we’ re Going Back To School

Second Grade Parent Orientation

Children:
e Children will work independently and be responsible for their work and learning.
e Children should always do their best to be strong readers, writers,
mathematicians and learners!
¢ Children will follow the discipline code.

Parents:
e Children should read independently for 15 to 30 minutes a day. Talk to them

about what they are reading.

If possible, take them to the library.

Check homework to make sure it is completed.

Check homework folder for forms and important notices.

Please pick up children on time. Children are picked up on time in the outdoor

yard next to their class sign.

If possible, volunteer for class trips.

e Birthday parties are fun for the class. Please notify your child’s teacher at least a
week before the party to schedule a time. If possible, please bring supplies
needed for the party (forks, plates, napkins, cake cutter, candles, cups, etc.)

Literacy
¢ Independent Reading — Children read daily for a period of time (15 to 30 minutes)

while the teacher meets with students one-on-one to assess their reading.

e Read Aloud — Children listen while the teacher reads aloud; strategies are
modeled; children talk meaningfully about the book.

e Shared Reading — The teacher and students interactively read a text together.
The teacher guides and supports the students as they read the text. The teacher
models reading skills and strategies as they read the shared text.

e Guided Reading — The teacher works on a reading strategy with a small group of
students who are reading at the same level.

e Reading strategies are very important. They allow children to read the words and
acquire deeper meaning from the text.

Writing
e Children are exposed to different genres and will write their own pieces.
e Units will include: personal narratives, letter writing, opinion writing, nonfiction
writing, and poetry.
e Children will learn writing mechanics.



Word Study
e Children will learn new words and spelling by learning sight words, spelling
patterns, and sounds.

e Vocabulary will also come from our units of study.

Math
e The following are the math concepts we will focus on this year:
Addition and Subtraction
2D and 3D Geometry
Place value
Measurement
Time and Money
Sorting and Understanding Data
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Social Studies
e Two in-depth studies that integrate Social Studies, Literacy, Math, Science, and
Art.
e We will attend field trips related to the Social Studies units.
e Students will be able to select a topic in each unit of study and departmentalize
based on their interest.
First Study: NYC Subways
e Students will:
o be able to use texts, interviews, trips, etc. to understand how the New
York City subway system serves the citizens of New York City.

o explain factors that are important for New York City to have a subway

system.

o read and understand a subway map and use it to plan a trip.

o name, describe, and demonstrate the various written and unwritten rules

and laws that citizens should follow when riding the subway.
Second Study: Bridges
e Students will understand:

o how bridges are important elements in connecting people and places.
that different bridges are used to suit different geographical locations.
bridges are built in places that need to be connected.
bridges have political, social, and economical implications.
there are people whose job it is to design, construct, and maintain bridges.
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Science
e Pebbles, Sand, and Silt
e Plants and Animals
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