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by Dario Javier

After more than two years 
the school is about to have a new 
website.  Ms. Ruiz has started a 
web design club, which is open 
to all students.

In early April, Ms. Ruiz 
volunteered to start the club 
to develop a school website.  
“Not only will this benefi t the 
school, but it will also benefi t 
the students.  Producing and 
maintaining a school website 
is a lot of work for one person.  
With all the students involved 
we can get a lot more info and at 
a faster rate,” said the school’s 
principal, Ms. Burg.  “This club 
may actually lead to an amazing 
website and I’m willing to take 

by Henry Rivas

Senior Natalie Kavral and 
Junior Kelly Ann Kato both 
placed fi rst at the Skills USA 
competition on April 13-15, 
held in Syracuse, New York.  
Natalie Kavral took fi rst place 
for the Plumbing Competition, 
and Kelly Ann Kato placed fi rst 
in the Electronics Applications 
competition.  Both students will 
be advancing to the national 
Skills USA competition in 
Kansas City, Missouri from 
June 20-25. 

Along with the two fi rst-
place winners, two Queens 
Voc students placed third.  
Tristan Ponce took third in 
the plumbing competition and 
Stephanie Gonzalez took third 
in Electronics Technology.  

On Saturday, February 12, 
twelve students participated 
in Queens Voc’s fi rst ever in-
school Skills USA competition. 
The in-school competition was 
held so teachers could choose 
which students would represent 
the school in the statewide 

competition.  “This competition 
gave us and parents the chance 
to see our students perform 
technical skills to established 
industry standards in timed 
events, putting into action the 
skills they have been learning 
in their training programs,” 
said Mr. Cintron, the Skills 
USA advisor.  

Elixandria Brienza placed 
fi rst in the Residential Wiring 
Competition and advanced 
to the statewide Skills USA 
competition.  Francesca Duarte 
and Natalie Kavral, placed 
fi rst and second out of fi ve 
competitors and also advanced 
to the statewide competition.  

Francesca Duarte was unable 
to compete in the statewide 
competition.  Instead, Tristan 
Ponce, the third place winner, 
advanced to the statewide 
competition. Dennis Ortega 
placed fi rst in the Industrial 
Motor Control competition.  
“The competition tested my 
knowledge in motor control 
and gave me a preview on how 
the real competition was going 

School Website:
QueensVoc.org

Skills USA Competitors take Four Top 
Spots in Statewide Competition

Natalie: state plumbing ace.

to be,” said Dennis.  
The contestants in the 

Industrial Motor Control 
competition were judged on 
safety, diagrams, measurements, 
conduit bending, and neatness.  
The Residential Wiring 
competition was scored on 
safety, height measurements, 
wiring methods, grounding, 
splices, neatness, and operation.  
The Plumbing Competition 
was judged on measurements, 
accuracy, neatness, time, and 
proper placing of fi ttings and 
proper pitching.

Six other students 
represented Queens Voc in 
the statewide competition:  
Yasin Khan competed in 
the Computer Maintenance 
Technology contest, Kevin 
Peterson competed in the 
Job Demonstration contest, 
Katherine Arias competed 
in Related Technical Math, 
Chaimae Benali competed in 
Advertising Design, Maria Toro 
competed in Job Interview, and 
Shanice Xochmitl competed in 
Extemporaneous Speech.

Natalie, Tristan, Kelly, and Stephanie shining with their medals.

that chance,” said Ms. Burg.
“The reason for the website 

is to provide students, staff, 
parents, and industry partners 
with the latest information about 
our school.  This will expand 
school spirit and increase parent 
and community involvement,” 
said Ms. Ruiz, a graphic arts 
teacher.  Even though the 
current club members are all 
her students, the club is open to 
any other student interested in 
helping.  “I also asked students 
who are in sports and leadership 
to help out by getting info for 
the site.  We need everyone to 
work together to make it happen 
for our school,” said Ms. Ruiz.  

continued on page 2
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by Armando Avila 
& Karina Villalobos

Over 40 guest speakers 
came to Queens Voc for the 
annual Career Day, which 
was held on Friday, May 13.  
Collectively, the guests spoke 
to over 120 classes.

Barbers, electricians, 
plumbers, graphic artists, TV 
producers, a chiropractor, 
elected offi cials, and many other 
occupations were represented.

Guests began arriving 
at 7:30am and went to the 
library, where they were treated 
breakfast.  During breaks 
between visits to classes guests 
could go and relax in the library 
as well.  At 12:30pm lunch was 
available.  Ms. Vittor said it 

was a way of thanking visitors 
for their participation. 

“There were some glitches, 
such as name tags, or guests 
running late.  But as the morning 
went on everything smoothed 
out and worked out quite well,” 
said Ms. Burg, “I believe it was 
a success.” 

Some students agreed.  
Freshman Maria Perez said she 
enjoyed Career Day and found 
it very informative.  However 
she said she would have liked 
to see more guests.  

“I thought it was really 
good for us seniors that are still 
undecided about what we want 
to pursue as a career.  Through 
Career Day we can explore 

Career Day:
Speakers Motivate Students   
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Guests converse while enjoying breakfast together.
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“Our school hasn’t had 
an offi cial website in the 
past few years because the 
time to maintain the website 
was incredible, and monthly 
maintenance was very time 

School 
Website

continued from page 1

by Julissa Ballesteros

SCEET
The juniors, sophomores, 

and some seniors in SCEET, 
as well as the Skills USA 
participants, attended Physics 
Day at Great Adventure, on 
Friday, May 6.  The Robotics 
Competition located in Hofstra 
University was held on Friday, 
March 25 from 8:30am to 
6:30pm.  In the Long Island 
Regional the robotics team came 
in fi fth place out of 50 teams 
and won the Xerox creativity 
award.  The New York regional 
the Robotics team placed 21 
out of 66 teams.

SES
There was an SES ceremony 

for honor roll students and 
those with improved attendance 
and grades, on Wednesday May 
11.  Virtual Enterprise students 
participated in U.S. Network 
of VE International Tradeshow 
on April 7.  Ashley Deaza 
represented Diverse City Wear, 
Queens Voc’s VE company, at 
the Global Business Challenge, 
part of this year’s youth business 
summit.  Ashley worked with 
other students from various parts 
of the world.  The team mission 
was to use a Harvard University 
case study to come up with a 
business decision on how to 
proceed globally.  Six students 
traveled to the annual NYS 
FBLA conference in Rochester, 
N.Y.  Brenda Jerez placed third 
in the state for networking 
concept and came in seventh 
place for computer problem 

by Janice Ramirez
& Karina Villalobos

Queens Voc held its fourth 
annual Young Women’s 
Breakfast, on Feb. 8, from 9am-
11am, in the student cafeteria.  
According to Ms. Dattner, the 
breakfast was held to increase 
the freshmen girls’ awareness of 
career options, and to increase 
female applications to non-
traditional CTE programs.

As the young ladies walked 

in they were handed colored  
index cards, which were used 
to divide the girls into smaller 
groups to speak with the 
tradeswomen on a more personal 
level.     This was Queens Voc’s 
fi rst time breaking the girls into 
smaller groups.

When the tradeswomen 
asked what they considered 
traditional jobs for women, 
the most common answers 
were: nurses, hairdressers, 
and secretaries.  “If you hear 

Fourth Annual Young 
Women’s Breakfast

Freshmen girls get a lesson on non-traditional jobs.

What’s News in the SLC’s?

by Armando Avila

The Future Business 
Leaders of America State 
Leadership Conference was 
held from April 5 to April 8 
at the Riverside Convention 
Center in Rochester, New 
York.  

Kevin Acosta competed in 
Accounting I, Tina Callanan 
competed in Business 
Calculations, Jonathan Castro 
and Eddie Fernandez competed 
in Personal Finance, Brenda 
Jerez competed in Networking 
Concepts and Computer 
Problem Solving, and Andrea 
Sacharsky competed in 
Spreadsheet Applications.  

Brenda Jerez placed third 
in Networking Concepts and 
seventh for Computer Problem 
Solving.  Andrea Sacharsky 
placed 5th for Spreadsheet 
Applications.  Brenda will 
advance to the FBLA National 
Competition, which will be 
held from June 28 to July 1 in 
Orlando, Florida.

Andrea said she believes 

that their ability to stay focused 
and calm is what helped them 
succeed.

“I think we represented 
our school well and I was 
super proud that we always 
come from the local and state 
conference with winners.” said 

Ms. Mitchell, FBLA advisor.
After completing their 

Tuesday tutoring period 
assignments, the members 
met to prepare for the state 
conference.  Groups were 

the word non-traditional job 
[for women] 99 percent of the 
time it makes more money,” 
according to tradeswoman 
Veronica Session. 

The morning discussions 
“made me think more about 
what I want to do,” said 
freshman Vanessa Arias.  “This 
experience made me want to be 
an architect even more, because 
women aren’t really expected 
to pursue that kind of career.”

While the girls were having 
bagels and juice, and learning 
about career opportunities, 
the freshman boys were in the 
auditorium watching a movie, 
The Outsiders.

The women speaking were: 
Bridgette Watson, from Legal 
Momentum, Shirley Warren, an 
insulator, and Emily Huffman, 
Diane Mariconz and Veronica 
Session. Choosing a career 
such as carpentry, electrical 
installation, insulating, or other 
non-traditional jobs for women 
has its benefi ts, often including 
retirement, dental, medical, and 
optical coverage, and a 401k.  
The annual salary can range 
from $70,000 to $100,000.  
Starting salary is about $17 an 
hour.

consuming,” said Ms. Burg.
As of now, there are six 

seniors and six sophomores 
in the club.  The seniors are 
Jessica Angel, Armando Avila, 
Julissa Ballesteros, Johnny 
Chino, Fernanda Dellacroce, 
and Wendao Liu.  The 
sophomores are Laura Duarte, 
Jessica Guerrero, Leidy Jaquez, 
Stephanie Maldonado, Judy 
Moy, and Seida Muratovic.

formed in every competing 
category to help competitors 
prepare for potential tasks they 
would have to complete at the 
state conference.  

Competitors also attended 
the District 2 Spring Meeting 
held in Tri Community Junior 
High School in February to 
prepare.

To help send their 
competitors to Rochester, 
FBLA members held a bake 
sale on March 15 to raise funds.  
Ms. Mitchell would not discuss 
how much money was raised.    

FBLA members also sold 
a box of chocolates each and 
will continue to sell more, 
said Andrea, who is the FBLA 
chapter president.  The group 
also plans to hold its annual 
bowl-a-thon and holding 
another bake sale.  

Their fi nal event will be their 
annual school year-end dinner 
at Georgia Diner in early June, 
according to Ms. Mitchell.  

Andrea said that the club 
is currently looking for new 
members and encourages 
anyone who would like to join 
to see Ms. Mitchell in room 
412. 

The current members in 
FBLA are Kevin Acosta, Tina 
Callanan, Jonathan Castro, 
Melissa Espinosa, Ariel 
Fernandez, Christian Flores, 
Edwin Herrera, Brenda Jerez, 
Ricky Macklin, Benji Mateo, 
Xiomara Paredes, Jarin Rahman, 
Jessica Ramirez, Jose Recinos, 
Andrea Sacharsky, Anthony 
Solares, Brenda Taveras, and 
Catherine Velasquez.

solving.  Andrea Sacharsky 
placed fi fth in the state for 
spreadsheet applications. The 
Cosmetology seniors took the 
NOCTI exam on Tuesday, May 
10, through Thursday, May 
12.  Economics students took 
the Financial Literacy exam, 
the week of Monday, May 16.  
Web Design and Graphic Arts 
students took a trip to The Met.  
VE students participated in 
the Job Readiness workshop - 
Pencil Internship.

SED
There was a ceremony for 

honor roll students and those 
with improved attendance, 
on Wednesday, March 11.  
Freshmen and their parents 
were invited to CTE Night, on 
Thursday, Feb. 17.  More than 
half the freshmen attended.  The 
Women in the Trades Breakfast 
sponsored by Legal Momentum 
took place on Tuesday, Feb. 8.  

Advance
Mr. Diamont and the 

Advance students went ice-
skating at Rockefeller Center on 
Tuesday, March 22, from 10am 
to 4pm.  The Advance students 
are also going to the New York 
Aquarium in Brooklyn on 
May 27.  There is also a BBQ 
being planned for the end of 
the year, but the plans have not 
been fi nalized.  The Advance 
students went to the Intrepid 
Museum on April 5.  

SSBT
In May SSBT Mr. Maloney 

will run a three on three 
basketball tournament for 
students in SSBT.

FBLA Goes to 
Rochester, NY

Calender 
of Events

by Dario Javier

20 Friday- SLC Site Visit(day 2)
  - Ms. Himmel’s Poetry Slam pd 7, 8, & 9 in auditorium
 - Boys’ JV baseball @ Richmond Hill, 4pm
24 Tuesday- Boys’ JV baseball at home vs. Beach Channel, 
4pm
25 Wednesday- Spring Blood Drive in the auditorium
26 Thursday- SSBT Ceremony Awards in the auditorium
30 Monday- Memorial Day-No School
31 Tuesday- Boys’ JV baseball vs. Grover Cleveland, 4pm
June
2 Thursday- Boys’ JV baseball @ L.I.C HS at 4pm
3 Friday- Senior Prom at 8pm-1am at Terrace On the Park
       - Ms. Rejalaga’s Theatre Group pds 1-3 in auditorium
       - FBLA Bowl-a-thon
4 Saturday- Kevin Hernandez’s Birthday
8 Wednesday- Final day for make-up labs
9 Thursday- Chancellor’s Conference Day- No School
-Sports dinner @ Brunos
19 Sunday- Father’s Day
20-25: National Skills USA Competition
22- Armando Avila’s Birthday
23-26: Winning Ideas Weekend
27 Monday- Senior Graduation at LaGuardia
28 June- Last day for all students!

Ricky, future leader.

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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by Kevin Peterson

Only six years old and the 
new addition of Queens Voc 
is surrounded in scaffolding, 
usually found on an old building 
in need of repair.  

The scaffolding was 
installed after water damage 
to the gym fl oor was suspected 
to be from an outside leak, 
according to Mr. Lerro, athletic 
director and physical education 
teacher.  

The scaffolding was 
installed during February of 

different careers,” said 
senior, Jose Alvarez.

Ms. Vittor said that a lot of 
people requested more alumni, 

but she received a lot of positive 
feedback.

Tanvir Toy, a Queens Voc 
graduate who now pursues a 

Career Day: Speakers Motivate Students   

continued from page 1

“Thanks to everybody on 
the team for their work,” said 
Ms. Vittor.  “It takes a lot of 
people and time for planning 
and coordinating.”

The following guests attended 
Career Day 2011:
Loren Amor – Government
Jose Analdo – Barber
Johanna Arteaga – Activist
Damon Baker – Entertainment 
Systems
Jimmy Van Bramer – Council 
Member
Joseph Cicchelli – Electrical 
Installation
Gino DeGirolamo – Plumbing
Joseph DiGiacomo – Electrical
Lisa Doziar – Business
Daniel Fatto – Graphic Artist
Rosa Figueroa – SBA 
Representative

Hermina Gomez – College 
Admissions Counselor
Arnold Gonzalez – Navy 
Recruiter

Eric Greenburg – Graphic Arts 
Business
Donald Harvialla – Missionary
Rebecca Henely – Reporter
Adriana Henriquez – Aluminum 
Satellite Communications
Bernie Hunt – Technology
Mel Jacobson – Electrical/
Plumbing
John Jastremski – Business
Marvin Jeffcoat – Veteran
Markos Jordan – Cosmetology
Kristina Kendall – TV 
Producer
Adam Kurnitz – Film Editor
Nicholas La Guardia – Electrical 
Installation
Alexandra Martin – TV 
Producer
Jason Mayneurd – Navy
Cheryl Matthews – Electrical 
Installation
Brian O’Neill – Videographer
Jack Powers – Graphic Arts
Maryann Quillan – Health
Keith Roddey – Publishing
Frank Taylor – Automotive 

career in media, said “Career 
Day was an exciting for me 
because I had the opportunity 
to tell students about what I do.  
Hopefully, I had some impact 
on the students.”

“Everyone who came and 
spoke to my classes seemed 
like they loved their jobs and 
they were so inspiring and self 
motivating,” said senior, Ariel 
Soler.

According to Ms. Vittor, 
planning for Career Day took 
about two months.  It took a 
committee of about eight staff 
members to plan the event, she 
said.  

Speakers who attended 
Career Day last year were the 
fi rst to be sent invitations.  
Once the initial invites were 
sent out, each SLC coordinator 
and director was asked to invite 
anyone they believed would be 
interested, or that the students 
would enjoy hearing from.  

Mechanic
Tanvir Toy – Media
Deborah Turner – Chiropractor
Shirley Warren – Building 
Trades
Brigitte Watson – Building 
Trades

Wendy Webb – Recruiter
Scottie Weller – Geospatial and 
Aerospace Technology

this year, according to Mrs. 
Jarrett-Holland, custodian 
engineer.  A group of engineers 
are still working to pinpoint the 
problem, she said.  Mrs. Jarrett-
Holland said the scaffolding 
will remain in place for an 
undetermined amount of time.  
The engineers are still scoping 
the building for leaks, she added.  
The scaffolding is being used as 
a protective barrier to keep any 
falling bricks or debris from 
hitting people once the actual 
work begins, she said. 

Mrs. Jarrett-Holland said 

Students patiently wait to ask questions. Detective Gallagher shares his cop stories.

Thanks to all 
our Career 
Day guests!

Ivana Nunez, ’08 graduate.

Tanvir Toy, ’03 graduate, talks to students about media.

Loren Amor
Dr. Deborah Turner

Alexandra Martin & Kristina Kendall from Fox Business.

Checking for leaks from the outside.

leaks were found in several 
classrooms, but the cause of the 
leak in the gym has not been 
found yet.  

The New York City School 
Construction Authority is 
supervising the project and has 
not given Mrs. Jarrett-Holland 
any more information.

“It seems to me it would 
have cost a lot less money to 
construct the building correctly 
the fi rst time.  Whoever is 
benefi tting from this, it’s 
certainly not the students or 
staff,” Mr. Lerro said.

Scaffolding Update: Problem yet to be Solved

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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by Florencia Oviedo

Every student with an 
overall average of 85 or higher 
are placed on the Honor Roll.  
This Honor Roll list is based on 
the 3rd marking period report 
card grades.  This semester there 
were 191 students on the Honor 
Roll, out of 1,309 students 
registered at Queens Voc.
Congratulations to:

Arif Abdul  215
Sandy Abiad      101
Denisse Abreu      222
Pamela Abreu      102
Jenifer Aguilar      322
Muneeza Ahmed      315
Admin Al Sayed      211
Jessica Alcalde      211
Henry Alvarez      201
Jose Alvarez      411
Alexandra Ambrus  221
Jessica Angel   421
Miguel Anzures   211
Ashely Arango   102
Carolina Artiles   421
Alan Arturo   104
Jenny Aucaquizhpl  222
Armando Avila   422
Mohammed Aziz   111
Dorothy Bailey   223
Sauvik Banik   212
Shobham Basra   121
Karolina Beltran   421
Lauren Beltre   421
Chaimae Benali   422
Philip Borisuck   311
Rodrigo Bringas   103
Dayna Brito   321
Kimani Brown   223
Gabrielle Butler   112
Kimberly Caceres  114
Tina Marie Callanan  321
Denisse Carbo   211
Stacey Carrasco   321
Margaret Castellanos  421
Alice Chee   323

Sang Chen   371
Wen Li Chen   121
Yan Chen   223
Quingquing Cheng  221
Jose Chiriboga   412
Thalia Cia   111
Heather Clarke   222
Andy Collado   203
Nicole Core   121
Francisco Carnier  201
Lucila Cortes Molina  101
Yanni Cotachi   103
Alexis Crespin   311
Ivonne Cruz   111
Jennifer Czerwinski  114
Dachuan Dai   212
Ashley Deeza   322
Tanman Dey   401
Raymond Diaz   402
Remilekun Diaz   321
Chorten Dolma   311
Cynthia Duque   114
Valeria Enea Vargas  422
Jazlyn Espinal   103
Melissa Espinosa  222
Natanael Feitosa   211
Christian Flores   221
Denisse Flores   402
Diana Flores   422
Edwyn Flores   104
Freddy Flores   412
John Gamble   122
Abigal Garcia   101
Raymond Gomez  223
Raymond Gong   113
Alex Gonzalez   121
Phillip Gooding   104
Natalie Guanga   202
Breanna Halladeen  104
Samantha Hasbun  322
Taha Hatab   301
Roger Haynes   401
Mike Hernandez   103
Eileen Herrera   104
Romana Hassain   203
Chi Lung Hsu   211
Pamela Infante   111
Yaniri Infante   322
Harsimar Jassar   121

John Jerez   211
Kelly Ann Kato   312
Birlan Kauct   203
Yasin Khan   412
Nelly Laynes   222
Marcia Leva   321
May Lin   231
Christian Lopez   203
Lisbeth Lopez   111
Valerie Lara Lopez  201
Amaris Lugo   323
Isiah Lyons   122
Monet Mabra   101
Suleima Macancela  102
Feng Yi Mai   103
John Ericson Makiling  104
Daisy Maldonado  211
Andrea Marca   421
Kenneth Marin   113
Rosa Marte   422
Gabriella Martinez  101
Jennifer Martinez  102
Natalie Martinez   111
Rosalva Martinez  113
Valentin Martinez  114
Eric McPherran   122
Lizbeth Mejia   107
Venessa Mejia   402
Eddie Mendez    203
Natalie Mercado   112
Isaac Morales   212
Eliana Moronta   322
Judy Moy   224
Maritza Murudumbay  104
Silvestre Nimako  312
Licerio Nique   114
Nemesis Noel   121
Tanisha Northington  322
Luz Nunez Cifuentes  224
Venessa Obando   422
Karen Orellana   104
Sonia Orellana   201
Michelle Orozco   224
Yanil Ortiz   322
Nicole Osorio   223
Tina Pahlad   322
Diego Palacios   202
Antonio Parada   101
Hommy Pena   212

Zuleyma Pena   323
Christopher Perez  312
German Perez   211
Maria Perez   111
Michal Piekarz   122
Pawel Pietraszko   311
Elizabeth Pimentel  421
Michelle Pineda   321
Kimberly Pisfi l   102
Samuel Point Du Jour  311
Steven Polanco   103
Mengxue Qu   222
Qianjie Qu   321
Emily Quizhpilema  122
Arun Rai   102
Moises Ramos   113
Raquel Reyes   422
Henry Rivas   402
Mauricio Rivera   212
Sindi Rodriguez   322
Jennifer Rojas   323
Samantha Rojas   101
Michael Roman   225
Adan Romero   115
Emilee Rosa   422
Jose Rosales   402
Andrea Sacharsky  322
Khirman Samsundar  211
Jesse Santander   212
Crystal Scottborgh  224
Noman Shahzada  114
Stefanie Sierra   322
Carla Siguenza   421
Amritpal Singh   122
Nazanin Somarin  102
David Soto   111
Liyl Su    221
Venessa Tapia   224
Joseph Taveras   212
Christian Teran   112
Maria Toro   402
John Tosado   312
Julio Urgiles   211
Nohely Vazquez   322
Monica Vega   202
Richard Vega Visente  211
Grebb Ventura   114
Daniel Vidal   321
Jefferson Vilcapoma  101
Estefania Villegas  102
Daniela Vivar Bravo  104
Leslie Vivar   103
Jingjie Wu   422
Raymond Xue   212
Mirian Zhagui   122
Ken Zou   215
Joshua Zuniga   312

by Shennel Cole

Seventy-two cosmetology 
students attended the annual 
Beauty Trip on March 8, held 
at the Jacob Javits Center.  The 
trip was chaperoned by the 
senior and junior cosmetology 
teachers, Ms. Guzman, Ms. 
Quartuccio, Ms. D’Onofrio 
along with Ms. Gross, Ms. 
Newman, and Ms. Ocampo.

Students could attend 
seminars, learn new techniques 
that are used in the cosmetology 
industry, and volunteer to be 

and another with Dee Adams, 
a hair cutter, she was on a TV 
show called shear genius and 
was place second place winner,” 
she said.

Senior Takiera Wilson has 
attended the trip for the past 
two years.  “I enjoyed this 
trip because it was more like 
shopping than an actual trade 
show,” she said.  Another 
senior, Nayomi Spencer, said “I 
learned a lot at the hair show, 
but the main thing that I learned 
was how to build a clientele.  I 
took that class very seriously 
because I hope to never worry 
about a decrease of my clients 
when I get my own business.”  
The beauty trip not only 
demonstrates to the students 
how the cosmetology industry 

works but it helps them learn 
to manage their own business 
if they ever want one.  “It’s a 
great opportunity because we 
are exposed to cosmetology 
industry, I also learned that 
there is a lot of competition 
in the industry,” said junior 
Kimberly Nunez.

“I recommend this trip to 
everyone who has a chance to 
go, because it’s a good way to 
see how the stylists work today, 
and also helps you understand 
and further your education in 
cosmetology,” said Chanel 
Alston. 

“I am very proud of my 
students, they were very 
professional, they cooperated, 
and they were every motivated 
to learn,” said Ms. D’Onofrio.

models, said Ms. Guzman.  The 
beauty show includes hairstyle 
and makeup demonstrations, 
manicures, and pedicures. 

Attendees can take free 
classes and they also get 
souvenirs.  Junior Tina Pahlad 
said she “received a stone 
design for her hair and got my 
eye makeup done for free.” Not 
only do the students benefi t, 
so do the teachers. According 
to Ms. D’Onofrio, there were 
classes strictly for teachers.  “I 
went to two classes, one with 
Martin Parson, who is a well 
known for long hair up do’s, 

QV’s Brightest 
Students

Cosmo Students Attend 
International Beauty Show

by Shiva Rampaul

During February, stairwell 
doors in the new wing of Queens 
Voc were repaired.  Many of the 
doors and hydraulic door closers 
had been damaged.  Repairs 
were made at each staircase on 
every fl oor.

To get the doors repaired, 
Ms. Jarrett-Holland, the 
school’s custodian engineer, 
fi led a P018 form with the 
Department of Education’s 
repair trade shop.  The doors 
were repaired because “they 
were found to be faulty, so the 
custodian engineer made the 
decision to fi x them,” explained 
Assistant Principal Alikakos.

But some students 
are bothered at what the 
administration defi nes as 
“faulty” and what’s not.  Even 
sophomores fairly new to the 
school, such as Safreen Akbar, 
say more changes should be 
made.  “Why do they stop at 
doors?  Why can’t they repair 
important things like the 
bathrooms, which are lacking 
essential hygiene needs like 
toilet paper and soap?  Some 
faucets don’t even work,” 
Safreen said.

Veteran students such as 
Fredrick Jah, a senior, suggests 
the school management do a 
more thorough investigation 
and make some hasty repairs.  
“They fi x the doors like that, 
but the problem in the gym still 
prevails and prevents students 
from getting the full benefi t of 
the gymnasium,” complained 
Fred.  They should repair the 
water fountains “instead of 
having students scavenge for 
one that actually works,” he 
added.

Yet many students agree 
that the doors were a needed 
upgrade.  “I like that they 
repaired the doors because 
now they are easier to open,” 
says Junior Sylvester Nimako.  
He says the doors had been 
“annoying before, because 
they made strange noises and 
frequently got stuck.”

Door closers replaced. 

Doors 
Repaired
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by Ricky Macklin

February is Black History 
Month, during which the 
actions and achievements of 
African Americans in history 
are highlighted throughout 
the country, especially in 
elementary and secondary 
schools.  During this year’s 
Black History Month, students 
at Queens Vocational and 
Technical High School learned 
about the important actions of 
African Americans during the 
Civil War.  

As part of the Civil War 
theme, Frederick Douglass was 
highlighted.  “He was one of the 
primary reasons many African 
Americans chose to enlist in 
the Union army,” to said Ms. 
Himmel, Queens Voc’s Black 
History Month coordinator.

During the announcements, 
a musical selection from the 
movie soundtrack “Glory” was 
played.  There were four musical 
selections played throughout 
the month of February.  These 
selections were chosen by Ms. 
Himmel.  After the musical 

by Jessica Angel

On CTE Night, freshmen 
chose the major they wanted 
to study while at Queens Voc.   
Out of 335 freshmen, 181—
more than half—along with 
their families, attended the 
event.  The event was held on 
Thursday, Feb. 17 from 6pm-
8pm.  The freshmen and their 
families, visited CTE rooms,  
according to Ms. Dattner, so 
that 9th graders could see 
what goes on in the career and 
technical education classes.

Many freshmen found CTE 
night to be very helpful.  “I was 
able to get an idea of what I will 
be doing in each major.  I got 
to see more of what C-Tech was 
like and I know that is what I 
want to do as my major,” said 
Omar Silva.  

Freshmen and their families 
could visit the three workshops 
they were most interested 
in.  Each workshop lasted 20 
minutes. 

 Juniors and seniors were 
there to present information to 
the freshmen and their families.  
“I think that the presentations 
are helpful to the students.  
I explained to them what 
they would be doing in their 
sophomore and junior year,” 
said Kelly Ann Kato, a junior 
majoring in electronics.

After freshmen visited 
the three workshops, they 
went back to the cafeteria and 
were given a form to list the 
top two majors they wanted.  
“I’m considering electrical 
installation.  The presentation 
was very helpful and I learned 
a lot,” said freshman Christian 
Diaz, “It makes me think of 
how I can help at home or even 
be able to fi x a light bulb.  I’m 
really taking this major into 
consideration.”

According to Ms. Dattner, 
students’ grades are reviewed 
when deciding which major the 
student will get, but students 
who attended CTE night will 
most likely get their fi rst 
choice.

The most popular major that 
students chose at CTE night 
was electrical installation, Ms. 
Dattner said.  The least popular 
major, she said, was business.  
Ms. Dattner said that in the 
past, electrical installation has 
been a popular choice among 
the freshmen.  “The business 
program needs to be better 
represented.  We need to fi nd a 
way to show 9th graders what 
really goes on in business,” said 
Ms. Dattner.       

Eylin Flores was one of the 
freshmen who attended CTE 
night.  “I’m in the exploratory 
program and I wasn’t sure about 

what I was going to choose.  
But after fi nding out more 
information about the majors, I 
decided that cosmetology would 
be my fi rst choice and electrical 
installation my second choice.”

At the start of CTE Night, 
the students and their families 
gathered in the cafeteria.  They 
were welcomed by Ms. Dattner, 
Ms. Burg, and Ms. Ocampo.  
The speakers emphasized how 
important it was for the student 
to love the career that he or 
she was going to choose.  The 
speakers reminded the 9th 
graders that this was the major 
they were going to study for the 
next three years.  

A guest speaker, Bridgette 
Watson, also spoke to the 
freshmen, specifi cally to the 
females.  She told the freshmen 
girls not to be a part of the 
stereotypes that people have 
about males doing all the 
“hard jobs” and encouraged 

them to join other trades, such 
as plumbing and electrical 
installation.  “We need women 
in these fi elds and they should 
not be afraid to join them,” said 
Ms. Watson.

“CTE night went well.  I 
was pleased and grateful for the 
support of the leadership team.  
Ms. Baez did a good job as 
well and the school pitched in 
to make this a great night.  The 
best part of all was that it wasn’t 
snowing and the weather was 
beautiful,” said Ms. Dattner.
selection, students read an 
excerpt about the highlighted 
African American’s life and 
impact during the Civil War.  
“Being able to learn about 
Frederick Douglass and sharing 
my new found knowledge 
of him with my Queens Voc 
classmates is something I will 
always remember,” said junior 
Andrew Labissiere.

Also during BHM there 
was a “question of the week” 
posted in the library.  Students 
and staff could write their 
answers on slips of paper and 
place them in a box in the 
library.  The right answers were 
announced during the morning 
announcements the next school 
day.  “There were days when I 

would go to the library during 
my lunch period just to answer 
the question of the day,” said 
Tyra Borders, who received a 
certifi cate for her participation.

Black History Month began 
in 1926 as “Negro History 
Week,” the idea of Carter G. 
Woodson.  The point of Negro 
History Week was to show 
that African Americans are a 
signifi cant part of American 
history.

The following students 
assisted Ms. Himmel by making 
the announcements during 
Black History Month:

Henry Alvarez, Myra 
Andrews, Dorothy Bailey, 
Tyra Borders, Remilekun Diaz, 
Joel Estrada, Jessika Guerrero, 

Salvatore Isabella, Kenneth 
Jimenez, Andrew Labissiere, 
Jared McCloud, and Yadira 
Perez.

by Elizabeth Pimentel

With the end of the school 
year rapidly approaching, the 
north half of the gym has fi nally 
been reopened.

The areas of the gym fl oor 
that had been damaged and 
repaired, hadn’t been refi nished, 
causing one side of the gym to 
remain locked.

A temporary fi x, “for the 
benefi t of the students,” was 
done in-house over the weekend 
of May 14 & 15.  

Ms. Jarrett-Holland, head 
custodian of the  building has 
been frustrated, much like the 
students, physical education 
teachers, and the school 
administrators.

While the DOE has not yet 
done a complete refi nishing of 
the fl oor, the temporary sealing 
of the wood with polyurethane 
will allow the students to fi nish 
the school year being able to 
fully enjoy the  full gym.
   The gym fl oor had been 
repaired by trained carpenters 
from the Department of 
Education,   The warped wood 
was replaced, sanded and 
cleaned, but the DOE needed 
to sand and polyurethane the 
entire fl oor.    

“I was hoping the 

Department of Education would 
take advantage of the spring 
break to get the fl oor ready to 
be in use again,” she said.  But 
that was not the case.

The apparent cause of the 
fl oor damage was water, so 
scaffolding was put up to see 
where the water was coming 
from.  However, the physical 
education teachers weren’t 
surprised about the damaged 
gym fl oor.  Truth is that this 
isn’t the fi rst time there has been 
a problem with the gym fl oor.  
“This is the second time the 
fl oor has been damaged since 
this building was opened,” said 
Mr. Boyle, a physical education 
teacher.
   The gym fl oor affected the 
basketball teams that struggled 
to fi nd a place to play their 
home games.  Practice was also 
limited because the basketball 
teams could only use half 
the gym.    Students with a 
physical education class were 
also affected because space 
was limited and activities 
were resduced.   According to 
Mr. Lerro, athletic director, 
“It is diffi cult for the physical 
education classes to get much 
done since there is half the 
space, with the same number of 
students.”  

Students pick their shops.

Months after being repaired, the gym is now in play.

Tyra & Jared prep for BHM.

The Civil War
 Revisited

Are You Ready 
For Gym?

SLC’s Compete for 
Students at CTE Nite

Mr. McCarthy explains the pros and cons of plumbing.
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by Daniela Heredia

For the past 8 years students 
taking Finance were pretty 
much the only ones given the 
opportunity to get certifi ed in 
fi nancial literacy.  This year, 
the Financial Literacy program 
has been offered to the fi ve 
Economic classes taught by 
Mr. Davidson, Mr. MacDonald 
and Mr. Schimenz, Mr. 
Stefanidis, and Mr. Zambrotta.  

“Students are able to benefi t 
from this because they become 
more fi nancially literate, and 
learn to make wise, informed 
decisions about their personal 
fi nances,” said Ms. Newman.

During the week of 
February 28, students took the 
pre-test to determine what they 
already know about fi nancial 
literacy and what teachers 
should emphasize for students 
to pass the certifi cation exam, 
which was administered online 
during the week of May 16.

Mr. Stefanidis, one of the 
four teachers who received a 
book fi lled with lessons planned, 
said that there are many lessons 
that are going to help students.  
“Students are able to open 
their own bank statement, it 

helps them be responsible, 
and save money.  One of the 
most important lessons of 
this program is ‘How Credit 
Works,’ which gives students 
comprehensive understanding 
about credit and loans,” he said.  

Another lesson in the 
Financial Literacy program 
is the ‘Stock Market game’ 
which helps students think 
about the world economy, 
shows different ways to 
make money, and exposes 
them to different industries, 
Mr. Stefanidis explained.

Students who get a 95 or 
above in their Financial Literacy 
test are invited to celebrate 
at the Museum of American 
Finance located in Wall Street.                      
According to Andrea Campbell 
from the WISE program, 
the passing score for the 
certifi cation test is not given out. 

The WISE program awards 
the “Blue Star Distinction” 
to participating schools that 
provide personal fi nance 
instruction to the majority of 
their students on a grade level 
and has 75% or more of these 
students pass.  Teachers who have 
a 90% passing rate in their class 
become “Gold Star Teachers.”

by Freddy Flores

The New York State Regents exams were administered    
to students this past January.  Because of a snowstorm, 
the U.S. History and Government, Geometry, Chemistry, 
and Physics Regents were cancelled.  The results for the 
January 2011 Regents exams are seen in the following table:

Exam Year
# of

students 
registered

# of 
students 
taking 
exam

# passing % 
passing

English
2010 361 322 226 70.2%

2011 425 351 251 71.5%

Global History 
& Geography

2010 96 67 11 16.4%

2011 101 55 16 29.1%

U.S. History & 
Government

2010 257 188 20 10.6%

2011 Cancelled because of the snow.

Algebra
2010 213 153 58 37.9%

2011 232 142 42 29.6%

Geometry
2010 11 10 2 20.0%

2011 Cancelled because of the snow.

Algebra II 
Trigonometry

2010 Testing began in June 2010.

2011 8 7 0 0.0%

Living 
Environment

2010 114 90 23 25.6%

2011 140 105 34 32.4%

Earth Science
2010 24 19 8 42.1%

2011 23 16 4 25.0%

Chemistry
2010 12 8 1 12.5%
2011 Cancelled because of snow.

Physics
2010 Not given to any school.

2011 Cancelled because of the snow.

by Karina Villalobos

For months, dozens of 
students choreographed, 
rehearsed, and otherwise 
prepared to show for the 
school’s talent show.  As one 
group aptly named itself, they 
prepared for their “One Chance.”

The talent show, called 
Take The Stage,” took place 
on Wednesday, March 16, 
from 5:30pm to 7:30pm 
in the school auditorium.

For many participants, the 
show was their last chance to 
showcase their talents on the 
Queens Voc stage.  Twenty-six of 
the 44 performers were seniors.  

There were only two 

freshmen, Elliot Ortiz and 
Jorge Estrada.  Elliot danced to 
Michael Jackson hits, including 
Thriller, Smooth Criminal, and 
Billy Jean, and Jorge showed off 
his fi ghting styles with his older 
sister Ana, as they demonstrated 
their Tae Kwon Do skills.

Three acts returned from 
last year: Nashaly Mercado, 
Biaani Garcia, and Sabor 
Latino, and one act added two 
new members and renamed 
their act Scientifi c Element.

This year there were also 
two bands, but three of the 
members—Roberto Castillo, 
Jonathan Reyes, and Raymond 
Diaz—performed with 
both.  Stagehand Kevin Diaz 

skateboarded off the stage during 
the fi rst band’s performance.

Along with Kevin, Thomas 
Hock, Hugo Collado, Thomas 
Palermo, Andres Rodriguez, 
Sebastian Bonilla, and 
Kevin Sasuman all helped as 
stagehands.  Ahmed Ebrahim 
and Kevin Peterson worked 
on lights and music.  Seniors 
Lizeth Montoya, Vanessa 
Obando, and Rocio Vicencio 
helped during the show as well.

Outside the auditorium 
there was a bake sale to raise 
money for Skills USA.  They 
raised almost $500, Mr. 
Cintron said.  The money 
went towards equipment 
needed for the students to 
practice and to pay for the trip.

Ms. Rejalaga, Mrs. Sanchez, 
Mrs. Anderson, Mrs. Gonzalo, 
Mr. Rodriguez, Mr. Zambrotta, 
Mr. Garcia, Ms. Holland, and Mr. 
Fevola helped Mr. Vega prepare 
for the show, Mr. Vega said.  

Tickets sold out quickly, 
according to Mr. Vega.  The SO 
raised $467.  Approximately 
150 tickets were given away, 
four to each performer.

Ms. Green, who teaches 
PM school, said she could hear 
the students rehearsing.  “You 
could tell the students worked 
really hard.”  She also saw 
the show.  “When it all came 
together I was surprised at how 
amazing the show was, it was 
better than I expected,” she said.

Financial Literacy    Who’s got 
talent?

Regents Results

by Larry LeBeau

According to the assistant 
principal of organization, 
Mr. Alikakos, 14 new Smart 
Boards along with laptops will 
soon be installed in the school.

Currently Queens Voc has 18 
Smart Boards, the touch screen 
whiteboards that are designed to 
make learning more interesting 
and interactive are in being used 
in academic and shop classes 
to help students learn more.

“Since we are a 
transformation school, adding 
new technology to improve our 
classrooms is one way of doing 

that,” said Mr. Alikakos.  The 
money to pay for these new 
boards came from the Title One 
ARRA Transformation grant. 

Some teachers at Queens 
Voc were recently certifi ed 
in Smart Board technology, 
by taking a fi ve week 
program run by Tequipment.  

The course, which began 
in mid-January and ended 
mid-February, ran twice a 
week for two hours each day.  
At the end of the program 
the teachers had to produce a 
lesson that utilized the board.  

Mr. Abreu, a 10th and 
11th grade EI teacher, uses his 

Smart Board every day, and 
he loves it.  “I’m not sure why 
they picked 425 as one of the 
rooms to have a board, maybe 
it’s because I used PowerPoint 
before, it kind of made sense, 
but the board helps make 
lessons more interactive.  I can 
differentiate my instructions; 
I have pictures, sounds, and 
videos, different ways for kids 
to learn.  It’s neat and organized, 
I’m better prepared, it’s a great 
tool,” he said.  The best feature, 
according to Mr. Abreu, is that 
kids can interact with the board.  
“I can create a circuit and kids 
can go up and draw the right 
connections.  Since it’s more 
interactive it helps them learn.” 

Michael Feliz, a freshman, 
likes when his math teacher, Ms. 
Charalambous, uses the Smart 
Board.  “She uses pictures and 
audio clips to demonstrate how 
to solve different problems.  
When we graph, we are able 
to go up to the board to plot 
the points,” he said.  He also 
feels that the board makes the 
lessons more interesting and 
that the different ways Ms. 
Charalambous uses it helps him 
learn better.  “I think it would 
be nice if all my teachers used 
a Smart Board,” he added.

“Ideally, I’d like to have 
a board in every classroom 
for every teacher who would 
like one,” said Mr. Alikakos.

New Smart Boards
Improving our Classrooms

Program introduced to Economics students

Queens Voc 2011 performers giving fi nal curtain call.

Smart boards make smarter students.

Spring 2011
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had to write six essays about 
school, family, hardships, the 
Boys and Girls Club she works 
at, her plans for the future, 
and the infl uences in her life. 

Nayomi was nominated 
because of her work at the 
Boys and Girls Club.  Her boss, 
Blair Trunzo, believed Nayomi 
deserved to be recognized for 
all the extra work she puts 
into her job.  In addition to 
her regular job duties, Nayomi 
also coordinates talent shows, 
recitals, and is a drama assistant 
and dance instructor for the 
Variety Boys and Girls Club.  

“I decided to start working at 
the Variety Boys and Girls Club 
because I have been a member 
since I was fi ve,” Nayomi 
said.  “Through the years I 
have done a lot of community 
service and it feels great.”  
Nayomi said that her brother 
and her mom have been her 
inspiration.  “They are always 
there to support me,” she said.

Although Nayomi was not 
chosen as the state Youth of 
the Year she said she was “just 
honored to be nominated for 
state Youth of the Year.  I don’t 
mind that I wasn’t chosen.  
On the contrary, I feel great 
and appreciated.  I volunteer 
because I want to, not because 
I expect to receive an award.  
Just being Queens Youth of 
the Year is an immense honor.”

by Jennifer Sanchez

The Boys and Girls Club 
recently selected senior Nayomi 
Spencer as the Queens Youth of 
the Year.  Nayomi was among 
fi fty-two other youths who 

traveled to Albany to receive 
awards and compete for New 
York State Youth of the Year. 

Nayomi and the other 
youths were invited to Albany 
to participate in an award 
ceremony from March 20-
22.  While in Albany, they 
were interviewed for the title 
of state Youth of the Year.  

“I was so nervous when the 
judges were interviewing me,” 
Nayomi said.  “The four judges 
were previous Youths of the 
Year.  It was nerve wracking!”  
To be considered for the title of 
state Youth of the Year, Nayomi 

by Luseny Maldonado

Pee-yew! What was that 
smell? 

Physical Education teachers 
and students complained about 
an odor in the basement, where 
the gym is located.  Those who 
had noticed the odor wonder 
what it was, it’s source, and 
if it could have affected their 
health.

In January, teachers in the 
Phys. Ed. department reported 
the odor to Mr. Alikakos, who 
had an inspector come to the 
school within 24 hours.  

The inspector, from ATC 
Associates, had a meter that 
tested the air quality.  The fi rst 
air sample came out negative 
for toxins; there was nothing 
wrong with the air, said Mr. 
Alikakos.  But Mr. Lerro, a 
Phys. Ed. teacher, said it is 
important, however, to have 
more than one sample taken.  
“If there is another smell in 
the basement then I’ll call the 
inspector to come back” said 
Mr. Alikakos, “but I’ll only call 

him to inspect again if there’s 
another problem.”

Mr. Lerro said, “there has 
always been a smell down in 
the basement, a methane odor.”  
Since 2005 the methane odor 
has been in the air although the 
scent of garbage hasn’t been 
detected until this year, he said.

There is no explanation yet 
as to what caused this odor, but 
for now, there are no signs of 
health risks to students or staff.

team wasn’t strong enough, said 
Mr. Davidson, was that some 
teammates gave last minute 
notice that they would not be 
able to make it on the day of 
the competition.  According 
to Mr. Davidson, one student 
dropped out the day before 
the fi rst round was held.  Two 
students gave last minute notice 
that they would be unable to 
attend on the day before the 
second round was held.  As a 
result, Mr. Davidson had to fi nd 
the replacements and prepare 
them.  “We needed to keep the 
team together because when 
people left, it messed up the 
team,” said Sylvester Nimako, 
a junior who was on the mock 
trial team.

Mr. Davidson also said that 
the team needed to practice 
a lot more.  Senior Aristeo 
Quiroz agreed.  “We needed to 
learn how to object and show 
evidence in the trials.  But 
being a part of the team was 
an awesome experience.  Mr. 

No Toxins Found
 in Basement

Queens Voc’s Lawyers 
Learn the Legal 

Process the Hard Way

by Natalie Kavral

In the last edition of 
Vocational Voice, three of the 
seven new teachers at Queens 
Voc were highlighted.  In 
this edition, we highlight the 
remaining four. 

Mr. Lederer
Mr. Lederer came to 

Queens Voc from LIC to be the 
new master English teacher.  
He teaches three ninth grade 
and One-tenth grade English 
classes.  He’s in his eighth year 
of teaching, and loves what he 
does, he said.  

When Mr. Lederer fi rst 
entered Queens Voc, he said 
he “expected a good school, 
with good teachers and good 
students, and that’s exactly 
what I found here.”

“I like the sense that kids 
are the most important priority 
in the school that the students 
always come fi rst,” said Mr. 
Lederer.  “I’ve been at many 
schools before, but I have rarely 
seen teachers as dedicated 
to their students as they are 
at Queens Voc.”  Lederer 
continued, “ Queens Vocational 
offers an impressive diversity 
of programs.  The opportunities 
available to students are part of 
what makes Queens Voc a great 
community in which to teach.”  
He added, “I personally feel very 
comfortable here.  Everyone 
has been very welcoming and 

nice.  Everything’s organized 
and well run.  I am glad to 
be a teacher here at Queens 
Vocational.”

Ms. Hom
Ms. Hom is a new 10th grade 

earth science teacher at Queens 
Voc.  “I like the vocational 
curriculum they offer here,” she 
said.  Ms.Hom said she “didn’t 
really have many expectations 
when she fi rst entered Queens 
Voc, “but to teach kids things 
which will to prepare them 
for the future especially since 
science connects to students’ 
every day lives.”

Ms. Hom came from 
Murry Bergtraum High 
School, “a completely different 
environment than Queens 
Voc,” said Ms. Hom.  “I 
feel very comfortable here, 
teachers have been great and 
the administration has been 
very supportive.”  Ms. Hom 
has been teaching earth science 
for four years and has “enjoyed 
it ever since,” she said.  “I am 
looking forward to great years 
here in my new school,” said 
Ms. Hom.

Ms. Rousey
Ms. Rousey is a new teacher 

at Queens Voc, teaching 10th 
graders algebra, ELA, and 
US government.  Ms. Rousey 
came from Jeffrey Rapport 
Career School in the Bronx.  
Choosing another school was 

not diffi cult, she said, “I was 
very interested in the programs 
that Queens Voc offered, it gave 
me an opportunity to work with 
all different types of students,” 
said Ms. Rousey.  “Queens 
Vocational is very different 
from the school I came from; it 
has a larger student population 
and offers much more,” she 
said.  “ Queens Voc always has 
something exciting going on 
and the spirit the kids carry out 
is wonderful, I enjoy interacting 
with students and meeting new 
teachers,” Ms. Rousey said. 

Ms. Gross
Ms. Gross is a business 

teacher who teaches the aspect 
of businesses, E-commerce, 
entrepreneur ship, and 
Microsoft: Word, PowerPoint 
and Excel.  Ms. Gross teaches 
10th and 11th graders at Queens 
Voc.  She said she wants to 
“prepare students for their 
future so they know what’s 
coming their way and they’ll be 
ready to work in a offi ce for a 
big company or even own their 
own business.”  Ms. Gross, who 
came from Norman Thomas 
High School in Manhattan 
said, “I’ve been teaching for 
eight years, and absolutely 
love it.”  “The teachers here 
have been great, they have true 
dedication on what careers and 
life students choose and helping 
them become successful in life 
and their chosen career paths.”

Queens Voc’s New Teachers

Nayomi Spencer Named 
Youth of the Year

by Jessica Angel

Queens Voc’s mock trial 
team was eliminated from the 
mock trial competition after the 
fi rst two rounds.  The fi rst round, 
held on Wednesday, Feb. 16, 
was against Benjamin Cardozo 
High School.  The second 
round, held on Wednesday, 
March 2, was against Forest 
Hills High School.  

According to Mr. Davidson, 
coach of the mock trial team, if 
a school wins both rounds, the 
school automatically moves on 
to the next round.  However, 
if a school loses both rounds, 
the school is automatically 
eliminated from the competition.  
Because Queens Voc lost both 
rounds, it was eliminated.  

When Queens Voc competed 
against Benjamin Cardozo, the 
team acted as the defendants.  
When the team faced Forest 
Hills, the team acted as the 
plaintiff.  

One of the reasons that the 

Davidson was a good coach 
and he was very helpful.”

“Sometimes it felt kind of 
scary to be on the team because 
it seemed like the other team 
knew what they were doing 
and ours didn’t.  We needed 
to practice more and be more 
specifi c on the details of the 
case.  This was my fi rst time 
on the team and I learned 
more about the law and how it 
works,” said Kelly Ann Kato, a 
junior who was part of the team.  
Kelly Ann said that she does not 
want to be on the team next year 
because she felt that the students 
weren’t very dedicated.  “If the 
students aren’t dedicated, then I 
feel that we won’t get very far,” 
she said. 

The mock trial fi nals are 
held in May.  Anyone can 
attend these fi nals and Queens 
Voc’s mock trial team will 
attend.  “The students will see 
how other schools were able 
to approach the case,” said Mr. 
Davidson.  There is also an 
awards ceremony and a party 
held in May for the winners.  
Even though Queens Voc did 
not make it to the third round, 
the students on the team will 
still receive an award for 
participating.

Nayomi: Queens’ Finest!

Fresh air in the basement.
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Winners, presenters, and nominees take the stage! 

Tigers proud of their robot’s competitive performance.

Ms. Green & Ms. DeCarlo

by Aneita Torres

C-Tech seniors are taking 
the A+ certifi cation exam, “an 
industry-recognized exam that 
tests the skills of an entry level 
computer technology,” said Mr. 
Rodriguez, the senior C-Tech 
teacher.

The C-Tech seniors take 
practice tests to prepare.  Mr. 
Rodriguez said he expects 
all of his students to pass the 
certifi cation exam.  Last year, 
all 21 of the C-Tech seniors in 
the school passed it.

C-Tech senior Noemi Ramos 
said she felt prepared to take the 
exam.  “I think Rodriguez is a 
very good teacher and he knows 
how to prepare his students,” 
she said.  C-Tech seniors taking 
the A+ certifi cation use their 
knowledge gained during four 
years of shop classes and the 
additional review with Mr. 
Rodriguez when taking the test. 

The group that certifi es 
the computer technicians 
is CompTIA, a non-profi t 
association.  The certifi cation 
exam is split into two parts.  The 
fi rst part is called CompTIA A+ 
essentials, which tests how well 
the person knows computer 
technology, networking, and 
security.  The second part is 
called the CompTIA A+ practical 
application, which deals with 
hands-on troubleshooting.

by Valeria Enea

The “senior mosts” were 
recognized at Oscar Night, 
held on Friday, March 25.  The 
event, held in the auditorium 
from 5:30pm-7:30pm, was 
organized to recognize, among 
other categories, the most 
popular, brightest, and cutest 
seniors in Queens Voc.

There were 16 categories 
and the winners were: Best 
Dressed: Luseny Maldonado 
and Armando Avila; Best 
Hair: Carolina Artiles and 
Frank Ayala; Biggest Change: 

Francesca Mujica and Erick 
Cabello; Biggest Flirt: Estefani 
Flores and Andres Rodriguez; 
Class Clown: Alexis Smith 
and Melvin Estevez; Class 
Cutie: Ashley Matos and Hugo 
Collado; Class Thug: Alexis 
Smith and Ricky Macklin; 
Cutest Couple: Daniela Heredia 
and Thomas Arbelaez; Dynamic 
Duo: Rosa Marte & Elizabeth 
Pimentel, and Andrew Gonzalez 
& Matthew Gonzalez; Head 
Turner: Margaret Castellanos 
and Kevin Ariola; Most Fun to 
be With: Chaimae Benali and 
Melvin Estevez; Most Likely 

to Succeed: Jessica Angel 
and Armando Avila; Most 
Popular: Chaimae Benali and 
Kevin Sasuman; Most Unique: 
Samantha Puig and Johnny 
Chino; Party Animal: Nayomi 
Spencer and Ariel Obando; Star 
Athlete: Julissa Ballesteros and 
Esteban Soler.

“When I won Most Likely 
to Succeed I felt accomplished 
because throughout my high 
school career I worked hard.  
Whether it’s school or baseball 
I always try to do my best and 
I fi nally felt like my fellow 
students saw how hard I’ve 
been working,” said Armando 
Avila, winner of Most Likely 
to Succeed.  Armando is the 
school’s fi rst four-year baseball 
captain and is the editor-in-
chief of the school newspaper.  

Jessica Angel, winner of 
Most Likely to Succeed said, 
“I felt extremely happy when 
I found out that I won.  I felt 
accomplished and I was glad 
to know that most of the senior 
class believed I would be 
successful.”

Celebrity look-alikes 
presented the awards to the 
winners.  Katy Perry, Lady 
Gaga, Eminem, and others 
made appearances.

“I would say overall it was 
a successful night.  The most 

by Lizeth Montoya

The RoboTigers, Queens 
Voc’s robotics team, participated 
in two regional competitions 
this season.  The New York City 
Regional, which was held from 
March 11 to March 13, at the 
Jacob Javitz Convention Center 
in Manhattan and the Small 
Business & Partnership of 
Long Island (SBPLI) Regional, 
which took place from March 
24 to March 26, at Hofstra 
University in Hempstead, New 
York.

memorable thing for me would 
have to be to see students 
dressed up as celebrities and 
playing their roll on point.” 
said Andrea Cordoba, a senior 
attendee.

Aside from award 
recognitions there were 
performances by celebrity 
look-alikes.  One of those 
acts included Ambar Sencion, 
Andrew Adames, Ricky 
Macklin, and Devante Brown.  
They performed a remix of 
Empire State of Mind.  

Johnny Chino and 
Stephanie Reyes also 
performed.  They danced to 
Bruno Mars’ Grenade.  During 
these performances students 
gathered around the stage to 
cheer for their classmates.

In the beginning of Oscar 
Night a short video featuring 
teachers in their own award 
show was played on the 
projection screen.  The ten 
minute video, which mimicked 
an award show, was produced 
by Mr. MacDonald.  The 
teachers were recognized for 
awards such as Hidden Talent 
and Best Dance Crew.  “Not 
only did the students enjoy 
the video so did a lot of staff 
members,” said Ms. Green.

Oscar Night was coordinated 
and hosted by Ms. Green and 

Ms. DeCarlo, advisors of the 
yearbook staff.

“Oscar Night is another 
memory students will carry 
beyond high school,” said Ms. 
Green, adding more than 200 
guests attended Oscar Night. 

Some of the attendees 
dressed like celebrities, others 
dressed formally.

The fee to attend Oscar 
Night was $2.  The fee defrayed 
the cost of trophies and 
decorations.

“A lot of hard work went 
into Oscar Night.  The yearbook 
staff stayed many long nights 
planning the event.  But all 
the hard work was a success 
because the students enjoyed 
themselves,” said Ms. Green.

Mr. Rodriguez schedules 
the C-Tech seniors to take the 
certifi cation exam.  He is able to 
fl ex the schedule so that students 
can take the certifi cation either 
as a group or independently.  
The A+ certifi cation does 
not take place in the school 
building.  Instead, it takes place 
at a CompTIA-certifi ed testing 
location.  Mr. Rodriguez can 
schedule the exam so students 
can take it in a testing site near 
their home or near the school, 
but students must provide 
their own transportation to the 
testing site.  The certifi cate is 
mailed to the student once he or 
she passes the certifi cation.

The A+ certifi cation is 
not only open to high school 
seniors.  Anyone can take the 
certifi cation, but has to pay 
$175.

Having an A+ Certifi cate 
can have many benefi ts, said 
Mr. Rodriguez.  Colleges 
recognize students with an 
A+ Certifi cation and give 
them college credits towards 
their diploma, he said.  Also, 
employers are more likely 
to hire C-Tech A+ certifi ed 
people rather than non-certifi ed 
people, and some businesses 
require their employees to be 
A+ certifi ed.

More information can be 
found on www.compTIA.com/
certifi cations/listed/a.aspx.

A+ for C-Tech

RoboTigers Take 
Fifth Place in Long 

Island Regionals

Seniors Celebrate 
at Oscar Night

On Saturday, March 12, the 
Robotigers competed against 
other high schools from around 
the city in this year’s game, 
Logomotion.  The team ranked 
21 out of 66 teams.  The fi nal 
standing record for the New 
York City Regional was 4-3-1; 
they won 4, lost 3, and tied 1 
match.  

At SBPLI Regional, Queens 
Voc took fi fth place out of 50 
teams, and won the Xerox 
Creativity Award.  “We made 
it all the way to quarter fi nals.  
I’m really proud of the team 

because they worked hard to get 
there,” said Mr. Ali, the team 
mentor.  Stephanie Gonzalez, 
the team captain said “I think 
we did extremely well.  It was 
our fi rst time being one of the 
top alliances, so the feeling was 
great.”

The robotics team held a 
bake sale outside the student 
cafeteria, on Wednesday, March 
2.  The team made $500, which 
went towards their team t-shirts, 
uniforms, working materials, 
and travel fees.

The team consists of 21 
students who got together 
every day after school to build 
this year’s robot, said Denisse 
Carbo, a team member.  The 
team members are: Johnny 
Adames, Amreen Akbar, 
Safreen Akbar, Alex Bedoya, 
Denisse Carbo, Hugo Collado, 
Priscilla Delgado, Quinten 
Diego, Leslie Hamud, Paola 
Hernandez, Abdul Khan, 
Dominick LoMonaco, Isaac 
Morales, Aristeo Quiroz, Nabila 
Rahman, Jovan Santos, and 
Kevin Sasuman, team captain 
Stephanie Gonzalez, and  co-
captain Ala Alhanshali.

The robotics team is led 
by Mr. Ali and Ms. Maraj, the 
team mentors, Mr. Esquerra 
and Jessie Kalloo, the head 
programmers, and Robert 
Andrade, Peter Beninati, and 
Brian Green, Queens Voc 
graduates who are also helping 
the team. 
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by Stephanie Gonzalez

 “Unity is strength, fi ghting 
for equality is power, change 
is success.”  That is the slogan 
of Queens Voc’s Gay Straight 
Alliance, according to the 
president, Steffi  Garcia.  Newly 
added as an extracurricular 
activity at Queens Voc, the 
mission is to create “a safer 
environment for anyone who 
felt like they didn’t belong,” 
said Ms. Kurnitz, SPARK 
counselor and GSA advisor.

Juan Pablo Palacio, 
freshman and vice president of 
the GSA, came up with the idea 
of creating the organization, 
Steffi  said.  “As a senior, I 
presented his idea to Ms. Burg 
and Ms. Ocampo so we could 
have a safer environment 
for kids to be comfortable, 
especially LGBTQ teens,” said 
Steffi .  “Juan Pablo and I were 
pleased when they accepted 
the idea, and thankful for the 
help we received from Ms. 
Kurnitz.”

The GSA was introduced 
through fl yers posted in the 
halls and an event page on 
Facebook, promoting the fi rst 
meeting, held on Friday, Feb. 
4.  “Students felt comfortable 
and safe in the fi rst meeting,” 
said Ms. Kurnitz, “it was easy 
for them to express themselves 
since we are all here to listen 
and support each other.   I was 
surprised at the amount of 
students who showed up.” 

“In order to have some 
direction, students involved 
come together to organize 
the agenda,” said Mr. Garcia, 

the other GSA advisor.  Each 
meeting has a different topic 
based on students’ interests.  
Topics include safety, bullying, 
depression, and reaching out.  
“We also discuss ways to 
promote the GSA and plan on 
trips and fundraisers for the 
future,” said Ms. Kurnitz, “we 
also plan on having a karaoke 
night and attending NYC Pride 
this upcoming June.”

The GSA participated in the 
AIDS Walk as “Queens Voc’s 
R=AIN” on Sunday, May 15, 
in Central Park.  “Our team 
consists of 43 members,” said 
Ms. Kurnitz.  “We were able 
to raise over a thousand dollars 
,which will be donated to the 
AIDS walk.”  Members also 
designed t-shirts and banners 
for the event. 

The GSA, now known as 
R=AIN, Reach Equality And 
Integrate Now, is a “welcoming 
community…students outside 
of school are also accepted,” said 
Ms. Kurnitz.  She encourages 
all students to attend at least 
one meeting and is certain most 
will be surprised by what they 
will learn about themselves 
and others.  “There is nothing 
to be afraid of.  No ‘gay’ topics 
are discussed and most of the 
participants are straight,” she 
said.  “We are here to support 
everyone, not only LGBTQ 
teens,” added Juan Pablo.  

“LGBTQ” refers to the 
“lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, and queer 
community,” Juan said.

R=AIN meetings are held 
in room 325 on Fridays at 4pm.  
All students invited.

Gay-Straight Alliance R=AINs

by Thomas Arbelaez

Mayor Bloomberg wants 
to end the state’s Last In First 
Out law because he, like many 
New Yorkers, believes teacher 
layoffs should not be based on 
seniority, but on performance.  

The mayor’s push to end 
the law sparked an ad from the 
United Federation of Teachers, 
the teachers’ union, saying that 
the mayor “talks more about 
who will get laid off, than 
trying to stop teacher layoffs 
altogether.”

“Last In First Out” is a 
state law that protects senior 
teachers.  This law requires 
new teachers to be the fi rst to 
go during layoffs regardless of 
“merit.”  The law was passed in 
1940.

According to a WNYC 
News article, “State Senate 
Passes Bill to End Last In, First 
Out for Teachers,” by Beth 
Fertig, the state senate approved 
a bill that would end seniority 
protections for teachers and 
school supervisors in New 
York City and end the LIFO 
law.  Instead, the city could lay 
off unsatisfactory teachers with 
performance issues.  

In order to close a budget 
gap, Mayor Bloomberg plans to 
lay off more than 4,600 teachers.  
The city wants to make sure that 
the teachers who are laid off are 

the least effective.
There are some problems 

with this approach, however.  
Finding the best way to evaluate 
teachers based on performance 
remains debatable.  So, what 
kind of system would be used?  
Would teachers be afraid to 
teach at low performing schools 
because lower test scores would 
put them at risk of being laid 
off fi rst?  Or would schools 
trying to save more money lay 
off veteran teachers because 
they’re more expensive?  Or, 
once LIFO is gone, would 
teacher layoffs depend on 
favoritism? 

According to Ms. Ocampo, 
assistant principal of Pupil 
Personnel Services, teachers 
get tenure after three years of 
satisfactory observations from 
their supervisors.  With tenure, 
the teachers have the full 
support and protection from the 
UFT.  This means that teachers 
cannot be easily fi red.  

“I believe seniority isn’t 
the best way to measure 
performance of a teacher,” said 
Ms. Ocampo, “but it has to be 
respected because teachers who 
have been teaching for 25 years 
have been civil servants for 
society, and defi nitely deserve 
respect.”  She believes that 
there does need to be a new 
way of observing teachers.  Ms. 
Ocampo said that new teachers 

are observed six times per year, 
tenured teachers are observed 
twice a year, and teachers with 
ten years or more are observed 
once a year. 

“Politicians aren’t looking 
at the real problem,” said Ms. 
Ocampo, “the real problem is 
societal.”

“I can see both sides of 
it,” said assistant principal of 
Humanities Ms. Radovich.  
“I have a lot of respect for 
colleagues who’ve been working 
long and are great teachers, 
although there should be a way 
of taking teachers who aren’t so 
great out of classrooms.”  She 
said she would be “devastated” 
if new, good teachers were 
let go because of the current 
law.  “There needs to be some 
balance at deciding if a teacher 
is good or bad at what he or she 
is doing,” said Ms. Radovich.  
She said that the city makes it 
harder for school administrtors 
to get rid of bad teachers. 

Ms. Radovich believes that 
shrinking budgets have a lot to 
do with the problem as well.  
One of her fears is that job 
security is threatened because 
senior teachers are being paid 
more, and newer teachers 
are paid less.  Mr. Lederer 
concurred, “For the price of 
one teacher, two teachers can 
be hired and a new copying 
machine can be purchased.”

Last In First Out        
Mayor Pushes to End Seniority 

in Threatened Layoffs 

by Valeria Enea

To improve performance in 
PM school, the administration 
has incorporated the Apex 
Learning program into the 
after school credit recovery 
program.

Students who have 
previously failed a course and 
didn’t earn their credits in 
summer school are assigned to 
PM school.  A student enrolled 
in summer school can take a 
maximum of three classes.  
Those students who need more 
than three courses are required 
to take PM school to earn those 
missing credits.  Students who 
failed a Regents exam needed 
to graduate are also given PM 
school for tutoring purposes.  
In either case, “PM school is 
mandatory,” said Ms. Ocampo, 
assistant principal of Pupil 
Personnel Services.

Students working to increase tolerance in society.

“Apex was implemented in 
the fall as an incentive to keep 
students motivated to attend 
PM school,” said Ms. Ocampo.

PM school’s attendance rate 
has been very poor, but since 
the Apex Learning system 
was incorporated into PM 
school, students’ attendance 
has improved.  “Combining 
the curriculum with the Apex 
Learning system gives students 
the opportunity to fi nish courses 
quicker since it’s online,” said 
Ms. Ocampo.

While attendance is 
mandatory in PM school, there 
are some cases where a student 
can formally drop the class.  
Students can only drop the 
class after they have completed 
the work they need to earn 
the credit.  Mr. MacDonald, 
the school’s Apex Learning   
system’s  coordinator, verifi es 
that the criteria have been met.  

 APEX and PM School Merge 
To drop the class the student 
must complete the curriculum 
with a passing grade, 65 or 
higher.

“The work is benefi cial to 
those students who show up.  
It’s a great opportunity to those 
students who take advantage of 
the class,” said Mr. Garofano, 
the health instructor in PM 
school.  This is Mr. Garofano’s 
fi rst year teaching with Apex 
and he likes the system.

The Apex Learning system 
is an online course that is 
similar to the curriculum 
taught in school.  On the Apex 
system teachers can assign 
online quizzes and tests for the 
students.

There are 246 students 
currently enrolled in PM 
school.  Last term there were 
300 students, 50 percent of 
whom passed, according to Ms. 
Ocampo.

10th grade cosmo students held a bake sale on May 18.



  News

by Alex Molina

During the second week 
of May, cosmetology and 
business students will take 
NOCTI assessment exams, in 
accounting and cosmetology.  
The exams consist of two 
components, a written test of 
knowledge and performance of 
skills.

Cosmetology students 
are required to take the 
assessment in their senior 
year.  Ms. Quartuccio, a senior 
cosmetology teacher, said that 
“the NOCTI Exam is a national 
assessment that defi nes the 
skills and standards that are 
expected for an entry level 
cosmetologist.” 

The cosmetology NOCTI 
exam includes work on 
manikins, according to Ms. 
Quartuccio.  After the exam is 
taken, Mr. Ross, a New York 
State Examiner, grades each 
exam.

Business students take 
an assessment in their junior 
year.  The assessment is called 
the accounting NOCTI, which 
demonstrates all the skills 
learned in class, from the basics 
of knowing key terms to being 
able to manage a business.  
“Most students pass the exam if 
they are willing to set standards 

to pass by studying, asking for 
help, learning new techniques 
to remember information and 
be prepared, said Ms. Mitchell, 
a business teacher.  Students 
overall are capable of passing if 
the students apply themselves.” 

The accounting NOCTI 
exam consists of a series of 
multiple choices questions and 
written worksheets such as 
completing payrolls, incoming 
and outgoing checks, account 
ledgers, and bank reconciliation 
forms, according to Ms. 
Mitchell. 

Ms. Newman, the director 
of the School of Entrepreneurial 
Studies, manages anything 
pertaining to the NOCTI exam.  
The assessment is paid by the 
school.  Unlike the Regents, 
which is free, this exam costs 
approximately twenty-eight 
dollars per student. 

“The exam can only be 
administered once to each 
student, I am not allowed to 
give it more than once,” said 
Ms. Newman.  The assessment 
takes approximately two days 
to complete.  

Last year, approximately 
seventy percent of the students 
who took the accounting 
assessment passed and 
approximately one hundred 
percent of the students who took 
the cosmetology assessment 
passed, Ms. Newman said. 

Once a student has passed 
the assessment, the student will 
receive a certifi cate on the fi eld 
of study.  NOCTI is a national 
certifi cation, it can be used as a 
credential for college, or getting 
a job.  Cosmetology students 
who pass the assessment will 

by Julissa Ballesteros
      

The Student Organization 
held a Valentine fundraiser.  
The week before Valentine’s 
Day, SO members took orders 
from students and on February 
14, the items were delivered to 
the students.

“The Student Organization 
fundraiser goes into the SO 

by Thomas Arbelaez

Queen Voc’s fi rm Diverse 
City Wear participated in the 
trade fair at the 69 Armory 
in Manhattan on April 7.  
According to Ms. Mitchell, it 
all went well.

Sixteen Virtual Enterprise 
students attended the trade fair.  
The DCW representatives set 
up their booths to showcase 
their products.  According to 
Cindy Sanchez, purchasing 
vice president, as part of 
their presentation, DCW 
representatives persuaded 
attendees to buy products by 
complimenting  their attire, 
which attracted their attention.  
“It went well,” said Edwin, 
“there was a good amount of 
sales”.  He added that students 
who are normally shy were 
given a chance to break out 
of their “shells”.  Edwin said 
that it was fun being able to 
create a booth for the group’s 
presentation.  Edwin, as CEO 
of DCW, walked around and 
promoted DCW by passing 
around fl iers.  In addition to 
promoting, towards the end of 
the show, Edwin created deposit 

receive an endorsed CTE 
diploma as well.  But students 
taking Accounting must not 
only pass the assessment, but 
they are also required to take 
and pass the college course 
Principals of Accounting to 
receive a CTE diploma in 
Accounting according to Ms. 
Newman.  If cosmetology or 
accounting students were to 
fail the NOCTI exam, they 
are not allowed to receive a 
CTE diploma according to Ms. 
Newman. 

The National Occupational 
Competency Testing Institute 
(NOCTI) is a company, who 
is the leading provider of 
high-quality occupational 
competency assessment to 
secondary and post-secondary 
educational institutions around 
the globe.  NOCTI Company 
provides over hundred-
seventy standardized technical 
assessments in a variety of 
occupational fi elds. NOCTI 
Company services include 
job and task analysis, test 
development, written and 
performance assessments 
delivered in both online and 
hard copy format, scoring 
services, cut score workshops 
and specialized reporting upon 
nationally validated, workplace 
based standards.

NOCTI's philosophy is 
that a complete measure of 
occupational competency is 
best achieved through the 
use of both a written test of 
technical knowledge and 
understanding, also hands-
on skills demonstration and 
performance test of technical 
manipulative skills.

SO spreads the Love with 
Valentine Fundraiser

  VE Students Attend 
  Nationwide Trade Fair

Don’t 
Knock 
These 

Exams: 
Certifi cation for 

Students who Pass

account,” said Mr. Vega, which 
is used to pay for sports teams 
and SO activities.”  The Student 
Organization made a $270 
profi t on fl owers.  There was no 
immediate profi t on the stuffed 
animals, but there are still a lot 
of them left over to be sold next 
year.

The SO sold plush dogs for 
$4, plush rabbits for $2, jungle 

animals for $2.50, hugging 
bears $3.50, bears with heart 
ribbons for $3.50, suede bears 
for $3 and fl owers for $2.

Each student who purchased 
an item had to fi ll out an order 
form.  The form it contained 
helpful hints and/or messages 
to help the recipients fi gure out 
who their secret admirer was.

Steffi  Garcia, a senior who 
purchased from the Valentine 
sale, said “The event was 
very productive because it 
gave everyone who forgot to 
buy a present a chance to buy 
something nice for their loved 
one.”  Fernando Acevedo, a 
senior said “I thought it was 
very cute and I like the idea 
of being able to purchase 
something for my loved one.”  
Christine Hawkins, a junior 
said “Everything that was sold 
was very affordable and I was 
able to buy something cute for 
friends and loved ones.”

slips and added up the amount 
of checks received.

The DCW representatives 
wore similar outfi ts to look like 
a team; the boys wore purple/
lavender shirts with black 
pants, and the girls wore purple/
lavender shirts with black skirts.  
According to Ms. Mitchell, the 
team was complimented on 
their attire and presentation.

“The students were 
pumped,” said Ms. Gross.  
“It’s an exciting experience 
for students.  It went well,” 
she said.  At the trade fair, VE 
fi rms from many schools from 
across the nation participated.  
According to Ms. Mitchell, 
students from nine countries 
attended.  The show was from 
9:45am to 3:45pm.

Edwin Herrera, stated that 
the team was able to network 
with students from different 
countries and meet other 
students outside of Queens Voc 
In preparation for the trade fair 
weeks before, DCW members 
planned the look of their booth, 
bought body forms for clothing 
and accessory displays, 
produced catalogs, and brought 
giveaways. 
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Diverse City Wear displays some of its products. 

Two of the many stuffed animals sold on Valentine’s Day.
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The State and City evaluations are over for the year.  
Here is a little bit of their visits.  Five evaluators 
from the New York State Education Department 
spent one full day at Queens Vocational & Technical 
High School.  They interviewed administrators, 
teachers, parents and students.  They observed 
classrooms, walked the hallways, and even went into 
the cafeteria.  At the end of the day they debriefed 
with the Assistant Principals, Ms. Vittor and myself.  
Here are some of the comments made to us at that 
meeting:

• Professional Development for the staff is based 
on the needs of the school, is on-going and 
embedded during SLC Common planning time.  
• Data is used effectively to increase student 
achievement.
• There are many opportunities for additional 
instruction including before, during, after-school 
and Saturdays.
• The school is safe, orderly and academically-
oriented.

Their only negative comment was:
•That rigor was inconsistent across classrooms.

The NYC Quality Review consisted of one evaluator, 
a former Bronx principal, who spent two full days in 
our school.  His routine was very much the same as 
the State’s.  He met with teachers, parents, students, 
Ms. Vittor and myself.  He observed classrooms, 
hallway transitions and bulletin boards.  Here are 
some of his fi ndings after his two days:

What the school does well:
•Students are prepared for both employment and 
higher education.
•Teachers work effectively in collaborative teams 
to increase student performance.
•The school is well-focused on student outcomes 
with a vision to accelerate learning.
•The building has a calm, respectful, and orderly 
tone.

Areas for improvement:
•Expand differentiation to provide appropriate 
challenge to students on all ability levels.
•Extend the practice of providing feedback to 
students with detailed reasons for success and 
clear next steps for improvement.

Overall, both reviews were glowing.  We should 
be very proud of ourselves!  However, the areas 
identifi ed for improvement are true.  These are the 
areas we need to concentrate on next.  So as our 
minds begin to drift to summer fun, barbecues, 
and vacation, we must all continue to maintain our 
focus and work hard at closing this school year 
successfully.  Let’s have our biggest percentage of 
graduates ever!

Melissa Burg
Principal

Melissa Burg
Principal

We can be contacted by e-mail:
Letters@VocVoice.org
Editor@VocVoice.org

Website Under Construction

Finally!  The school has a new website.  The 
school has been without a website for several 
years, much to the unhappiness of students 

and staff.  
Ms. Burg has been working to get a new website 

started, encouraged by the students and staff on 
the school leadership team, among others.  With a 
website, the school will be better able to promote 
itself--and it should.  It’s a good school!

Although credit must be given to Mr. Garcia 
for attempting to maintain the previous website 
by himself, we thank Ms. Ruiz for stepping up and 
creating a website club and taking on the challenge  
of creating and maintaining a website.  

It will take a lot of work to maintain a school 
website.  There will be constant updating needed 
if it is to refl ect the achievements and activities at 
Queens Voc.  But now, the Queens Voc community 
can look forward to a website that refl ects all our 
school has to offer.  

Congratulations to Ms. Burg for moving this 
issue forward.

Evaluating Queens Voc

Congratulations are also due the school 
community: the students, teachers, 
administrators, and all the other staff 

members.  The evaluators from the state and 
city  found our school to be  a productive and 
educational setting.  That refl ects well on the entire 
school community.  Everyone at Queens Voc should 
be proud.  

But we also should realize that we were all on 
our best behavior.  Let’s not lose sight of that.  
Each of us, each day, should strive to do our best.  
We  students should, our teachers should, and the 
administrators should.  

We should not revert back to students listening 
to music in the halls, cafeteria, and the classrooms.  
Teachers should show the same dedication they did 
during those worrisome visits, with solid lessons and 
good classroom control.  Administrators should be 
out of their offi ces, walking the halls, just as they 
did when the evaluators were here.  

An article in this edition deals with high grades 
and low SAT scores.  That is a reminder that, as the 
state evaluator said, we should be doing rigorous 
work in our classes.

Editorials

Do you have an opinion 
on any of the articles in 
this issue of the 
Vocational Voice?
Write to us and tell us! 
Be sure to sign your 
letter and put it in Mr. 
Schimenz’s mailbox.

Mr. Schimenz
Main Offi ce “Good enough” is 

the enemy of “it 
can be better.”

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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by Armando Avila

Tanvir Toy, a 2003 Queens 
Voc graduate, Vocational 
Voice editor-in-chief, two-year 
varsity baseball team captain, 
and who was selected “Most 
likely to Succeed” by his senior 
classmates, returned to the 
school to show his documentary, 
Undocumented Hope, to the 
School of Exploration and 
Discovery on Tuesday, March 
1, 2010.

“I’ve visited the school 
numerous times after I 
graduated, but this time it 
was very different because 
I was invited,” said Tanvir.  
Ms. Radovich, director of 
SED, invited Tanvir to show 
his fi lm and speak with the 
freshmen after previewing the 
documentary.  Tanvir said it 
“was exciting to come back and 

by Lizeth Montoya
    

The senior luncheon took 
place on Friday, April 1, at 
Bruno’s on the Boulevard.  
According to Mr. Vega, who 
coordinated the luncheon, 138 
seniors attended, making this 
the highest number of students 
attending a luncheon since 
2007.  

The seniors paid $25 to 
attend the luncheon, which 
took place from 12-4pm.  The 
theme for the luncheon was 
masquerade ball. 

“I think the luncheon was 
great overall, the theme was 
established very well, every 

show what I have accomplished 
and to encourage the students to 
focus on school and career.”

Tanvir’s documentary is 
based on four college students 
who immigrated to the United 
States with their families, 
when they were very young.  
The documentary shows the 
diffi culties of undocumented 
individuals living in America.  

Tanvir admitted to being 
a “bit nervous” to show his 
documentary to Queens Voc 
freshmen because he did not 
know how they would receive 
it.  “I wanted the freshmen class 
to watch the documentary and 
think about their own situation.  
Those who are American 
citizens should not take being 
an ‘American’ for granted.  
Those who are undocumented 
should keep working hard and 
not lose hope of future success,” 

he said.
When the fi lm had ended, 

there was a question and answer 
period.  Tanvir said he was 
impressed with the behavior 
of the ninth graders, and even 
more impressed with their 
questions afterwards.  “The 
students were so attentive,” he 
said, “I was thrilled to return to 
my old high school and to have 
a chance to speak with so many 
of the students.”

After graduating from 
Queens Voc, Tanvir attended 
Queens College and graduated 
with a Bachelor’s degree in 
Media Studies.  He then went 
to Brooklyn College and 
earned his Master of Fine Arts 
in Television Production.  As a 
thesis project he had to produce 
a 30-minute project for CUNY 
TV.  He quickly decided that he 
was going to base his project 
on immigration, a topic about 
which he is very passionate.  

It took Tanvir almost 
two years to complete his 

documentary.  Research on the 
fi lm started in September 2008 
and the fi lm was completed in 
June 2010.  

“Undocumented Hope” 
won runner-up in the CUNY 
Asian American Film Festival.  
It was also shown at the Asian 
American International Film 
Festival and the San Francisco 
Immigrant Film Festival.

Besides understanding the 

Alumnus Presents 
Documentary to SED

message of his fi lm, Tanvir 
wanted students to get another 
message.  “I would hope the 
students can see me as an 
example of someone who went 
to Queens Voc and went to 
college and had some success,” 
he said.

Tanvir continues to produce 
and direct fi lms.  In the future 
he hopes to launch his own 
production company. 

single student and teacher 
wore a mask, and the food was 
awesome,” said Maria Toro, 
senior class secretary.

The seniors chose the theme 
from among masquerade ball, 
rock and roll, and the ‘70s/
groovy theme. Masquerade ball 
won with 98 votes, following 
rock and roll with 39 votes, 
and ‘70s/groovy theme with 9 
votes,” said Rocio Vicencio, 
who was in charge of the 
survey.  

According to Mr. Vega, 
coordinator of student activities, 
masks and beads were given 
out to students, and there were 
salsa, merengue, and bachata 

competitions.  
Ariel Obando and Ambar 

Sencion won the salsa 
competition, Odalys Infante 
and Kimberly Espinal won 
the merengue competition, 
and Margaret Castellanos and 
Marines Lago won the bachata 
competition.  Each winner 
received a trophy, presented by 
Mr. Vega.

The senior superlatives, 
also known as “senior mosts,” 
were announced Friday, March 
25, at Senior Oscar Night.  
The event was organized by 
the yearbook committee.  The 
price of the ticket was $2.  
The presenters, also seniors, 
dressed up as their favorite 
celebrities to present awards to 
the winners.  “I’m really happy 
with how everything turned 
out, we worked very hard on 
making this a good event and 

everything turned out great,” 
said Ms. Green, yearbook 
coordinator.  There were 16 
categories including most likely 
to succeed, most popular class, 
cutie, class clown, class thug, 
biggest change, most unique, 
best dressed, most fun to be 
with, dynamic duo, head turner, 
biggest fl irt, best hair, cutest 
couple, party animal, and star 
athlete.

The second senior 
food festival took place on 
Wednesday, April 6.  “We were 
worried that we would have to 
cancel the food festival because 
of the lack of people wanting to 
bring in food, but it turned out 
just fi ne,” said senior Vanessa 
Obando, a leadership student.  
A plate of food cost $5 plus $1 
for a soda or water, and extra 
for dessert.  The senior class 
made $2,000 on the second 

senior food festival, which went  
towards reducing the price of 
prom.  “I am very proud of the 
senior class of 2011, they came 
through and did a better job than 
expected.  The prom ticket was 
initially $100 but because of 
our success at the food festival, 
the price went down to $70,” 
said Mr. Vega.

The senior prom will be on 
Friday, June 3, at Terrace on the 
Park.  The the fi rst 140 tickets 
were $70.  The remaining 
tickets are $110.

Graduation is scheduled for 
Monday, June 27, at 4pm.  The 
ceremony will take place at 
LaGuardia Community College.  
Each senior will receive two 
tickets for the graduation 
ceremony.  “We can’t just give 
as many tickets as the students 
want because there is a limited 
amount of seats,” he said.

Senior News

by Emilee Rosa

Why are students 
receiving such high 
grades in their courses while 
scoring low on the SATs?  
The issue is caused by many 
scenarios such as the infl ation 
of grades, the lack of student 
preparation for the Scholastic 
Aptitude Test, and social 
promotion.

And it’s adversely impacting 
our college acceptances.

Grade point averages are 
subjective, while SAT scores 
are more objective.  At least 
SATs offer some objective 
standards that colleges are able 
to look at.  Students’ grade point 
averages, on the other hand, 
vary depending on the criteria 
their teachers use to judge their 
achievement.  

Let’s face it, teachers are 

Opinions: High GPAs... Low SATs?
under pressure to give good 
grades.  Teachers, however, are 
not aiding students by pushing 
them towards graduation, but 
are instead setting students up 
for failure. 

According to the College 
Board, students are receiving 
more As than ever before, but 
SAT results show that those 
As are drastically losing their 
value.  

In 1998, 38% of college-
bound seniors had an A average 
and scored an average of 1143 
out of 1600 on the SAT exam.  
In 2008, 42% of college bound 
seniors who received an A 
average scored an average of 
1119 out of 2400 on the SAT 
exam.  

This group in 2008, which 
received a higher GPA average 
than the class of 1998, received 
lower average results on the 
SAT exam.  Students with B 
averages in 1998 received 
higher SAT scores compared 
with the B averaged students 
of 2008.  It’s clear that grades 
don’t represent well a student’s 
education.

There have been many 
circumstances throughout my 
years of high school that I have 
heard students say, “I passed 
that class and did nothing.”  
Such students whose grades are 
being infl ated do not see passing 
classes they don’t legitimately 
deserve to pass as a problem. 
After all, why complain when 

a reward such as a new pair of 
shoes or a new laptop awaits?  

However, the problem 
of grade infl ation is clearly 
noticeable and shameful when 
grades start confl icting with 
college.  Studies show that 77% 
of student graduates are not well 
equipped for success in college.  
According to studies conducted 
by a state committee last 
year, only 23% of high school 
students are well prepared for 
college.  

Over 1.5 million students 
took the SATs in 2007-2008, 
and the number of college 
applications has increased, 
according to College Board.  
Because of the increase in 
college applicants, many 

colleges have become 
more selective with 
GPA and SAT scores.  

According to Mr. 
Burke, “there is a disparity 
between the grade students 
receive in high school classes 
and the grade students receive 
on the SAT.”  Mr. Burke 
believes teachers for the most 
part do not give work at the 
SAT level.  “The readings we 
give students are generally not 
at the SAT level.  So when they 
take the SAT, the scores are 
often low.”  Mr. Burke feels 
Queens Voc teachers grade 
students based on effort more 
than anything else.

The grades students receive 
might make them feel good.  
But they confl ict with our 
college acceptances. Giving us 
high grades isn’t getting us into 
college.  Teaching us will.

Tanvir Toy answers questions about his documentary.
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by Mayra A. Bajana

Half of the students are 
sitting around in class looking 
at the teacher, while the other 
kid in the back of the room is 
sleeping.   Report card grades 
come and the kid who sits 
in the back gets a 90!  Is this 
really likely to happen?  In high 
school, maybe it is.  

Most students at Queens Voc 
believe that their teachers aren’t 
too easy, 10 out of 15 students 
surveyed for this article said 
just that.  But in a recent New 
York Times article, “Swamped 
by Remedial Students, City’s 
2-Year Colleges Adjust,” Lisa 
W. Foderaro wrote “fewer 
than half of all New York 
State students who graduated 
from high school in 2009 were 
prepared for college or careers, 
as measured by state Regents 
tests in English and math.  
Many of those graduates end 
up at CUNY.”

Foderaro shows that “about 
three-quarters of the 17,500 
freshmen at the community 
colleges this year needed 
remedial instruction in reading, 
writing or math, and nearly a 
quarter if the freshmen have 
required such instruction in all 
three subjects.”  

But what do teachers and 
students have to say about this?  
Ms. Burg, our principal, said she 
believes “that different teachers 
have different expectations for 
children.  Teachers sometimes 
give students the benefi t of the 
doubt,” she said.  “As a fi nal 
grade, I have never granted 
credit where it wasn’t earned, 
but in an attempt to keep a 

by Louis Pacheco

Two out of the four universal 
machine stations in the weight 
room are damaged beyond use 
and have been left that way for 
a while.  

“Gym students should be 
allowed to access the weight 
room, it’s there for all, but it 
should defi nitely be properly 
maintained,” said Mr. Boyle.  
“If is not properly maintained, 
then both students and athletes 
lose out on the opportunity.”  

The universal machines 
allow several different types 
of exercises to be done.  “The 
cables on the machines are 
a vital part to the proper 
functioning of the machine and 
the cables are frayed and the 
plastic is tearing making them 
weak.  I’ve actually seen one 
of the cables snap.  A student 
was using the machine when it 
snapped, but no one was hurt.  
The machine is like your car, 
you have to maintain it regularly 
or it becomes dangerous.”   Mr. 
Boyle explained that “there was 
a dispute about money issues 
and the company that fi xes the 
exercise equipment.” 

Gym Tech is the company 
that installed the equipment in 
the weight room.  Mr. Lerro 
said “I thought we had a 
contract because they installed 
the exercise equipment, but the 
contract was dropped back in 
2005.  Since the contract was 
dropped the equipment cannot 
be professionally maintained 

Is Your Teacher 
Really 

Challenging You?

Weight Room Equipt.
Remains Broken 

Poor Communication the Cause
student engaged and motivated, 
I feel like I have increased a 
grade.”  Is this being easy too?

“I think to place the blame 
solely on high schools is unfair.  
There are many factors that 
affect students’ abilities.  I think 
the universities need to look at 
the whole picture,” said Ms. 
Burg.  “We [school] may not 
be fully preparing students for 
post-secondary life.  I think as a 
school if we grant diplomas for 
students who haven’t earned 
them, then the school can get a 
poor reputation,” she said.   

Mr. Gorman, assistant 
principal of math and science, 
said that “more than 300 years 
ago Isaac Newton laid down his 
third law of motion, ‘for every 
action there is an equal opposite 
reaction.’ Students sometimes 
suffer the consequences of 
actions which may be either 
positive or negative actions 
produce negative consequences 
and pros reproduce positive 
consequences called rewards.”  
Mr. Gorman believes that if 
teachers have a lot going on in 
the beginning of class, students 
will want to go to class.  “If 
teachers have a method or way 
or an activity that begins when 
the bell rings and is engaging and 
is ready to go, students would 
come on time.”  But is this an 
explanation to why teachers are 
too easy on students?    

Senior Andrew Gonzalez 
said that “this school year 
has been very hard, it hasn’t 
been the easiest year of them 
all, considering we have a lot 
work and it all needs to be 
done in order to graduate.”  
He confesses that getting his 

homework done is a problem.  
“Getting my homework in has 
been the hardest challenge of 
them all this year, but it makes 
me more responsible with 
school.  There are homeworks 
being given to me by most of 
my teachers.  Sometimes I can’t 
fi nish it all on time, but I can say 
that high school has mentally 
prepared me for college in the 
future.”  

Chrisleidy Duverge, a 
Queens Voc alumnus who 
attends BMCC, said that 
“the curriculum in Queens 
Vocational didn't seem to be 
solely based on academics.  It 
seemed to have focused more 
on shops and the technical 
classes more.  Most of the work 
was easy looking back now, 
whereas college work is a bit 
more challenging and no one is 
reminding you to bring in your 
homework,” she said.   The 
more diffi cult work was passing 
shop, not so much academic 
classes.  Queens Vocational 
does offer free college courses 
at LaGuardia. That's very good 
to take advantage of.”  

Mr. Burke, an English 
teacher believes that “in general, 
grades are given inconsistently.  
There isn’t a consistent grading 
policy from teacher to teacher, 
grade to grade, and from school 
to school,” Mr. Burke said he 
based a lesson on this article for 
his senior class.  Most students, 
he said were shocked to hear 
about NYC high school students 
needing remedial classes. 

“There is a lack of rigor, 
meaning kids are getting 
promoted that don’t have the 
skills to be at that grade level.  
But a lot of kids come into high 
school, not prepared for high 
school.  Yet here they are,” said 
Mr. Burke.   

Are teachers really too easy 
on students?  And why blame 
anyone at all?  

like it needs to be.  “Gym Tech 
isn’t fi xing anything until they 
get paid for what they repaired 
years ago when we were still 
under contract,” said Mr. Lerro.  
“They still owe us a bike seat, a 
lat pull down machine, and pins 
for the weights.”  Still owe us?  
Since 2005?  Six years later?  
How can that be?  Clearly, no 
one has followed up on this.  

In the meantime some 
equipment is temporarily fi xed 
by Mr. Lerro himself.  “We 
asked Mr. Alikakos to renew 
the contract with Gym Tech in 
September, Mr. Lerro said.  But 
Assistant Principal Alikakos 
said that “it’s the fi rst I’ve heard 
of the issue.  Gym Tech is not a 
contracted vendor.  The weight 
room’s broken equipment has 
nothing to do with Gym Tech, 
and I haven’t gotten a request 
from anybody concerning the 
equipment.”  In early May, 
as the broken equipment was 
being researched for this article, 
he fi nally received a request to 
have the broken equipment in 
the weight room repaired.

This lack of communication 
is seriously handicapping the 
students’ ability to exercise, and 
our school’s athletic program.  
How about fi xing the equipment 
over the summer or at the very 
least putting in offi cial reports 
asking for equipment to be 
fi xed?  Better communication 
would have kept the equipment 
at prime functionality and 
solved problems much faster, 
instead of waiting six years.

What?! 
Dress Code?

Let’s go to the weight room and…jump rope.

by Natalie Kavral

Boys and girls walk in and 
out of Queens Voc dressed as 
if they were walking in and 
out of a club.  Every morning 
students swipe into school 
with their student ID cards, 
and every morning there’s 
security at the desk and staff at 
the door making sure the entry 
runs smoothly, but it’s clear 
that some of the students here 
at Queens Voc feel that they 
are allowed to come dressed as 
they please, whether it’s girls 
with their stomach showing in 
the summer time or boys with 
their hats on in the winter time.

I’ve seen girls walk in 
to school with shorts that 
only cover 5 inches of their 
thighs, and guys that come 
in with inappropriate quotes 
and designs on their clothes 
and when it’s brought to their 
attention they get furious.

“Our school doesn’t regulate 
what students are allowed to 
wear because we want to be 
annoying, or ‘mean’ as students 
here at Queens Voc say, but 
because we have a dress code 
and they are to follow it,” said 
Mr. Garofano, a dean.

Every September, freshmen 
at Queens Voc receive a letter 
about electronics and the school 
dress code.  So just what is the 
school dress code?  According 
to the letter the school sends 
home at the beginning of the 
year:

•No headgear is permitted.  

Students may not wear hats, 
hoods, doo-rags, scarves, 
bandanas, or headbands in 
school.

•No clothing will be worn 
advertising alcohol, tobacco, or 
controlled substances.

•Clothing with writing, 
drawings, or emblems that are 
obscene, derogatory, or racially 
offensive will not be permitted.

•Pants and shirts must 
completely cover the waist 
area and shoulders.  Tank tops, 
halters and midriff tops are not 
permitted.  Shorts and skirts 
cannot be shorter than 4 inches 
above the knee.

•Students are not permitted 
to wear excessively low 
necklines.

•Students are not permitted 
to wear beads or any gang-
related apparel or insignia.

•Tight fi tting shorts or pants 

(such as bike shorts or stretch 
pants) may not be worn except 
as a layered look.

•Students wearing inappro-
priate clothing will be brought 
to a dean or administrator, and a 
parent will be called to address 
this issue through an in-school 
guidance conference and 
provision of proper clothing.

The school doesn’t tell us 
what to wear just to control 
us, but restrict students from 

coming to school dressed 
inappropriately.  

Queens Voc is a vocational 
school, developing future 
employees.  Through the 
dress code, students are taught 
what appropriate work attire 
is.  Further, in an educational 
environment, students should 
learn how to dress, act, and 
speak in a professional manner 
because that is what Queens 
Voc is about.
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by Jennifer Sanchez

Vocational Voice asked teachers of junior CTE classes to 
recommend a top student.   In this edition, we present their 
selections.

Questions:
1. Why did you choose this major?
2. What do you enjoy best about your shop?
3. Do you think this major is right for you?  Why or why not?
4. Is this something you see yourself doing after leaving Queens 
Voc?  How?  If not what will you consider doing?
5. Is this shop what you expected it to be?
6. Would you recommend this shop to current freshmen?  Why 
or why not?

Mark Puma - Plumbing- Mr. McCarthy
1. I chose plumbing because 
it sounded interesting and fun.  
I also like working with my 
hands.
2. I enjoy working with my 
hands and that I’m not just 
sitting down at a desk like in 
my other classes.  During shop 
I’m always active and doing 
something.
3. I’m still not sure, but I hope 
so.
4. Probably, as a part-time job 
as a plumber or engineer.
5. No, I thought it was going 
to be easy but it turned out to 
be diffi cult because there are a 
lot of jobs to complete in order to earn a good grade.
6. Yeah, I would recommend this shop.  If they don’t like 
sitting around in a room staring at a computer or writing, this 
is defi nitely a class you should consider.  Most of the work is 
hands-on.

Taha Hatab - Electrical Installation - Mr. Abreu 
1. EI challenges me and it’s a 
good skill to pick up.  I also 
chose it because it looked fun.
2. I enjoy how we talk to 
each other and it’s just fun 
completing the jobs and 
checking them.
3. Yes, because I like 
challenging myself to the max.
4. Yes.  I want to continue 
working in EI, maybe in Con-
Ed or the MTA.
5. Yes it’s fun, challenging, and 
overall a good skill to learn. 
6. Of course, all freshmen 
should challenge themselves.  

After all high school is about challenging yourself. 

Juan Alzate -  Electrical Installation - Mr. Mendez 
1. I chose EI because I like 
hands-on work.
2. EI class is fun and the 
students are funny.  They keep 
me entertained. 
3. No, because I want a “suit” 
job.
4. Not really.  I like the class 
but I would consider a job in 
business.
5. I didn’t have any 
expectations.
6. Yeah, because it’s a fun 
class.

Elixandria Brienza - Electrical Installation - Mr. Vega
1.  I chose EI because I love 
the trade.  I’ve worked with my 
dad and I like hands-on work.
2. The hands on working 
environment and the way that 
we learn.
3. Yes.  It’s what I plan on 
doing in the future,
4. Yeah defi nitely I like to go 
into Residential Long Island.
5. Yes because I’ve been in this 
trade since the fourth grade.
6. Yes I would recommend it 
for people who are ready to 
work not just who want a 65. 

Eric Yanaylle - Electrical Installation - Mr. Vega
1. A couple of friends told 
me about EI and it seemed 
interesting and fun. Since 
I transferred here as a 
sophomore I wasn’t really sure 
of what to choose.
2. Working with my friends 
and learning new stuff each 
day.
3. Yes because I’m really good 
at it.
4. Yes.  If I get into the union 
defi nitely if not I would still 
like to continue working in EI. 
5. Yeah.
6. If they like working yeah.

Philip Borisuck - Computer Tech - Mr. David
1. I like working with 
computers, because most 
majors are run by computer 
based systems, there would 
defi nitely be job security.
2. The hands on experience.
3. Yes.  It has job security so 
I’m guaranteed a job.  I am 
also very interested in new 
technology. 
4. I would like to continue it 
in college and after graduating 
college land a full-time job. 
5. Yes, absolutely.  It’s fun and 
challenging.
6. Yes, because they get to 
work hands on with old and 

new technology.  The freshmen would get experience and further 
knowledge on the new technology developing. 

Kelly Ann Kato - Electronics - Ms. Maraj
1. It seemed more productive 
than computer tech.
2. The math, we use a lot of 
math in shop. It helps me 
understand math in shop and 
all my other classes.
3. Yes, because I can go farther 
and have many opportunities 
with this skill.
4. After I graduate high school 
I would like to continue it as 
a part-time job while I attend 
college.
5. Not at fi rst, but then again I 
didn’t really know what it was.
6. Yeah I would, especially the 
ones that are interested in math 
and science.

May Lin - Graphic Arts - 
Mr. Garcia

1. I thought that this class 
looked interesting and more 
exciting than the other shop 
classes.
2. The class exposes me to 
computer design and art.  It 
helps me express my creativity
3. It would like to think so, I’m 
not too sure.
4. I’m not sure.
5. I’m satisfi ed with learning 
the programs like Photoshop 
and others.  It’s actually quite 
interesting.
6. Yes, of course.

Jennifer Rojas - 
Cosmetology - Ms. D’Onofrio 

(morning class)

1. I chose this shop because I 
wanted to learn how to style 
hair. 
2. Hairstyling, because I’m 
good at it. 
3. I think so, at least for 
now I think it is.  Cosmo is 
something new and could be 
useful later on. 
4. Defi nitely as a part-time job.
5. Yes, it is exactly how I 
imagined.  We do hair, theory, 
nails, etc.  It is a balanced 
learning.
6. Yes, because you learn 
how to do a lot and it is an 
opportunity no other school 
offers.

Junior Shop Pro
VOCATIONAL VOICE
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Remilekun Diaz - 
Cosmetology- Ms. D’Onofrio 

(afternoon class)
1. Originally, I chose it because 
I like to make people feel good 
about themselves.
2. We recently started cutting 
hair and I love it.  I get scissor 
happy whenever I start cutting 
hair I don’t want to stop! 
3. Yes.  I just love 
cosmetology.  I look forward to doing it and when I get sick all 
think about is the hours of Cosmo I am missing. 
4. Yes, I plan on getting my license and maybe get a part-time 
job while still attending college. 
5. Yes it’s actually way more than I expected it to be.
6. If you want a fun four years and you want to learn about hair, 
make-up, nails, etc, then Cosmo is the way to go. 

Ashley Deaza - Business - Ms. Newman 
1. I chose it because everywhere you go, you’ll fi nd a place where 
they need a person who has knowledge in business.  My mom also 

helped infl uence my decision 
since she is involved in the 
business world.
2. I get to learn things that I 
know I will need later on in the 
future.  This major is basically 
all a learning experience. I 
really enjoy it.
3. Yeah, since I was younger 
I have dreamed of owning my 
own business.  If I didn’t see 
myself involved in the business 
world later on, I would have 
chosen another shop.
4. Yes defi nitely.  I’m going to 
graduate with a business license 

and it’ll give me an advantage over other people applying for the 
job I am.  I’ll work my way up until I’m my own boss.
5. I knew business revolved around money and a lot of math but 
it’s also much more than that.  There are many terms we must 
learn and it’s defi nitely a hard career to jump in to.
6. Yeah, freshmen should consider business because it’s a popular 
career choice.  Freshmen will also learn to make smart economic 
choices, how to handle money, and how to face the world.  It’s a 
great major to consider if you want to make money.

by Luseny Maldonado

Teachers, we think, were 
always teachers.  But they 
weren’t.  Several of our Queens 
Voc pedagogues reveal what 
they did before...

Mrs. Himmel
 “Before I became an English 
teacher I was an aspiring actress.  
It all started in a high school 
production called The South 
Pacifi c.  I was really into it.  
There was a lot of competition 
for different roles and parts.  It 
was scary and fun at the same 
time.  I studied acting and I 
used to go to open audition 
calls.  The farthest I got was into 
community theatre.  I usually 
played dramatic roles and some 
musical roles as well.”

Mrs. Quartuccio
“I owned a graphic design 
company for twenty years 
before I became a cosmetology 
teacher.  I imported designed 
and manufactured collector 
plates.  I also worked with the 
creative department companies 
such as The Danbury Mint, The 
Bradford Exchange, and Lenox.  
It was an interesting profession, 
people from all over the world 
gave me ideas of what they 
wanted and I designed for 
them.”

Ms. Guzman
“In 2001 I used to work in 
hotel management.  I worked at 
Richmond Hill, Georgia while 
working for my certifi cation 
to be a cosmetologist teacher.  
I met different people from all 
over the world.  I was in charge 

of staff so I got to meet different 
people of different levels.  It 
was really fun depending on 
who was working with me.  
Sometimes people would come 
up to the desk and say random 
things that you wouldn’t 
usually hear, or shock you with 
questions such as ‘How do you 
turn on the TV?’”

Ms. Torres
“I was in business with 
my husband, who was a 
hairdresser.  We both owned a 
building where we opened our 
own shop in Brooklyn.  I was 
in business as a hairdresser 
with him from 1979 until 
2002.  I was a haircutter and 
he was the colorist.  I enjoyed 
the money we made, as well 
as the freedom I had.  I really 
enjoyed the people I met and I 
learned a lot from them.  They 
were interesting and helped me 
grow.  My clients were the ones 
who convinced me to become 
a teacher.  They told me I was 
great as a hairdresser and that I 
should teach.

Mr. Zambrotta
“About 7 years ago I was a 
soldier stationed in Georgia, 
North Carolina.  I was 
constantly in training courses 
such as airborne school.  I 
learned survival skills and 
navigation skills, and as well as 
combat-related skills to defend 
yourself.  At times nothing was 
fun about the military but at the 
same time when you’re running 
around shooting guns and 
learning skills that transform 
you from a civilian to a soldier, 
you’re really having a good 

time.” 

Mr. Lerro
“When I was 25, I was a health 
care administrator for a nursing 
home called Sheepshead Bay 
Nursing Home in Brooklyn.  
I had to make sure staff kept 
patients’ rooms cleaned.  Also, 
I had to make sure food and 
nutrition needs for patients were 
met.  I developed relationships 
with many patients.  I was sad 
when I saw patients suffer or 
die.  It was frustrating when 
there was nothing I could do to 
help them.”

Mr. Garcia
“I worked as a graphic designer 
for the Department of Education 
from 2003 until 2005.  I 
designed fl yers for the The 
New York Post.  I also designed 
an articulation package with 
the information about career 
and technical education.  I 
also designed brochures and 
handbooks.  I enjoyed walking 
through the offi ce and working 
with professionals in a classical 
building, the Tweed Courthouse, 
behind City Hall. 

Mr. Burke
“I used to work as a baker during 
college.  I rolled entire bags 
of fl our into bagels at night.  I 
rolled about 5 bags a night.  
Those were hundred pounds 
of bags of fl our.  It would take 
about eight or nine hours when 
I’d work.  It was hard work and 
physical work which was good 
to get me away from my studies.  
It was pretty nice to see what 
you made with your hands after 
the bagels were baked.

by Shennel Cole

Read the clues and guess which 
teachers the clues describe.

Teacher 1:
This teacher is married to 
another teacher in the school, 
has a daughter who frequently 
visits.   He teaches U.S. History, 
and when he stares at you with 
those blue eyes you know to be 
quiet.

Teacher 2:
This teacher’s students call him 
a name that rhymes with sizzles.  
He started a new program in 
the school, and was featured 
in a magazine as a cartoon 
character.  People often think 
that he is married to Ms. Ruiz.

Teacher 3:
This teacher went to Townsend 
Harris High School.  He had 
long blonde hair that reached 
down to his chin in high school.  
He has played ice hockey since 
he was 7-years old.  Music is 
also a big part of this teacher’s 
life.  He can play the guitar, 
bass, and drums.

Teacher 4:
This teacher is an avid sports 
fan, her favorite color is green, 
and her favorite holiday is St. 
Patrick’s Day.  She teaches all 
grades except 9th.  She has 
a Dodge Charger but never 
drives it; you are more likely to 
see her walking.  She recently 
got engaged and is planning a 
summer wedding.

Teacher 5:
The joke is that this teacher 
was here when they laid the 
foundation of the school.  She 
always has stories to tell her 
students about “back in the 
days.”  She believes oatmeal is 
the best breakfast.  She was a 
dean for ten years.

Teacher 6:
This teacher is known for calling 
her students “sweetheart.”  If 
you ever had her as a teacher 
you will know that she is always 
talking about her brother.  She 
teaches cosmetology and 
health.  She has a unique way 
of teaching, when she walks 
in the room you never know 
how she is going to teach the 
lesson.

Teacher 7:
She communicates with her 
students through e-mails.  She 
is known for having her senior 
class take pictures in caps and 
gowns at the beginning of their 
senior year.  It only takes one 
look from her to quiet the class 
down.

Teacher 8:
This teacher is also coach. He 
and his wife recently had a baby 
boy.  He has been teaching at 
Queens Voc for nine years.

Answers

Who’s the Teacher?

What Our Teachers 
Used to Do

BLOOD
DRIVE

Sign up for the  
Spring 2011 
Blood Drive

-
Wednesday 

May 25, 2011 
-

 See Mr. Vega 
in room 143 to 

sign up. 1. Mr. Gallagher
2. Mr. Garcia
3. Mr. Zambrotta
4. Ms. Green
5. Ms. Ehrlich
6. Ms. Torres
7. Ms. Ruiz
8. Mr. Devaux

files

Next edition: Senior Shop Profi les
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by Kevin Peterson

You’re walking with your 
friends and you slip on a patch 
of ice.  You hope nobody saw 
it but everyone did.  We’ve all 
had embarrassing moments in 
our lives where we wish we 
could just hide somewhere until 
everyone forgot what happened.  
Queens Voc students and 
teachers reveal some of their 
uncomfortable moments.

“Last year in EI I was 
talking to my teacher while 
screwing down a connector I 
was holding.   I wasn’t paying 
attention and the screwdriver 
slipped and I stabbed myself 
in the hand.    It hurt a lot and 
when I looked I saw a big hole 
in my hand.  I almost passed out 
from the pain and the sight of 
the hole.  All of the deans and 
medical staff had to come to 
my class.  They wanted to take 
me to the hospital but I begged 
them not to.” 

-Larry Lebeau,  senior
  
“The day of my junior high 

school graduation, my sister’s 
camera needed a memory card 
so she took my PSP memory 
card, but what she didn’t 
know was there were pictures 
of naked girls saved on it.   
Her camera didn’t show the 
pictures, so after graduation we 
went Duane Reade to print out 

by Michelle Bravo

Outside the former main 
entrance on 47th Avenue, there 
is a sign with the school’s 
information and a painted tiger, 
Queens Voc’s mascot.  Mrs. 
Gaskin, a Queens Voc teacher 
who has been teaching for 19 
years, suggested Vocational 
Voice to write a story about the 
sign.  So I set out to discover 

the story and artist behind the 
painting.

Throughout the 
investigation, I put together 
clues that led me to fi nd out who 
the artist is. The sign is located 
at the old main entrance, I knew 
I had to interview teachers who 
have been around for fi ve years 
or more.  Mrs. Gaskin said the 
painting has been around for 
about 15 years.  I learned that 

WhAt Do You Like Best 
About Queens Voc?

Investigating the 

Tiger Outside

queens voc embarrassing 
moments

the person who painted the sign 
still works at Queens Voc.

Eventually, I found that 
the painting was drawn around 
the summer of 1996, by Andy 
Hemlal, the school’s machinist.

When I met Mr. Hemlal, 
he said his job at Queens Voc 
is to work in the machine shop, 
in the basement.  Mr. Hemlal 
also takes care of the school 
inventory, puts up bulletin 
boards, and receives shipments 
and delivers them to classrooms 
and offi ces.  Mr. Hemlal has 
worked at Queens Voc since 
February, 1993.  

The sign says, in 
green letters:  “QUEENS 
VOCATIONAL & TECH. 
HIGH SCHOOL, OFFERING 
BOTH ACADEMIC & 
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS 
WITH EXCELLENCE & 
PRIDE, 37-02 47 AVE,” and 
list the school phone number, 
“718-937-3010.”  In the middle 
of the sign, there is a tiger whos 
colors are orange, brown, and 
black nside a green circle.

Mr. Hemlal said he painted 
the sign to update the previous 
sign, which was just a paper sign 
in the display case, without the 
tiger painting.  Mr. Hemlal said 
he wanted to make the painting 
more vibrant and colorful, 
which he accomplished by 
using oil paint.  The painting 
still looks fresh.

the pictures and all of the naked 
girls showed on the screen. 

-Michele Bravo, senior 

“When I was in the 6th 
grade it was my turn to run laps 
around the gym.  Once I was 
about to run, my friend snuck 
up behind me, he pants me, and 
I tripped.”    

 - Taha Hatab,  junior

“One day I was walking 
down the street with two girls.  
While we were walking I 
tripped on the broken sidewalk 
and I farted.” 

- Joel Vargas, junior
 
“One day when I was with 

the wrestling team they decided 
to put me in an arm bar and a 
leg lock and take off my clothes. 
Then Mr. Boyle walked in and 
it was pretty bad.”

- Emir De La Cruz,   
sophomore

“I was in my bathroom 
taking a picture of myself with 
my shirt off.  I didn’t realize the 
camera was recording. When I 
saw it was I shut it off. I forgot 
to delete the video so my twin 
found it and showed it to my 
friends.” 

- Nick Cornier, sophomore

“I was in second grade 
and we had to wear uniforms.  
I was told that the next day 

would be dress down day.  I 
was excited to try something 
different.  I thought dress down 
meant we had to wear our 
clothes backwards and inside 
out.  So the next day I went to 
school and mostly everyone 
was wearing regular clothes but 
their clothes weren’t inside out 
or backwards.  Then I realized 
that I was just supposed to wear 
regular clothes.  So for the 
whole day I wore my blouse, 
pants and socks inside out and 
backwards” 

- Pamela Abreu, freshman 

“I got rejected fi ve times 
in front of the class during a 
lesson.  When I went to ask out 
another girl, it turned out that 
she wasn’t interested in guys. 

- John Gamble, freshman

“I was at my bachelor party 
with my friends.  There was an 
attractive woman there dressed 
as a police offi cer who I began 
to dance with.  We started 
dancing very closely and I felt 
something unusual press up 
against me.  I quickly found out 
the woman I was dancing with 
was in fact a man.  So I pushed 
her away and tried to play off 
the fact I was just dancing with 
a guy.”                 

- Mr. Maloney

Features

by Rosa Marte

We asked some of our 
fellow students what they like 
best about Queens Voc.  Here 
are their answers:

Carolina Artiles
Senior

 I really like my major which 
is cosmetology.   I absolutely 
love it and enjoy every minute 
I’m in there.

Tanman Dey
Senior

I like the different majors 
that we can take.  I enjoy my 
major, which is electrical 
installation.

John Gamble 
Freshman

I like the classes we get, 
especially science.  I also like 
my shop which is graphic arts.

Kevin Vargas
 Junior

The people are really nice; 
I get along with a lot of people.  
I also enjoy my business class.

Vanessa Mejia
Senior

I like the trades.  I enjoy 
doing electrical installation 
work.  I like that we get 
certifi cations once we are 
done.

Eleazar Tapia
Freshman

I love cosmetology, its fun 
and I enjoy it, and I like that 
the people are friendly.

Brenda Vasquez
Freshman

I enjoy gym very much 
because I like playing sports, 
especially volleyball.

Andrew Labissiere
Junior

Electrical installation my 
shop class, Mr. Vega my shop 
teacher, and I like that he gets 
you in tune with the work and 
gives you responsibilities and 
goals to achieve.

Greamy Urena
Freshman

  I like the shops in the school.

Marissa Desimone
Junior

I love my major, 
cosmetology.  It is fun and 
I like it because I think it’s 
better than just sitting down in 
a class; we actually get to work 
hands-on.

Valon Brahimi
Freshman

 I like the fact that there’s 
a wrestling team.  Also, I like 
the different shops that we can 
pick from.

Cristhian Villamizar
Junior

I like the handball courts 
outside the school, because 
after a stressful day at school I 
go outside and play handball.

Joseph Peterson
Freshman

I like the graphic arts 
program, because I like how 
Mr. Garcia breaks down the 
work.

Luiny Monegro 
Freshman

     I like the different programs.  
As a freshman we don’t choose 
right away, we get to explore 
shops fi rst, and I like that.

Kevin Hernandez
Freshman

The baseball team, I am on 
it and I enjoy it, and I’m a team 
captain!  I also like the different 
programs.  Right now I have 
robotics and I like it.  

Michael Dowlatram
Senior

The good sports programs 
that are available for us.  I also 
like that the teachers are very 
encouraging and they want you 
to succeed in any career you 
choose. 

Cristofer Rodriguez 
Senior

 I like the environment 
of the school because it’s 
entertaining.

James Batista
Junior

I like the shop classes, 
because they give me the 
chance to work hands-on.

Stewart Cole
Senior

 I enjoy basketball.  I like the 
gym when it’s full-court.  I like 
some of the teachers and I also 
like my shop class, electrical 
installation.

Charles Hughes 
Freshman

I like having different shops 
to choose from.  I enjoy EI,   
because my teacher explains 
everything really well, and we 
learn a lot of new things.

Natalie Guanga
Sophomore

My shop class, because it’s 
the one class that I fi nd useful 
and unlike the other classes, I 
know I will use in my life.  I 
enjoy electrical installation, 
and it’s what I want to do in my 
life.

Julio Urgiles
Sophomore

The people in the school 
because they act mature,  and 
the programs because there’s a 
lot of hands on work.

Natalie Guanga
Sophomore

     My shop class, because 
it’s the one class that I fi nd 
useful and unlike the other 
classes, I know I will use in 
my life.  I enjoy electrical 
installation, and it’s what I want 
to do in my life.

How about you?

Andy: QV’s Picasso.
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by Louis Pacheco

The Queens Voc handball 
team fi nished in third place in 
their division, behind Aviation 
and Bryant high schools.  The 
Tigers fi nished with 6 wins and 
4 losses.  

The team qualifi ed for a 
play-in match, said Coach 

Maloney, but dropped that 4-1 
to Goldstein HS for Science.  
Had they won, the handball 
team would have been in the 
playoffs for the second year in 
a row.

  The Tigers beat Long Island 
City, 3-2 in their fi rst game of 
the season.  In their second 
game, they lost to Aviation, lost 
4-1.  They then shut out Arts 
and Business 5-0 in their third 
game, and defeated Newcomers 
by the same score in their fourth 
game of the season.  Game fi ve 
went to Bryant by a score of 
3-2, with Christopher Dasilva 
winning his singles match and 
Alejandro Obando and Ariel 
Obando winning the second 
doubles match.  The Tigers 
took game 6 defeating Long 
Island City 4 to 1.  In their 
seventh game of the season, 
Aviation defeated Queens 
Voc, 4-1, and then dropped 
their second straight, in their 

eight game, again to Bryant, 
4-1, with Jhovani Ramos the 
only one winning a match.  In 
their ninth game, Queens Voc 
defeated Arts and Business 4 to 
1, and the next day, the Tigers 
defeated Newcomers, 4-1 in 
their tenth and fi nal league 
game. 

“Ninety-fi ve percent of 
the team from last year played 
again this season,” said Mr. 
Maloney, which helped them 
win.  The players on the roster 
were: Juan Alzate, Christopher 
Dasilva, Alejandro Obando, 
Ariel Obando, Constantinos 
Papakostas, Pawel Pietraszko, 
Jhovani Ramos, Kelvin Rios, 
Andres Rodriguez, Julio 
Sempertequi Mr. Maloney said 
his team “stayed focused and 
represented Queens Vocational 
well.”  

Chris Dasliva, the captain 
of the handball team believed 
the team “was well prepared.  

We had great determination, 
were very well driven, and had 
high hopes.”  

The handball team practiced 
after school at Bush Park, 
located at Queens Boulevard 
and 61 Street.  Chris said the 
handball team practiced “on 
most days with good weather.  
Working around the weather 
was tough, but we had to work 
that much harder to make up for 
lost time.”      

“The team chemistry was 
good, there was constant 
communication, and we all 

Kelvin goes for the win.

Fundraising has become 
more than just a way 
to earn extra funds for 

sports teams, in Queens Voc 
it has become essential to 
effectively keep teams running, 
according to Mr. Lerro, the 
school’s athletic director.

“Team budgets have been 
tight because sports teams 
aren’t a priority of the school’s 
budget,” said Mr. Lerro.  
Queens Voc coaches have been 
told to fundraise to keep their 
teams running, he said.

Mr. Vega, the coordinator 
of student activities, said that 
“teams have been given less 
money this year,” and “due to 
the lack of money, they have 
not been able to afford a lot.  
The budget for all the teams 
put together was $3,500.”  SO 
plays a big role in providing 
each team money, he said, by 
supplementing the funds for 
purchases of equipment, such as 
helmets and bats for the softball 
and baseball teams, renting 
bowling lanes, and much more.  

Mr. Lerro said, “the school 
was promised about $2,000 this 
year by PSAL, yet received only 
$1,382.  Then, the money went 
unspent for months and fi nally 
“was used for other expenses.”  

To help cover team expenses 
next year, each student on a 
Queens Voc sports team will 
have to pay a $10 fee to help 
cover mandatory expenses,” 
he said.  Some student-athletes 
think that’s unfair.  “We pay 
for our own uniforms, jackets, 
duffl e bags, and even non-
league umpires, now they want 
us to pay to play on a team?” 
asked veteran baseball captain 
Armando Avila.  “Something 

is wrong.  It’s not that we’re 
broke.  Look at all the money 
the school spent this year.”

But Mr. Vega said that “This 
year we were especially short 
on money.”  He said that “Mr. 
Lerro and I spoke, and the only 
way to keep the teams going 
was for them to fundraise as 
much as possible.  Many teams 
helped by selling chocolate 
outside the school.” 

Mr. Garofano, who coaches 
the girls bowling team, said that 
“as far as bowling goes, we need 
to rent the bowling lanes and 
sometimes pay transportation 
for our far away games.  Each 
practice runs us $60-$70.  This 
year we went over our budget.  
We went two rounds deep in the 
playoffs and had to have extra 
practices, which helped increase 
our fi nal cost to $1,200.”  

Mr. Devaux, the coach of 
the girls’ varsity basketball team 
and the boys’ varsity bowling 
team, said that he really doesn’t 
get an exact amount to spend.  
According to Mr. Devaux, he put 
in a request for new basketballs 
to Mr. Alikakos and the SO but 
didn’t get a response.  The team 
this year didn’t need much else.  
The only expense the team 
had was new jerseys that the 
students paid for themselves.  
The jerseys cost $50-$60 each, 
according to the coach.  PSAL 
didn’t even provide for metro 
cards this year,” he added.   For 
the bowling team, Mr. Devaux, 
said “A season runs about $500; 
each practice is costs $60-$80, 

depending on how many people 
show up, and team t-shirts are 
about $10 each.  I feel that 
the teams should get more 
money because we have been 
producing well as a school.” 

Mr. Boyle coaches girls’ 
softball and girls’ volleyball.  
He said the expenses his 
volleyball team has are mainly 
volleyballs that cost $50 each.  
During the season, the team 
usually has to replace three or 
four balls and repair the nets.  
Team uniforms run about $30 
each, but the players pay for 
them themselves.  “A typical 
volleyball season runs about 
$200-$300.”  Mr. Boyle’s 
“typical softball season runs 
about $300.  This is really low 
compared to what we need,” he 
said.  “We also use this money 
to replace broken bats and for 
helmets and bases.  I use some 
of my teachers choice money to 
help pay for the softballs,” he 
said.  “We raise the extra money 
we need by having bake sales or 
by selling chocolate, depending 
on how much we need.  I feel 
the teams get underfunded and 
the priority should be raised,” 
said Mr. Boyle.  

Mr. Ali, who coaches the 
varsity soccer team, has his 
team sell chocolate outside 
the school, he said.  The main 
expenses the team has are 
jerseys and new soccer balls.  
“My budget is just about 
$250 for the season.  If I need 
more I get the students to sell 

chocolate,” he said.  The soccer 
team is now selling sweatshirts 
to help subsidize some 
expenses, such as shin guards, 
socks, and jerseys, the coach 
said.  The team expects to raise 
$250 this year according to Mr. 
Raushan co-coach.

Mr. Zambrotta, the varsity 
wrestling coach, said that after 
spending the initial $15,000 
grant the fi rst year the team 
started, “we have been very 
tight on money.  I ask for 
money every year but never 
receive any.”  The mat tape that 
holds the mats together fi nished 
halfway through the fi rst season, 
the coach said.  “We have been 
borrowing tape from other 
wrestling teams and reusing the 
tape.  As the supply of tape goes 
down, we’re unable to keep the 
mats together which increases 
the chance of injury.  

I feel the safety of the 
students is highly compromised 
due to the lack of money,” he 
said.  “Many people don’t realize 
how expensive wrestling is, we 
need $100 for medical supplies, 
$150 for mat tape, $75 for new 
gear, and $50 for laundry fees.”  
According to Mr. Zambrotta the 
team made about $400 through 
fundraising with the clothing 
order.  “We also recycle cans to 
make money” the coach added. 

Mr. Schimenz, who coaches 
the varsity baseball team, said 
his team’s budget is “usually 
$800-$1200 each year,” which 
covers the cost of baseballs, 
shin-guards, bats, and helmets. 

And the team raises a lot of 
that money.  The players pay 
for almost everything else, 
either through fundraising 
or by themselves. According 
to the coach, the team raised 
funds through a bake sale, and 
by selling tee-shirts, which the 
team members design each 
year.  The team raised about 
$500 in each of these activities.  
The team also sells Queens Voc 
Tigers wristbands.

Mr. Cintron, who coaches 
the boys’ junior varsity baseball 
team, said, “our main expenses 
are baseball bats, baseballs, 
medical equipment, and 
helmets.  This year we weren’t 
given a set amount of money, 
we were told to just fundraise 
as much as possible.  Last year 
our budget was $600, but it’s 
less this year.”

Mr. Maloney, the varsity 
basketball coach, said he “put 
in a request for new basketballs 
and uniforms and was told ‘not 
this year’ by Mr. Alikakos.”  
According to Mr. Maloney, the 
price for a complete uniform is 
$150 and a new ball is $60.

Mr. Daniel, who coaches 
the JV basketball team, said 
that “the team didn’t have 
any expenses.  We had all the 
jerseys and we had basketballs.  
We didn’t need much.”

“The teams have to split the 
budget sometimes irrationally; 
some teams get more slices out 
the pie than others,” said Mr. 
Vega.  “The 12 teams do an 
excellent job by individually 
fi nding ways to fundraise to 
supplement their expenses,” 
said Mr. Lerro “but ultimately 
the school should pay for these 
mandatory expenses.”

Tigers Handball Team 
Smacked Their Way To Third

Sports Teams Get Less as 
School Funding Increases

looked out for each other,” 
Chris said.    Chris tried to 
help his team play better by 
implementing different varieties 
of competition and consistent 
practice.  Further, said Chris, 
“our new uniforms got the team 
pumped to play at one hundred 
percent.”  Chris said he had 
hoped “to make it all the way 
to the championship with hard 
work, lots of practice, a strong 
mindset, and an even stronger 
determination.  Nevertheless, 
he said, “it was a good season 
for us and our coach.”

by Dilpreet Singh

Handball team all smiles after a good season.
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Senior Sports ProfilesSenior Sports Profiles
Michael Dowlatram

Team: Boys’ Varsity 
Basketball
Age: 17
Position: Guard/Forward
Years on team: 1

“His outside game was his 
best attribute.” 
                        - Mr. Maloney

“He has an amazing jump 
shot.” 
                    - Corbin Alridge

Fredrick Jah

Team: Boys’ Varsity 
Basketball
Age: 17
Position: Forward/Center
Years on team: 1

“He was tough as nails; he was 
a very physical player who 
was hardly ever intimidated.” 
                         - Mr. Maloney

“He’s a very aggressive 
player.” 
          - Dominique McClaney

Paola Hernandez

Team: Girls’ Varsity Softball
Age: 17
Position: Captain/Infi eld/
Outfi eld
Years on team: 4

“She’s an unselfi sh player 
who has been a good, hard-
working captain.”  
                              - Mr. Boyle

“Pookie is an amazing captain, 
she’s always dedicated to what 
she’s doing.” 
                - Elixandria Brienza

Francesca Bernabe

Team: Girls’ Varsity Softball
Age: 18
Position: Captain/Infi eld
Years on team: 4

“Great player, good team 
leader, and a very good 
baseball mind.”    
                              - Mr. Boyle

“Good second baseman; she 
acknowledges her mistakes 
and tires to learn from them.” 
                    - Remilekun Diaz

Vanessa Mejia

Team: Girls’ Varsity Softball
Age: 18
Position: Infi eld/Outfi eld
Years on team: 2

“All around good player and 
a good addition to the team.” 
                              - Mr.Boyle 

“She’s a good player who 
improved in the two years 
she’s been on the team.” 
                     - Katherin Arias

Emilee Rosa

Team: Girls’ Varsity Softball
Age: 17
Position: Infi eld/Outfi eld
Years on team: 2

“All around good player, who 
has a great average.” 
                             - Mr. Boyle 

“Emilee is very enthusiastic 
and energetic.” 
                  - Sabrina Spiecker

Christopher Desilva

Team: Boys’ Varsity Handball
Age: 17
Position: 1st Singles
Years on team: 2

“His work ethic made him an 
easy choice as 1st singles, this 
year he came back with more 
skills than the previous year.” 
                         - Mr. Maloney

“He’s a great captain and great 
player, as well as a very 
supportive teammate.” 
                 - Julio Sempertegui

Kelvin Rios

Team: Boys’ Varsity Handball
Age: 18
Position: 1st Doubles
Years on team: 3

“He knows the game well.  He 
could be a singles player if he 
put his mind to it.” 
                         - Mr. Maloney

“He is a good leader and a 
good player.”  
                 - Alejandro Obando

Andres Rodriguez

Team: Boys’ Varsity Handball
Age: 17
Position: 1st Doubles
Years on team: 1 

“He’s a solid fi rst-year player, 
who should be able to help his 
team succeed.”   
                         - Mr. Maloney

“He is a good team player and 
very supportive.” 
                   - Pawel Pietraszko

Ariel Obando

Team: Boys’ Varsity Handball
Age: 18
Position: Alternate
Years on team: 2

“I wish Ariel would put more 
emphasis on his handball 
skills instead of chasing girls; 
he should be a handball player 
instead of a player.” 
                        - Mr. Maloney

“He is very supportive and 
funny.” 
         - Constantin Papakostas

by Florencia Oviedo

Sports  Awards Dinner
Thurday, June 9th 

at Bruno’s in Jackson Heights
$28 per person.  See your coach or Mr. Lerro.
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     This is the fi nal installment 
of our coverage of Queens 
Voc scholar-athletes, those 
players who get good grades 
while playing interscholastic 
sports.  These students have 
maintained an average of 
85 or higher, making them 
eligible for the Honor Society.  

In the fall edition, we 
highlighted Armando Avila and 
Daniel Corona, varsity baseball 
captains, and Valeria Enea, 
Lawrence LeBeau, and Emilee 
Rosa.
    We asked the scholar- athletes 
how they have managed to be 
the best both on and off the 
fi eld.
1.What sport team are you in?
2.How do you manage to 
balance school work while 
playing the sports?
3.What is your transcript 
average?

Yanil Ortiz
1.‘Volleyball”
2.“As soon as I get home, I 
make sure to do my homework, 
I always put school fi rst.  My 
goal is to fi nish all four years of 
high school enrolled in the honor 

roll and that motivates me.”
3.“90.12”

Biaani Garcia 
1.“Volleyball”
2.“If I have any problems with 
school work I get help from my 
girls on the team.  They help 
me out because they’ve been 
through what I’m going through.  
Also I try not to go home too 
late so that I can do my work.”
3.“86.93”

Lisbeth Marmolejos
1.“Volleyball”
2.“I try to balance both, 
but of course school comes 
fi rst.  After any practice or 
any game, I go home and do 
my homework right away.”
3.“90.79”

Vanessa Obando
1.“Volleyball”
2.“I do my school work fi rst 
since that’s fi rst for me, and 
then I focus on the team since 
it’s an extracurricular activity.”
3.“88.44”

Jose Alvarez
1.“Baseball”
2.“After school I go to baseball 

QV Scholar Athletes

by Shiva Rampaul

“In terms of a growing 
year, we did well,” said Mr. 
Zambrotta, wrestling coach.

Playoffs began in the third 
week of February.  

The fi rst tournament was 
the Mayor’s Cup, which was 
held at the Harlem Armory in 
Manhattan.  In the Mayor’s 
Cup, all PSAL, private, and 
Catholic school wrestlers are 
invited to compete against one 
another.  “It is an opportunity 
for three separate leagues 
to compete against each 
other and fi nd the best of 
the best wrestlers,” said Mr. 
Zambrotta.

Participating in Varsity B 
at the Mayor’s Cup, Dilpreet 
Singh, took gold in the 189 

pound weight class, Michael 
Cintron, in the 125 pound 
weight class, and Javier Pasarin 
in the 145 pound weight class 
both took silver.  

Preparing for the 
tournament was not an easy 
task, said team Captain 
Dilpreet Singh.  He had to lose 
two pounds the day before the 
tournament to qualify for his 
division.  “I was practicing two 
moves that I knew I could do 
to anyone, and I got the moves 
down the day before.  They 
helped out a lot.”  Proud of his 
victory, Dilpreet said, “It felt so 
good because after two terrible 
seasons, winning felt great.”

The qualifying teams 
then prepared for the next 

tournament, the NYC PSAL 
team championships which 
took place at the Staten Island 
Petrides campus, but Queens 
Voc did not qualify.

After the city champion-
ships, individual wrestlers 
competed at the boroughs 
tournament.  The boroughs 
tournament was held at George 
Wingate Campus.  The top 
three wrestlers in each weight 
class advanced to compete in 
the city tournament.  Javier 
Pasarin in the 145 pound 
weight class and Tomas Duarte 
in the 112 pound weight class 
both advanced to the city 
tournament, though Tomas did 
not wrestle due to an injury 
at the tournament, according 

to Mr. Zambrotta.  Neither 
wrestler advanced to compete 
in the state tournament, 
fi nishing this season in March.

Post-Season Wrestling

by Janice Ramirez

The Queens Voc girls’ 
basketball team took fi rst place 

Girls Reach Third Round of Basketball Playoffs
in their division, with a 14 & 2 
record.  They then went three 
rounds into the playoffs, before 
their successful season ended.  
This was the third year in a row 
making it to the playoffs.

They started the playoff 
season at the Boys and Girls 
Club in Long Island City, on 
Feb. 17, defeating South Bronx 
Prepatory High School, 45 to 
18.  

They Lady Tigers then 
defeated High School for Law 
Enforcement & Public Safety 
in the second round, 63 to 40.  
“We played very well defense, 
which is one of the things 
were best at,” said team Coach 
Devaux.  

“Hopefully they take the 
lessons learned from this year 
and apply them during the off 
season and next year’s season.  
If that occurs, success is in our 
future,” Mr. Zambrotta said.

Wrestlers grapple with 6th place in their division.

The Queens Voc team lost 
in the third round to Manhattan 
Village Academy on March, 8, 
48 to 35.  “I didn’t really feel 

that we lost to a team that was 
better than us, we just weren’t 
playing to the best of our 
ability,” Mr. Devaux said.

Captain Julissa Ballesteros 
refl ected on the season with 
pride.  “I was very proud of 
our team.  We were family on 
and off the court; we knew 
each other’s strengths and 
weaknesses, and worked as 
a team to get through every 
game.  I was happy to have a 
team that worked hard and did 
their best in every game we all 
work really hard to get where 
we are and our coach gives us 
motivation.”

This year’s team consisted 
of Dorothy Bailey, Eliana 

practice, and then I take care 
of my school work.  During 
my free periods I go over 
my notes so that I can be 
prepared the next day.  I also 
try to do my homework to 
have free time for baseball.”
3.“85.23”

Florencia Oviedo
1.“Bowling”
2.“I stay up late to do my 
homework.  I also try to do 
all my homework on time, 
and not leave anything for 
last time.  During my free 
time I study in order to be 
prepared for any tests.”
3.“90.35”

Kevin Sasuman
1.“Basketball”
2.“I do what I have to do.  
School comes fi rst and 
then I focus on basketball.”
3.“84.96”

Dilpreet Singh
1.“Wrestling”
2.“Our coach ‘Z’ [Mr. Zambrotta] 
tells us to take care of school 
fi rst and then wrestle, and that’s 
exactly what I do.  He sets a 

good example for the team.”
3.“88.77”

Ken Zou
1.”Wrestling”
2.“I make up all the work I’ve 
missed to keep my grades up.”
3.“86.00”

Priscilla Delgado
1.“Bowling”
2.“When I’m bowling 
it’s all about bowling, but 
when it’s time for school 
work, that’s all I focus on.”
3.“90.40”

Katherin Arias
1.“Bowling and softball”
2.“I prioritize my school work 
when I have a lot of home works 
and projects.  When I don’t 
have a lot of work, I concentrate 
on the sports, and make sure 
I do the school work after.”
3.“90.56”

Christopher Perez
1.“Bowling”
2.“After school, I focus on 
bowling.  Once I get home 
it’s all about school work.  
I make up any missing 
work and make sure to be 

prepared for the days ahead.”
3.“89.28”

Al Sayed Amin
1.“JV basketball”
2.“Afterschool I focus on 
basketball, and then when I 
get home I do all my work.”
3.“90.09”

Jorge Calderon
1.“Soccer”
2.“To balance school work 
and being on a team, I control 
my time, keeping in mind my 
due dates and making sure I 
hand in all my work.  After 
school I go to practice, and
once home I do all my 
homework and study for 
any upcoming tests.”
3.“86.03”

Muhammad Islam Allie
1.“Wrestling”
2.“For me, my school work 
comes fi rst.  In order to be on 
the team I have to do well in 
school, so I try my best to get 
good grades so that I can stay 
on the team.  I am also careful 
about deadlines.  Lastly, I 
do my homework and study 
before I focus on wrestling.”
3.“86.73”

Moronta, Elixandria Brienza, 
Julissa Ballesteros, Kelly 
Ramirez, Marva Jones, Michelle 
Rojas, Monica Puspasari, 
Shakirra Smith, and Steffi  
Garcia.  Marva Jones, Shakirra 
Smith, and Julissa Ballesteros 
were the team captains.

Co-captain Shakirra Smith 
is “excited” for next year’s 
season and hopes “to make it to 
the fourth round next year.”

Four out of fi ve of the 
basketball team starters are 
coming back next year, Mr. 
Devaux said. “Next year, we 
should do even better because 
girls from this year will step 
up and we will also add new, 
talented girls,” he said.Coach Devaux instructs and encourages his team.



 

by Kevin Sasuman

The Lady Tigers struggled to make the playoffs, but a late season 
slump in which they dropped six in a row, dropped the Lady Tigers into 
fi fth in their division standings, with a 7 and 10 record.

The team was in some disarray after they lost three of their players, 
Elixandra Brienza, Sabrina Spiecker, and Julissa Ballesteros.  Julissa 
suffered a season ending injury, and Elixandra and Sabrina quit the team.       

The team was led by Mr. Boyle, the veteran coach, captains Paola 
Hernandez and Francesca Duarte, and Co-captain, Tina Marie Callanan.  
According to Coach Boyle the title of captain and co-captain are given out 
to returning veteran players that have shown leadership capabilities.  

In a recent game against Frank Sinatra, The Lady Tigers were blown 
out, 13-1.  The game was ended in the fourth 
inning because of the PSAL mercy rule.  “We 
lost our focus.  I know we could have made the 
playoffs but we needed to stop slacking,” said 
Paola.

The team practiced in the school gym and 
at Big Bush Field located between 61st and 
64th streets off Queens Boulevard.  In addition 
to their league games, The Lady Tigers were 
scheduled to play fi ve scrimmages.  On days that 
they didn’t have scheduled games, according to 
Coach Boyle, the team practiced indoors if the 
weather was too bad to practice on the fi eld.  The 
team worked on throwing, hitting, and catching.  
“I did see some positive results from all the time 
we spent practicing,” said Cindy Collado.  

“I had a lot of returning players from last 
year,” said Coach Boyle.  Even after this season 

is over, most of the team will be retained for one more season with twelve juniors 
and eight sophomores. “The younger players will improve for the following 
seasons,” the coach said.  

“I’m excited to play with the girls because I get to know them and they teach 
me about the game,” said Estefania Villegas, one of the two freshmen on the 
team.

The players on the team are: Katherin Arias, Dorothy Bailey, Julissa Ballesteros, 
Kimani Brown, Cindy Collado, Ashley Deaza, Kiara Delarosa, Remilekun Diaz, 
Estefani Flores, Heather Gonyon, Daniela Heredia, Jacqueline Jimenez, Vanessa 
Mejia, Fitore Morina, Eliana Moronta, Nicole Osorio, Zuleyman Pena, Nichole 
Perez, Lucy Ramirez, Jennifer Rojas, Emilee Rosa, Kimberly Sanay, Shakirra 
Smith and, Estefania Villegas.

Last year the Lady Tigers went 10 - 5 and made the playoffs.  The Lady Tigers 
lost their fi rst playoff game last year, ending their season.  The team tied for fi rst 
in the division. With ten wins and fi ve losses, the number one spot was shared 
with Long Island City High School and Frank Sinatra last season, according to the 
Public Schools Athletic League.  

by Janice Ramirez

The Queens Voc Tigers varsity baseball is 10 & 4 and 
in second place in their division.  The team has had a busy 
season that included many games and activities, and a trip 
to Cooperstown and the baseball Hall of Fame.  The team 
will also be going to the playoffs, which begin on May 26.  

“This is the tenth year in a row that the varsity baseball 
team has made the playoffs,” said the coach, Mr. Schimenz

The team opened their offi cial season against Arts and 
Business, the team that eliminated them from the playoffs 
last year. “We really wanted to beat them to start our season 
off strong,” said four-year veteran Larry LeBeau.  The Tigers 

were up 7-0, but in the sixth inning Arts and 
Business tied the game.  In the bottom of the 
sixth Henry Alvarez doubled and later scored 
on a wild pitch giving the Tigers the lead.  
Larry LeBeau came in as a relief pitcher and 
closed out the game in the bottom of the 7th, 
giving the Tigers their fi rst win of the season.

It’s been that kind of season, said the coach, 
who believes the team could fi nish strong.  “We 
had the potential to win the division, but took 
a loss or two that we shouldn’t have.  “We’ve 
had bad moments and good moments, but the 
bad moments have been closer to the end of 
the season,” said the coach, Mr. Schimenz.

To help fund their activities, the 
team has had to raise a lot of money.  On 
Wednesday, April, 13, they had a bake sale, 
which raised $400.  “We were very happy 
with the amount of money we raised,” said four-year Captain Armando Avila.  

One week later, during spring break, the team had their fi rst-ever trip to 
Cooperstown, where they visited the Baseball 
Hall of Fame and played two games against, 
Hutchinson Technical High School, a school 
from Buffalo.  “It was a nice trip, a lot of effort 
went into it, a lot of coordination, and it took 
a lot of work to make this trip possible,” said 
the coach.  The coach said that the team, with 
the help of Mr. Vega, raised all of the money—
nearly $4,000—to pay for the trip themselves.  

“While the trip was a big effort, it 
brought the team closer and helped them 
be more united,” said Bryant Cartagena, 
a junior in his second year on the team.  

The coach also saw the trip as a tribute to 
Armando, the fi rst four-year captain the team has 
ever had.  “Mando has sacrifi ced a lot.  He’s missed 
out on a lot.  He’s been a leader, but the leadership 

baseball captains show often goes unrecognized and unrewarded,” said the coach.
For his part, Armando is still focused on the season and what needs 

to be done.  “Even though it’s my last year I try not to focus on that.  So 
far it’s been fun and exciting.  I feel that we could always work harder, 
and there are times when we really need to come together,” he said.  

Leading the team with Armando has been junior and three-year captain 
Daniel Corona.  “So far, it’s been a good season, and I’m happy with our 
performance,” Daniel said.  Also there to help is freshman Kevin Hernandez.  
“I wasn’t expecting to be captain my fi rst year on the baseball team, but I 
feel really good about it.  As a captain, I hope we can improve and show 
more heart and dedication to the team,” said Captain Kevin Hernandez. 

The team members this year are Henry Alvarez, Jose Alvarez, Armando 
Avila, Jose Cabrera, Bryant Cartagena, Andy Collado, Daniel Corona, 
Luis Gonzales, Daniel Henao, Kevin Hernandez, Lawrence LeBeau, Jose 
Monegro, Luiny Monegro, Radison Moronta, Diony Perez, Jarvis Perez, 
Jason Perez, Carlos Rodriguez, Nathaniel Rodriguez, Adonis Rosario, 
Gary Santos, Brandon Taveras, Joseph Taveras, and Cristian Trujillo.

Baseball Team Makes 
Playoffs for the Tenth 

Year in a Row!

Softball Starts 
Strong, But Slumps 

in the End

Coach Boyle giving “props” to his team after a well-played game.

Tigers Sports Continued Inside

Larry has a golden arm.

Armando sets to steal 2nd.

Eliana at bat, ready to help.
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