
 

                                                    MINUTES 
 

STEGER SCHOOL DISTRICT 194 
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

  Thursday, JuLY 30, 2020 
6:00 P.M. 

*This meeting will be conducted telemetrically using the Zoom webinar platform 
pursuant to Executive Order in Response to COVID-19 No. 5 

 
View Instruction on How to Join the Zoom Webinar  

Instructions 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at 6:09 p.m. by President Helsel.  Members present Helsel, 
Edwards, Page, Raymond, Turner, Butkus and Sarek.  Members absent: None. 

 
Also present via Zoom Webinar:  
Dr. David Frusher, Eric Diehl, Jan Lenci, Kim Mahoney, Bruce Nieminski, Tom Aguirre, Tim 
Tufts, Jeff Nelson, Venus Smith, Rachael Diehl, Anthony Graziani and  
Melissa Cunha.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The Board and audience recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Many staff members and public participated in statements and questions to the Board of 
Education regarding the Academic Reopening Plan.  
 
 MINUTES 
A motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following items: 
 
ACTION A.     Approval of the minutes of the June 18, 2020, Board Meeting and  
                              Closed Session. 
ACTION B.    The Superintendent recommends the board review the minutes from the         
         January 16, 2020, Closed Session meeting and they be kept closed. 
ACTION                C.                      The Superintendent recommends the board approve the destruction of             
                                                                                                                                                                               the recordings from the December 20, 2018 and January 17 2019,    
                                                                                                                                                                              Closed Session meetings. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www2.illinois.gov/Documents/ExecOrders/2020/ExecutiveOrder-2020-07.pdf
https://resource.echalk.com/sr/CoxHHhN0


 
 
FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS   
A motion was made by Mrs. Turner and seconded by Mrs. Edwards to approve the following 
item under Financial Accounts: 
 
ACTION    E.                                   Payment of Bills - Approval of May bills 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT      
• Meal Update:  We’re continuing our meal program with our Summer Food Program, where 

families pick up 5 days of food on Monday’s.  Thank you to Rachel Diehl, and our food 
service team, for continuing to take care of our students and families.  From June 1st through 
July 20th, a total of 13,720 Grab and Go Breakfasts and Lunches were served. 

 
• Over the past month, I along with several other SD 194 administrators have attended 

numerous, very informative webinars and question and answer sessions.  These include the 
following: A Legal Panel Question & Answer Discussion: Fall Return to School and the 
Latest Illinois State Board of Education Guidance, Making Legal Sense of the Latest Illinois 
State Board of Education/Illinois Department of Public Health Transition Joint Guidance, 
Implementing Illinois State Board of Education Guidance - Superintendents Share Plans on 
How to Follow the New Guidance, Frequently Asked Questions on Interpreting the Illinois 
State Board of Education/Illinois Department of Public Health Joint Guidance on the Return 
to School, NEW ISBE SPECIAL EDUCATION GUIDANCE - A Special Education Legal 
Panel Question & Answer: Transition Back to In-Person Instruction Guidance and 
Discussion, Should I Stay or Should I go? Legal Considerations of Increasing Remote 
Learning, and Fall 2020 Learning Recommendations Webinar.  All of these have been very 
helpful. 
 

• Over the past month, our SD 194 transition teams have been working extremely hard on the 
Return to School Plan.  I’m so proud of our staff, and the incredible work that they’ve done.  
These teams include the following: 

o Academic Team 
o Communications Team 
o Social Emotional Learning Team 
o Health and Wellness Team 
o Facilities, Operations and Social Distancing 
o Core Transition Team 

Each team has done such a fantastic job, and there is more to be done before finalizing our 
2020-2021 SD 194 Return to School Plan.  By continuing to collaborate and work together, 
I’m confident we’ll be able to finalize this monumental task. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• There was no handbook or playbook given to us to develop our Return to School Plan.  Each 

one of the 850+ school districts in the State of Illinois have been tasked with developing their 
own Return to School Plan, based on guidance and suggestions, and for what best meet 
their community’s needs (ensuring local control).  Many different factors, have caused this 
process to be challenging, stressful, and has taken a toll on so many of our bodies (as many 
of you have shared personally with me).  I cannot express enough, please take care of 
yourself, stay connected with your family and colleagues; and as your superintendent, I am 
always here for you if you need anything. 

 
• Thank you for joining us tonight, take care everyone, and that concludes my report. 
 
 
BOARD MATTERS (Consent Agenda) 
A motion was made by Mrs. Raymond and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following 
action items under Board Matters: ITEM I was pulled from the agenda and moved after 
Personnel. 
 
INFO           A.   First reading of Board Policy changes as recommended by Press Plus and         
          IASB. 

1.  2:220-E9 Exhibit – Requirements for No Physical Presence of Quorum 
and Participation by Audio or Video During Disaster Declaration 

2. 7:345 Use of Educational Technologies; Student Data Privacy and 
Settings QUESTION 1. 

3. 2:220 School Board Meeting Procedure 
4. 4:180 Pandemic preparedness; Management; and Recovery  

QUESTIONS 1.     2.     3. 
5. 7:40 Nonpublic School Students, Including Parochial and Home-

Schooled Students 
6. 7:190 Student Behavior 

QUESTION 1.  
7. 7:340 Student Records 

ACTION      B.     The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the job description for   
   the Dean of Students, as presented. 
ACTION      C.                          The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the revised 2020-2021     
                                   school year calendar, as presented. 
ACTION      D.                                        The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Math Professional 
                                                                                                                                                           Development Agreement, as presented. 
ACTION      E.     The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the District           
   Consolidated Plan, as presented. 
ACTION      F.                                  The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Elementary and                   
                                                                                                                                                          Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Grant, as presented.  
ACTION      G.          The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Steger School                      
                                                                                                                                                             District     194 Technology E-Learning Program, as presented. 
ACTION      H.                                          The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the recommended                     
                                                                                                                                                           technology items through the Elementary and Secondary School                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                           Emergency     Relief (ESSR) Grant, as presented. 
 ACTION      I.          The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Academic                          
                                                                                                                                                        Reopening Plan, as presented. 
     
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  



Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
PERSONNEL (Consent Agenda)   
A Motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Raymond to approve the following      
action items under Personnel. Item J was removed from the agenda. 
 
ACTION      A.                      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                                 Stephanie Waller, Special Education Teacher at Steger Intermediate Center, 
                                  effective June 2, 2020. 
ACTION      B.         The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the retirement of  
                                Denise DeBoer, 3rd grade Teacher at Steger Intermediate Center, effective at   
                                                                                                                                                 the    end of the 2021-2022 school year. 
ACTION     C.                             The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                                                                                                                                              Shannon Connolly, Nurse at Columbia Central, effective at the end  
                                                                                                                                               of the 2019-2020 school year. 
ACTION     D.         The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                                                                                                                                                   Matthew Maple, English Teacher at Columbia Central,        effective July 17,                              
                                                                                                                                                    2020. 
ACTION      E.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                                                                                                                                              Jozel Shwatal, English Teacher at Columbia Central, effective July 17, 2020. 
ACTION      F.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the resignation of  
                                Lauren Brozman, Physical Education Teacher at Steger Primary Center,                                
                                                                                                                                                 effective July 23, 2020. 
 ACTION      G.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Maternity leave for  
                                                                                                                                               Amanda Mizaur, 3rd grade Teacher at Steger Intermediate Center,  
                               effective November 9, 2020 through February 9, 2021. 
ACTION      H.      The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                              Suzanne Smith as a Special Education Teacher at Columbia Central at  
                              MA Step 4, effective for the 2020-2021 school year.    
ACTION      I.        The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                              Alexandra Roling as the Nurse at Columbia Central at $50,000, effective  
                              for the 2020-2021 school year.              
ACTION      J.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                              Ellyn Lawrence as a 3rd grade Teacher at Steger Intermediate Center at  
                               MA Step 4, effective for the 2020-2021 school year.               
ACTION      K.       The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                              David Rawske as a Special Education Teacher at Columbia Central at  
                              MA Step 2, effective for the 2020-2021 school year.    
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS  
 
No questions 
 
 
 
 



BOARD MATTERS (Consent Agenda) 
Discussion took place regarding the Academic Reopening Plan between the Board of Education 
and District Administration. 
 
A motion was made by Mrs. Raymond and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following 
action items under Board Matters:  
 
ACTION      I.          The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the Academic                          
                                                                                                                                                       Reopening Plan, as presented 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, and Butkus.  
Members voting nay: Edwards.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
INFORMATIONAL ITEMS      
 

   A.     New Business 
   B.     Old Business 

   C.     Correspondence 
                                   Thank you card from Drake Family & DLM School Bus Line 
   D.     PTA Report 
   E.     Upcoming Dates  

 
CLOSED SESSION  
 The open meeting recessed at 9:23 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Page and seconded by 
Mr. Sarek.   
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
The Board went into closed session at 9:41 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Page and 
seconded by Mr. Sarek to go into Closed Session to discuss the following.   
 
ACTION  A.    The Superintendent recommends that the Board go into Closed Session         
          to discuss:   
                                                                                                                                                 1.  The appointment, employment, compensation, discipline                                               
                                                                                                                                                                                                              performance, or dismissal of   a specific employee of the public body.    
               2.  Student disciplinary matters  
                                                                                                                                                   3.  Collective negotiating matters between the public body and its                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                               employees or their representatives   
 
 The Board adjourned closed session at 11:18 p.m., a motion was made by Mrs. Page and 
seconded by Mrs. Raymond to adjourn Closed Session. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 



RETURN TO OPEN SESSION 
The open meeting reconvened at 11:19 p.m. a motion was made by Mrs. Turner and seconded 
by Mrs. Raymond to return to Open Session. 
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
PERSONNEL 
A Motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Page to approve the following      
action items under Personnel. 
      
ACTION       A.           The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the employment of  
                                 Adam Schoff as the Dean of Students at Columbia Central, effective  
                                 for the 2020-2021 school year.   
ACTION       B.   The Superintendent recommends the Board approve the contract for 

Patricia 
Leoni for transition and administrative services for the 2020-2021 school 
year, as presented. 

 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
At 11:22 p.m. a motion was made by Mr. Sarek and seconded by Mrs. Turner to adjourn the 
meeting.   
 
Upon roll call all members voting aye: Helsel, Page, Raymond, Sarek, Turner, Edwards and 
Butkus.  
Members voting nay: None.  Members absent: None. 
Members abstaining: None.  Motion carried. 
 
 
 
______________________________               ______________________________ 
Secretary, Board of Education                                  President, Board of Education 
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