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INTRODUCTION

This Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) in conjunction with our original Initial Study (IS)
dated September 19, 2012, serves as the complete IS/MND for this specific project. This report
is being prepared as a subsequent article to the original draft IS and incorporates additional
changes and edits to that document. These revisions and edits are based on the comments
that we received during our 30 day review period and are intended to address and/or mitigate
any issues of concern.

This document has been prepared by the California Montessori Project (CMP), lead agency to
evaluate the potential environmental effect of the proposed Charter School Facility located the
north side of Buckeye Road, approximately 800 feet east of Shingle Springs Road in Shingle
Springs, California. The proposed project will cover an area approximately ten (10) acres in size.
It is a portion of the El Dorado County Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 090-220-26.

Because this action is discretionary in nature, it is subject to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). This document has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and
the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION

The planned construction for the California Montessori Project includes construction of three (3)
new school buildings. The approximate building sizes are proposed to be roughly 9,500
square feet, 8,900 square feet, and 6,300 square feet in size. The facility will include surface
parking, exterior hard courts, athletic fields, and a fire and pick-up/drop-off lane. Planned
parking is provided in one main location. Forty five to fifty (45-50) on-site parking spaces are
planned to be onsite.

The site is located in the city of Shingle Springs. Electricity and Gas will be provided by Pacific
Gas and Electric (PG&E). El Dorado Irrigation District will supply water/wastewater services
capable of supporting the intended schools usage. Garbage services will be provided by El
Dorado Disposal. Fire services will be provided by Latrobe Fire Department. Police services will
be provided by the El Dorado County Sheriff Department.
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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

An initial study was prepared to assess the potential effects of the California Montessori Project,
and the respective significance of those effects. Based on the Environmental Checklist and the
supporting environmental analysis provided in the document, completion of the proposed
project would result in a less than significant impact for the following issues:

 Aesthetics
 Agricultural Resources
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions
 Hazards and Hazardous Materials
 Hydrology and Water Quality
 Land Use and Planning

 Mineral Resources
 Public Services
 Population and Housing
 Recreation
 Transportation/Traffic
 Utilities and Service Systems

Completion of the proposed project would result in less than significant impacts following
implementation of prescribed mitigation for the following issues:

 Air Quality
 Biological Resources
 Cultural Resources

 Geology and Soils
 Noise

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW

The draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study conducted for the proposed California
Montessori Project was available for review at the following location:

California Montessori Project
5330A Gibbons Drive, Suite 700

Carmichael, Ca

California Montessori Project – school office
4645 Buckeye Road
Shingle Springs, Ca

PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD

This proposed Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was available for a 30-day review
period beginning September 28, 2012 and ending October 30, 2012. Written comments were
to be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on October 28, 2012 to:

Robert Holmer, Principal Engineer
Neil O. Anderson and Associates
50 Goldenland Court, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95834

Comments were to be submitted by the same deadline by facsimile to (916) 928-4697.
Comments could have also been submitted at the California Montessori Board Meeting, which
was held at 6:30 p.m. on October 8th, 2012 at the California Montessori Project – Elk Grove
Campus located at 8828 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove, California or November 5th at 4:30 PM at
the CMP Shingle Springs Campus located at 4645 Buckeye Road in Shingle Springs.
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CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Page 1

The site is located within Section 65 of Township 9 North, Range 10 East of the Shingle Springs
Quadrangle, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian.

Page 6

This proposed Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration is available for a 30-day review
period beginning September 28, 2012 and ending October 2830, 2012. Written comments must
be submitted by 4:00 p.m. on October 30, 2012 to:

Robert Holmer, Principal Engineer
Neil O. Anderson and Associates
50 Goldenland Court, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95834

Comments may also be submitted at the scheduled California Montessori Board Meeting,
scheduled for 6:30 p.m. on October 8th, 2012 at the California Montessori Project – Elk Grove
Campus located at 8828 Elk Grove Blvd., Elk Grove, California., or November 5th at 4:30 PM at
the CMP Shingle Springs Campus. Comments may be submitted by the same deadline by
facsimile to (916) 928-4697.

Page 8
The site is located within Section 65 of Township 9 North, Range 10 East of the Shingle Springs
Quadrangle, Mount Diablo Base and Meridian.
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RESPONSE TO WRITTEN COMMENTS
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

CALIFORNIA MONTESSORI PROJECT CHARTER SCHOOL

Letter No. 1
Jeanette Proctor (Neighbor)
Original Letter dated May 8, 2012 to the Planning department. Sent to NOA on
October 26, 2012

1) How will this project affect the value of my property? Will the value of my property
drop? (Especially if you put up a stone wall blocking any view that might be left). Will my taxes
go up? Do homes surrounded by schools sell well? Would I be responsible for injuries of
students who trespass on my property? What reimbursement shall I receive for any damage
caused by the student body?

ANSWER:

CEQA Law and the Public Resources Code Section 21080-21098 as listed below do not require
the particular analysis of the question(s) listed above as they are speculative and are not
directly related to the economic impact in contribution to physical impacts on the environment.

(e) (1) for the purposes of this section and this division, substantial evidence includes
fact, a reasonable assumption predicated upon fact, or expert opinion supported by fact.

(2) Substantial evidence is not argument, speculation, unsubstantiated opinion or
narrative, evidence that is clearly inaccurate or erroneous, or evidence of social or economic
impacts that do not contribute to, or are not caused by, physical impacts on the environment.

2) What are the objectives of California Montessori Project? How large is the school
going to be? What will be the number of buildings? Will there be pre-school, grade school and
high school? How many students are expected?

ANSWER:

The school will be 350 students and 3 buildings which will include K-8. No preschool or high
school level students will utilize the site. The Project Description is in Section 2.0 (page 4 of 47)
of the IS/MND.

3) How will the traffic be handled that will surely happen with this expansion? It is
quite congested now. We have difficulty picking up our mail safely due to the present traffic on
the road. They have a habit of speeding even with the school zone signs endangering their
children as well other children in the neighborhood. We have lost a number of dear pets on the
road also. We have asked the Highway Patrol to check on this problem more than once.
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ANSWER:

Traffic will not increase from current usage. This is because no increase in student body will
occur. This is merely an upgraded facility for the current student body. Furthermore, the El
Dorado County Department of Transportation reviewed the traffic impacts to Buckeye Road and
the project. This information is part of the IS/MND. They determined that the road is
functional and the traffic will not increase for the project as the use remains the same.
Therefore, this is not significant under CEQA law. Speeding of others on the road is not part of
our study and is considered speculative under the CEQA review.

4) What about parking problems? Will there be adequate parking for parents and staff?
There isn’t that much parking along side of the road without blocking traffic.

ANSWER:

There is adequate parking onsite per the design of the school. No impacts from parking are
anticipated.

5) What will be the affect on the surrounding flora and fauna? What is going to happen
to the seasonal creek that flows through the area? Will there be damage to the lovely old Oak
trees on the property?

ANSWER:

The wildlife has been considered in a Biological Study per CEQA and DFG guidelines. It is
attached to the IS/MND. The required mitigation when needed is included. The creek will
remain unchanged. No construction will affect the delineated creek areas per the biologist’s
review. The trees as a whole will not be significantly affected. Individual oaks will be removed
in some cases, and where possible will be retained. In the biologist review the number of trees
removed will not be significant for Oakland area loss. The impacts are therefore considered
less than significant per CEQA law.

6) Have they considered the wildlife in the area which includes the following? Deer,
red tailed hawks, opossums, quail, mice, gophers, raccoons, skunks, coyotes, frogs, buzzards,
moles, wild turkeys, geese, foxes, snakes, doves, owls. I would hate to see yet another portion
of their natural habitat disappears along with a wonderful opportunity to teach children the
importance of a balance ecosystem.
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ANSWER:

The wildlife has been considered in a Biological Study per CEQA and DFG guidelines. It is
attached to the IS/MND. The required mitigation when needed is included. The species above
may or may not be included depending on whether it is an endangered versus non-endangered
species. Overall, the property and development will not affect many of the species as they can
move about and utilize the area before, during, and after construction. No offset for lands has
been purchased in the place of this area, but it is not required by CEQA, County, or State
standards for the property based on the habitat classification and species identified in the
Biological study. Avoidance of any significant areas is attained and will be performed.

7) How will the noise of the school population be dealt with? I have noticed that they
can be quite loud when they are out playing and I don’t live right next to them yet. I don’t want
to be imprisoned by a stone wall that destroys what little view I would have left and has already
proven to be ineffective.

ANSWER:

Schools generally do not reach a threshold of significance for noise increase in decibels above
background conditions under the criteria of CEQA. As mitigation, when they do, a sound
wall/berm is constructed to contain sound. In this case two options exist: a sound wall/berm
with a more limited view, or no sound wall and some additional noise.

The students will be closer than on the old campus to some neighbors, but the proposed play
areas do not directly abut the neighboring property. Because capacity and use remains the
same the noise level itself will not increase. Because proximity changes will allow for students
to be slightly closer to the neighboring properties there may be a perceived noise increase. The
mitigation therefore will be a wall if requested by the neighbors.

COMMENTS AT PUBLIC HEARING
NOVEMBER 5, 2012

Attendees with comments:
Jeanette Proctor & her daughter Lisa Myatt (neighbors)
Tom & Sunny Gillespie (neighbors)

No new concerns were brought up at the hearing pertaining to the new project site. The issues
in the letter by Jeanette Proctor were discussed.
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA Section 21081.6(a)(1) of the Public Resources 
Code requires public agencies, as part of the certification of an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), to prepare and approve a reporting or 
monitoring program. This program should be structured to ensure that changes to the project 
that the California Montessori Project (CMP) has adopted to mitigate or avoid significant 
environmental impacts are carried out during project implementation. 
 
The Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) contained herein is intended to 
satisfy the requirements of CEQA as they relate to the California Montessori Project Charter 
School (IS)/Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). The MMRP is intended to be used by the 
CMP staff and/or project mitigation monitoring agent(s) under hire to the CMP, participating 
agencies, and mitigation monitoring personnel during construction and implementation of the 
project. The intent of the MMRP is to ensure the effective implementation and enforcement of 
adopted mitigation measures. The MMRP will consist of the following components: 
 
COMPLIANCE CHECKLIST 
 
Table 1 contains a compliance monitoring checklist that provides a synopsis of all adopted 
mitigation measures, the entity responsible for their implementation, the entity responsible for 
monitoring, and the timing of implementation. All the mitigation measures presented in Table 
1 will be incorporated into the proposed project.  
 
IMPLEMENTATION AND MONITORING OF MITIGATION MEASURES 
 
Since the mitigation measures will be incorporated into the project, implementation and 
monitoring of mitigation measures will occur at various stages of implementation of the 
project, which may include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

• Implementation of development and design standards, guidelines, and programs for the 
proposed project. 

 
• Reviewing construction plans and equipment staging/access plans to ensure 

conformance with adopted mitigation measures.  
 

• Grading, site preparation; and construction of the proposed project. 
 

• On-site, day-to-day monitoring of construction activities. 
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• Ensuring contractor knowledge of and compliance with all appropriate permit conditions 
and the MMRP. 

 
• Verifying the accuracy and adequacy of contract working. 

 
• Having the authority to require correction of activities that violate project permit 

conditions or mitigation measures. 
 

• Acting in the role of contact for property owners or any other affected personnel who 
wish to register observations of violations of project permit conditions or mitigation. 
Upon receiving any complaints, the inspector shall immediately contact the construction 
representative. The inspector shall be responsible for verifying any such observations 
and for developing any necessary corrective actions in consultation with the 
construction representative of El Dorado County and the City of Shingle Springs. 

 
• Obtaining assistance as necessary from technical experts such as archaeologists in 

order to develop site-specific procedures for implementing the mitigation measures.  
 

• Maintaining a log of all significant interactions, violations of permit conditions or 
mitigation measures, and necessary corrective measures.  

 
Responsibility of implementation and monitoring of mitigation measures will typically reside 
with CMP staff and/or project mitigation monitoring agent(s) under hire to the CMP as 
described in Table 1. 
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• 
In

st
al

l 
sa

nd
ba

gs
 

or
 

ot
he

r 
er

os
io

n 
co

nt
ro

l 
m

ea
su

re
s 

to
 

pr
ev

en
t 

si
lt 

ru
no

ff
 

to
 

pu
bl

ic
 

ro
ad

w
ay

s 
fr

om
 s

ite
s 

w
ith

 a
 s

lo
pe

 g
re

at
er

 
th

an
 o

ne
 p

er
ce

nt
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• 
Bi

ke
 r

ac
ks

 w
ill

 b
e 

lo
ca

te
d 

on
 t

he
 c

am
pu

s.
 

 
• 

Re
cy

cl
in

g 
bi

ns
 

w
ill

 
be

 
lo

ca
te

d 
on

 
th

e 
ca

m
pu

s.
 

 
• 

Th
e 

bu
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in
g 

de
si

gn
 w

ill
 b

e 
en

er
gy

 e
ff

ic
ie

nt
 

an
d 

ha
ve

 e
ne

rg
y 

ef
fic

ie
nt

 li
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tin
g.

 
 B

IO
LO

G
IC

A
L 

R
ES

O
U

R
C

ES
 

 
 

 
 

 
M

it
ig

at
io

n
 M

ea
su

re
 B

R
-1

 
 In

 
or

de
r 
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oi
d 

ta
ke

 
of

 
pr

ot
ec

te
d 

ra
pt

or
s 

an
d 

m
ig

ra
to

ry
 

bi
rd

, 
pr

oj
ec

t 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
sh

ou
ld

 
be

 
sc

he
du

le
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

Se
pt

em
be

r 
1 

an
d 

Ja
nu

ar
y 

31
 i

s 
po

ss
ib

le
. 

If
 

pr
oj

ec
t 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

oc
cu

rs
 

be
tw

ee
n 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 
1 

an
d 

Au
gu

st
 

31
, 

a 
pr

e-
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
ne

st
in

g 
bi

rd
 

su
rv

ey
 

sh
ou

ld
 

be
 

co
nd

uc
te

d 
by

 
a 

qu
al

ifi
ed

 b
io

lo
gi

st
. 

If
 a

ct
iv

e 
ne

st
s 

ar
e 

fo
un

d 
w

ith
in

 
th

e 
su

rv
ey

 a
re

a 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

de
la

ye
d 

un
til

 
th

e 
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ol
og

is
t 

de
te

rm
in

es
 n
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tin

g 
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 c
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pl
et

e.
  

 M
it

ig
at

io
n

 M
ea

su
re
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R
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 o

ak
s 

gr
ea

te
r 

th
an

 3
0 

in
ch

es
 D

BH
 n

ee
d 

to
 b

e 
re

m
ov

ed
, 

on
-s

ite
 r

ep
la

ce
m

en
t 

pl
an

ts
 a

t 
a 

ra
tio

 o
f 
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1 

ar
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m
m

en
de
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at
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 c
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 d
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 r
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y 

fin
d 
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de
te

rm
in

ed
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si
gn
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ca

nt
, 

th
e 

Ca
lif

or
ni

a 
M

on
te

ss
or

i 
Pr

oj
ec

t 
(o

r 
its

 r
ep

re
se

nt
at

iv
e)

 
an

d 
th

e 
ar

ch
ae

ol
og

is
t 

an
d/

or
 p

al
eo

nt
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og
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t 
w

ou
ld

 
m

ee
t 

to
 

de
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rm
in

e 
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e 
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e 

m
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s.
 

 
Al

l 
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

 
cu

ltu
ra

l 
m

at
er

ia
ls

 
re

co
ve

re
d 

sh
al

l 
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su

bj
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t 
to
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ie
nt

ifi
c 

an
al

ys
is

, 
pr

of
es

si
on

al
 

m
us

eu
m

 
cu

ra
tio

n,
 

an
d 

a 
re

po
rt

 
pr

ep
ar

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
qu
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ifi

ed
 a

rc
ha

eo
lo

gi
st

 a
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or
di

ng
 t
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en

t 
pr
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si
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al
 s
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nd

ar
ds
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 If

 
th

e 
di

sc
ov

er
y 

in
cl

ud
es

 
hu

m
an

 
re

m
ai

ns
, 

CE
Q

A 
G

ui
de

lin
es

 S
ec

tio
n 

15
06

4.
5 

(e
)(

1)
 a

nd
 (

e)
(2

) 
sh

al
l 

be
 f

ol
lo

w
ed

, w
hi

ch
 a

re
 a

s 
fo

llo
w

s:
 

 (e
) 

In
 

th
e 

ev
en

t 
of

 
th

e 
ac

ci
de

nt
al

 
di

sc
ov

er
y 

or
 

re
co

gn
iti

on
 

of
 

an
y 

hu
m

an
 

re
m

ai
ns

 
in

 
an

y 
lo

ca
tio

n 
ot

he
r 

th
an

 a
 d

ed
ic

at
ed

 c
em

et
er

y,
 t

he
 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
st

ep
s 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
ta

ke
n:

 
 (1

) 
Th

er
e 

sh
al

l 
be

 
no

 
fu
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he

r 
ex

ca
va

tio
n 

or
 

di
st

ur
ba

nc
e 

of
 

th
e 

si
te
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y 
ne

ar
by

 
ar

ea
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ab

ly
 

su
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te

d 
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ov
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lie

 
ad
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ce

nt
 

hu
m

an
 r

em
ai

ns
 u

nt
il:
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) 
Th

e 
co
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ne

r 
of

 t
he

 c
ou
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y 

in
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

 r
em
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ed

 m
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t 
be

 c
on
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ed
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de
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in
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th
at

 n
o 

in
ve
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ig
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io

n 
of

 t
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 c
au
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 o

f 
de

at
h 

is
 

re
qu

ire
d,

 a
nd

 
 (B

) 
If

 t
he

 c
or

on
er

 d
et

er
m

in
es

 t
he

 r
em

ai
ns

 t
o 

be
 

N
at

iv
e 

Am
er

ic
an

: 
 

Am
er

ic
an

 H
er
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ge

 
Co

m
m

is
si

on
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m
ea

su
re

s.
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n
d 

D
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1.
 

Th
e 

co
ro

ne
r 

sh
al

l 
co

nt
ac

t 
th

e 
N

at
iv

e 
Am

er
ic

an
 

H
er

ita
ge

 C
om

m
is

si
on

 w
ith

 2
4 

ho
ur

s.
 

2.
 

Th
e 

N
at

iv
e 

Am
er

ic
an

 
H

er
ita

ge
 

Co
m

m
is

si
on

 
sh

al
l 

id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 o

r 
pe

rs
on

s 
it 

be
lie

ve
s 

to
 

be
 

th
e 

m
os

t 
lik

el
y 

de
sc

en
de

d 
fr

om
 

th
e 

de
ce

as
ed

 N
at

iv
e 

Am
er

ic
an

. 
3.

 
Th

e 
m

os
t 

lik
el

y 
de

sc
en

de
nt

 
m

ay
 

m
ak

e 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 

to
 

th
e 

la
nd

 
ow

ne
r 

or
 

th
e 

pe
rs

on
 r

es
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ns
ib

le
 f

or
 t

he
 e

xc
av

at
io

n 
w

or
k,

 f
or

 
m

ea
ns

 
of

 
tr

ea
tin

g 
or

 
di

sp
os

in
g 

of
, 

w
ith

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 
di

gn
ity

, 
th

e 
hu

m
an

 
re

m
ai

ns
 

an
d 

an
y 

as
so

ci
at

ed
 

gr
av

e 
go

od
s 

as
 

pr
ov

id
ed

 
in

 
Pu

bl
ic

 R
es

ou
rc

es
 C

od
e 

Se
ct

io
n 

50
97

.9
8,

 o
r 

 (2
) 

W
he

re
 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
co

nd
iti

on
s 

oc
cu

r,
 

th
e 

la
nd

ow
ne

r 
or

 
hi

s 
au

th
or

iz
ed

 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

sh
al

l 
re

bu
ry

 
th

e 
N

at
iv

e 
Am

er
ic

an
 

hu
m
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re
m
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d 
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ci

at
ed

 
gr
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od

s 
w

ith
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th
e 

pr
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er
ty

 
in

 
a 

lo
ca

tio
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t 

su
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ec
t 

to
 

fu
rt

he
r 
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bs

ur
fa

ce
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st

ur
ba

nc
e.

 
 (A

) 
Th
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N
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iv
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Am
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 H
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 t
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t 
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sc

en
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 m
ak

e 
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re
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m
m

en
da

tio
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w
ith

in
 2

4 
ho

ur
s 

af
te

r 
be

in
g 

no
tif

ie
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by
 t

he
 c

om
m

is
si

on
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 (B
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Th
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de
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en
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nt
 

id
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tif
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d 
fa

ils
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m
ak

e 
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m
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en
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tio
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ne
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ct

s 
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m
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 t
he

 d
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an
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 t
he

 
m

ed
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tio
n 

by
 

th
e 

N
at

iv
e 

Am
er

ic
an

 
H

er
ita

ge
 

Co
m

m
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si
on

 
fa

ils
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pr
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e 

m
ea
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r.
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it
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 M
ea
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1 

 
 In

 t
he

 e
ve

nt
 t

ha
t 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
 w

in
d 

er
os

io
n 

of
 s

oi
l 

is
 

ob
se

rv
ed

 
du

rin
g 

co
ns

tr
uc

tio
n 

ac
tiv

iti
es

, 
th

e 
so

il 
su

rf
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e 
sh

al
l b

e 
su

ff
ic

ie
nt

ly
 w

et
te

d 
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 m
in

im
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e 
du
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ge
ne
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n.
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N
O

IS
E 

M
it

ig
at

io
n

 M
ea

su
re

 N
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se
-1

 
 Th

e 
Ca

lif
or

ni
a 

M
on

te
ss

or
i 

Pr
oj

ec
t 

sh
al

l 
en

su
re

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
co

ns
tr

uc
tio

n 
co

nt
ra
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im

pl
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en
ts

 
th

e 
fo

llo
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e 
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du
ci

ng
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Al

l 
eq
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al
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ve
 s
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 d
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ef
fe
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iv
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id

ed
 

by
 

th
e 

m
an

uf
ac

tu
re

r.
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