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INTRODUCTION 
 
This Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) in conjunction with our original Initial Study (IS) 
dated April 26, 2012, serves as the complete IS/MND for this specific project.  This report is 
being prepared as a subsequent article to the original draft IS and incorporates additional 
changes and edits to that document.  These revisions and edits are based on the comments 
that we received during our 30 day review period and are intended to address and/or mitigate 
any issues of concern. 
 
This document has been prepared by the California Montessori Project (CMP), lead agency to 
evaluate the potential environmental effect of the proposed Charter School Facility located 
southeast of Bradshaw Road and Elk Grove Boulevard on Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 134-
0110-078-000 and portions of APN’s 134-0110-077-0000 and 134-0110-076-0000 in Elk Grove, 
Sacramento County, California.   
 
Because this action is discretionary in nature, it is subject to the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA).  This document has been prepared to satisfy the requirements of the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.) and 
the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 et seq.).   
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 
 
The planned construction for the California Montessori Project includes construction of three (3) 
new school buildings.  The buildings include an 8,880 square foot multi-purpose and 
administration building, an 8,800 square foot Kindergarten and classroom ‘B’ building, and a 
6,240 square foot classroom ‘C’ building.  The proposed project will be built in one phase. The 
objective of this subject project is to build a new K-8 Charter School Facility for the California 
Montessori Project. The proposed project will serve approximately 350 students.  The 10-acre 
parcel is also planned for some future portable building expansion.  The facility will include 
surface parking, exterior hard courts, athletic fields, and a fire and pick-up/drop-off lane. 
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Currently, planned parking is provided in two locations. Twenty eight (28) staff parking spaces 
are provided along the south side of the project.  Another ninety five (95) on-site parking 
spaces are located in the main drop-off loading area between the Bradshaw Road entrance and 
exit. A total of one hundred twenty three (123) parking spaces are planned.  
 
The site is located in the city of Elk Grove.  Electricity will be provided by SMUD and natural gas 
will be provided by PG&E.  Elk Grove Water District will supply water and the project will utilize 
an on-site sewage system capable of supporting the intended schools usage.  The project will 
include on-site parking sufficient for the needs of the proposed facility, as well as an on-site 
access road which allows entry to and exit from the site. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 
 
An initial study was prepared to assess the potential effects of the California Montessori Project, 
and the respective significance of those effects.  Based on the Environmental Checklist and the 
supporting environmental analysis provided in the document, completion of the proposed 
project would result in a less than significant impact for the following issues: 
 

i Aesthetics 
i Agricultural Resources  
i Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
i Hydrology and Water Quality 
i Land Use and Planning 
i Mineral Resources 

i Public Services 
i Population and Housing 
i Recreation  
i Utilities and Service Systems 
i Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 
Completion of the proposed project would result in less than significant impacts following 
implementation of prescribed mitigation for the following issues: 
 

i Air Quality  
i Biological Resources 
i Cultural Resources 

i Geology and Soils 
i Noise  
i Transportation/Traffic 

  
DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW 
 
The draft Mitigated Negative Declaration and Initial Study conducted for the proposed California 
Montessori Project was available for review at the following location:  
 

California Montessori Project 
5330A Gibbons Drive, Suite 700 
Carmichael, Ca 
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PUBLIC REVIEW PERIOD 
 
This proposed Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration was available for a 30-day review 
period beginning April 30, 2012 and ending May 30, 2012.  Written comments were to be 
submitted by 4:00 p.m. on May 30, 2012 to:  
 

Robert Holmer, Principal Engineer 
Neil O. Anderson and Associates  
50 Goldenland Court, Suite 100 
Sacramento, CA 95834 
 

Comments were to be submitted by the same deadline by facsimile to (916) 928-4697.  
Comments could have also been submitted at the regular scheduled California Montessori Board 
Meeting, scheduled at 4:00 p.m. on May 30, 2012 at the California Montessori Project-Elk Grove 
Campus located at 8828 Elk Grove Blvd # 4 in Elk Grove, CA 95624.  
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CHANGES AND EDITS TO THE 
INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

 
Page 19 
 
(Addition to Mitigation measure BR-1) 
 
Plant surveys should be performed during the appropriate blooming periods for each species.  
Pre-construction surveys for wildlife and ground nesting birds should be conducted in 
accordance with CDFG.   
 
Page 19 
 
Addition of Mitigation Measure Biology-2 (BR-2) 
 
The following measure will be implemented prior to construction: 
 
The loss of Swainson’s hawk foraging and/or nesting habitat shall be mitigated by participating 
in the City of Elk Grove Swainson’s Hawk Impact Mitigation Fees Ordinance. 
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RESPONSE TO WRITTEN COMMENTS 

INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 
CALIFORNIA MONTESSORI PROJECT CHARTER SCHOOL 

 
 
Letter No. 1 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
May 11, 2012 
 
Comment No. 1 
Discharges whose project disturb one or more acres of soil or where projects disturb less than 
one acre, but are part of a larger common plan of development that in total disturbs one or 
more acres, are required to obtain coverage under General Permit for Storm Water Discharged 
Associated with Construction Activities. Construction activity subject to this permit includes 
clearing, grading, grubbing, disturbances to the ground such as stock piling, or excavation, but 
does not include regular maintenance activities performed to restore the original line, grade, or 
capacity of the facility. The Construction General Permit requires the development and 
implementation of a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). 
 
Response 
Comment noted.  As stated on page 33 of the Initial Study, a SWPPP will be prepared for this 
project. The project will comply with the terms and conditions of the NPDES, as approved by 
the State Water Resources Control Board under Section 402 of the Clean Water Act. 
 
Letter No. 2 
State of California Department of Fish and Game 
May 17, 2012 
 
Comment No. 1 
The project will result in the permanent loss of 10 acres of foraging habitat for the State-listed 
Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni).  Mitigation Measure BR-1 of the MND (page 19) includes 
Pre-construction surveys for Swainson’s hawk.  However the DFG would like to see an 
additional mitigation measure BR-2 added to the MND.  This measure would include the 
information provided in the MND, page 18 “...replacement of foraging habitat in the form of 
easements on off-site lands…” or “…compensatory habitat mitigation via the City of Elk Grove’s 
Mitigation Program”. 
 
Response 
Comment noted. Changes have been made in the MND.  
 
Comment No. 2 
The project site may contain habitat for other State-listed and/or fully protected species such as 
Western burrowing owl, tri-colored black bird, white-tailed kite as well as sensitive or listed 
plant species.  Plant surveys should be performed during the appropriate blooming periods for 
each species.  Pre-construction surveys for wildlife and ground nesting birds should also be 
added to the MND under the Mitigation Measures section.  
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Response 
Comment noted. Changes have been made in the MND. 
 
Letter No. 3 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
May 23, 2012 
 
Comment No. 1 
If the Proponent plans to use State funds for the project, the the Proponent shall comply with 
the requirements of California Education Code, § 17213.1 and § 17213.2, unless otherwise 
specifically exempted under § 17268. 
 
Response 
Comment noted. 
 
Comment No. 2 
If past or present structures existed on the Site, then these structures may have resulted in 
potential environmental concerns at the Site due to lead from lead-based paint and/or 
organochlorine pesticides from termiticide applications.  In addition, past or present electrical 
transformers may have resulted in potential environmental concerns at the Site due to 
polychlorinated biphenyls associated with oils used within older transformers.  DTSC 
recommends that these environmental concerns be investigated and possibly mitigated, in 
accordance with DTSC’s “Interim Guidance, Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Soil 
Contamination as a Result of Lead from Lead-Based Paint, Organochlorine Pesticides from 
Termiticides, and Polychlorinated Biphenyls from Electrical Transformers, dated June 9, 2006”. 
 
Response 
Comment noted.  As stated on page 28 of the Initial Study, there were two (2) Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Reports prepared for Elk Grove Montessori by Youngdahl 
Consulting Group, Inc. (Project Nos. E08352.001 & E08352.002, dated December 10, 2008 & 
October 19, 2011). 
 
Comment No. 3 
If the Site was previously used for agricultural purposes, pesticides (such as DDT, DDE, 
toxaphene) and fertilizers (usually containing heavy metals) commonly used as part of 
agricultural operations are likely to be present.  These agricultural chemicals are persistent and 
bio-accumulative toxic substances.  DTSC recommends that these environmental concerns be 
investigated and possibly mitigated, in accordance with the “Interim Guidance for Sampling 
Agricultural Soils (Third Version), dated August 2008”.  This guidance should be followed to 
samples agricultural properties where development is anticipated. 
 
Response 
Comment noted.  As stated on page 28 of the Initial Study, there were two (2) Phase I 
Environmental Site Assessment Reports prepared for Elk Grove Montessori by Youngdahl 
Consulting Group, Inc. (Project Nos. E08352.001 & E08352.002, dated December 10, 2008 & 
October 19, 2011). 
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Comment No. 4 
If a response action is required at the Site based on the results of the above investigation, 
and/or other information, the Draft IS/MND will require and analysis of the potential public 
health and environmental impacts associated with any proposed response action, pursuant to 
requirements of the CEQA (Pub. Resources Code, Div. 13, §21000 et seq.), and its 
implementing Guidelines (CCR, Title 14, §15000 et seq.), prior to approval or adoption of the 
Draft IS/MND for the project.  A discussion of the mitigation and/or removal actions, if 
necessary, and associated cumulative impacts to the Site and the surrounding environment, 
should be included in the Draft IS/MND.  If sufficient information to discuss the proposed 
mitigation and/or removal actions, and their associated impacts to the Site and the surround 
environment, are not available for inclusion in the Draft IS/MND, then as Addendum or 
Supplement to the Draft IS/MND may be required. 
 
Response 
Comment noted. 
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