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Dual Language Newsletter

PS 184 Shuang Wen School

A Growing Dual Language Program
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Our Dual Language program began in 2010 with our Pre-K and kindergarten
classes and we are continuing to grow and improve our program this year. We
have expanded to include 1st grade and increased the Chinese instruction in Pre-
K and kindergarten by implementing a rollercoaster model rather than just having
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This past summer many of our teachers attended a Chinese Language Summer
Institute. The OELL office is supporting us by providing professional
development and curriculum enhancement. In addition, we are working on
networking with other dual language schools and have been selected to
participate in developing a standards based Chinese curriculum.ig (& {5 » 251
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Save the Date!E| fo! [ 11V]

Parent Workshop Parent Workshop
December 7" -{ = E] = FI December 13“—{ E| 4 = FI

Come learn about the Common Introduction to the Chinese

Core Standards for PreK-2™ grade.
8:30 A.M. in Room 213.E\3J5 fH] -
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Language for Non Chinese
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Our Program
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Our program seeks to have students
achieve academically while
developing fluency in both English
and Chinese. In accordance with
DOE policy, we are using a 50-50
partial immersion or balanced
model. 50% of our instruction is
conducted using English and 50%
using Chinese. = (iU A | &5
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Our Pre-K and Kindergarten classes
follow a self-contained half day
rollercoaster model. One bilingual
teacher instructs his or her class
alternating the instructional
language based on the half day . EI o
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Our First grade follows the side by
side alternate day model. Two
teachers in two different classrooms
instruct in their native languages.
The classes alternate between the
two teachers. — F FRFRE| Elfiii_%fflj
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Here is an overview of our fall curriculum.
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Our Pre-K is learning all about fall. They have been studying apples, pumpkins, and leaves as well as

fall colors. In math, they are working on patterns and counting. They are also working on routines and

oral language. The students have been learning lots of English and Chinese songs. Ask a Pre-K
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Kindergarten /A&7

Kindergarten is off to a great start in learning the habits and routines of a classroom and the school. We are learning about
ourselves through our current social studies and science units. We are focusing on our role in our families and our growing
body. In reader’s workshop, students continue to learn about themselves as individual readers. Students are either working by
himself or herself or in partnership with a classmate or a teacher to build on their interests and explore the components of a
book. As writers, students build on self- related topics while discovering the many purposes of how writing is used such as the
creation and categorization of lists, labeling different parts of their drawings, creating signs to convey a message, or writing
letters or notes to express their opinions and thoughts. In math, we continue to build on our knowledge of numbers, growing
our understanding of patterns, shapes, and concepts of sequencing. Overall, we continue to build the kindergarten classroom-
family connection to learn from each other in building acceptance, tolerance, and open-mindedness to grow and develop
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1 Grade — F 7k

Our first grade is hard at work! First grade is working on building routines and becoming familiar with the side by side
schedule. We are impressed with the children’s ability to adapt and have been reviewing to help them feel successful with the
new model. The 1st grade is utilizing thematic planning. The current theme is community. In reading workshop, we are
focusing on reading skills such as predicting, meaningful partner talk, and building stamina. Expect your child to bring home a
book baggie everyday and read for at least 15 minutes. Students are learning new sight words every week in both English and
Chinese. They are using them to learn new spelling patterns and break apart words as well as focusing on broading their
vocabulary. In writing workshop, they are writing small moments in both English and Chinese. In math the focus is on
money, number sense, and time. The current science topic is weather. In Chinese reading, the students are working on
blending sounds to refine skills as well as memorizing sight words. — =& F&[IVEEE HETI[" o — & FREIES ) Eft' BERPO F{IJ
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We are very proud of our teachers and are committed to maintaining the high quality of our staff. The side by side model
helps us utilize our monolingual teachers while continuing to grow.=% '] 5 PVl ¥ Eb 5 f' Eﬂjg?#] pe FE%F 13 | B F}] fiy
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Roxana Yuen is the newest member of our kindergarten team and Shuang Wen
family. She comes to us from PS 219 and has been teaching for 20 years. She is
currently the general education teacher working with Lucilla Chan in our K-CTT class.
Roxana just spent last summer studying at the Normal University in Shanghai. She is a
wonderful addition to our kindergarten team. Roxana Yuen {50 A\ =y F Fo
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Hua Guo moved from teaching kindergarten at Shuang Wen to being a Chinese
teacher in our 1% grade side by side model. Hua has a master’s degree in bilingual
education as well as a degree in special education. Hua taught in Washington DC
for six years before bringing her expertise to Shuang Wen. Hua Guo F1 4 fLE=Y %)
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Michelle Lee joins our 1* grade team after spending the last 4 years teaching Chinese social studies and supporting math
learning to for grades 3-6 here at SWS. She also has 12 years of experience teaching Chinese language and general education.
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Vera Tang is our new special education teacher in our 2™ grade CTT class. Vera previously worked for 6 years at a public
school in Brooklyn and will be working with the rest of our dual language staff to create our Chinese curriculum for the
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Meeting the Needs of all Children fil Fﬁiﬁ}(%' Elf‘fﬁj,TEl

Shuang Wen, is committed to meeting the needs of all children. Whether a student needs ESL or Chinese language
instruction we are doing everything we can to meet their needs. Lucilla Chan and Lisa Campbell are working with small
groups as part of intervention. We also have Nicole Levin working with ESL students as well as all teachers providing
morning tutoring to students who need additional support. €= U5 ) i Tt f[ TRy 3=1E-2,l S Tu*j}ﬁ #L—F;H\ﬁ‘, LT g
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Benefits of Dual Language %—E—?—“ﬁﬁg Ak

Academic 2%

Children in b111ngua1 programs do as well as or better than their peers in all English
programs. They reap the cognitive, social, personal, and economic advantages of
knowing more than one language. (Cazabon, Lambert, & Heise-Baigorria,2002)$ o <5
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Language Skills ?ﬁ% F T

Students develop full oral and reading and writing proficiency in two languages.

This allows them to see their first language in a comparative perspective, which helps
them analyze and reﬁne their language use. (Cazabon, Lambert, & Heise-
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Worldview {i] Fil
Students in Dual Language programs develop very positive attitudes about themselves and students of other language and
cultural backgrounds. For example, Cazabon, Lambert, & Heise-Baigorria (2002) found that dual language students
showed a great deal of diversity in their friendship choices and were comfortable interacting with people of different
ethnocultural groups. In a very real sense, students in dual language programs become more self-confident because they
are better prepared to engage in a global society that values multiculturalism and bilingualism. 55575058 & ff’f %%H il
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How Parents Can Help Their Child Succeed In DL
Programs % = U[{f" §{= 1%~ —’J[@F J%?F s ?u[l

*Encourage your child to take rlsks in speaking and writing the second language
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*Support the program: parents transmit their positive attitudes to their children
< ﬁ%?ﬁ?"y? DR RV R

*Maintain your native language; model correct structure and pronunciation.
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*Provrde opportunltles to soc1ahze outsrde of your dominant language.
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*Engage your chl{d in conversations about their learning.
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For more information please contact 3F [?’ %1 fi
Lisa Campbell 445 T

Dual Language Coordinator i‘“‘?ﬁ%ﬂﬁ ==
Icampbell@schools.nyc.gov



