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58 Summit Street, Staten Island N.Y. 10307

Telephone (718) 984-0960       Fax (718) 984-3389

Mrs. Grace Silberstein, Principal
Mrs. Nicole Sini, Assistant Principal
Dear Parents/Guardians,
Welcome to a new school year and to our P.S.1 family.  We look forward to working closely with you to create a shared vision of our school.  A school is like a family and each child here at P.S. 1 is a member of our family.  Together I hope we can create a school community where our children will achieve success that exceeds our expectations.  This handbook contains important information about our school’s policies, procedures and requirements. Please review this handbook thoroughly and use it as a guide for future reference.  
· 2017-2018 School Calendar (Tentative) - Please refer to our school’s website www.ps1si.org for a more thorough and complete school calendar.
	September 7, Thursday
	First day of School for students

Early dismissal for kindergarten students only, Partial School Time for pre-k students

	September 8, Friday
	First full day for kindergarten students, Partial School Time for pre-k students

	September 13, Wednesday
	Family night, meet and greet

	September 21, 22 Thursday, Friday
	Rosh Hashanah (schools closed)

	October 9, Monday
	Columbus Day (Schools closed)

	November 7, Tuesday
	Election Day - Staff Development Day (No school for students)

	November 16, Thursday
	Parent Teacher Conferences, half day for students

	November 23, 24, Thursday-Friday
	Thanksgiving Recess (schools closed)

	December 25-January 1, Monday-Monday 
	Winter Recess (students return to school on Tuesday, January 2, 2018)

	January 15, Monday
	Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day (schools closed)

	February 16-23, Monday through Friday
	Lunar New Year/ Midwinter Recess (includes Washington’s and Lincoln’s birthdays) 

	March 15, Thursday
	Parent Teacher Conferences half day for students

	March 30 – April 6, Friday - Friday
	Spring Recess (schools closed, students return to school on Monday, April 9)

	May 23, Wednesday
	Evening conference

	May 28, Monday
	Memorial Day- (schools closed)

	June 7, Thursday
	Chancellor’s Conference Day (students will not be in attendance)

	June 11, Monday
	Clerical Day (students will not be in attendance)

	June 15, Friday
	Eid al-Fitr (schools closed)

	June 26, Tuesday
	LAST DAY FOR ALL STUDENTS (early dismissal)


· The first day of school is Thursday, September 7, 2017 and will be a full day for our children in Grades 1 through Grade 5.  Pre-K and Kindergarten children will be following a modified schedule.
· The official school hours for PS 1 for 2017-2018 will be 8:10 A.M. - 2:30 P.M.

· Please remember that no child will be allowed in the school building prior to 7:40 A.M.
· We hope to continue to use our morning “Stop and Drop” procedures at Brighton Street with the help of parent volunteers.
· Arrival: All students will enter the building through the Brighton Street school yard, unless your child takes the bus to school.  In addition, Pre-K students will enter the building through the main entrance on Summit Street, no earlier than 8:10 a.m.  Please note, no Pre-k students and parents will be permitted to enter the vestibule area in order to maintain the safety of all students.  The vestibule area must remain clear at all times.
· Dismissal: Procedures will be as follows:

· Pre-K will be dismissed in the Brighton Street school yard.
· Kindergarten, Grade 1, and Grade 2 will be dismissed in the Brighton Street schoolyard.

· Grade 3 will be dismissed from the Old Building on Brighton Street.

· Grades 4 and 5 will be dismissed on the Yetman Avenue side.

· Early Dismissal:  Here at PS1 we pride ourselves on providing a fine education for our children.  In order to provide the least amount of disruptions in classes and learning, the following procedures will now be in effect:
· Students that are to leave school early must come in with a note notifying the teacher of the time that the student will be leaving.

· No child without a note will be able to leave during lunch unless they can do so without their bookbag and/or coat.  We cannot go into classrooms at lunchtime to retrieve these items.  If a note is sent in prior to lunchtime, your child will be sent down to lunch with their coat and schoolbag.

· No child will be signed out after 1:45 P.M.  Teachers are in the middle of class instruction, assigning homework and preparing for dismissal and cannot send students to the office during this time.  Office staff and administration are also involved in dismissal procedures and cannot be of assistance at this time.  If your child must leave early, please pick them up before 1:45 P.M.  

We are trying to provide the safest, least disruptive dismissal procedures for your children.  Thank you for your cooperation.
· Busing:  Every attempt is made to keep the buses running on schedule.  However, if a bus is late, please understand that bus drivers are required to run all routes and will eventually cover all stops. There needs to be someone at the bus stop on time to pick up your child.  If there is no one at the stop to meet a child, the child will be brought back to the main school building, where the parent or guardian must pick up the child.  Make sure that your child knows their bus number, stop, and address and phone number.  Children may not change buses; they may only ride the bus to which they are assigned.

            Bus Safety Procedures

· The bus driver is responsible for all students’ safety.  All students must listen to his directions carefully.
· All students are to remain seated throughout the entire trip.
· Seatbelts provided on the bus are to be worn at all times.
· Students are not to put any part of their body out of the window.
· Students are not to throw anything inside the bus or out of the window.
· Students are not to yell, scream, push, hit or kick while on the bus.  Proper language is to be used at all times.
· Students are to respect other people’s property.
· Students are to get off the bus at the correct stop.
· Students must walk down the steps slowly and carefully.
· Students must always look both ways before crossing the street.
· Students must never run across the street.
· The bus driver is in charge of the bus from the time that the bus loads until they reach their stop.  The bus driver may assign children to specific seats and he/she may recommend that a child be suspended from riding the bus if the safety rules are not adhered to.  Our major concern is the safety and welfare of all children on the bus.  This safety depends on behavior, and if any child interferes with the safe transportation of the students they will be subject to suspension from riding the bus.  

· Breakfast program (free to all students) will start at 7:40 A.M. 

· Lunch: The schedule for our students will be as follows:

· Grades 2 and 5will have lunch from 

10:55 A.M. – 11:45 A.M.

· Grades 1 and 3 will have lunch from 

11:50 A.M. – 12:40 P.M. 

· Grades K and 4 will have lunch from 
12:45 P.M.  –  1:35 P.M.

· Blue Emergency Contact Cards: Parents are required to supply emergency contact information upon registration.  This information is kept on file in the General Office. They provide the school with the address and telephone number of the parents or guardians at home and work as well as a neighbor or relative so that they can be notified in the event of an emergency.  Please keep this information updated.  If there are any changes, please notify the school immediately. If a person’s name is NOT on the Emergency Contact Card, we cannot release your child to that person without your written permission.

· Attendance: Attendance is taken by the teachers promptly at 8:10 A.M., if children are not in their seats at this time they will be marked late.  The only exception to this rule is for bus children. If your child is going to be absent, please call the school.  The curriculum is more challenging and students who are frequently absent are at risk for serious academic problems. As 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders, students must take a series of important state tests that measure their abilities in English Language Arts, Math, and Science.  Students who come to school each day and work hard at their studies do better on these tests.  It is important that your child is at school every day.  Making school attendance a priority can also help your child learn good work and study habits.  Even one missed day can mean having to tackle extra homework the following night.  Getting to school each day prepares kids to meet future responsibilities.  The same holds true for getting to school on time.  Frequent tardiness would not be tolerated in the workplace; parents teach a valuable lesson when they teach the importance of arriving to school on time every day.
· If your child is absent an absence note is recommended.  If your child sees a doctor, please provide us with a copy of the note.
· A telephone call for your child’s homework must be made before 10:30 A.M. on the day you are requesting homework in order to guarantee that homework will be ready for you by the end of the school day.
· If your child suffers an injury and is unable to walk, climb stairs or write, a note from your physician is mandatory.  Explicit instructions from your doctor as to the prognosis and duration of injury should be given to the nurse and general office.

· If your child will be out for an extended period of time due to personal reasons, a note from you stating where the child is going and for how long, is required.  If a student will be traveling by plane we ask that you give us a copy of your itinerary.  In the event that your child will be traveling out of the country we ask that a copy of their airline ticket be supplied to the office.
· Report Cards:  Students receive report cards three times per year. They are distributed in November, March, and June.

· Homework:  Homework is an important part of class work and is the responsibility of the student. It is used to reinforce a lesson and/or prepare the student for the following day’s lesson and it is used as part of the report card grade.  It is suggested that each student have the telephone number of another student in class.  If an absence occurs the student will be able to get the homework assignment and will not fall behind.
· School Supplies:  Teachers distribute supply lists at the start of the year.  From time to time, your child may be asked to donate items from home such as tissues, paper towels, etc.  Your donations are greatly appreciated.

· School Notices:  Check your child’s notebook, folders and backpack daily for school notices.  Please return all forms, medical, dental, school notices, progress reports, behavior notices, etc. promptly.  Permission slips for class trips or school events must be signed and returned in order for your child to participate in the class activity.

· Tests:  Exams in all grades are sent home for parent review.  These tests must be returned the following school day in order for teachers to ensure the most successful delivery of academic instruction.

· Dress Code:  Please have your child come to school in appropriate attire.  Inappropriate attire includes the following:  short shorts, half shirts, tube tops, and halter tops. No short tops which expose your stomach. All shorts or skirts mush reach the end of your fingertips. Beach or shower type footwear, flip flop style sandals, high heel shoes, backless shoes and bare feet are not permitted.  Sneakers/rubber soled shoes are required for gym.  Appropriate footwear is important for the safety of the student.  No sneakers with wheels are permitted. When it is determined that a student’s clothing does not comply with the dress code, you will get a phone call home asking to bring a change of clothes before attending class.

· Open School Week: Parents are encouraged to visit the school to see classes and students in progress.  Individual discussions with teachers are not allowed at this time.  Additional information about Open School Week will follow.

· Parent Orientation Meeting: A meeting will be held in the beginning of the school year for each grade level.  This is an opportunity for parents to meet their child’s teacher.  At this time the grade curriculum and children’s responsibilities will be reviewed.  
· Parent Teacher Conferences: Conferences are held in November and March.  They provide an opportunity to discuss student progress and behavior.  Open school afternoons are half-days. Students are dismissed at 11:30 a.m.  A notice to read and sign will be sent home with your child to assist you in planning for these days in which there will be an early dismissal.  The UAU program is cancelled on half-days.

· Parent Teacher Association: Our P.T.A. Presidents are Angela Gahn  and Christine Paturzo
· Monthly P.T.A. meetings will be announced.  Our P.T.A. is very active. Many educational and fun money raising events take place.  All parents are welcome to become involved and join.

· Executive Board officers and members of various committees meet monthly.  The P.T.A. sends notices to announce the specific dates and times of these meetings.

· Leadership Team: The School Leadership Team is a collaboration of parents, teachers and the principal.  The team meets monthly to discuss educational and school matters as well as serve on committees.

· Code of Behavior:  A safe environment is critical if quality teaching and learning is to take place.  A key element in producing such an environment is to ensure that parents and students understand the responsibilities that students have at school, what conduct is expected of them and what the consequences are for unacceptable conduct.  The Student Discipline Code is distributed annually.  The code is to be used to ensure that students behave responsibly towards themselves, their peers, and school personnel.  It should also foster a respect for school property.  The code describes a broad range of acts of unacceptable behavior.  The code ranks the act according to severity and sets forth permissible intervention strategies and sanctions.  The New York City Department of Education’s Discipline Code is based on the premise that rules must be enforced fairly, firmly, and consistently.  It recognizes that as student’s progress in school as they advance in age, they must assume greater responsibility for their actions. Teachers will review the code and standards of behavior in class and parent/child discussions at home are required.
· School Safety: To ensure the safety of all children, fire drills, lockdown drills, and bus drills are conducted as per the regulations of the NYC Department of Education.  A school safety agent is assigned to the main entrance.  All visitors must show identification and sign in at the security desk in the presence of the school safety officer.  The security officer then informs the general office of your arrival.  All visitors MUST enter and exit through the main entrance.  Security door alarms have been installed and will sound if a door has been disengaged.

· All visitors must report to the general office.  The school secretary will announce the appropriate school personnel of your arrival.  Visitors will be escorted to and from their destination.
· No classroom visits are permitted unless otherwise authorized.
· Teachers must supervise the students and cannot engage in conversation with parents during class time.

· Visitors must discard of any food or beverages upon entering the building.

· During school celebrations, please be mindful when taking photos, to only take photos/videos of your own child. Not all students have permission to be photographed or videotaped.  

· For the safety of ALL students, no child can be signed out after a celebration.  

· In order to ensure the safety of all students we ask that you do not double park your vehicle in front of the school building, at any time, and especially  for arrival and dismissal.  This poses a hazardous situation for all who are crossing the street.  The front of the building needs to remain clear for school buses to pick up/drop off students.   
· Cell Phones:  Students are allowed to have cell phones, IPods, I-Pads or any electronic device in school, however these items may not be taken out of its stored location (book bag, etc.) and/or turned on or used during school hours. This is a violation of the PS1 School policy. Please remember that your child can always be reached if you need to speak to them by calling the main office at 718-984-0960 and you will be notified in the event of an emergency.
· Birthday invitations:  Unless all students in your child’s class are invited to your child’s birthday party, invitations cannot be given out during class time.  If your invitation is for select students only (including students in other classes), you must distribute their invitations outside of the school building, including the school yard.  This is to be mindful of children’s feelings.
· Parties:  Due to the increase in the number of students with food allergies at PS 1, the following procedures will be put in place regarding class parties:

1. Anyone wishing to send in food for a party must notify the teacher 48 hours in advance so that

children with allergies can bring alternate food and their medical records can be checked.

   2.   Food for birthday parties will be limited to a drink and a cupcake or a drink and munchkins.

   3.   No candy bags will be given out in class or at dismissal to go home with students.

   4.   No cakes will be allowed since knives and sharp objects are not allowed in the classroom
· Please log on to www.snacksafely.com to find a list safe snack items. 

Please abide by these procedures since the welfare of all our students is our concern and we want to celebrate parties and your child’s birthday safely.
· Food Services: Money for school lunch and milk is collected online at www.mylunchmoney.com Lunch may be brought from home.  Milk can be purchased separately for those who bring lunch from home. Food preparation and kitchen facilities at PS 1 are among the finest of any public school in New York City.  Our staff is prepared to serve hot and cold breakfast and lunch.  Breakfast is free to all students and lunch will be provided on full payment, reduced price or free basis according to eligibility.  A lunch form will be sent home in September to determine your child’s eligibility.  All families must complete lunch forms regardless of eligibility. You may complete this form online.
· Please note that glass bottles, cans or containers are not permitted in school. 

· No soda or sharp utensils are permitted.

· We encourage children to have soft style lunch boxes or brown paper bags. Metal lunch boxes sometimes have a tendency to be used inappropriately and could injure another child.

· Students who forget their bag lunch at home or on the school bus will not be permitted to call home.  However, those students will be permitted to get a school lunch and pay, if applicable, the following day.  Your cooperation with this policy is greatly appreciated as it keeps our phone lines available for emergencies and reduces disruptions to the school day caused by calling students to the office to pick up items forgotten at home.
· Lunch Room Rules:
· When entering the cafeteria, students are seated at their assigned table and wait for direction from the school aides in charge.
· Students are to wait until they are called to receive their hot lunch.
· Students are to wait for direction from the school aides before dumping their garbage.
· Students are to be courteous and respectful to others.

· Students may leave their seats ONLY with permission from the school aides or administrator.
· In the event of inclement weather, students will remain inside and will watch an educational movie.
· Students are to keep the lunchroom clean.  They are to clean up their garbage from the tables and anything they might have dropped on the floor.
· Food throwing in any manner will result in disciplinary action.
· Parents will be notified of any misbehavior during lunch.  If the behavior continues, parents will be asked to come to school to discuss this matter.  Should no improvement be made, additional consequences will need to be enforced such as removal from communal lunch for a period of time.
· Lost and Found: Located in the auditorium.  All children’s belongings must be labeled with the child’s name and class.  Items not claimed will be donated to charity throughout the school year.
· Phone Calls:  In an effort to provide the least amount of disruptions in classrooms and instruction the following procedure will be in effect:

· Students will NOT be permitted to call home if they forget homework, projects, book reports, notices, lunch money, etc.

· It is our wish to foster responsibility and good work habits in our students and your 

            cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

· Photographs/Videos:  A form will need to be completed requesting permission for your child to be photographed or videotaped during various school activities and functions.  This form must be signed by a parent/guardian and returned to school as soon as possible.

· Afterschool:  P.S. 1 hosts the UAU program which runs from 2:30 P.M - 6:00 P.M. There is a monthly fee for this program.  You can visit www.unitedactivities.org for more detailed information.

· Afterschool in the school yard:  In the past babies in carriages, and adults have gotten hurt due to children riding bicycles/scooters in the schoolyard and throwing balls at the beginning of dismissal (2:20 pm). At this time the schoolyard is very crowded and there is really no room for these activities.  It is our school policy that children do not ride bicycles/scooters or throw balls in the schoolyard until after 2:45 pm, when most of the parents and students have left the schoolyard.  This is a safety issue.

· Internet Usage:  The Department of Education encourages, where appropriate, the use of computer technology, including the internet for educational purposes.  Internet access will be limited to web sites that have been deemed appropriate.  Parents and students must understand that the internet must be used in a safe and responsible manner.  All persons accessing or using the internet through the NYC Department of Education connections or equipment, whether from a department location or from a remote location using department hardware, software and/or accounts, are prohibited to use such connections or equipment for other than educational purposes. Students are specifically prohibited from:

· Sending or receiving personal messages.

· Using the internet for commercial purposes, advertising or similar objectives.

· Utilizing copyrighted materials without permission.
· Lobbying for political purposes or soliciting votes.

· Accessing obscene materials.

· Sending or receiving messages that are racist, sexist, inflammatory, hateful or obscene.

· Vandalizing data, software or equipment.

· Sending or receiving another person’s messages without authorization.

· Requesting or providing home phone numbers, addresses, or other personal information without authorization.
· Social Media
We understand that social media is a valuable tool for communication.  Therefore, we developed the following guidelines for you to abide by when posting on social media:

· Be respectful, credible and truthful.  Please do not spread rumors about staff or other P.S. 1 families.

· Do not use social media to express concerns or make negative comments about P.S. 1 teachers or staff.  We encourage you to discuss any issues directly with a teacher or administrator.

· Any posting of an inappropriate nature, including threats and harassing or derogatory statements toward a staff member will be taken seriously and are subject to consequences that may lead to legal action.

Any parent holding the position of Class Parent and violates any of the bullets listed above will lose their position as class parent.  

Please feel free to reach out to the PTA presidents at PS1pta@gmail.com

· Field Trips
· Field trips within the city and nearby points of interest are scheduled by the teachers throughout the school year.  These trips are designed to supplement different aspects of the classroom curriculum and to introduce students to the resources of the community.

· Parents/Guardians will receive notices of field trips in advance of the scheduled trip date and will be asked to sign field trip permission slips.  Permission slips must be signed by the parent or guardian and sent to school before the day of the trip. Children will not be allowed to call home to ask for permission to attend.  The school must have the parent’s permission, in writing, in order for a child to attend.
· Some students may be allowed to attend the trip only if accompanied by a parent.  The parent will be notified in advance if this is necessary. If a child has a 504 for medication, the parent or designee who may administer the medication is necessary.

· Sometimes a small amount of money is requested from each student to help defray transportation or facility use costs.
· Siblings are not permitted to attend any class trips.

· Students are not permitted to use cell phones during school trips.

· Parents are encouraged to volunteer on class trips.  When you chaperone we ask that:
1. You assist the teacher and the students.
2. You stay with your assigned group at all times.
3. You stay in sight of the teacher unless otherwise instructed.
4. You help to reinforce the teacher’s directions.

5. You are not to reprimand a child.  Notify the teacher immediately if a problem arises.
6. You must notify the teacher of any emergency situation if one occurs.  The teacher is in charge.  Please do not take the liberty of making phone calls or decisions for the teacher.
· Family Living:  Instruction in Family Living will continue in all classes.  The classroom teacher or science cluster teacher will teach the curriculum. While the major responsibility for the formation of attitudes and moral standards rests with the home, the school has the resources to assist the children in developing respect, restraint and a sense of responsibility for their own lives and the lives of others. The major emphasis of the curriculum is toward helping a child appreciate his or her role in the family structure.  To address this important area, NYC Department of Education has developed a Comprehensive Health Education Curriculum for all grades, kindergarten through grade eight.  Our curriculum conforms to state and city guidelines for:

· Health Education and HIV/AIDS Education
· Medical Information:

School Nurse:  Students who become ill while in school are sent by their teachers to the Medical Room or the General Office.  Here, students will be screened and, if appropriate, parents will be called and asked to come to school to pick up their children.  The nurse will try to contact all parents when their child is seen in the medical room.  However, sometimes this is not always possible.  You will be called if your child gets a serious head or facial injury, severe cut or illness (vomiting, temperature, rash, etc.). If your child gets a minor scrape or cut, or has a nonspecific complaint and appears well, you may receive a note instead.  Frequently, due to the number of children using the medical room or the severity of an illness or injury, it is not possible to call every parent. Children will not be released from school unless in the company of an authorized adult. Adults must be listed on the emergency contact card on file in the General Office and must show photo identification.  This is done to protect the safety of our students. 

· Medication: No medicine can be dispensed by the nurse unless there is an approved 504 order on file.  A 504 is a doctor’s written order on a form provided by the N.Y.C. Department of Health and is used for the administration of medications and treatments for children with long-term (chronic) health problems.  Therefore, antibiotics, cough/cold medications, medicated skin creams, etc. will not be approved by the Department of Health Medical Doctor.  Also, please DO NOT send your child to school with any of these items to self-administer.  They can easily be lost or picked up by another child who could be harmed. 
· Asthma: If your child has been diagnosed with asthma, please let us know.  You may also want to ask your physician to complete a 504 for medication kept at school if one has been prescribed.

· General Illnesses: The following tips can be helpful in making decisions about school attendance:
· Evidence of infection- red or sore throat, swollen glands.
· Temperature over 100 degrees within 24 hours before that school morning.   

   
         (Child should be fever free for 24 hours before returning to school)
· Rash of any kind not identified by your doctor
· If a child is asthmatic - wheezing that continues one hour after medication is taken.
· Vomiting during the night.
· Child is too weak or tired to take part in routine daily activities.
· Head Lice:  Pediculosis is a serious problem.  It is much more common in children than in adults.  Having lice is nothing to be ashamed about, but doing nothing about it is.  Here are some facts about head lice and how to treat them.

THE FACTS ABOUT HEAD LICE:  What are they?  


Head lice are small insects with six legs usually the size of a sesame seed (the seeds on burger buns). 


They live on or very close to the scalp and don’t wander far down the hair shafts for very long. 


They can only live on human beings; you can’t catch them from animals. 


Nits are not the same thing as lice. Lice are the insects which move around the head. Nits are egg    cases laid by lice, stuck on to hair shafts; they are smaller than a pin head and are pearly white. 


If you have nits it doesn’t always mean that you have head lice. When head lice are gone, the nits will stay stuck to the hair until it grows out. 


You only have head lice if you can find a living, moving louse (not a nit) on the scalp. 


Anybody can get head lice. 

Spread of head lice requires direct head to head contact. They can’t swim, fly, hop or jump. 

Prevention:  Can you stop Head Lice? 


The best way to stop infection is for families to learn how to check their own heads. This way they can find any lice before they have a chance to breed. 


Instruct children not to share hats, combs, brushes, etc. 


All bedding, towels, and clothing from the infected individual should be cleaned with soap and hot water and placed in a dryer for at least 20 minutes to help kill any remaining lice. Dry-clean all clothes that need to be dry-cleaned. Seal the infested individual's stuffed toys in a plastic bag and leave them for 10 days to allow all lice to die of starvation. Dispose of or soak combs and hairbrushes in rubbing alcohol or the medicated shampoo used to kill lice. Throw out any hair accessories, such as hair elastics and ribbons. Thoroughly vacuum carpets and upholstered furniture. 


Pets cannot become infested with head and body lice, so no precaution is required. 

Returning to School: 


Students may return to school the day after treatment for head lice as long as there are no live lice upon re-inspection by designated school personnel. 


Students will be re-inspected by designated school personnel 14 days after initial treatment to make sure there are no live head lice. 


Students found to have live head lice will be excluded from school. 


Consult your healthcare provider if you are having difficulties getting rid of your child’s head lice.
· 504 Accommodations:  Your child may be entitled to special accommodations in school under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans with Disabilities Act and various State and City laws.  These laws protect the rights of students with special health needs who might have difficulty attending school or participating in regular school activities without support services or reasonable accommodations being provided.  For example, students with vision or hearing impairments might be seated near the board; students with hearing impairments might be accommodated with an infrared loop system; students with vision impairments might be provided with enlarged copies of hand-outs if their schools’ photocopiers have an enlarging capability; under some circumstances, administration of medication may be permitted.

How to Find Out if Your Child Qualifies for Section 504 Accommodations.
1. Contact the school principal to discuss the issue.  Describe your child’s special needs, what kind of help he or she needs and how often.  Information about your child is confidential.

2. The steps you must take to apply for services for your child will be explained to you.

3. Once you provide the necessary information, an evaluation of your request for an accommodation is performed by the Department of Health and Department of Education.  A decision will be made as to whether your child qualifies for a Section 504 Accommodation.

If you would like more details about your child’s rights under Section 504 and related laws, as well as a copy of the Department of Education’s Policy Statement and a list of Education Advocates you may contact the Staten Island Borough Field Support Center at 715 Ocean Terrace, Room 315 Staten Island, NY  10301 or contact Stephanie Caloir, Health Director at (718) 556-8383. Please check the PS1 website under Parents Place for the new 504 guidelines.
· Child Protection:  In 1973, the New York State Department of Social Services enacted laws to protect all children in the State from abuse, maltreatment and neglect.  Most professionals that work with children are mandated by this law to report suspected child abuse or neglect so that children do not suffer further injury, impairment or even death.  A report is not an accusation or a charge against the parent or guardian.  It is a suspicion based on observed or heard signs that the child might be abused or neglected.

The purpose of reporting is to identify suspected abused or neglected children as soon as possible to protect them and, where necessary, assist their families.  When a report is made, a caseworker from Child Protective Services will evaluate the situation and the service needs of the children and parents.  The purpose is not to remove the children from their parents’ home.  This only happens when the children are in serious danger.  The law respects the parents’ rights and family unity as much as possible and provides adequate treatment plans as needed.  In cases of child sexual abuse, the child must first be protected from further risk.

It is suspected that in this country, each year several million children are neglected or abused physically or sexually.  Approximately 4,000 children die every year as a result of abuse or neglect.  Many children that manage to survive become violent people, criminals, runaways, drug addicts, drug dealers, or prostitutes.  Physical abuse and maltreatment may be the main cause of emotional and mental disabilities.

The problem of child abuse or neglect can happen in any family regardless of race, culture or social economic or educational level.  Under stressful situations of daily living, the most loving parents can hurt their children.  Many parents have been abused themselves and may continue the cycle of abuse and maltreatment. When you are in need of help, call the parent hot lines at:

1-212-472-8555 (24 hours) - 1-212-925-8002 (8:00am to 8:00pm)

We know that being a parent can bring many joys, but at times it is very difficult.  You are not alone!  Let us know how we can work together to help you and protect your child.
· Storm Procedures: The Chancellor will make an announcement to all schools in the city on whether to close schools or delay their opening.  This announcement is made in consultation with other City officials.  All authorized delayed openings will result in starting time being two hours later.

By 6:00am the decision is announced on the following radio stations in the city:  WINS (1010 AM), WCBS (880 AM), WLIB (1190), WBLS (107.5 FM), WNYE (91.5FM), as well as the following television stations: WCBS (Channel 2), WNBC (Channel 4), WNYW (Fox Channel 5), WABC (Channel 7), WNYE (Channel 25), and “NY 1” (Channel 1 on cable television).

When there is a two-hour delayed school opening, school buses will run, but their arrival times will be delayed by two hours. 

If you have a child with a disability, you should use your discretion in deciding whether to send him or her to school when there is a delayed opening.  If your child has medical or other health issues requiring nursing or other services during the school day, including services requiring a nurse or paraprofessional to ride on the bus, you should consider not sending your child to school.

It is expected that if school is open, students will be in school until their regular dismissal time.  If your child takes a school bus, school staff will remain in school with the bused children until buses arrive for dismissal or until your child is picked up.  However, if the storm or citywide emergency condition worsens, the Chancellor may have to announce an early dismissal.  The Chancellor will notify bus services of the earlier dismissal schedule.  You should have plans in place with a relative, friend or neighbor in case your child is released early and you will not be at home to care for him or her.  Please note that you must have listed that relative, friend or neighbor on the School Blue Emergency Contact Card because schools are not authorized to release pupils to anyone who is not on the Blue Card.  You should always make certain that the card is up-to-date.  Your child should also be aware of this plan.   Again, please be sure to listen to the radio or television stations listed above for all information.  Thank you for your cooperation.
Important Websites
P.S. 1 School Website

www.ps1si.org
NYC Department of Education Homepage

http://schools.nyc.gov/default.aspx
School Year Calendar and Schedules

http://schools.nyc.gov/calendar/default.htm
NYC Department of Education Parent Information

http://schools.nyc.gov/parentsfamilies/default.htm
Office of Pupil Transportation

http://www.opt-osfns.org/opt
Free and Reduced Lunch Information and Applications

www.nyc.gov/accessnyc
Registration and Enrollment

http://schools.nyc.gov/choicesenrollment/default.htm
Chancellor’s Regulations
http://schools.nyc.gov/rulespolicies/chancellorsregulations/default.htm
Common Core Learning Standards

www.engageny.org
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