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ONWARD AND FORWARD
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Our dual language program is growing! We have expanded to in-
clude second grade this year and the four second grade classes are
adjusting very quickly to the new grade. The students are enjoying
learning both in Chinese and English!
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Our dual language team continues to work very hard to enhance our
program. Over the summer, we worked with Ms. Lisa Lin, a specialist
from the Office of English Language Learners, to develop some of the
first Chinese performance task assessments in the city. Teachers also
meet regularly to develop curriculum which is aligned with the New
York State Common Core Learning Standards.
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Our instruction places an
emphasis on developing
students’”  communicative
competence. Academic
content is taught in both
English  and  Chinese
through theme-based cur-
riculum. In our program,
students master academic
knowledge and develop
proficiency and literacy in
both languages. We strive
to cultivate both an under-
standing and appreciation
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** Here is an overview of our fall curriculum. X Z a5 FEHE T

Pre-K TE%hFE

The Pre-K students had a lot of fun learning all about autumn. They
studied pumpkins, leaves, and fall colors through fun projects, songs
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Kindergarten %} # ]

Kindergarten is off to a great start! In writing, they worked on observing
and writing like a scientist. In English reading, students are building their
interests in stories and growing their word recognition skills. In math, the
students are developing their number sense, learning to reason abstractly
and quantitatively, and to model with mathematics. Students are also
learning Mandarin Phonetics through the use of phonetic poems, while
introducing many math, social studies, and science concepts in both Eng-
lish and Chinese. The kindergarten students made their first Chinese word

book on colors in the Fall. We are so proud of our Kindergarteners! %)
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First Grade —4F4

The first graders have been busy learning all about our class and families through cooperative learning projects.
They started by reading different books in both Chinese and English. Then they made surveys for math and social
studies. They are currently working on narratives about their classmates and families. Students have been working
hard on learning how to be a loving and caring class family.
They are learning how to be more independent and how to solve
problems on their own by practicing mutual respect, attentive

listening, appreciation of others and other life skills. —%£4% 1]
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Second Grade -4

Second grade teachers are working hard to help our students
develop friendship and to form a cooperative learning commu-
nity in the classroom. This is an ongoing process that will be
worked on throughout the entire school year. Although each
one of us looks different on the outside, we all share similar
interests and emotional needs to be successful learners.
Through our Dual Language Program, students learned adjec-
tives to describe their physical features via Chinese language
study. Students explored the internal traits that make them
unique and positive community members in English. As a cul-
minating project, students created a mask that featured both their external and internal traits to celebrate
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RESOURCES FOR PARENTSKXE% R

Internet Resources 494 & Ui

Current DL Research e Chinese animated stories ) g+
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e A mandarin immersion parents association

By participating in a dual . — (P AR R Eaty e
language program, your child http://miparentscouncil.org/contact/

is developing and expanding
his/her ability to use recep-
tive and expressive language

in both English and Chinese. Things Parents Can Do To Help Their Child
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For more information contact #f1& &4 gual is a process that takes time
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We are very proud of our teachers and are committed to main-
tain the high quality of our staff. Here are our newest teachers to

join our dual language program. Z /1L ZIHIHTE 2448, [l L
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Ching Ing Colette Luo is a new first grade Chinese teacher. She has
¥ | many years of experience teaching Chinese-English bilingual classes and

' ESL classes in other New York City public schools before joining us at
Shuang Wen. She loves to use Chinese through songs and poetry. Ching
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Saerome Park is happy and excited about joining the second grade dual
language program. She completed her Master’s in Teaching English to
Speakers of Other Languages at Teachers College of Columbia Universi-
ty. Before she came to Shuang Wen, she taught in a Spanish-English dual-
language program here in the US. She also has teaching experiences
abroad. She is hopeful about the future of the dual-language program in
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Christine Dongmei Tan is also a new member of the second grade
team and Shuang Wen family. She has over five years of experience
teaching Chinese in elementary education. She will be working with

the rest of our dual language teachers to develop our Chinese curricu-
lums for the new second grade side-by-side dual language program.
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Tessa Sha teaches Chinese in our second grade side-by-side model. She
holds a degree in foreign language education from NYU and joined
Shuang Wen family this September. She has been enjoying working with
the second grade team. Also, she holds a strong belief in the potential of
our dual language program. She is looking forward to the bright future of
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We also want to welcome veteran Shuang Wen school educators Nicole Levin and Deborah Shin who just
joined our dual language team this year. Nicole joined the first grade team as an English teacher and Debrah
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