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The 

Treatonian 

Our Principal’s Message 

Dear ParentsGuardians: 
 I would like to share with you 
the following letter I received from In-
dia Cowart, a parent of two Robert 
Treat Academy 
students.  I have 
had the pleasure 
of knowing Ms. 
Cowart since her 
eldest daughter 
Asia entered the 
Academy in 2003.  
Her words are a 
powerful expres-
sion of our Mission 
Statement; stu-
dents, parents, staff, and community 
all play critical roles in the Academy, a 
total involvement institution. 
 As an update to Ms. Cowart’s 
letter, she wanted me to share with 
you that her daughter was accepted 
for admission to Newark Academy in 
Livingston, New Jersey on a full schol-
arship.  Attending Newark Academy 
has been Ms. Cowart’s dream for Asia 
since she was a little girl.  Asia refers 
to Newark Academy as her “dream 
school”. 
 Asia’s success at the Academy 
and her acceptance to Newark Acade-
my is testimony to what can happen 
when all entities live up to the respon-

sibilities of their respec-
tive roles.  Asia’s success 
and Ms. Cowart’s involve-
ment in her daughter’s 
education is not unique.  
It has been played out 
countless times at the 
Academy, thanks to the 
efforts of our students and 
parents.  
 Ms. Cowart’s let-
ter appears on page 2. 
   
  Sincerely, 
 
  
             
 
  Principal 
    
     

Student 
Rm./ 

Activity 
Adrian Mejia 104 

Yaskary 
Rodriguez 107 

Ashley Cordero 201 
Darren 

Hernandez 202 
Shelsea 

Alcantara 203 

Emir Akdogan 204 
Logan Figueroa  205 

Christopher 
Crespo 206 

Alana Garcia 207 
Tatiana Valentin 208 
Nayale Quimis  210 
Joseph Alvarez 301 
Matthew Perez 302 

Calvin Mott 303 
Genesis 

Chalmers  304 

Khalil Stallings 306 
Jasmine Santiago 308 

Matthias Salas  310 
Damaris Lugo Art 

Pedro Reyes Music 

Jacob Quiles  
Physical 

Ed. 
Emiliana 
Geronimo  Science 

  
  

Student Rm./
Activity 

Sariah Richardson 12 

Nazir McGuire 13 

Gabrielle Jimenez 14 

Johann 15 

Jordan Jones Music 

Nyla Gilliam Physical 
Ed. 

Amaris Tech. 
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March 1, 2012 
It all began at the North Ward Center’s Pre-School for my daughter Asia Moore.  It seems 
like yesterday as I reminisce about her last 9 years at the Robert Treat Academy.  I tell this 
story often to my family and friends when they ask how did I get Asia into RTA. 

Well, like most parents, I had her life planned while she was still in the womb wreaking hav-
oc on my physique.  I had what high school and college she would attend, but I didn’t have 
an Elementary School.  I remember, while she was at the North Ward Center’s Pre-School, 
passing this brand new school every day, thinking, “Wow! That is a beautiful school.”  When 
it came close to Asia’s last term at the NWC’s Preschool I asked her teacher Ms. Maria how I 
could apply for the school down the street.  Ms. Maria told me I had to go to the school and 
give them my name and attend three meetings to be placed in a lottery. 

The next day I was in the RTA main office where I met Ms. Jessie.  I received all of my infor-
mation and attended all of the necessary meetings.  At the last meeting I was told the date 
of the lottery.  For some reason I can’t remember, I was not able to attend but Ms. Jessie 
told me not to worry, my attendance was not mandatory.  She told me I would receive a let-
ter telling me whether I was picked and when I had to come into the school with Asia. 

Well, time had passed and I called, if not every day, then every other day.  I called so much 
Ms. Jessie knew my voice and we were on a first name basis.   

Finally on my birthday 2003 the mailman left “the letter”.  All I needed to see was the return 
address.  Before opening the letter I said a prayer to God begging that her name was 
drawn.  Well, as you can see she was chosen.  When I opened the letter and I saw her name 
was drawn, I opened my front door and started screaming, “She got in to Robert Treat 
Academy”.  My neighbors were looking at me like I was crazy.  When I started explaining to 
them why I was so excited I realized I was outside in my pajamas with no slippers on, but I 
didn’t care. 

That was 9 years ago, and now what used to be my baby girl is now a wonderful young la-
dy.  Time has flown by.  Now, as her last year at RTA is coming to an end, it is bitter sweet.  
But her father and I are truly grateful for the values RTA had instilled in our Daughter.  We 
are appreciative to every teacher, teacher assistant, the custodial staff, security, office staff 
and high school placement staff.  Without you all her academic journey would not have been 
such a pleasure.  To Ms. Adubato and Mr. Trillo there are no words to express our gratitude 
for all that you two have done.  To Mr. Pallante, thanks for your years of “Work hard, be the 
best that you can be, be kind to one another, and make good choices” and guidance.  Last, 
but not least, Mr. Steve Adubato for making it all possible.  Thanks for loving our children 
enough to give them opportunities most would not have experienced and an education that 
will follow them for a lifetime.                                                             

        Ms. India Cowart  



Did You Watch the Grammies? 

Page 3 

Submitted by Ms. Heinlein-Wood, Supervisor 

CONGRATULATIONS Mr. Viñas!!!   
 One of our very own music teachers --- Mike Viñas --won a 
Grammy for Best Salsa Album for 2011.  Mr. Viñas played bass 
guitar for  Panamanian singer/songwriter Ruben Blades and his 
orchestra Seis del Solar.   The album that won is named “Ruben 
Blades – Sin Tu Carino (Without Your Affection)”. 

Pictured with Mr. Viñas are three of his students:  Jenilee Jaques, 
Nayale Quimis and Raquel Rodriguez 

 

Spring is in the air! 



Room 12-C 
Catherine Esteves 
Aaliyah Isahawk 

Aria Watson 
 

Room 14-C 
Carlos Martinez 
Genesis Billups 

Nyla Gilliam 
 

Room 15-C 
Amaris Hernandez 

 
Room 104 
Lenin Cruz 

Jaylin Lugardo 
Angelica Maury 

Nicholas Scott-Hearn 
 

Room 107 
Nicholas Ayala 
Jenilee Jaquez 

Katherine Ramos 
 

Room 304 
Rafael Cruz 

Izabelle Herrera 
Kylee Lopez 

Madison Serrano 
 

Room 306 
Destiny Maury 

Dru Strand 
 

Room 308 
Danielle Alcantara 

Brandon Hernandez 
Angela Lagonigro 
Sara Rodriguez 

 
Room 310 

Adriana Perez 
Maylynn Rodriguez 

Academic Achievements-Cycle III 

Honor Roll 
Room 12-C 

Hanaan Adenaike 
A’Nyla Botts 

Raven Burwell 
Moises Castillo 

Jamoni Ellis 
Elizabeth Esteves 
Gabriela Hueting 

Regina Inweh 
Jordan Jones 

Nigel McSween 
Sariah Richardson 

Mark Yancey 
Gael Zambrana 
Liana Zempare 

 
Room 13-C 

Hayat Bembry 
Linai Blackmon 

Room 107 
Matthew Aquino 
Isaiah Corchado 

Kaylah Lee 
Christian Molina 
Edwin Ramirez 

Yaskary Rodriguez 
Josue Solorzano-

Pichardo 
Maurice Ware 

 
Room 201 

Stephanie Calle-
Sanchez 

Joselyn Castaing 
Lesley Cevallos 
Ashley Cordero 
Jailene Guzman 
Avani Jimenez 

Asia Moore 
Henry Negron 

Katelynn Rodriguez 
Briana Martinez  

 
Room 201 

Sophia Figueroa 
 

Room 202 
Emely Gomez 

 
Room 203 

Amelie Bobadilla 
Ebony Marshall 

Noel Rios 
Laura Shipman 

 
Room 204 
Dorothy He 

Aryanna Mercado 
 

Room 205 
Indira Douglas 

Nicholas Carrero 
Amari Charles 

Alejandro Toledo-
Navarro 

 
Room 207 

Tiana Barkley 
Giancarlo Calle 
Jayshawn Fuller 

Alana Garcia 
Maria Montero 

McAfee Sheehan 
 

Room 208 
John Martinez 

 
Room 210 

Emiliana Geronimo 
Jordan Hubbard 

Jibril Shumate-
Edwards 

 
Room 15-C 

Johann Jimenez 
Sevillano 

Nilsa Ramos 
Isis Pabon 

Camila Zambrana 
 

Room 104 
Angelee Caraballo 

Ashley Pena 
Kiara Rodriguez 

Raquel Rodriguez 
Tara Rojas-Scott 

Pedro Santos 
Enmanuel Thomas-

Guerrero 

Lucas Bustamante 
Chukwuemeka Ezeonu 

Kiyara Goodson 
Skylar Motley 
Sanaa Murp 

Osaruonamen    
           Okwudishu 

 
Room 14-C 

Jospeh Amado 
Gabriely Acosts 

Jamie Horne 
Elisania Lugo Peralta 

Brianna Morales 
Joshua Negron 

Osayonamen             
      Notemwanta 

Mia Smith 

Principal’s List 



Honor Roll (continued) 
Julissa Marcano 
Juan Miranda 

 
Room 202 

Michael Caceres 
Joceline Cosme 

Jordan Geronimo 
Kyla Greene 
Tyrone Lee 

Gabriela Montero 
Caleb Moten 

Narena Nerahoo 
Mia Perez 

Leah Ramos 
Meya Salas 

Balthazar Sheehan 
Torrian Smith 
Camille Strand 

 
Room 203 

Julianna Rivera 
Kendra Harrell 
Robert Abril 
Gabriela Celi 
David Cueva 
Magin Melgar 
Peter Reyes 

Janelle Rosario 
Reina Villaronga 

 
Room 204 

Emir Akdogan 
Isaiah Aldea 

Javon Anderson 
Jessie Bernardo 
Veronica Blair 

Desiree Calderon 
Steven Caraballo 
Raphael Castillo 
Nadine Ferrer 

Diego Gonzalez 
Daniel Guzman 

Brittney Martinez 
Tatiana Nazario 
Justin Rodriguez 
Kayla Romero 

Lauren Pannullo  

Room 205 
Emily Acosta 
Briana Berrios 

Raymond Alvarez-
Adorno 

Francisco Perez 
Sebastian Santiago 

Eric Showers 
Michael Torres 

 
Room 206 

A’mya Braswell 
Brittany Cardona 

Christopher Crespo 
Ashley Figueroa 

Jorge Padilla 
Justin Negron 

 
Room 207 

Marc Balacuit 
David Chaparro 

Justin Cruz 
Vanessa Goez 

Liza Grier 
Giovan Guanill 

Joel Ramos 
Rocio Uzeta 

Lamara White 
Lyandro Zunga 

 
Room 208 

Brianna Hawley 
Micah Rivas 
Amber Rua 

Adrian White 
Manuel Arocho 
Elisha Godbold 
Henry Suchite-

Rodriguez 
 

Room 210 
Freddy Ballester 

Angel Bruno 
Ciara Cohen 

Gabriella Cruz 
Ruby D’Oleo 

Gioncarlo Leon 

Bryana Martinez 
Nasir Martinez 
Ashley Medina 
Rameses Minus 
Nayale Quimis 

Justin Rosa 
Monica Soto 

Brianna Terrero 
 

Room 301 
Samantha Castaing 

Mithayus Diaz 
Solmarie Rodriguez 

Joseph Alvarez 
Lisbeth Torres 

Ciara Latchman 
Ashley Valentin 

Jim Quishpe Cevallos 
Jibrael Martinez 

Alex Roman 
Sebastian Vega 
Aysha Penafiel 
Erica Jimenez 

 
Room 302 
Kyla Butler 

Elijah Douglas 
Massa Godbold 
Sara Gonzalez 
Amour Henry 

Melissa Martinez-
Molina 

Devin Narvaez 
Emily Padilla 

Franchesca Perez 
Alexia Pisano 
Riayan Reyes 

Marcus Santiago 
 

Room 303 
Nicole Asenso-Boakye 

Veronica Cales 
Jack Cumbicus 

Owen Kelly 
Yaelina Lambertus 

Antonio Lance 
Alianna Maduro 

Calvin Mott 
Matthew Padilla 

Khaelyn Robinson 
E'meel Thomas-Baker 

Jasmin Velez 
Mikaylah Ware 

 
Room 304 

Genesis Chalmers 
Jaron Afuola-
Concepcion 

Justin Guaman 
Joshua Lopez 

Rosemary Lopez 
Evelyn Martinez 
Carlos Paladines 

Nuri Raheem 
Jolie Richards 
Milanis Rivas 

Kamara Robinson 
 

Room 306 
Jordan Alix 

Akira Bernardino 
Zariah Middleton 

Ciara Morales 
Jacob Rosario 
Symya Smith 
Alex Solano 

Khalil Stallings 
Yariel Zuniga 

 
Room 308 

Destiny Cruz 
Isaiah Ramos 

Ronnie Rodriguez 
Jeami Solano 
Brandi Turner 

Camila Zamora 
 

Room 310 
Krystral Narvaez 
Natasha Leines 
Jailynn Martins 

Zashenka Molina 
Amanada Roman 

Jason Rosado 
Elizabeth Ramos 
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March Students of the Month 

Above-L. to R. ; 
 

Row 1- 
Jordan Jones  

 
Nazir McGuire 

 
Row 2- 

Nyla Gilliam 
 

Amaris Hernandez 
 

Johann Jimenez 
Sevillano 

 
Sariah Richardson  

 
Gabrielle Jimenez 

Right-L. to R.: 

Khalil Stallings 

Genesis Chalmers 



 L. to R., Bottom to Top: 
 
Row 1-Shelsea Alcantara, Matthew Perez, Jacob Quiles, Matthias Salas, 
Jasmine Santiago and Ashley Cordero 
 
Row 2-Calvin Mott, Adrian Mejia, Emiliana Geronimo, Pedro Reyes and 
Joseph Alvarez 
 
Row 3-Yaskary Rodriguez, Christopher Crespo, Emir Akdogan, Darren 
Hernandez and Nayale Quimis 
 
Row 4-Damaris Lugo, Logan Figueroa, Alana Garcia and Tatiana Valentin  
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Submitted by Mr. Trillo, Vice Principal 
 March 10th can’t get here soon enough!!!  I 
know how patiently students and parents have 
been waiting for the decisions from private day and 
boarding schools to arrive in their mailboxes.  I 
would like to remind parents and students to please 
bring in all paperwork that is mailed or emailed and 
give it to the high school placement staff so we can 
all make an informed and wise decision together.  
Ms. Heinlein has been calling parents to make ap-
pointments to speak about final high school deci-
sions.  We always hope that all the news is good, 
but inevitably some of the news is less than per-
fect.  If the experience does not play out the way 
we had envisioned it we are here to make sure 
every Robert Treat Academy graduate has a good 
high school to attend.  That being said, it is criti-
cally important for all 8th grade parents to 
clearly inform us of their high school decision 
so that we may continue to help you and offer 
guidance.   
 To help take your minds off the impending 
independent school decisions I thought it might be 
nice to share some good news with our 8th grade 
parents.  As you may or may not know the Office of 
High School Placement, besides overseeing the 

Central Connection 
Submitted by Mr. Parada, Central Campus 

TA and Physical Education Teacher 
 A key ingredi-
ent in the school’s 
recipe for success is 
being kind to each 
other.  We encourage 
this on a daily basis 
as a reminder that it 
is important to be re-
spectful and caring.  
In the upcoming 
months, we will be 
acknowledging kind 
acts with “Caught Be-
ing Kind” certificates 
as well as leaves on 
our “Kindness Tree.”  

When a student is caught being kind, they will have 
the opportunity to write their name on a leaf and 
add it to our 13 ft. tall tree displayed on the wall of 
our center stairway.   

On March 2nd, we celebrated the birthday of 

Dr. Seuss with some green eggs and ham.  Stu-
dents in all four grades made hats that resemble 
his “Cat in the Hat” and wore them as we gathered 
for a mid-morning breakfast.  During this activity, 
teachers and students read a few of the beloved 
children’s author’s more popular books.  Activities 
such as this are excellent ways to bring excitement 
to reading and encourage children to keep reading 
365 days a year. 

Earlier in the month, we conducted the 3rd 
cycle Parent Teacher Conferences.  These confer-
ences continue to act as a platform in making a 
long lasting bond that contributes to the academic 
success of each child.   As a critical component to 
the success of our school, we will continue to com-
municate with you and use these opportunities as 
a stepping stone to foster improvement in all of 
our students. 

High School Placement News 
placement process 
and the coordination 
of alumni, is also in 
charge of making all 
of the arrangements 
for the 8th grade 
graduation.  This 
year will be a little 
different from years 
past.  The “Prom” or 
8th grade semi- for-
mal will be held on 
Tuesday, June 26th 
from 6 to 9 pm.  In 
the past this event 
was held at The 
Chandelier in Belleville.  This year however, we 
have managed to switch venues to the more ele-
gant Nanina’s in the Park in Belleville.  We feel it 
is a nicer place to hold the celebration and are 
very happy with the pick-up and drop off arrange-
ment which is much safer than at the previous 
location.  More news about the festivities in June 
will be sent home shortly, but I thought we could 
all use some good news right now!!! 



Get Lucky on the NJ ASK This Year! 
Submitted by the Sixth Grade Team 

6th Grade Provides Helpful Hints for 
Passing the NJ ASK 

 Fresh from studying poetry in conjunction 
with a unit on Explanatory Writing, the 6th grade is 
beginning a unit on Irish myths, legends, and fairy 
tales in order to better their Speculative Writing 
skills. However, before they even begin to examine 
Irish lore this March, they decided to create their 
own “Pots of Gold” for the second floor hallway. 
Like most pots at the end of the rainbow, these 
creations are full of treasure; not money,  but tips 
for passing the NJ ASK. 

 Students 
created their very 
own pot of gold, 
with a hidden tip 
for the NJ ASK in-
side. Both bulletin 
boards are deco-
rated with these 
creative projects, 
with Ms. Roemer 
and Ms. Hernan-
dez’s board offer-
ing Math tips and 
Ms. Moje and Mr. 
Feinstein’s board 

offering Literacy tips. Students had a choice of 
which kind of tip they wanted to write, and had to 
try to be as specific as possible. 
 “This is really helpful for all of us,” said 
A’mya Braswell, a 6th grade student in room 206. 
“We can look at each other’s advice and try to re-
member these tips when we take the test.”  “I think 
it will help the whole school,” said JaVon Anderson. 
“The third grade classroom is right across the hall 
and this is their first time taking the test. I hope our 
advice helps them.”  
 Eye catching, creative, and well thought out, 
these decorative boards are sure to lead to success 
on the test this year. Here are a few tips from vari-
ous 6th graders. 
Be sure to annotate the prompt before writing. 
When you are doing word problems, make 
sure you annotate them. 
Read the questions before you read the read-
ing passage. 
Skip math problems you don’t know and go 
back to them later. 
Watch the timing; make sure you are working 
in a timely fashion. 
 The sixth grade teachers are proud of the 
students’ efforts and are confident that each 6th 
grader will implement these ideas during test taking 
days this spring. 

World War II 
Submitted by the Seventh Grade Team 

 The Seventh Grade students are currently 
studying World War II from two perspectives--one 
in a sequential manner of the major events as they 
occurred, and the other from the point of view of a 
Holocaust survivor. In the 7th Grade Social Studies 
classes, the students are examining how and why 
Adolf Hitler and the Nazis came to power in Europe, 
the expansion of Japan in the Pacific region, the 
major events and battles that occurred throughout 
the course of the war, and the major effects that 
resulted from the outcome of World War II.  In the 
7th Grade Literacy classes, the students are read-
ing and analyzing the story of Elie Wiesel, a man 
who experienced the Holocaust firsthand and sur-
vived, but lost his family in the process. Through 
both classes, the students are gaining a very in-
depth understanding of the time period, realizing 
that the Holocaust was PART OF World War II, not 
independent of it, and drawing their own conclu-
sions about the impact of this time period on the 
world. They are becoming experts on this period, 
and they should as this is one of the most im-

portant events in both American and world history.  

 
 

Escorted by American soldiers, child 
survivors of Buchenwald file out of the 

main gate of the camp.  



Inclement Weather School Closing! 

Whenever it is necessary to close school due to weather conditions which 
may develop during evening hours, an announcement will be made on the 
Robert Treat Academy Website.  Go to the Robert Treat Academy 
homepage at www.roberttreatacademy.org.  
You may also check the following television stations between 7:00 a.m. 
and 9:00 a.m. 
CHANNEL 2 WCBS NEWS  
OR LOG ON TO http://wcbstv.com/schoolclosings 
 
CHANNEL 4 WNBC NEWS  
OR LOG ON TO http://www.nbcnewyork.com/weather/school-
closings/ 
 
CHANNEL 5 FOX NEWS  
OR LOG ON TO http://www.myfoxny.com/subindex/weather/
closings 
 
CHANNEL 12 NEW JERSEY 
OR LOG ON TO www.new12.com  (Cablevision customers) 
 

Please use the resources listed above to watch for school closing announcements. 

 

CALLS SHOULD NOT BE MADE TO THE ACADEMY.   

. News from the North Campus Music Rooms 
Submitted by Ms. Corey, North Campus 

Music Teacher 
 Music theory is 
hard work - but noth-
ing that the sixth, sev-
enth, and eighth grade 
students cannot han-
dle! Before March, all 
sixth grade students 
will be able to play the 
accompaniment to 

“Heart and Soul” on the piano. Meanwhile, seventh 

and eighth grade students will have the knowledge 
to perform a wide variety of songs on the guitar – 
from “Rolling in the 
Deep” by Adele, to “Good 
Riddance” by Green Day! 
Now that we have re-
turned to the Pavilion, we 
will put into action the 
recipe for music success 
– practice, practice, prac-
tice! 



Submitted by the Central Campus 
Third Grade Team  

 The third graders in RTA Central’s Computer 
Club are learning something completely new– Pow-
erPoint!  They are catching on very quickly, too!  As 
their first PowerPoint project, students had to have 
at least four slides describing themselves and their 
families.  The first slide had to be a title slide.  Then 
students inserted a slide titled “All About Me,” “All 
About My Family,” and “All About My Favorites.”   
As they started their project, they chose a design.  
They enjoyed picking out from a multitude of colors 
and styles.  Their project also had to include bullet-
pointed details on each page.  After they typed out 
the details, they used pictures from Microsoft Clip 
Art and Google Images to enhance it and create a 

Third Graders are Proud of their PowerPoints! 
more visual project.  Students 
were reminded that pictures are 
powerful tools as most people 
are more likely to remember im-
ages than words on a screen.  To 
make their images and words 
stand out, students learned how 
to animate them.  This was fun for students as 
they realized they could have words and pictures 
enter or exit the slide in an exciting way.  As fin-
ishing touches to their PowerPoint projects, stu-
dents placed borders on all their pictures.  The 
third grade students are looking forward to sharing 
their PowerPoint projects with the rest of the 
school during morning announcements.   

Fifth Graders Investigate What an Owl Eats 
Submitted by the Fifth Grade Team  

 Do you know what an owl eats? The fifth graders recently investigated the answer to that ques-
tion in our Science Lab.  They predicted, observed, recorded, and made inferences regarding their find-
ings of the contents of owl pellets. They discovered that owls are predators that are important for keep-
ing balance in their ecosystem. Students were excited and engaged in the learning process, and are ea-
ger to return to the Lab to learn more science! 

L. to R.:  Yamisha Braconiel and Erisdania 
Martinez 

L. to R.:  Francisco Perez and Tatiana 
Rodrigues 
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Parent Council Meeting Attendance 
Central and North Campuses 

HOMEROOM AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.  JAN. FEB. MAR. 

301 84% 76% p 36% 64% 68% 56% p 
303 96% 76% a 60% 56% 48% 76% a 
308 84% 89% r 65% 62% 69% 69% r 
310 88% 96% e 65% 66% 64% 72% e 
304 100% 76% n 76% 56% 35% 73% n 
306 83% 79% t 52% 63% 48% 70% t 
302 88% 77%  60% 77% 50% 65%  
203 96% 73% C 60% 73% 65% 56% C 
201 92% 72% o 52% 64% 48% 64% o 
202 83% 79% n 58% 71% 79% 75% n 
205 88% 73% f 96% 54% 44% 56% f 
208 84% 48% e 100% 60% 52% 60% e 
204 66% 54% r 52% 56% 48% 70% r 
206 73% 73% e 21% 63% 50% 46% e 
207 84% 40% n 44% 68% 40% 60% n 
210 60% 48% c 52% 52% 40% 44% c 
104 79% 63% e 50% 42% 52% 57% e 
107 92% 68% s 40% 56% 48% 52% s 
C-13 92% 88%   76% 48% 76% 64%   
C-12 100% 96%   100% 84% 88% 64%   
C-14 92% 86%   76% 72% 88% 80%   
C-15 88% 100%   64% 72% 76% 68%   

               

                 

Cumulative to 
Date 86% 74% 100% 62% 63% 57% 63%  

Submitted by Mr. Golombuski, Student Council Advisor 
 RTA Student Council is sponsoring fun activities to highlight and motivate students for perfect at-
tendance.  All activities will be held at school on each Friday of this month.  The activities are as follows: 
Friday 3/9:  Crazy Tie Day--Students may wear neckties of their own choosing with school uniforms 
Friday 3/16:  Crazy Hat Day--Students may wear a hat of their choosing (please be reasonable/make 
sure not to restrict vision) 
Friday 3/23:  Crazy Hair Day--Students may wear special hairstyles (be sure not to restrict vision and no 
hair products in school) 
Friday 3/30:  Crazy Sock and T-shirt Day--Students may wear choice of socks and T-shirts over their 
school sweater or vest (make sure that there are no messages or images on T-shirts that would be con-
sidered offensive or inappropriate in a school setting)   
******Spring Dance for 6th, 7th, and 8th graders will also take place on Friday, March 30th from 6:00--
8:30pm in the RTA gym. 
 

March Madness Days 



 Fourth Grade Visits Historic Drumthwacket, 

 Submitted by the Fourth Grade Team 
 On January 25, our fourth graders travelled to Princeton to tour Drumthwacket, the official resi-
dence of the governor of New Jersey.  (In case you are wondering, the word “drumthwacket” derives 
from an ancient Scottish word meaning “wooded hill.”)   
 The students were taken on a guided tour through the six main rooms on the first floor of the 
mansion:  the front hall, dining room, parlor, music room, library, and the governor’s study.  They en-
joyed learning about the history of the mansion and the farmhouse that is also on the grounds of the 
mansion.  They also enjoyed looking at the artwork, photographs, furniture, and the many artifacts that 
were on display.   
 The trip was made possible by an organization known as the Drumthwacket Foundation.   The 
fourth grade social studies curriculum deals mainly with New Jersey history and geography, the Foun-
dation encourages fourth graders from all over the state to visit Drumthwacket.  RTA is considered an 
Abbott school, the trip was free of charge and included lunch (donated by the local ShopRite).    

  



Classes Studying Chinese Art! 
Submitted by Ms. Winter 

North Campus Art Teacher 
 For the past month 
and a half in art class all of 
the students at Robert 
Treat Academy, except 
kindergarten, have been 
studying Chinese Art. Eve-
ry grade is working on dif-
ferent Chinese style theme 
paintings. Now that we are 
back in the art room, they 
are  painting their projects 
with watercolors! This year 
the Spring Art show will 
abound with Chinese wa-
tercolor paintings of pan-
das eating bamboo, carp 
swimming under wisteria, 

dragons chasing the pearl of wisdom, lotus blos-
soms, cherry trees, tea ceremony pictures, Chinese 
landscapes and more. Some of our hanging scroll 

paintings even have writing on them in actual Chi-
nese because students learned how to write simple 
Chinese characters for a few words, such as 
"mountain, river, big, summer, day" and more. 
Students composed their own titles using our lim-
ited Chinese vocabulary. Students viewed a 
slideshow showing the amazing tall mountains of 
China, as well as the Great Wall of China. Students 
learned that Chinese landscape painting is all 
about how grand and majestic nature is compared 
to how tiny and insignificant humans are. Students 
also learned about the symbolism behind what 
they were painting. For example, the 3rd graders 
drew fish called Carp, and these 
fish symbolize longevity, wealth 
and a happy, successful marriage. 
Peacocks, painted by 7th graders 
symbolize good luck and Lotus 
flowers symbolize enlightenment 
because they are something beau-
tiful that grows out of mud. 

Studying Bacteria and Viruses 
Submitted by Ms. Kelley-Kemple 

Science Teacher 
 The students in grade 
six have been investigating 
bacteria and viruses. They 
have learned about the char-
acteristics of bacteria, the 
three types of archaebacte-
ria, and bacteria's role in the 
world. One of the most inter-
esting things that the stu-
dents learned is that bacteria 
can be both helpful and 
harmful. They discovered 

that without bacteria we would not have many 
of the foods we enjoy. Did you know that bac-

teria was responsible for 
the great taste of many 
cheeses, pickles, meats, 
and ice-cream? It is true! 
In addition, the sixth grad-
ers discovered how viruses 
are classified, how they 
reproduce, how they are 
treated, and most im-
portantly, how to avoid 
getting viruses.  
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Exploring Our Roots 
Submitted by the Sixth Grade Team 

The 6th Grade Examines Their Heritage  

During their study of African-American histo-
ry in February, the 6th grade students had an op-
portunity to watch the acclaimed TV miniseries 
“Roots”.  In order to better understand the theme 
and message of the film, students traced their own 
family histories, back to their grandparents. In an 
innovative twist on regular family trees, students 
decorated their family branches in the colors of the 
flags of their families’ countries of origin. Students 
eagerly delved into their family histories, and have 
flags from countries ranging from Ireland, to Gha-
na, to the Dominican Republic and Italy. It was in-
teresting, for both students and their teachers, to 
see just how varied and distinctive our classroom 
cultures are.  

What almost all students noticed was when 
they got to their own branch, their colors were a 

blend of several different countries and cultures, as 
were their classmates colors. Very few students 
forgot to include their American culture, coloring 
the spaces between the branches with red, white, 
and blue to represent the United States.  

“It’s so cool to look at these little trees and 
see where everybody came from,” said Declan Kelly 
from Room 206. “I always knew my background 
was diverse, but I never stopped to think about my 
classmates or teachers.”  

“ I really learned a lot from this lesson,” said 
Nasir Adams, 204. “From watching Roots to making 
my own tree, I became more aware of culture and 
race.”  

 This exercise opened their eyes to diversity 
and allowed students to talk to their families about 
their heritage. Their completed trees will be on dis-
play on the Social Studies bulletin board this 
March.  
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Children’s Dental Health Month 
Submitted by the North Campus 

First Grade Team 
February is Children’s Dental Health Month.  

In class, the first grade explored the importance 
of teeth and ways to keep them healthy. Students 
listened to “The Tooth Book” by Dr. Seuss and 
learned about why we have teeth, ways to keep 
our teeth clean, and 
the significance of a 
healthy smile. Stu-
dents were eager to 
use their writing skills 
to share the new in-
formation about den-
tal health and hy-
giene.  The following 
are some example of 
first graders giving 
advice about develop-
ing healthy habits:  
 
 It is important 
to keep your teeth 
healthy. Your teeth 
help you eat healthy 
food and help you 
smile. You can take 
care of your teeth by 
visiting the dentist 
twice a year. You 

can keep your teeth healthy by brushing your teeth, 
two times each day. If you take care of your teeth 
you will have a bright healthy smile. 

Mya Johnson 
 
 It is important to take care of your teeth. 
Your teeth can help you chew. You can take care of 

your teeth by eat-
ing healthy foods 
from each healthy 
food group. You 
can also take care 
of your teeth by 
going to the den-
tist twice a year. If 
you take care of 
your teeth, you 
can have a good 
smile.  
Isaiah Ramos  

 

L. to R.:  Isaiah Ramos and Mya Johnson 



ROBERT TREAT ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL 
NORTH CAMPUS AND CENTRAL CAMPUS 

SCHOOL CALENDARS 

2011-2012 
SCHOOL CLOSING         # OF DAYS 

         DATES                 STUDENTS / TEACHERS 

2012 

March             22  /  22 

 

April   6-13 SCHOOL CLOSED – SPRING RECESS      15  /  15 

  16 SCHOOL REOPENS 

 

May  28 SCHOOL CLOSED – MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE    22  / 22 

 

June  28 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL       20  /  20
  

June  29 EIGHTH GRADE GRADUATION 

 

July  SCHOOL CLOSED FOR SUMMER RECESS  

 

TOTAL # OF DAYS – STUDENTS     208 

TOTAL # OF DAYS – TEACHERS     210 

To Kill a Mockingbird 
Submitted  by the Eighth Grade Team 
If there is one skill that all students 
should master, it is reading. Reading is 
so important for students because they 
need to use reading to learn all of their 
other subjects. This month, we spent 
time as a class reading the novel To Kill 
a Mockingbird published in 1960 by Pu-

litzer-Prize winner Harper Lee. This novel deals with 
the issues of racism that were observed by the au-
thor as a child in her hometown of Monroeville, Ala-
bama. The plot and characters are loosely based on 
the author's observations of her family and neigh-
bors, as well as on an event that occurred near her 
hometown in 1936, when she was 10 years old. De-
spite being Lee's only published book, it led to Lee 
being awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom of 

the United States for her contribution to literature 
in 2007.   

The novel To Kill a Mockingbird is a story 
about innocence, knowledge, prejudice and cour-
age. This novel is renowned for its warmth and hu-
mor, despite dealing with the serious issues of ra-
cial inequality. The story takes place during three 
years of the Great Depression in the fictional "tired 
old town" of Maycomb, Alabama. It focuses on six-
year-old Scout Finch, who lives with her older 
brother Jem and their widowed father Atticus, a 
middle-aged lawyer. The narrator's father, Atticus 
Finch, has served as a moral hero for many readers 
and as a model of integrity for lawyers. Students 
will begin to see the change that America has gone 
through over the years and the hardships endured.  
  



  March 3rd     (3rd through 8th grades) 

  March 10th    (3rd through 8th grades) 

  March 17th      (3rd through 8th grades) 

  March 24th     (3rd through 8th grades) 

  March 31st      (3rd through 8th grades) 

  April 21st     (3rd through 8th grades) 

  April 28th      (3rd through 6th grades) 

  May 5th    (3rd and 4th grades) 

NJASK Testing for Grades 7 and 8 will begin Monday, April 23rd and end Thursday, 
April 26th . 

NJASK Testing for Grades 5 and 6 will begin Monday, April 30th and end Thursday, 
May 3rd . 

NJASK Testing for Grade 3 will begin Monday, May 7th and end Thursday,  May 10th. 

NJASK Testing for Grade 4 will begin Monday, May 7th and end Friday, May 11th. 

SATURDAY DAILY SCHEDULE 
3rd and 4th Grade – 8:15 – 10:30 

5th and 6th Grade – 8:45 – 11:00 

7th and 8th Grade – 9:15 – 11:30 

Beginning Saturday, January 7th the 4th and 8th grades 
will be adding a Science component to their Saturday 

schedule and one  hour will be added to their 
allotted time.  All other grades will resume as scheduled. 

As of January 7th   
4th Grade - 8:00 – 11:15 

8th Grade - 8:30 - 11:45 

3rd, 5th, 6th and, 7th grades resume as scheduled above 

SATURDAY CLASS SCHEDULE 
2012 
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Black History Month and Gratitude? 
Submitted by the Central Campus 

Second Grade Team 
 What do “Black History Month” and 
“gratitude” have in common?  RTA Central second 
graders have spent the month of February learn-
ing  why they owe a debt of gratitude to the many 
African Americans who endured personal sacrifice 
to improve the lives of their community. 
 Our students’ “appreciation” ac-
tually began on January 16th – when 
they spent their “free” Monday reading 
books, searching the internet, watching 
DVDs, or listening to local speeches to 
learn more about why our government 
has honored Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
with a federal holiday.  After reading 
David Adler’s “A Picture Book of Martin Luther 
King, Jr.,” they wrote about whether they would 
tell their followers to “meet hate with love” if a 
bomb had been thrown through the front window 
of their house. 
 As an extension of our Open Court unit on 

“Community, “they puzzled over 
why some African American individ-
uals have been willing to set the 
needs of their community first – 
ahead of their own personal well-
being.  After listening to their teach-
ers read Ruby Bridges’ autobiog-
raphy  “Through My Eyes,” they 

wrote about whether six-year-old Ruby Bridges 
“was a hero” for integrating her all-white “public” 
elementary school in New Orleans, Louisiana.  
Here are some of their powerful reflections:   

“When she was six years old, she helped destroy 
segregation and turn it into integration.” (William 
Abou-Rjaili) 

“She was brave because everyday in that one year 
she walked through danger.  (Genesis Billups) 

“Ruby Bridges helped stop segregation. . . . There 
shouldn’t be any segregation” because “the color 
of your skin doesn’t matter. The brain mat-
ters.”  (Brianna Morales) 

“Ruby . . . bravely struggled because when she 
walked into school she had all these guards with 
guns surrounding her.”  (Naazir Jackson) 

“Ruby is my hero” because “she wanted to go to an 
all-white school to show that blacks and whites 
could bond.”  (Mia Smith) 

 
 Whether watching a documentary on Harriet 
Tubman, researching famous African Americans like 
Shirley Chisholm, James Van 
Der Zee, Coretta Scott King, or 
Dr. Percy Julian, or asking their 
schoolmates to guess the iden-
tity of famous African Ameri-
cans like “Toni Morrison” during 
morning assembly,  our second 
graders have learned to respect 
their forbears.  Stop by RTA 
Central’s front hallway to view 
their research projects on fa-
mous African Americans and to 
ask yourself -- “where would we be without them?”  

Toni Morrison 

Joseph 
Gonzalez 

Christina 
Martinez 

Nyla 
Gilliam 
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Kindergarten Learns About Friendship 
 Submitted by the North Campus 

Kindergarten Team    
 With the recent Valentine’s hype, we can 
feel the love in the air.  However, students have 
come to realize that you don’t need Valentine’s Day 
to tell someone you care about them.  We read the 
story, “Franklin’s Valentines” in which the main 
character gave out cards decorated with hearts the 
day after Valentine’s Day.  His friends exclaimed, 
“Valentine’s Day was yesterday! This is late!”   
Franklin replied, “Oh, these cards aren’t for Valen-
tine’s Day, they are for Friendship Day!  And 
Friendship Day can be any day you want it to be.”  
Just like Franklin, our students made friendship 
cards for one another. Remember, true friendship 
is celebrated everyday. 

Third Grade Learning Measurement 
Submitted by the North Campus 

Third Grade Team  
 The third grade students 
have been getting busy learning 
how to measure. The students 
have learnt how to measure 
length, weight and capacity in 
both customary and metric units. 
We have made use of rulers, 

scales and measuring cups to figure out when and 
where to use each unit of measure. The skills 
learned in the measurement unit are preparing us 
for our next chapter, which discusses geometry. 

This chapter will introduce the students to two and 
three-dimensional shapes; we will learn about faces, 
edges and corners. Additionally, the students will 
learn how to distinguish between lines, line seg-
ments, perpendicular, parallel and intersecting lines. 
This chapter will definitely require the students’ com-
plete attention and a lot of hard work, but the third 
grade students are always up for a challenge, and 
there is no doubt in our minds that they will do a 
fantastic job learning 
about geometry!  
 

Month of Love! 
Submitted by the Central Campus 

Kindergarten Team 
 February has been a month filled with love 
for Kindergarten!  On Valentine’s Day the children 
interacted in various activities.  Kindergarten stu-
dents graphed, sorted, and made patterns with 
conversation hearts.  They also completed a writing 
piece about someone they love.  They focused on 
adding detail to their writing in order to keep the 
reader engaged.  They are becoming great writers.  
Kindergarten not only learned a great deal, but had 
fun doing it! 

 

Left: 

Skyler 

Motley 

diligently 

works on her 
heart graph. 



Calendar of Events 
 

March 17, 2012 Saturday  St. Patrick’s Day 
 
March 20, 2012 Tuesday   First day of Spring 
 
March 22, 2012 Thursday  Board of Trustees Meeting 
 
March 30, 2012 Friday   School Dance for students in 
        grades 6, 7 and 8.   
 

Graphing in the First Grade 
Submitted by the Central Campus 

First Grade Team 

The students in the first grade have 
been learning about measuring the length 
of objects by using connecting cubes.  
They have been measuring anything they 
can get their 
hands on!  Did 
you know that our 
nametags are 
about 24 cubes 
long? They also 
found out that the 
tops of their 
chairs are about 
16 cubes long.  
Not only are the 
first graders be-
coming good at 
measuring things, 
but they are also 
becoming good 

estimators.  The students have been able 
to look at an object estimate, or guess, 
how long it is.  Then, they would measure 
to check to see if their estimate was close 
or correct.  They have gotten so good at 
estimating that many times their esti-

mates are 
the EXACT 
MEASURE-
MENTS of 
the object!  
So… if you 
need any-
thing meas-
ured, now 
you know 
that you can 
come to the 
first grade 
for help! 
 


