Parent Orientation Fall 2018 - 4™ Grade

I. Overview of 4" Grade State Exams
ELA: April 2 — April 4 (3 days)
Math: May 1 - May 3 (3 days)
Science (Written): June 3
Science (Performance): Date ranges from May 22 — May 31

Il. Reading Expectations:

a. Students are expected to read a minimum of 40 minutes each night and 60 minutes each
night beginning in December. Research has shown that students should be reading at
least one hour a day to stay on grade level. Students behind grade level need to read
even more.

b. Students are expected to read books at their individual level to practice various
comprehension strategies taught in class.

c. Students are expected to respond to their reading orally and through writing. They are also
expected to complete a reading log each night.

*Reading is the most important homework your child receives each night.

lll. Writing Expectations:
a. Students will go through the writing process of planning, drafting, revising, and editing
before it is considered a final product.
b. Students will be writing for different purposes (poetry, persuasive essays and opinion
papers, literary essays, and informational writing—including research and biography).
c. Students’ finished writing must:
a. Have a beginning, middle, and end
b. Demonstrate the use of basic punctuation skills
c. Have most words spelled correctly

IV. Math:

a. Units are taught through the Investigations Math Curriculum to support computational and
conceptual understanding. Units included are: number sense, multiplication and division of
multi-digit numbers, geometry including perimeter, area, and volume, and addition and
subtraction of fractions and decimails.

V. Social Studies:

a. Students will study the development of America as a natfion.

b. Students will work as historians by investigating multiple sources, considering multiple
perspectives and think about cause and effect relationships.

Social Studies Units in 4th Grade

a. New York's First Inhabitants — Native Americans

b. The Age of Exploration

c. Colonialism in America

d. The American Revolution

VI. Science:
Units are taught through the FOSS Science Curriculum to support participation in scientific
investigations and analysis.
a. Water and Climate
b. Environment
c. Energy
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