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1700: April Fools tradition 

popularized 

On April 1st in 1700, English pranksters 

begin popularizing the annual tradition 

of April Fools’ Day by playing practical 

jokes on each other. 

 

Although the day, also called All Fools’ Day, has been celebrated for 

several centuries by different cultures, its exact origins remain a 

mystery. Some historians speculate that April Fools’ Day dates back to 

1582, when France switched from the Julian calendar to the  

Gregorian calendar, as called for by the Council of Trent in 1563. 

People who were slow to get the news or failed to recognize that the 

start of the new year had moved to January 1 and continued to 

celebrate it during the last week of March through April 1 became 

the butt of jokes and hoaxes. These included having paper fish 

placed on their backs and being referred to as “poisson d’avril” (April 

fish), said to symbolize a young, easily caught fish and a gullible 

person. 

 

Historians have also linked April Fools’ Day to ancient festivals such as 

Hilaria, which was celebrated in Rome at the end of March and 
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involved people dressing up in disguises. There’s also speculation that 

April Fools’ Day was tied to the vernal equinox, or first day of spring in 

the Northern Hemisphere, when Mother Nature fooled people with 

changing, unpredictable weather. 

 

April Fools’ Day spread throughout Britain during 

the 18th century. In Scotland, the tradition 

became a two-day event, starting with “hunting 

the gowk,” in which people were sent on phony 

errands (gowk is a word for cuckoo bird, a 

symbol for fool) and followed by Tailie Day, which 

involved pranks played on people’s derrieres, 

such as pinning fake tails or “kick me” signs on them. 

 

In modern times, people have gone to great lengths to create 

elaborate April Fools’ Day hoaxes. Newspapers, radio and TV stations 

and Web sites have participated in the April 1 tradition of reporting 

outrageous fictional claims that have fooled their audiences. In 1957, 

the BBC reported that Swiss farmers were experiencing a record 

spaghetti crop and showed footage of people harvesting noodles 

from trees; numerous viewers were fooled. In 1985, Sports 

Illustrated tricked many of its readers when it ran a made-up article 

about a rookie pitcher named Sidd Finch who could throw a fastball 

over 168 miles per hour. In 1996, Taco Bell, the fast-food restaurant 

chain, duped people when it announced it had agreed to purchase 

Philadelphia’s Liberty Bell and intended to rename it the Taco Liberty 

Bell. In 1998, after Burger King advertised a “Left-Handed Whopper,” 

scores of clueless customers requested the fake sandwich. 

 
Source: Historychanell.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Events & Announcements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Progress reports will be mailed out this Thursday, April 

4th. 

State Regents are scheduled from June 3, 18-23 

and June 25, 2019.  Students will receive two draft 

invitations on April 11th; a second draft was 

distributed on May 30th.  Final invitations will be 

distributed on June 6th.   Be advised, June 3rd is a 

Regents Day.  Students scheduled to take the New 

Framework: Global History & Geography II and/or 

Comprehensive Art Regents must attend school on 

that day.  Students who are not registered to take 

either of these exams do not have to report to 

school unless they have scheduled tutoring or an 

extra-curricular activity.     

 

The PTA has assembled a second class ring 

manufacturer to give parents more latitude with pricing. 

Please forward this to all senior parents. 

The link is: 

https://tinyurl.com/adhs2019ring2 

And we created a short 3 minute tutorial on how to 

navigate the site to customize your own fabulous 

school ring. 

https://artanddesignpta.org/senior-class-ring-2019/ 

https://youtu.be/Gk9XuMMf8cc 

We hope you will use this going forward in the years to 

come. A parent can get a decent senior ring for $60, all 

the way up to $1700 if they choose! 

Miguel Chavez 

PTA President 

Art & Design High School 

917-710-7664 

 

April 10 

Spring 2nd Cycle of PM School 

begins 

April 11 

Regents 1st draft invitations 

distributed during 3rd period 

April 12 

School Safety Meeting  

Tentative NHS Movie Night  

April 18 

ELA Spoken Word 

April 19-26 

Spring Recess School Closed 

April 29 

PTA Executive Board meeting 

 

May 1 

Senior Decision Day 

Wear your college shirt day 

May 2 

End of Marking Period 

Hair Production @3:30 

May 4 

Hair Production @ 1-6 pm 

May 6 

AP Exam:  AM – US Government 

PD – Promethean Board Training 

ALL PE classes report to auditorium 

May 8 

AP Exam:  AM – English Lit 

ALL PE classes report to auditorium 

Grades Due 

May 9 

Parent Teacher Conference  

5:00-8:00 

Hair Production @ 3:30 

ALL PE classes report to auditorium 

May 10 

AP Exam:  US History 

ALL PE classes report to auditorium 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftinyurl.com%2Fadhs2019ring2&data=02%7C01%7CMUrena4%40schools.nyc.gov%7C6c89bdeec585496f710108d6b310979e%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C636893281216579373&sdata=gUGXjccwAolcTKQY7D9PYxYzVVWCaNs6s54%2FrajyQwY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartanddesignpta.org%2Fsenior-class-ring-2019%2F&data=02%7C01%7CMUrena4%40schools.nyc.gov%7C6c89bdeec585496f710108d6b310979e%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C636893281216589383&sdata=c3mIhE2zJSg0LNi6nZUnczYtrJCaeo6c1zMRxPebGJs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FGk9XuMMf8cc&data=02%7C01%7CMUrena4%40schools.nyc.gov%7C6c89bdeec585496f710108d6b310979e%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C636893281216589383&sdata=8Aia2SO9w68JbFqzXXTDgUMZNe4v6DWQwGYUZDEaWMo%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

So much news to share! PTA meeting this week, with our continued elections, funding votes, 

but most importantly - CHOOSE YOUR MAJORS! Plus more... 

 Thursday, April 4, 2019 6:30PM 

Please join us for our April Meeting on Thursday, April 4, 2019 at 6:30pm - 8pm. 

 

Agenda items Treasurer's Report and Principal Ureña's report will be joined with the 

Nomination committee (Elections are in our May meeting) for 2019-2020 school year, 

as well as new funding requests.  

 By Laws Amendment 

We have a special vote at this upcoming meeting, to approve our by laws 

amendment! Your vote counts! As per Chancellor regs, we introduced the changes at 

the March meeting to give our parent body time to look it over. Basically the 

amendments are there to enhance parent participation: clearly spell out that each 

executive position can be run as co-officers. And we set aside two positions for Fall 

elections, allowing incoming parents a chance to join the exec board. There are 

copies of the new draft of the bylaws at the main office, room 607. 

 And finally... 

We would like to welcome the many new families that have signed up for the PTA 

email list! Please note, as has been tradition in years past, you are very much invited to 

attend our PTA meetings and other PTA events - you are just not a voting member - 

yet! 

The Drama Club is about to announce their May performances for HAIR: The Musical, 

with tickets on sale to the GENERAL PUBLIC in April. Like all of their productions, this is a 

MUST SEE! 

The PTA Auction is ramping up! More information about that is here. 

The LAST bake sale of the year by the PTA is Wednesday, April 17. The flyer for that is 

here. 

 

 

https://nam01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fartanddesignpta.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D2b7feb78fe4d9134328d67039%26id%3D315a5979db%26e%3D0c13e9ed5a&data=02%7C01%7Cmurena4%40schools.nyc.gov%7Cc51c70ae44924eb7a12208d6b539c672%7C18492cb7ef45456185710c42e5f7ac07%7C0%7C0%7C636895657094091972&sdata=CgHOhjXcHZ%2BiU8%2BBL78oIf4E9FPMunqAvC3VLzlGt7w%3D&reserved=0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

More Scholastic Awards News: 

Isabella Roman - Junior - Editorial Cartoon 

Angel Melgar - Junior - Digital Art 

Nicholas Trowers - Senior - Editorial Cartoon 

 

Below are pictures from the Met reception for the 

Scholastic Art and Writing Awards. They include 

Nicholas Trowers (Senior - Gold Key for Editorial 

Cartoon) and Isabella Roman (Junior - Gold Key for Editorial Cartoon). Below is Angel 

Melgar's piece that won Gold Key for Digital Art - Angel is a Junior.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In next month’s Parent Bulletin 

we will publish all the names 

of Scholastic Art Awards 

winners; the list is quite 

lengthy which showcases the 

talent our students possess. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


