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K E A R N Y    H I G H   S C H O O L 
3 3 6  D e v o n  S t r e e t ,  K e a r n y ,  N e w  J e r s e y  0 7 0 3 2  

Department of English 
Kathleen A. Astrella, Supervisor 

kastrella@kearnyschools.com / 201-955-5000 Ex:2775 

 
2017 Summer Reading for Grades 9-12  (Form B) 

Each student must read one novel of their choice from the list provided and complete one assignment.  

 

Incoming Freshmen (current 8
th

 Graders):  
 

The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch 

Albom  

The Last Shot by Darcy Frey  

Monster by Walter Dean Myers 

The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by 

Sherman Alexie  

 

Incoming Sophomores (current Freshmen):  
 

Brave New World  by Aldous Huxley 

Whistle Me Home by Barbara Wersba  

Flip-flop Girl by Katherine Paterson  

The Man Without a Face by Isabelle Holland 

&Asabelle Holland  

The Perks of Being a Wallflower  by Stephen 

Chbosky 

 

Incoming Juniors (current Sophomores): 
 

 Jude by Kate Morgenroth  

 I Am the Messenger by Markus Zusak  

All the Right Stuff  by Walter Dean Myers 

The Fellowship of the Rings by J.R.R. Tolkien 

The Story of My Life by Ann Cassidy 

 

Incoming Seniors (current Juniors): 
 

Animal Farm  by Orwell 

Rossum’s Universal Robots - A play in three Acts by 

Capek 

On the Road (Kerouac) 

The Things They Carried by (O’Brien) 
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Novel Assignment:  Please complete ONE of the following projects for the novel that you 

read.  This project will count as a test grade.  

 
 Novel Study  

1. While reading your book, you must take a minimum of two pages of notes.  Be sure to include 

information on characters, themes, conflicts, and plot.  Your notes will be collected with the organizer 

you are completing in step 2. 

2. Once you are finished reading your book, you are to complete a novel study using the organizer 

provided on page 3.  This must be completed using your own thoughts, ideas and note taking based on 

your reading.  Make sure to answer ALL of the questions/prompts within each of the boxes.  Type all of 

your answers into each box making sure to extend the box when needed. 

 Art 
 Create several pieces of art about the novel (5 minimum).  Be sure to include the major themes and 

characters.  These should be accompanied by written paragraphs explaining each one.  

 

If you have any questions or concerns, you may utilize help period during the first week of school to meet 

with your English teacher before the project is due.  

Your English teacher will collect your assignment on September 22, 2017. 
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Novel Study 

Name: _____________________________________________ 

Book:________________________________ Author:___________________________________ 

Characters 

   

 

 

 

 

  

Point of View/Narration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Setting/Mood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Protagonist(s): 

Antagonist(s): 

Choose two characters and explain how they influence the progression of the plot. 

 

 

Circle One: 

First        Third Limited       Third Omniscient 

Explain how the type of narration affects the progression of the plot. 

 

 

Setting (time/place): 

Explain how the setting affects the mood of the work. 

 

 

 

Explain how the setting affects the characters. 
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Novel Study 

Plot/Climax                                                            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflicts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Themes/Symbols 

 

  

Summarize the plot and cite the climax. 

 

 

 

 

List and explain one-two themes that are present. 

 

 

 

 

Locate two symbols in the work and explain each. 

Explain the major conflicts of the work. 
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Novel Study Rubric 

 
 Level 4 

Excellent 

Level 3 

Good 

Level 2 

Fair 

Level 1 

Poor 

Elements of a story Can identify all 
elements of a story: 
plot, characters, 
setting, narration, 

conflict/problem, and 
theme. 

Identifies only 5-6 
elements of a story 
from the following: 
plot, characters, 

setting, narration, 
conflict/problem, and 
theme. 

Identifies only 4 
elements of a story 
from the following: 
plot, characters, 

setting, narration, 
conflict/problem, and 
theme. 

Identifies 3 or less 
elements of a story 
from the following: 
plot, characters, 

setting, narration, 
conflict/problem, and 
theme. 

Plot Accurately describes in 
detail how the story is 
structured. 

Can retell the majority 
of the structure of the 
story.  Uses 
combination details 

and general 
descriptions. 

Can only describe 
certain parts of how 
the story is structured.  
No details, only 

general descriptions. 

Cannot describe the 
parts of how a story is 
structured. 

Characters Named both the 
protagonist and the 
antagonist correctly 
and correctly detailed 
how two of the 
characters influenced 

the progression of the 
plot. 

Named both the 
protagonist and the 
antagonist correctly 
and correctly 
summarized how two 
characters influenced 

the progression of the 
plot. 

Named both the 
protagonist and the 
antagonist correctly 
but did not fully 
explain how two 
characters influenced 

the progression of the 
plot. 

Cannot name both the 
protagonist and/or the 
antagonist or explain 
how two characters 
influenced the 
progression of the plot. 

Setting/Mood Described the setting, 
mood and their effect 
on the characters. 

Described part of 
setting.  Can describe 
some characteristics of 
the mood and its effect 
on the characters. 

Described some of the 
setting.  Can only 
identify one 
characteristic of the 
mood and/or its effect 

on the characters. 

Did not describe the 
setting, mood or effect 
on the characters. 

Conflict/Problem Explained all of the 
major conflicts in the 
book. 

Explained most of the 
major conflicts in the 
book. 

Explained only some 
of the major conflicts 
of the book. 

Did not explain any 
major conflicts. 

Theme Lists and explains two 
themes that are present 
while also explaining 

two symbols in the 
book. 

Lists and explains one 
theme that is present 
while also explaining 

one symbol in the 
book. 

Lists and explains one 
theme in the book but 
did not find/explain 

any symbols. 

Cannot describe any 
themes or symbols in 
the book. 

Point of 

View/Narration 

Correctly identified the 
point of view of the 
story while also 
explaining in detail 
how the type of 
narration affects the 

progression of the plot. 

Correctly identified the 
point of view of the 
story while also 
somewhat describing 
how the type of 
narration affects the 

progression of the plot. 

Correctly identified the 
point of view of the 
story but could not 
explain how the type 
of narration affects the 
progression of the plot. 

Cannot identify the 
point of view or how it 
affected the 
progression of the plot. 
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Art Rubric 
 

 Exemplary  Accomplished Developing Beginning 

Meets 

Requirements  

More than 5 

pieces of art 

about the novel; 

images 

demonstrate 

major themes and 

characters. 

5 pieces of art 

about the novel; 

images 

demonstrate 

major themes and 

characters. 

3-4 pieces of art 

about the novel; 

images 

demonstrate 

major themes and 

characters. 

1-2 pieces of art 

about the novel; 

images may/may 

not demonstrate 

major themes and 

characters. 

Content  Exceptional 

explanation of 

each image 

Reasonable 

explanation of 

each image 

Fairly reasonable 

explanation of 

each image 

Explanations are 

weak and difficult 

to understand  

Creativity/ 

Attractiveness 

A lot of thought 

was put into 

making the pieces 

of art. Art pieces 

are exceptionally 

attractive in terms 

of design, color, 

layout, and 

neatness. 

Some thought 

was put into 

making the 

making the pieces 

of art. Art pieces 

attractive in terms 

of design, color, 

layout and 

neatness. 

Some thought 

was put into 

making the 

making the pieces 

of art. Art pieces 

are acceptably 

attractive though 

may be a bit 

messy. 

Little thought was 

put into making 

the making the 

pieces of art. Art 

pieces are messy 

or very poorly 

designed. 

Sentences & 

Paragraphs 

Sentences and 

paragraphs are 

complete, well-

constructed and 

of varied 

structure.  

All sentences are 

complete and 

well-constructed 

(no fragments, no 

run-ons). 

Paragraphing is 

generally done 

well. 

Most sentences 

are complete and 

well-constructed. 

Paragraphing 

needs some work. 

Many sentence 

fragments or run-

on sentences OR 

paragraphing 

needs lots of 

work. 

Grammar & 

spelling 

(conventions) 

Writer makes 0-1 

errors in 

grammar, 

punctuation, or 

spelling. 

Writer makes 2-3 

errors in 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

and/or spelling. 

Writer makes 4-5 

errors in 

grammar, 

punctuation, 

and/or spelling 

Writer makes 6+ 

errors in 

grammar, 

punctuation 

and/or spelling. 

 


