
 
If you have received this document from any source other than the RISE website, it may have been altered from its original version.  

For the official, and most up-to-date version, please visit www.RISEindiana.org 

 

Step 1: Pre-Approval for School Based Assessments 

Grade Level/Subject: ____________________________________________ 

Teacher(s): _______________________________________________________________ 

Evaluator Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Directions: For any school based assessment used for primary or secondary learning objectives, please complete the 

steps below.  If a department of teachers is using a common assessment, only one copy should be turned in per 

assessment. (Please make sure all teachers using the assessment are listed above). 

1) Using the IN course standards (http://dc.doe.in.gov/Standards/AcademicStandards/StandardSearch.aspx), 

identify which standards align to which questions/tasks on your assessment.  You may write/type standards next 

to assessment questions or use a separate form of your choice for this purpose. Sub-standards or indicators may 

be summarized (ex. write 6.1 – Medieval, rather than 6.1.3).  Use the Standards Alignment and Coverage Check 

Chart  to summarize which questions are aligned to which standards and to ensure that each standard is 

covered by an appropriate number of questions.  Attach this chart to this form. 

 

2) Use the Assessment Rigor Analysis Chart to give examples of assessment questions/tasks that fall under various 

levels of the Depth of Knowledge Framework.  Note: Not all questions must be categorized, but there must be 

sufficient examples given of questions meeting a higher-level of rigor.  Attach this chart to this form. 

 

 

3) Review the format of the assessment questions.  Check for the following: 

• Are questions/tasks written clearly? 

• Are there a variety of types of questions/tasks? 

• Are the questions/tasks free of bias? 

• Are the questions appropriate for the subject/grade level? 

 

4) If the assessment(s) will need to be adapted for students with special needs, please specify any changes below: 

 

5) What is the content mastery score on this assessment?  In other words, what score should students receive to 

indicate that they have mastered the Indiana content standards for this course?  

 

 

Please return this form to your primary evaluator, along with a copy of the assessment(s) (aligned to standards), 

Assessment Rigor Analysis Chart, and any additional supporting materials (rubrics, scoring guides, etc).
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If you have received this document from any source other than the RISE website, it may have been altered from its original version.  

For the official, and most up-to-date version, please visit www.RISEindiana.org 

 

Step 1: Assessment Approval Checklist for School-based Assessments 

Grade Level/Subject: ____________________________________________ 

Teacher(s): _______________________________________________________________ 

Evaluator Name: ________________________________________________________________ 

Criterion Considerations  

(Check all that apply.) 

 

Alignment 

and Stretch 

 

� Items/tasks cover key subject/grade-level content standards. 

� Items/tasks cover other knowledge and skills that will be of value beyond the year – either in 

the next level of the subject, in other academic disciplines, or in career/life.  

� As appropriate to the course, there are low- and high-end stretch items that cover pre-

requisite objectives from prior years and objectives from the next year/course 

� More complex and more important items/tasks have more weight (count more) 

 

Evidence/Feedback 

 

 

 

 

Rigor and 

Complexity 

 

� Overall, the items, tasks, rubrics are appropriately challenging for the grade-level/course 

(e.g., at right level of Bloom’s and correct reading level) 

� Many items/tasks require critical thinking and application 

� Multiple-choice questions are appropriately rigorous or complex (e.g. multistep) 

� Key content standards are assessed at greater depths of understanding and/or complexity 

 

 

Evidence/ Feedback  

Format 

Captures 

True 

Mastery 

� Items/tasks are written clearly. 

� The assessment/tasks are free from bias; no wording or knowledge that is accessible to only 

specific ethnicities, subcultures, or genders 

� Some standards are assessed across multiple items/tasks 

� Item types and length of the assessment are appropriate for the subject/grade level 

� Tasks and open-ended questions have rubrics that (1) articulate what students are expected 

to know and do and (2) differentiate between levels of knowledge/mastery 

 

Evidence/ Feedback 

 

 

 

 

 

The content mastery score represents a rigorous target for student achievement based on the assessment 

 

 I approve of this assessment/task and any accompanying rubrics without further change. 

 Please make changes suggested in feedback above and resubmit the assessment/tasks and rubrics. 

Signature of evaluator: ____________________________________________________ Date: ___________ 

Signature of teacher(s): ___________________________________________________  Date: ___________ 

 


