
Englewood Public School District 
World Language, Mandarin – Grade 6 (Introduction) 

One Marking Period 

 

Unit 1: About China: geography; history; customs and traditions; food 
 
Overview: During this unit, students will gain general background knowledge about China, including its geography, history, customs, traditions and 
food. 
 
This is a culture-oriented unit. 
 
Time Frame: 3 Weeks 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

• Understanding the geography of China is important to learning the culture of the country.  

• Understanding Chinese history, customs and traditions are important to learning the culture of the country. 
 

Essential Questions:  

• What makes China, China? 

• How has China’s geography impacted its development? 

• What makes China’s history so rich? 

• How does Chinese food differ from Western food? 
 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

 
7.1.NM.C.5  
Name and label tangible 
cultural products and 
imitate cultural practices 
from the target culture(s). 
 
7.1.NM.A.3  
Recognize a few common 
gestures and cultural 
practices associated with the 
target culture(s).  

 
 

Topics 
 

Geography and history of 
China; customs and 
traditions; Chinese food. 
 

Objectives 
 
Students will  

• Understand the location 
and major geographic 
features of China 

 
Students will explore 
China on a map. 
 
Students will color a map 
of China, identifying 
major regions, cities, 
rivers, and mountains. 
 
Students will compare the 
geography of China with 
the US. 
 

 
https://edsitement.neh.gov/le
sson-plan/following-great-
wall-china#sect-introduction 
 
https://www.roughguides.co
m/maps/asia/china/ 
 
https://chinaquest.weebly.co
m/task-1-geography--
nature.html 
 
http://www.yourchildlearns.c
om/china-map.htm 

 
Formative 
Assessments: 
Students explain why 
certain gifts are 
considered inappropriate 
 
Students explain why 
certain numbers are 
considered lucky. 
 
Students explain the 
symbolism behind the 
color red. 

https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/following-great-wall-china#sect-introduction
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/following-great-wall-china#sect-introduction
https://edsitement.neh.gov/lesson-plan/following-great-wall-china#sect-introduction
https://www.roughguides.com/maps/asia/china/
https://www.roughguides.com/maps/asia/china/
https://chinaquest.weebly.com/task-1-geography--nature.html
https://chinaquest.weebly.com/task-1-geography--nature.html
https://chinaquest.weebly.com/task-1-geography--nature.html
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/china-map.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/china-map.htm


  
 
 
 

 

• Learn the geographical 
differences between 
China and the US 

• Learn the history of 
China 

• Understand the key 
elements of the major 
dynasties 

• Explore some of the 
major Chinese customs 
and traditions 

• Compare Chinese 
customs and traditions 
with Western ones 

• Learn about the main 
types of Chinese cuisine, 
both kinds of food and 
regional characteristics 

• Compare Chinese and 
Western food 

• Learn to make 
dumplings 

• Learn to use chopsticks 
 

Students will learn about 
one area (province, city, 
etc.) and present to the 
class. (NJSLSA 

R1)(NJSLA 
R&)(NJSLSA R10)(RH 
6-8.2)(RH 6-8.4)(RH 6-
8.7) 
 
Students will study a 
timeline of Chinese 
history. 
 
Students will research key 
features of a dynasty. 
(NJSLSA R1)(NJSLSA 

R10)(RH 6-8.2)(RH 6-
8.4)(RH 6-8.7) 
 
Students will make 

dumplings (包饺子). 

 
Students will learn about 
one food and introduce it 
to the class. (NJSLSA 
R1)(NJSLSA R10)(RH 
6-8.2)(RH 6-8.4)(RH 6-
8.7) 
 
Students will have a 
chopsticks competition 
(by timing who can pick 
up the most small items in 
a one minute). 
 
Students will write a skit 
with a partner where they 
“save face.” 

 
http://www.yourchildlearns.c
om/mappuzzle/China-
puzzle.html 
 
http://www.yourchildlearns.c
om/china_history_geography
.htm 
 
Use Google Earth to look at 
China from a satellite view 
 
https://geology.com/world/ch
ina-satellite-image.shtml 
 
http://www.chinamaps.org 
 
https://mapchart.net/china.ht
ml 
 
http://www.maps-of-
china.net 
 
https://www.worldatlas.com/
webimage/countrys/asia/cn.h
tm 
 
http://archive.artsmia.org/art-
of-asia/history/chinese-
dynasty-map.cfm 
 
http://www.pbs.org/story-
china/map/#/intro 
 
http://www.chaos.umd.edu/h
istory/time_line.html 
 
http://www.china-
mike.com/chinese-history-
timeline/ 

 
Students explain the 
symbolism of the moon. 
 
Summative 
Assessments:  
Students demonstrate 
their knowledge of 
China’s geography by 
filling in a blank map. 
 
Students write an essay 
discussing some of 
China’s key 
geographical features. 
 
Benchmark 
Assessment: 
Common Formative 
Assessment 
 
Alternative 
Assessments: 

Self-Assessment 
 
Peer Assessment 
 
Participation in class 
 
 
 
 

http://www.yourchildlearns.com/mappuzzle/China-puzzle.html
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/mappuzzle/China-puzzle.html
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/mappuzzle/China-puzzle.html
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/china_history_geography.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/china_history_geography.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/china_history_geography.htm
https://geology.com/world/china-satellite-image.shtml
https://geology.com/world/china-satellite-image.shtml
http://www.chinamaps.org/
https://mapchart.net/china.html
https://mapchart.net/china.html
http://www.maps-of-china.net/
http://www.maps-of-china.net/
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/cn.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/cn.htm
https://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/cn.htm
http://archive.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-map.cfm
http://archive.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-map.cfm
http://archive.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-map.cfm
http://www.pbs.org/story-china/map/#/intro
http://www.pbs.org/story-china/map/#/intro
http://www.chaos.umd.edu/history/time_line.html
http://www.chaos.umd.edu/history/time_line.html
http://www.china-mike.com/chinese-history-timeline/
http://www.china-mike.com/chinese-history-timeline/
http://www.china-mike.com/chinese-history-timeline/


 
http://www.pbs.org/story-
china/timeline/ 
 
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/
timelines/china_timeline.htm 
 
http://www.softschools.com/t
imelines/chinese_history_tim
eline/296/ 
 
http://www.localhistories.org
/china.html 
 
http://www.indiana.edu/~e23
2/Time1.html 
 
https://www.ducksters.com/h
istory/china/timeline_of_anci
ent_china.php 
 
http://en.chinaculture.org/cul
turea-z.html 
 
http://www.ibiblio.org/chines
eculture/contents/food/p-
food-c01s01.html 
 
https://www.slideshare.net/su
laoshi/chinese-food-
introduction 
 
https://chinesepod.com/blog/
2015/06/17/eight-culinary-
traditions-of-china-and-the-
dishes-you-have-to-try/ 
 
https://spoonuniversity.com/l
ifestyle/15-traditional-
chinese-foods 

http://www.pbs.org/story-china/timeline/
http://www.pbs.org/story-china/timeline/
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/timelines/china_timeline.htm
http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/timelines/china_timeline.htm
http://www.softschools.com/timelines/chinese_history_timeline/296/
http://www.softschools.com/timelines/chinese_history_timeline/296/
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http://www.localhistories.org/china.html
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https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=J6xFRlG5Qxg 
 
https://www.chinasichuanfoo
d.com/how-to-make-
dumplings/ 
 
https://chinaquest.weebly.co
m/task-2-history.html 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/wa
tch?v=fFNzX3tYTXU 
 
Companion Texts 
https://www.ducksters.com/h
istory/china/daily_life.php 
https://www.ducksters.com/h
istory/china/geography_of_a
ncient_china.php 
https://www.ducksters.com/h
istory/china/tang_dynasty.ph
p 
https://www.ducksters.com/h
istory/china/emperors_of_chi
na.php 
 
https://www.readworks.org/a
rticle/Traditional-Festivals-
in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-
41ea-9a45-
4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:c
ontent/contentSection:c1877
178-0736-46fb-998a-
9a2262556681/ 
 
 
Additional Resources 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6xFRlG5Qxg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6xFRlG5Qxg
https://www.chinasichuanfood.com/how-to-make-dumplings/
https://www.chinasichuanfood.com/how-to-make-dumplings/
https://www.chinasichuanfood.com/how-to-make-dumplings/
https://chinaquest.weebly.com/task-2-history.html
https://chinaquest.weebly.com/task-2-history.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFNzX3tYTXU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFNzX3tYTXU
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/daily_life.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/daily_life.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/geography_of_ancient_china.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/geography_of_ancient_china.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/geography_of_ancient_china.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/tang_dynasty.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/tang_dynasty.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/tang_dynasty.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/emperors_of_china.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/emperors_of_china.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/china/emperors_of_china.php
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/
https://www.readworks.org/article/Traditional-Festivals-in-East-Asia/4da033e1-b1b9-41ea-9a45-4e2a873877c6#!articleTab:content/contentSection:c1877178-0736-46fb-998a-9a2262556681/


Students use a map of China 
as a graphic organizer to 
place the types of Chinese 
foods. 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
 
Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be attended 
to by all instructional leaders. Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to support this 
learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered.  
 
ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 
 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  
 
Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will be 
reviewed to determine support. This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to UDL, 
time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations. More time will be made available with a certified instructor to aid students in 
reaching the standards. 
 
Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 
complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  
 
 

English Language Learners 
 
● Speak and display 

terminology  

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Provide ELL students with 

multiple literacy strategies. 

● Word walls 

● Use peer readers 

● Give page numbers to help 

the students find answers 

● Provide a computer for 

written work 

Special Education 
 
● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated in 

the student’s IEP 

● Work with paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

● Work with a partner 

● Provide concrete examples  

● Restructure lesson using UDL 
principals 
(http://www.cast.org/our-
work/about-
udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA). 

At-Risk 
 
● Using visual demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give directions/instructions verbally 
and in simple written format. Oral 
prompts can be given. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify instructions by 

modeling what the student is expected 

to do 

● Instructions may be printed out in large 

print and hung up for the student to see 

during the time of the lesson. 

Gifted and Talented 
 
● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking skills 

● Adjusting the pace of lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

● Engage students with a 
variety of Science and 
Engineering practices to 
provide students with 
multiple entry points and 

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


● Provide two sets of 

textbooks, one for home 

and one for school 

● Provide visual aides 

● Provide additional time to 

complete a task 

● Use graphic organizers 

 

 

● Provide students with multiple 
choices for how they can 
represent their understandings 
(e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, 
illustrations, graphs, charts, data 
tables, multimedia, modeling).  

 

● Review behavior expectations and 

make adjustments for personal space or 

other behaviors as needed. 

● Structure lessons around questions that 
are authentic, relate to students’ 
interests, social/family background and 
knowledge of their community. 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
connect with people of similar 
backgrounds (e.g. conversations via 
digital tool such as SKYPE, experts 
from the community helping with a 
project, journal articles, and 
biographies).  

 

multiple ways to 
demonstrate their 
understandings. 

● Use project-based science 
learning to connect science 
with observable phenomena. 

● Structure the learning around 
explaining or solving a 
social or community-based 
issue. 

● Collaborate with after-school  
programs or clubs to extend 
learning opportunities. 

 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 

ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific 
textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
 

 
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
 

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
  



Integration of Technology Standards: 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

Integration of 21st Century Standards: 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular 
 activities for use in a career.  

 

Key Vocabulary:  

中国、北京、上海、台湾、长城、包子、饺子、炒饭、炒面、酸辣汤 

Key Language Structures: N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Englewood Public School District 
World Language, Mandarin – Grade 6 (Introduction) 

One Marking Period 

Unit 2: Chinese: greetings; numbers; self; characters 
 
Overview: During this unit, students will learn some very basic Chinese, including how to greet each other and teachers, how to introduce 
themselves, and how to count. Students will also begin to learn about Chinese characters. 
 
Students will develop listening comprehension skills, oral language, and acquire new vocabulary while reinforcing their primary language skills.  
 
Time Frame: 4 Weeks 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

• Greeting people and asking others about themselves in appropriate Chinese is an important language skill. 

• Counting from 1-99 is an important language skill. 



• Recognizing certain Chinese characters as well as key parts/radicals of Chinese characters is a critical language skill. 
 
Essential Questions:  

• How do Chinese numbers differ from numbers in English? 

• Are characters a better or worse way of representing meaning than an alphabet? 
 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

 
7.1.NM.A.2  
Demonstrate comprehension 
of simple, oral and written 
directions, commands, and 
requests through 
appropriate physical 

response.  
 
7.1.NM.A.3  
Recognize a few common 
gestures and cultural 
practices associated with the 

target culture(s).  
 
7.1.NM.A.4  
Identify familiar people, 
places, and objects based on 
simple oral and/or written 

descriptions.  
 
7.1.NM.A.5  
Demonstrate comprehension 
of brief oral and written 
messages using age- and 
level-appropriate, culturally 

authentic materials on 
familiar topics. 
 
7.1.NM.B.2  
Give and follow simple oral 
and written directions, 

Topics 
 

The Chinese language, 
including greetings, 
numbers, self-introduction, 
and Chinese characters. 
 

Objectives 
 

Students will  

• be able to greet other 
people appropriately 

• introduce themselves, 
including name, age, 
nationality, and family 

• ask basic questions of 
others 

• count from 1 to 99 

• write basic Chinese 
characters 

• use correct stroke order 

• understand how Chinese 
characters are structured 

 

 
Students will greet each 
other and the teacher in 
Chinese. 
 
Students will fill in a 
number table. 
 
Students will do basic 
math orally. 
 
Students will introduce 
themselves to each other. 
 
Students will identify the 
radicals of characters. 
 
Students will write 
Chinese characters. 
 

Students sing, 一二三四

五六七，我的朋友在哪

里 song 

 
 
 

 
Beginning lessons of any 
middle school Chinese 
textbook 
 
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Ra
dical_index.htm 
 
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/La
ng%20work/Radicals/Stroke
s&Radicals.htm 
 
http://www.archchinese.com 
 
https://voicethread.com 
 
https://flipgrid.com 
 
https://www.lingt.com 
 
Companion Texts 
https://newsela.com/read/lib-
history-chinese-
writing/id/33054/ 
(NJSLA R1)(NJSLA 
R&)(NJSLA R10)(RH 6-

8.2)(RH 6-8.2)(RH 6-
8.4)(RH 6-8.7) 
 
Additional Resources 
Students create a character 
practice log. 

Formative 
Assessments: 
Students create math 
problems for other 
students to solve. 
 
Students introduce 
themselves on 
Voicethread or Lingt or 
Flipgrid. 
 
Teacher observes and/or 
takes anecdotal notes of 
students, focusing on 
verbal or non-verbal 
indications of 
comprehension while 
they are speaking, 
listening individually or 
with partners/groups. 
 

Teacher assesses 
students by observing 
and/or taking anecdotal 
notes to determine 
whether students 
understand and can use 
unit vocabulary words 
correctly. 
 
Teacher assesses 
students by observing 
and/or taking anecdotal 

http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Radical_index.htm
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Radical_index.htm
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Strokes&Radicals.htm
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Strokes&Radicals.htm
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/Lang%20work/Radicals/Strokes&Radicals.htm
http://www.archchinese.com/
https://voicethread.com/
https://flipgrid.com/
https://www.lingt.com/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-chinese-writing/id/33054/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-chinese-writing/id/33054/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-history-chinese-writing/id/33054/


commands and requests 
when participating in age-
appropriate classroom and 
cultural activities. 

 
7.1.NM.B.3  
Imitate appropriate gestures 
and intonation of the target 
culture(s)/language during 
greetings, leave-takings, and 

daily interactions. 
 
 
 

 
Students create a vocabulary 
review log. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

notes to determine 
whether students 
understand and can use 
unit language structures 
correctly. 
 
Benchmark 
Assessment: 
See Unit 1 for quarterly 
assessment 
 
Summative 
Assessments: 
Assessment on radicals 
of characters 
 
Assessment on writing 
Chinese characters 
 
Performance evaluation 

of 一二三四五六七，

我的朋友在哪里 song 

 
Alternative 
Assessments: 
Self-Assessment 
 
Peer Assessment 
 
Participation in class 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
 
Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be 
attended to by all instructional leaders. Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to 
support this learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered.  
 
ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 
 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


 
Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work 
will be reviewed to determine support. This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With 
considerations to UDL, time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations. More time will be made available with a certified 
instructor to aid students in reaching the standards. 
 
Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 
complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  
 

English Language Learners 

 
● Speak and display 

terminology  

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Provide ELL students 

with multiple literacy 

strategies. 

● Word walls 

● Use peer readers 

● Give page numbers to 

help the students find 

answers 

● Provide a computer for 

written work 

● Provide two sets of 

textbooks, one for home 

and one for school 

● Provide visual aides 

● Provide additional time to 

complete a task 

● Use graphic organizers 

 

 

Special Education 

 
● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated in 

the student’s IEP 

● Work with paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

● Work with a partner 

● Provide concrete examples  

● Restructure lesson using UDL 
principals 
(http://www.cast.org/our-
work/about-
udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA) 

● Provide students with multiple 
choices for how they can 
represent their understandings 
(e.g. multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, 
illustrations, graphs, charts, 
data tables, multimedia, 
modeling).  

 

At-Risk 

 
● Using visual demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give directions/instructions verbally 
and in simple written format. Oral 
prompts can be given. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify instructions 

by modeling what the student is 

expected to do 

● Instructions may be printed out in 

large print and hung up for the 

student to see during the time of the 

lesson. 

● Review behavior expectations and 

make adjustments for personal space 

or other behaviors as needed. 

● Structure lessons around questions 
that are authentic, relate to students’ 
interests, social/family background 
and knowledge of their community. 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
connect with people of similar 
backgrounds (e.g. conversations via 
digital tool such as SKYPE, experts 
from the community helping with a 

Gifted and Talented 

 
● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking 

skills 

● Adjusting the pace of 

lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

● Engage students with a 
variety of Science and 
Engineering practices to 
provide students with 
multiple entry points and 
multiple ways to 
demonstrate their 
understandings. 

● Use project-based science 
learning to connect science 
with observable 
phenomena. 

● Structure the learning 
around explaining or 
solving a social or 
community-based issue. 



project, journal articles, and 
biographies).  

 

● Collaborate with after-
school programs or clubs 
to extend learning 
opportunities. 

 

 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 

ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   
NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
 

RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from 
prior knowledge or opinions. 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
 

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Integration of Technology Standards: 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

Integration of 21st Century Standards: 
9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through  school, home, work, and extracurricular activities f
or use in a career.  

 

Key Vocabulary:  



我、你、您、她、他、好、吗、叫、名字、什么、学生、老师、岁、美国人、家、爸爸、妈妈、哥哥、姐姐、弟弟、妹妹、几、一、

二、两、三、四、五、六、七、八、九、十、个、朋友、加、减、乘、除、等于 

Key Language Structures:  

是、不是、吗、什么、有没有、V不 V？ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Englewood Public School District 
World Language, Mandarin – Grade 6 (Introduction) 

One Marking Period 

 

Unit 3: Handicrafts: knots; paper cutting; calligraphy 
 
Overview: During this unit, students will learn how to make Chinese knots, do basic Chinese paper cutting, and learn the basics of Chinese 
calligraphy. 
 
This is a culture-oriented unit. 
 
Time Frame: 1 Week 
 
Enduring Understandings: 

• Chinese handicrafts are an important part of the culture.  
 

Essential Questions:  



• How does calligraphy manifest itself in Chinese art? 

• Why is calligraphy so prevalent in Chinese art (in contrast to calligraphy in Western art)? 

• Why is calligraphy so highly valued by Chinese? 
 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

 
7.1.NM.C.5  

Name and label tangible 
cultural products and 
imitate cultural practices 
from the target culture(s).  
 
7.1.NM.A.3  
Recognize a few common 

gestures and cultural 
practices associated with the 
target culture(s).  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Topics 
 

Chinese handicrafts, 
including knot tying, paper 
cutting, and calligraphy 
 

Objectives 
 

Students will  

• be able to tie several 
traditional Chinese 
decorative knots 
 

• cut some characters and 
images from paper 

• hold and use a Chinese 
calligraphy brush 

• write basic characters in 
calligraphy 

 

 
Students will tie Chinese 
knots. 
 
Students will make 
Chinese paper cuts. 
 
Students will write 
Chinese characters using 
calligraphy brush, paper 
and ink.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
http://chineseknotting.org 
 
http://www.wmuconfucius.or
g/workshop/knotting 
 
https://www.nbeads.com/arti
cle-step-by-step-knots-
tutorial-how-to-tie-a-chinese-
button-knot-354.html 
 
https://rampages.us/tangyu/2
017/02/15/diy-chinese-knot/ 
 
http://confuciusmag.com/chi
nese-knots-by-a-deft-hand 
 
https://www.diyju.com/zhon
gguojie/jc/ 
 
http://www.bianzhirensheng.
com/s/zhongguojie.html 
 
https://www.rouding.com/ch
uantongshougong/minjianyis
hu/ 
 
https://www.zhidiy.com/jian
zhi/ 
 
https://www.jianshu.com/p/0
de8937955c0 
 

 
Formative 

Assessments: 
Observation of 
participation 
 
Students demonstrate 
their ability to write a 
character. 
 
Students demonstrate 
their ability to tie a knot. 
 
Students demonstrate 
their ability to do a 
paper cutting. 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 
Assessment on Chinese 
character calligraphy 

 
Benchmark 
Assessment: 
See Unit 1 for quarterly 
assessment 
 
Alternative 

Assessments: 
Self-Assessment 
 
Peer Assessment 
 
Participation in class 

http://chineseknotting.org/
http://www.wmuconfucius.org/workshop/knotting
http://www.wmuconfucius.org/workshop/knotting
https://www.nbeads.com/article-step-by-step-knots-tutorial-how-to-tie-a-chinese-button-knot-354.html
https://www.nbeads.com/article-step-by-step-knots-tutorial-how-to-tie-a-chinese-button-knot-354.html
https://www.nbeads.com/article-step-by-step-knots-tutorial-how-to-tie-a-chinese-button-knot-354.html
https://www.nbeads.com/article-step-by-step-knots-tutorial-how-to-tie-a-chinese-button-knot-354.html
https://rampages.us/tangyu/2017/02/15/diy-chinese-knot/
https://rampages.us/tangyu/2017/02/15/diy-chinese-knot/
http://confuciusmag.com/chinese-knots-by-a-deft-hand
http://confuciusmag.com/chinese-knots-by-a-deft-hand
https://www.diyju.com/zhongguojie/jc/
https://www.diyju.com/zhongguojie/jc/
http://www.bianzhirensheng.com/s/zhongguojie.html
http://www.bianzhirensheng.com/s/zhongguojie.html
https://www.rouding.com/chuantongshougong/minjianyishu/
https://www.rouding.com/chuantongshougong/minjianyishu/
https://www.rouding.com/chuantongshougong/minjianyishu/
https://www.zhidiy.com/jianzhi/
https://www.zhidiy.com/jianzhi/
https://www.jianshu.com/p/0de8937955c0
https://www.jianshu.com/p/0de8937955c0


Youtube videos showing 
calligraphy being written 
 
http://education.asianart.org/
explore-
resources/background-
information/introduction-
chinese-calligraphy 
 
Companion Texts 
https://www.readworks.org/a
rticle/An-Empire-Built-on-
Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-
8391-
f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:co
ntent/ 
 
http://www.ancientpages.co
m/2017/03/15/ancient-
chinese-version-of-quipu-
tradition-of-tying-knots-
dates-back-to-antiquity/ 
(NJSLA R1)(NJSLA 

R&)(NJSLA R10)(RH 6-
8.2)(RH 6-8.2)(RH 6-
8.4)(RH 6-8.7) 
 

 
 

Accommodations and Modifications: 
 

Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be 
attended to by all instructional leaders. Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to 
support this learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered.  
 
ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 
 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  
 
Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will 
be reviewed to determine support. This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to 
UDL, time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations. More time will be made available with a certified instructor to aid 

http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/background-information/introduction-chinese-calligraphy
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/background-information/introduction-chinese-calligraphy
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/background-information/introduction-chinese-calligraphy
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/background-information/introduction-chinese-calligraphy
http://education.asianart.org/explore-resources/background-information/introduction-chinese-calligraphy
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
https://www.readworks.org/article/An-Empire-Built-on-Paper/2bbe3b66-1726-4690-8391-f9962eb82c5b#!articleTab:content/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/03/15/ancient-chinese-version-of-quipu-tradition-of-tying-knots-dates-back-to-antiquity/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/03/15/ancient-chinese-version-of-quipu-tradition-of-tying-knots-dates-back-to-antiquity/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/03/15/ancient-chinese-version-of-quipu-tradition-of-tying-knots-dates-back-to-antiquity/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/03/15/ancient-chinese-version-of-quipu-tradition-of-tying-knots-dates-back-to-antiquity/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/03/15/ancient-chinese-version-of-quipu-tradition-of-tying-knots-dates-back-to-antiquity/
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


students in reaching the standards. 
 
Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 
complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  
 

English Language Learners 
 
● Speak and display 

terminology  

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Provide ELL students with 

multiple literacy strategies. 

● Word walls 

● Use peer readers 

● Give page numbers to help 

the students find answers 

● Provide a computer for 

written work 

● Provide two sets of 

textbooks, one for home 

and one for school 

● Provide visual aides 

● Provide additional time to 

complete a task 

● Use graphic organizers 

 

 

Special Education 
 
● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated in 

the student’s IEP 

● Work with paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

● Work with a partner 

● Provide concrete examples  

● Restructure lesson using UDL 
principals 
(http://www.cast.org/our-
work/about-
udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA). 

● Provide students with 
multiple choices for how they 
can represent their 
understandings (e.g. 
multisensory techniques-
auditory/visual aids; pictures, 
illustrations, graphs, charts, 
data tables, multimedia, 
modeling).  

 

At-Risk 
 
● Using visual demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give directions/instructions verbally 
and in simple written format. Oral 
prompts can be given. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify instructions by 

modeling what the student is 

expected to do 

● Instructions may be printed out in 

large print and hung up for the 

student to see during the time of the 

lesson. 

● Review behavior expectations and 

make adjustments for personal space 

or other behaviors as needed. 

● Structure lessons around questions 
that are authentic, relate to students’ 
interests, social/family background 
and knowledge of their community. 

• Provide opportunities for students to 
connect with people of similar 
backgrounds (e.g. conversations via 
digital tool such as SKYPE, experts 
from the community helping with a 
project, journal articles, and 
biographies).  

 

Gifted and Talented 
 
● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking 

skills 

● Adjusting the pace of 

lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

● Engage students with a 
variety of Science and 
Engineering practices to 
provide students with 
multiple entry points and 
multiple ways to 
demonstrate their 
understandings. 

● Use project-based science 
learning to connect science 
with observable 
phenomena. 

● Structure the learning 
around explaining or 
solving a social or 
community-based issue. 

● Collaborate with after-
school programs or clubs 
to extend learning 
opportunities. 

 



 
 
Interdisciplinary Connections: 

ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences and relevant connections from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in 
words. 
NJSLSA.R10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
 

Social Studies:  
RH.6-8.2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source. 
RH.6-8.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary specific to domains related to 
history/social studies. 
RH.6-8.7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) with other information in print and digital texts. 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 
  

Integration of Technology Standards: 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real world problem using digital tools. 

Integration of 21st Century Standards: 
9.2.8.B.3 
Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities fo
r use in a career.  

 

Key Vocabulary:  

写字、汉字、简体字、繁体字、书法、笔、墨水、纸、中国结、编、剪纸、剪刀 

Key Language Structures:  
N/A 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes: 
 
Please see the extensive notes that accompany this curriculum. 


