
 
 

K E A R N Y    H I G H   S C H O O L 
3 3 6  D e v o n  S t r e e t ,  K e a r n y ,  N e w  J e r s e y  0 7 0 3 2  

 
 

Department of English 
Kathleen A. Astrella, Supervisor 

kastrella@kearnyschools.com / 201-955-5000 Ex:2775 
2017 Summer Reading for Grades 9-12 (Form A) 

 

Assignment: 
 

•During the summer, you are required to read one of the books listed below which have been assigned to your appropriate grade level. While reading 

the book, it is suggested that you keep a double entry journal.  Although optional, it is strongly recommended that you keep a journal as you read as 

it will assist in your essay writing in September. The instructions for the double entry journal are provided for you.  If the double entry journal is 

completed, extra credit will be given.  Journals will be collected September 22, 2017. 
 

•At the beginning of the new school year, you will complete an in-class essay in your English class based on the novel you read.  The essay will be 

used by the classroom teacher to inform instruction for you as well as for the whole class. This assessment will count as a test grade. 
 

•For each novel listed below, you have the option to buy your own copy, download a copy to your e-reader, or obtain a copy from the town library. 
 

Incoming Grade 9: English I Honors, Academic 

The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold 

Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 

The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou  

Incoming Grade 10: English II Honors, Academic 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon (novel) 

Friday Night Lights by HG Bissinger (nonfiction) 

Warriors Don’t Cry by Melba Pattillo Beals (nonfiction) 

Because I am Furniture by Thalia Chaltas (verse narrative) 

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak (novel) 
 

Incoming Grade 11: English III Academic: 

Kindred by Octavia Butler (novel) 

Farewell to Manzanar by Jeanne & James Houston (novel) 

Incoming Grade 11: English III Honors: 

The Color Purple by Alice Walker (novel) MANDATORY FOR HONORS 

Incoming Grade 12: English IV Honors, Academic, General: 

12 Years a Slave by Solomon Northup 

The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Suzanne-Collins/e/B001H6V7I0/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1447945846&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Alice-Sebold/e/B001IOBJOI/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1447945887&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Tatiana-de-Rosnay/e/B001I9OTZO/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1447945918&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Sue-Monk-Kidd/e/B000AQ1N14/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1447945772&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Maya-Angelou/e/B000AQ8Q00/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1447945962&sr=1-1


Directions for Double Entry Journal 
 

On the left hand side: Record your observations, such as quotes from the text that make you think about the story, details that reveal 

important aspects of the story, or questions that you have 
while you read. 

 
On the right hand side: Record your ideas about the quotes, possible answers to your questions, make connections, ask further clarifying or 

probing questions. 

 

NOTE: Below are 7 strategies for filling in a double entry journal.  You can use some or all of the strategies, and you can use a strategy more 

than once.  Be sure to complete the entire chart, using observations from throughout the novel. 
 
 

Student:   Novel: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observations from the Text Reflections and Comments 

1. Quote from text Reflections/Thoughts 

2. Quote from text Connections, such as: 

• Text to Text 

• Text to Self 

• Text to World 

3. Details Do the details reveal something about 

character, plot, conflict, theme etc. 

4. Questions: “I wonder why…” Possible answers:  “Maybe because…” 

5. Quotes from text Questions:  This passage is unclear.  Does 

it mean…?  Could this be important because…? 

6. Quotes from text Social relevance: Race, Class, Gender, Inequalities 

7. Quotes from text Identify literary or rhetorical devices used 

to enhance the text and/or explain how the text is enhanced. 



2017 Summer Reading for Advanced Placement 
 

Grade 11: Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
Read both of the following: 

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger 

AND 

Any book of your choosing from the Man Booker Award or Pulitzer Prize Award lists.  

The Man Booker Award list can be found at: 

http://themanbookerprize.com/fiction/news/man-booker-prize-announces-2016-longlist.  

The Pulitzer Prize Award list can be found at: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/10/business/media/pulitzer-prize-winners. 

 

Complete the Essay Assignment below. 

 

Essay 

  

In an essay of 2-4 pages, compare and/or contrast The Catcher in the Rye to The Man Booker Prize or Pulitzer Prize Award book you chose. You 

may want to compare and/or contrast the books in terms of character development, plot, themes, moral/ethical dilemmas of characters or any 

combination thereof. 

  

Your essay must include an explicit thesis statement and clear, specific evidence to support your claim. This means you must use specific references 

(quotes) to the texts. Although a Works Cited page is not necessary unless you consult outside secondary sources, MLA in-text citations with the 

author’s name and page number are expected. If you are unsure of how to do this, consult the Purdue OWL website. While you do not want to simply 

summarize the books, you must elaborate enough to make your points lucid and coherent. 

 

This assignment will count as an essay grade and will be assessed using the Literary Analysis rubric provided. The assignment is due 

September 22, 2017.  Please take advantage of help period during the first week of school with any questions you may have about the 

assignment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://themanbookerprize.com/fiction/news/man-booker-prize-announces-2016-longlist
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/04/10/business/media/pulitzer-prize-winners


Grade 12: Advanced Placement Literature and Composition  

Please read one of the following novels: 

The Awakening, Kate Chopin 

A Room of One’s Own, Virginia Woolf 

AND 

the following book on poetry: 

Poetry for Students, Volume 41, Gale 

 
Complete the Essay and Poetry Assignment below. 

 

Essay 
Novel:   
Respond to the following prompt by writing a 3-4 page analysis essay. Your essay should include a working thesis, and ample textual evidence.  

 

It has often been said that what we value can be determined only by what we sacrifice. Consider how this statement applies to a character from the 

novel. Select a character who has deliberately sacrificed, surrendered, or forfeited something in a way that highlights that character’s values. Then 

write a well-organized essay in which you analyze how the particular sacrifice illuminates the character’s values and provides a deeper 

understanding of the meaning of the work as a whole. Make sure to site textual evidence. 

 

Poetry Assignment:  

1. Please choose 7 poems that you enjoyed, or that affected you in some way, and briefly explain what it is about each of them that you enjoyed, 

disliked, or found interesting.   

2. Then choose 5 poems from those you read, and answer the following about each: 

 

Poetry goes beyond the rhyming of words. The object of writing a poem is usually to make a very complicated statement, sometimes using as few 

words as possible, so that every word and stanza is packed with meaning. Poetic language could be said to have muscle because, in a sense, it is 

powerful. When a poet writes, he is trying to communicate with the reader in a powerful way.  He uses the elements of poetry to get his point across, 

and these elements consist of a variety of ways to use words to convey his meanings. 

 

In the analysis of your chosen poems, answer these two very important questions: What is the poet trying to say? How does he or she try to say it? 

Make sure to mention not only the imagery, use of denotation versus connotation, figurative language and symbolism, but also deal with the musical 

devices of the poem like rhyme, meter, alliteration, etc.  How do all of these elements get across the poet’s theme or message?  Remember, when 

giving your take on a theme, back up your opinions with textual evidence. Experience, analyze and then EXTEND!!!!! 

 

This assignment will count as an essay grade and will be assessed using the Literary Analysis rubric provided. The assignment is due 

September 22, 2017.  Please take advantage of help period during the first week of school with any questions you may have about the 

assignment. 

 



Grade 11 & 12 Advanced Placement Literary Analysis Rubric 
 

Skill Area 6  

Responses at this level: 

5 

Responses at this level: 

4 

Responses at this level: 

3 

Responses at this level: 

2 

Responses at this level: 

1 

Responses at this level: 

Meaning 

Sound understanding, 

interpretation and 

analysis 

Offers insightful 

interpretations of the text 

with analysis that goes 

well beyond a literal 

level. 

Offers accurate 

interpretations of the 

text with analysis that 

goes beyond a literal 

level. 

Conveys an accurate 

although somewhat 

basic understanding of 

the text and offers 

partially explained 

and/or somewhat literal 

interpretations. 

Conveys a partially 

accurate understanding 

of the text and offers 

few or superficial 

interpretations with a 

tendency to retell. 

Conveys a confused or 

largely inaccurate 

understanding of the 

text and offers unclear 

interpretations. 

Provides no evidence of 

understanding and makes 

no interpretations. 

Development 

Specific and relevant 

details that support the 

thesis 

Develops ideas clearly, 

elaborates on specific 

textual evidence, and 

reveals an insightful 

understanding of the 

author’s use of literary 

elements and techniques. 

Develops ideas 

clearly, explains key 

textual evidence, and 

reveals an 

understanding of 

author’s use of literary 

elements and 

techniques. 

Develops some ideas 

more fully than others, 

using relevant textual 

evidence and reveals 

some understanding of 

the author’s use of 

literary elements and 

techniques. 

Develops ideas briefly 

or partially, using some 

textual evidence but 

without much 

elaboration and reveals 

a vague understanding 

of author’s use of 

literary elements and 

techniques.   

Contains textual 

evidence that is vague, 

irrelevant, repetitive 

and/or unjustified and 

reveals a confused 

understanding of the 

author’s use of literary 

elements and 

techniques. 

Does not include textual 

evidence and reveals no 

understanding of the 

author’s use of literary 

elements and techniques. 

Organization 

Thesis statement and 

organization of key 

elements of support 

and paragraphing 

Contains a compelling 

thesis statement, uses 

insightful analytical 

topics and concluding 

sentences, and makes 

skillful use of transition 

words and phrases. 

Contains a clear thesis 

statement, uses topics 

and concluding 

sentences, and makes 

use of transition words 

and phrases. 

Contains a clear thesis 

statement but ideas 

within paragraphs may 

be inconsistently 

organized.  Makes some 

attempt to use basic 

transitions. 

Fails to maintain focus 

on the thesis statement.  

Exhibits basic structure 

but lacks coherence.  

Makes an inconsistent 

attempt to use 

transitions. 

Establishes a confused 

or irrelevant thesis.  

Exhibits some attempt 

to provide a beginning, 

middle and end.  Makes 

little attempt to use 

transitions. 

Fails to include a thesis.  

Exhibits a complete lack 

of organization.  Makes 

no attempt to use 

transitions. 

Language 

Word choice and 

sentence variety 

Uses language that that 

is precise, engaging and 

sophisticated and 

incorporates a wide 

range of varied sentence 

patterns. 

Uses language that is 

original and 

incorporates some 

varied sentence 

patterns. 

Uses appropriate 

language and makes 

some attempt to use 

sentence variety but 

with uneven success. 

Relies on basic 

vocabulary and relies 

on a limited range of 

syntactic structures. 

Uses language that is 

imprecise or unsuitable 

and reveals a confused 

understanding of how 

to write in complete 

sentences. 

Uses language that is 

incoherent or 

inappropriate and includes 

a preponderance of 

sentence fragments and 

run-ons. 

Conventions 

Spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization, usage 

Demonstrates control of 

the conventions with 

essentially no errors.  

Demonstrates control 

of the conventions, 

exhibiting occasional 

errors only when using 

sophisticated language 

(e.g. punctuation of 

complex sentences). 

Demonstrates partial 

control, exhibiting 

occasional errors that 

do not hinder 

comprehension (e.g. 

incorrect use of 

homonyms). 

Exhibits frequent errors 

that somewhat hinder 

comprehension (e.g. 

agreement of pronouns 

and antecedents, 

spelling of basic words, 

errors in verb tenses). 

Exhibits frequent errors 

that make 

comprehension difficult 

(e.g. subject-verb 

agreement). 

Exhibits numerous errors 

of several kinds.   

 


