Appendik 1

Thinking Keys for Depth of Learning

Dirﬁensions of
- Depth and
Complexity

summarized and including
relevant thinking skills

Depth

Language of the Discipline
Academic language,
vocabulary, using correct
terms, language and tools
used by the discipline studied

Depth

Details
Facts, attributes, traits, noting
evidence, observation,
description, comparison

Depth

- Palterns
MNeting repetition, observation,
relevance vs. irrelevance,
prediction, order

Depth
m .
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Rules
Understanding structure and
cause, generalizing, judging
with criteria, *...because...”

Depth :

Trends
Noting influences, forces,
direction, course of action,
determine cause and effect,
predict

Depth

k1
Unanswered Questions
Missing parts, unclear or
incomplete ideas,
discrepancies, noting
ambiguity, fact/fiction/opinion,

Depth

Ethics
Differing copinions, values,
morals, discrimination,
argumentation, judging with
criteria, determining bias,

Depth

Big Idea
Generalizations, identifying
main ideas, how do ideas
relate to overarching concepis
or themes, principles, theories,

Relate over time
Relationship between past,
present, and future, sequence,
order, predicticn, connecting,
comparing and contrasting

View from different
perspectives
Opposing viewpeints, multiple
perspectives, differing roles
and knowfedge, deterrnining
bias, ciassifying, arguing

unresolved issues controversy summarize
Complexity Complexity Complexity
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Across disciplines
Relationships within and
between subjects or
discipiines, common elements,
Making connections &
associations, integration

The elements of depth encourage deeper, focused study. The elements of complexity make
connections and relate the subject 1o other studies and help clarify the relevance of what is

studied — to the student, to the discipline, and to the larger world.

Facilitating the NEW Prompts of Depth and Complexity

lcons — Depth Prompt ey Questions Thinking Skills Resources
How does
Influence 4 affect quotes
Idend editorials
@ Impics What zv¢ the Eﬂercm of fv.-r:v.:ry persuashve essays
on .
What steps are used to
create this? s::::::: continuum
storyboard
ZDDD Process ‘What type of procedure D’::k fNow chart
Is Invatved? o tmeline
arrange
‘What ix causing thit 1o
happent reason blographies
Motve How Is tha Idea or inquire ‘"?ni‘gr”hm
work stimulated? explaln W
\What Information determine fact vs.
verifies this! opinlon
. support with evidence sﬁ:ﬁu
Proof How can this be suthenticte & cydnps pedia
valldated? prove
document
Icons — Complexity Prompt Key Questions Thinking Skills Resources
‘What decerminas tha outcoma of
res
Wit P, condicions, o define Gescriptve essay
c draumitances doicriba the describe narTathre
ontext siuaton] Huserate viruat flald erips
How does tha environmant almamcs
shapa or efect what b Influence video apes
tappeningl
Wyhat are the multiple and restate
of th ]
. Iv::ed mening of the: | wrus
- Transhat rece dictionary of
ranslato :::p ;:!i: sl:n:e \dex . WWH““' professional terms
siamtions and by different Convert dictlonary
peoplel tanslr
YWhy Is It newl
N 1 Vs . s create copyright
— What makes it hew! design Jaws
—_ Origlmal innovace encyclopedia
0 -~ How does tme and modlfy artifaces
) place make It new? redesign meums
Yhat factors will decida
Influence what ks dezermine Jaws
bappent agree
Judgmene ppering? N dl:g;e newspapers
How Is the decision o Inverdgice philasophy books
be made? Herdfy options to irgvo
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