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  GRADE 4  
  Unit 2: Tell Me More 

Overview:   
During this unit, students will explore anchor 
and paired texts around the theme of “Tell Me 
More.” Throughout the unit students will 
experience literature related to the arts: plays, 
movies, and being an artist. Additionally, 
students will complete a unit on narrative essays 
and will begin a new writing unit for the genre 
of opinion. Lastly, students will continue to hone 
their ability to read, write, and spell correctly via 
the Orton-Gillingham program. 

Journeys Program Resources 

Unit 2: Tell Me More 
Unit Opener (FYI, STS, CON) p. 169, Unit Performance Task p. T357, Unit Pre-Test (D/P); 
Unit Test (D/P) 

Lesson 6: 
Performance 
Arts 
 
Anchor Text: 
Invasion from 
Mars pp. 174 -
185 
 
Paired 
Selection: “The 
History of 
Radio” pp. 190-
192 
 
WGI: p. T1 
 
SGI: p. T59 
 
D/P- RA “The 
Tunguska 
Event” p. T12 
 

Lesson 7: 
Media 
 
Anchor Text: 
Coming 
Distractions: 
Questioning 
Movies pp. 
202-213 
 
Paired 
Selection: “How 
Do They Do 
That?” pp. 218-
220 
 
WGI: p. T75 
 
SGI: p. T133 
 
D/P - RA 
“Steven 
Spielberg: A 

Lesson 8: Visual 
Arts 
 
Anchor Text:      
Me and Uncle 
Romie pp. 230-
243 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Sidewalk 
Artists” pp. 248-
250 
 
WGI: p. T149 
 
SGI: p. T209 
 
D/P - RA “Jazzy 
Jasmine” p. 
T160 
 
P – LLG pp. 70-
71, 130-131 

Lesson 9: 
Research 
 
Anchor Text:     
Dear Mr. 
Winston pp. 
260-271 
 
Paired 
Selection: “Field 
Guide to Snakes 
of the 
Southwest” pp. 
276-278 
 
WGI: p. T225 
 
SGI: p. T283 
 
D/P - RA “Is 
Sasquatch Out 
There?” p. T236 
 

Lesson 10: 
Performance 
Arts 
 
Anchor Text:   
Jose! Born to 
Dance pp. 288-
299 
 
Paired Selection: 
“Dance to the 
Beat” pp. 304-
306 
 
WGI: p. T299 
 
SGI: p. T361 
 
D/P - RA 
“Mexican Dove” 
p. T310 
 
P – LLG pp. 74-
75, 134-135 

Standards: 
RL.4.4; RL.4.2; RL.4.3 
RI.4.1; RI.4.2; RI.4.8 
RF.4.4 
SL.4.1; SL.4.2 
L.4.1; L.4.2; L.4.3; L.4.5 

Instructional 
Time: 6 Weeks  

Objectives:   
Students will describe the characters, settings, 
and plot of a story.  
Students will make inferences and predictions, 
drawing on details in the text.  
Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Student will write fiction with a focus on the 
reading/writing connection. 
Students will distinguish between facts and 
opinions in text.  
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Students will explain how an author uses 
reasons and evidence to support opinions. 
Students will summarize important ideas and 
explain how they are supported by facts and 
opinions. 
 
Students will describe in depth a character in a 
story, drawing on specific details in the text. 
Students will use text details to visualize 
characters and how they change. 
Students will conduct research to write a 
personal persuasive essay. 
 
Students will refer to details and examples when 
drawing conclusions and making generalizations. 
Students will ask questions to help make 
inferences. 
   
Students will identify an author’s purpose. 
Students will explain how the author uses 
reasons and evidence to support points.   
Students will refer to details and examples when 
drawing inferences about the text. 
 
Students will write the first draft of a personal 
essay. 
Students will review phonetics concepts. 
Students will learn new phoneme/rules via a 
multisensory approach. 
Students will decode multi-syllabic words. 
Students will spell high frequency words 
correctly. 

P – LLG pp. 66-
67, 126-127 
 
D – PJ 6.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
61-72 
 
P – VC-C 51-60 
(T14-15) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric; 
Reading Log 
 
D/P - LITC p. T6 
 
D – IWL 
Suffixes -y, -ous; 
Verbs 
 
D – GSV 
Subject-Verb 
Agreement  
 
D – IWSL 
Speaking 
Constructively; 
Writing to 
Sources 

Filmmaker’s 
Journey” p. T86 
 
P – LLG pp. 68-
69, 128-129 
 
D – PJ 7.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp.73-
84 
 
P – VC-C 61-70 
(T88-89) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric; 
Reading Log 
 
D- GSV N/A 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T80 
 
D – IWL 
Greek and Latin 
Word parts 
phon, photo, 
graph, auto, 
tele 
Verb Tenses 

D – PJ 8.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
85-96 
 
P – VC-C 71-80 
(T162-163) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric; 
Reading Log 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T154 
 
D – IWL 
Figurative 
Language; 
Progressive 
Verb Tense  
 
D- GSV N/A 
  
D – IWSL 
Listening and 
Responding; 
Writing to 
Sources 
  

P – LLG pp. 72-
73, 132-133 
 
D – PJ 9.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp. 97-
108 
 
P – VC-C 81-90 
(T238-239) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric; 
Reading Log  
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T230 
 
D – IWL 
Antonyms; 
Compound and 
Complex 
Sentences 
 
D – GSV 
Compound and 
Complex 
Sentences  
  

D – PJ 10.1-7 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
109-120 
 
P – VC-C 91-100 
(T312-313) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric; 
Reading Log 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T304 
 
D – IWL 
Shades of 
Meaning; 
Pronouns  
 
D – GSV N/A  
 
D – IWSL 
Listening and 
Responding; 
Writing to 
Sources 
  
D/P – CR Lesson 
10 
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Students will comprehend what they hear and 
read.  
 
Students will gain a better understanding of 
EBSRs and TECRs.  
Students will hone their understanding of 
narrative elements.  
Students will practice completing LATs.  

 D/P – CR 
Lesson 6 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
The Golden Age 
of Radio  
 
D/P – LR Story 
Structure; 
Infer/Predict 
SR- The Zeebo 
Encounter 
OL- Time Tag 
AD- Be Afraid 
ELL- The 
Amazing Game 

D – IWSL Rules 
for a Good 
Discussion; 
Writing to 
Sources 
  
D/P – CR Lesson 
7 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Behind the 
Scenes 
 
D/P – LR Fact 
and Opinion; 
Summarize 
SR- Now 
Showing in Your 
Living 
OL- The Magic 
of Movies 
AD- Critics in 
Hollywood 
ELL- Making 
Movies  
 
 
 

D/P – CR Lesson 
8 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
D/P -VR  
Romare 
Bearden 
 
D/P – LR 
Understanding 
Characters; 
Visualize 
SR- Recipe for 
Learning 
OL- Gramps’ 
Favorite Gift 
AD- Stuck at 
Camp 
ELL- A Gift for 
Grandpa 
 
 

D – IWSL 
Speaking 
Constructively; 
Writing to 
Sources 
  
D/P – CR Lesson 
9 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Reptiles as Pets 
 
D/P – LR 
Conclusions and 
Generalizations; 
Question 
SR- Painting the 
Ocean 
OL- Soccer 
Sisters 
AD- Think 
Before You 
Speak 
ELL- Sisters Play 
Soccer 
 
 
 

D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
D/P -VR  
Arts in Training 
 
D/P – LR 
Author’s 
Purpose; 
Analyze/Evaluate  
SR- Isadora 
Duncan 
OL- Jackson 
Pollock in Action 
AD- Luciano 
Pavarotti 
ELL- The Life of 
Jackson Pollock  
 
 
  

Enduring Understandings:   
An artist is influenced by life experiences and 
other artists’ work.  
A performance in a play or movie can bring the 
written word to life. 
 

Essential Questions:   
How are performances similar to and different 
from written stories?  
How are movies a form of communication?  
How does an artist’s experiences affect his or 
her art?  
What are some different ways to do research? 
What does it take to be a great performer? 
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Common Language Guide (Journeys 1 - 5) 

The Common Language Guide (Journeys) provides a list of acronyms to use when reading/reviewing the Program and Curriculum 
Resource (PACR) documents for Journeys, grades 1 – 5. 
 

BB Big Books 
 

LR 
 

Leveled Readers 
SR- Struggling Reader 
OL- On Level 
AD- Advanced 
ELL- English Language Learner 

BIB Blend-It Books (Grades 1-2 only) 
 

BLM  Blackline Master 
 

P Print 
 

CON Channel One News 
 

PJ Projectable 

CR  Close Reader RA Read Aloud 

D Digital 
 

RN Reader’s Notebook 
 

DI Differentiated Instruction (ELL) 
Differentiated Instruction (RTI) 
 

RT-C Retelling Cards 

 DR Decodable Reader 
(Grades 1-1 only)  

SGI Small Group Instruction  

FYI FYI 
 

SS-C Sound-Spelling Cards 

GSV Grammar Snap Video  
 

STSV Stream to Start Video 

IFC Interactive Flip Chart 
 

TB Trade Books 

IWL Interactive Whiteboard Lesson 
 

VC-C Vocabulary in Context Cards 
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IWSL Interactive Writing, Speaking, and Listening Lessons 
(Grades 3-5) 

VR Vocabulary Reader  

L-C Letter Cards 
 

WGI Whole Group Instruction 

LITC Literacy Centers 
 

WIR Write-in Reader 
 

LLG Literacy and Language Guide 
 

  

 


