
Englewood Public School District 

English Language Arts 

Grades 1 to 5  
 

 

Journeys Literacy Program 

Grades One to Five will be implementing the research-based balanced literacy program published by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, entitled Journeys. 

This literacy program provides students with research-based curriculum materials. Teachers utilize read alouds, guided reading, shared reading, and 

independent reading, integrated with various writing opportunities and techniques as a means to a whole literacy approach. The new program 

includes flexible grouping based on student needs, one-on-one specific skills instruction, independent reading, and ongoing assessment to continually 

direct instruction. 

 

Teachers College Reading and Writing Project 

Units of Study in Opinion, Information, and Narrative Writing, K–5, is a new publication from Lucy Calkins and her colleagues at the Teachers  

College Reading and Writing Project. For each grade level Lucy and her team have designed and piloted a yearlong curriculum founded on the 

expectations of the Common Core State Standards and built on the experience of decades of intensive literacy instruction with hundreds of thousands 

of students and educators. 

 

Orton-Gillingham 

The Orton-Gillingham method is language-based and success-oriented. The scholars are directly taught reading, handwriting, and written expression 

as one logical body of knowledge. Learners move step by step from simple to more complex material in a sequential, logical manner that enables 

scholars to master important literacy skills. The Orton-Gillingham methodology utilizes phonetics and emphasizes visual, auditory, and kinesthetic 

learning styles. Instruction begins by focusing on the structure of language and gradually moves towards reading. This program provides scholars 

with immediate feedback and a predictable sequence that integrates reading, writing, and spelling. This comprehensive approach to reading 

instruction benefits all scholars. 
 

 

 
UNIT TOPIC Weeks 

1 Meet the Challenge 6 

2 Wild Encounters 6 

3 Revolution! 6 

4 The Power of Storytelling 6 

5 Under Western Skies 6 

6 Journey to Discovery 6 

 



Englewood Public School District 

English Language Arts 

Grade 5 
 

Unit 5: Under Western Skies 
 

Overview: During this unit, students will explore anchor and paired texts around the theme of “Under Western Skies.” Throughout the unit students 

will experience literature related to the explorers and pioneers. Additionally, students will continue to hone their ability to read, write, and spell 

correctly via the Orton-Gillingham program. Lastly, students will prepare for PARCC’s Research Simulation Reading and Writing Tasks. 
 

Time Frame: 6 Weeks 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Traditional beliefs influence how a person thinks and feels. 

Explorers formed the boundaries of the country by being the first people there. 

 

Essential Questions:  

What does it mean to have good instincts? 

How can traditions influence a person’s thought and feelings? 

What kinds of lessons did people who lived in the old west learn? 

Why would a pioneer traveler record events in a journal? 

How did explorers help America become the country it is today? 

 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

RL.5.5. Explain how a series of 

chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits 

together to provide the overall 

structure of a particular story, 

drama, or poem. 

 

RL.5.7. Analyze how visual 

and multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, 

tone, or beauty of a text (e.g., 

graphic novel, multimedia 

presentation of fiction, folktale, 

myth, poem). 

 

Topics 

 

Sequence of Events 

 

Visualize 

 

Figurative Language  

 

Author’s Word Choice  

 

Twenty-First Century Themes 

and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Environmental Literacy 

Teacher Read Aloud: “Land 

Rush!” 

Students will use a cause 

and effect worksheet to take 

notes on the read aloud. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/theme-

cause-and-effect-reading-

log/ 

 

Read the “Westward 

Expansion” companion text 

comparing and contrasting 

Texts: 

Journeys English Language 

Arts Program, Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 

 

Unit 5 – Lesson 21 

Anchor Text: “Tucket’s 

Travels” 

 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

 

Paired Selection: “Wild 

Weather” 

 

Benchmark Assessment: 

• Common 

Formative 

Assessment 

• Exact Path  
 

 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Lesson 21 Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tests 

 

Formative Assessment: 

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/theme-cause-and-effect-reading-log/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/theme-cause-and-effect-reading-log/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/theme-cause-and-effect-reading-log/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/theme-cause-and-effect-reading-log/


RF.5.4. Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

 

RF.5.3. Know and apply 

grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding and 

encoding words. 

 

SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grade 5 

topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 

 

RI.5.6. Analyze multiple 

accounts of the same event or 

topic, noting important 

similarities and differences in 

the point of view they 

represent. 

 

 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will identify the 

sequence of events in a story. 

 

Students will use text details to 

visualize a story’s action. 

 

Students will engage effectively 

in collaborative discussion. 

 

Students will analyze two 

accounts of the same event 

identifying similarities and 

differences. 

the accounts with “Land 

Rush”. 

 

Vocabulary: Shades of 

Meaning (CRP4, 9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will work with a 

partner to organize shades of 

meaning cards from weakest 

to strongest. 

https://www.k12reader.com/

worksheet/shades-of-

meaning-card-set/ 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

Present Quantitative 

Information (CRP4, 

9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will engage in a 

full class discussion about 

strategies for presenting 

quantitative information. 

 

Grammar: The Verbs be and 

have 

Students will practice 

writing sentences that use 

these verbs correctly. 

 

Writing: Editorial (9.2.8.B.3, 

8.1.5.A.2, CRP4, CRP6, 

CRP8, CRP11, 6.1.8.B.2.a) 

Using word processing 

software, students will write 

editorials about emigration 

in the nineteenth century. 

 

 

Genre: Technical Text 

 

Companion Text: 

“Westward Expansion” (Genre: 

Informational Text) 

https://www.readworks.org/arti

cle/Westward-Expansion-The-

West-An-American-

Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-

b2af-6c4387fc3aca 

 

Scholastic Magazine 

• Lesson 21 Cold 

Reads 
• Running Records 
• Anecdotal Notes  
• Unit Progress 

Monitoring 

Assessments 
 

 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Students will share their 

read aloud notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will peer review 

their sentences for 

correctness. 

 

Students will create a chart 

of strategies for presenting 

quantitative information. 

 

Students will use a writer’s 

checklist to peer review 

their editorials. 

RL.5.2. Determine the key 

details in a story, drama or 

poem to identify the theme and 

to summarize the text.  

 

Topics 

Theme 

 

Infer/Predict 

 

Teacher Read Aloud: “Tales 

and Truths of the Ojibwe”  

Students will use a stop and 

jot sheet to record 

Texts: 

Journeys English Language 

Arts Program, Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Lesson 22 Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tests 

 

https://www.readworks.org/article/Westward-Expansion-The-West-An-American-Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-b2af-6c4387fc3aca
https://www.readworks.org/article/Westward-Expansion-The-West-An-American-Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-b2af-6c4387fc3aca
https://www.readworks.org/article/Westward-Expansion-The-West-An-American-Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-b2af-6c4387fc3aca
https://www.readworks.org/article/Westward-Expansion-The-West-An-American-Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-b2af-6c4387fc3aca
https://www.readworks.org/article/Westward-Expansion-The-West-An-American-Symbol/54473a11-cbe9-45b4-b2af-6c4387fc3aca


RL.5.1. Quote accurately from 

a text, and make relevant 

connections when explaining 

what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences 

from the text.  

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

 

SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grade 5 

topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 

 

Author’s Word Choice  

 

Visual Elements 

 

Twenty-First Century Themes 

and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Environmental Literacy 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will determine the 

theme of a short story using text 

details. 

 

Students will use story details 

to make inferences and 

predictions. 

 

Students will engage effectively 

in collaborative discussion. 

predictions during the read 

aloud. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/sticky-

note-stop-and-jot/ 

 

Vocabulary: Reference 

Materials (CRP7, CRP11) 

Students will use online 

reference materials to define 

vocabulary words. 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

Give an Informative Speech 

(CRP7 CRP4, 9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will prepare an 

informative, informal 

speech. 

 

Grammar: Perfect Tenses  

Students will practice 

identifying and using perfect 

tense. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/perfect-

verb-tense/ 

 

Writing: Response to 

Literature (9.2.8.B.3, 

8.1.5.A.2, CRP4, CRP8, 

CRP11) 

Using word processing 

software, students will write 

a response to one of the 

unit’s literary passages. 

 

 

Unit 5 – Lesson 22 

Anchor Text: “The Birchbark 

House” 

 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

 

Paired Selection: “Four Seasons 

of Food” 

 

Genre: Informational Text 

 

Companion Text: 

“Heartbeat of Mother Earth” 

(Genre: Informational Text) 

https://www.commonlit.org/en/t

exts/heartbeat-of-mother-

earth?search_id=4349166 

 

Scholastic Magazine 

Formative Assessment: 

• Lesson 22 Cold 

Reads 
• Running Records 
• Anecdotal Notes  
• Unit Progress 

Monitoring 

Assessments 
 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Students will share their 

read aloud notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will present their 

speeches to the class. 

 

Students will use a writer’s 

checklist to self-edit their 

literature responses. 

 

RI.5.7. Draw on information 

from multiple print or digital 

sources, demonstrating the 

ability to locate an answer to a 

Topics 

 

Text and Graphic Features 

 

Summarize 

Teacher Read Aloud: “The 

Turbulent History of Texas” 

Students will use a 

Somebody-Wanted-But-So-

Then worksheet to help them 

Texts: 

Journeys English Language 

Arts Program, Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Lesson 23 Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tests 

 

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/sticky-note-stop-and-jot/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/sticky-note-stop-and-jot/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/sticky-note-stop-and-jot/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/perfect-verb-tense/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/perfect-verb-tense/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/perfect-verb-tense/
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/heartbeat-of-mother-earth?search_id=4349166
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/heartbeat-of-mother-earth?search_id=4349166
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/heartbeat-of-mother-earth?search_id=4349166


question quickly or to solve a 

problem efficiently. 

 

RI.5.2. Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text and 

explain how they are 

supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 

L.5.5. Demonstrate 

understanding of figurative 

language, word relationships, 

and nuances in word 

meanings.  

 

W.5.1. Write opinion pieces on 

topics or texts, supporting a 

point of view with reasons and 

information.  

 

 

 

Main Ideas and Details  

 

Adages 

 

Persuade 

 

Twenty-First Century Themes 

and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will use text and 

graphic features to increase 

understanding of informational 

text. 

 

Students will summarize main 

ideas and important details. 

 

Students will engage effectively 

in collaborative discussion. 

 

 

 

summarize during the read 

aloud. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/somebody-

wanted-prewriting-

organizer/ 

 

Vocabulary: Adages and 

Proverbs (CRP4, 9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will write their own 

adage or proverb. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

Report on a Text (CRP4, 

9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will take notes on a 

nonfiction text. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/picture-

walk-preview-notes/ 

 

Grammar: Easily Confused 

Verbs 

Students will create a list of 

easily confused verbs and 

clarify each. 

 

Writing: Persuasive 

Argument (9.2.8.B.3, 

8.1.5.A.2, CRP4, CRP6, 

CRP8, CRP11, 6.1.8.B.2.a) 

Using word processing 

software, students will write 

a persuasive argument 

persuading settlers to move 

to a certain part of the 

country. 

 

 

Unit 5 – Lesson 23 

Anchor Text: “Vaqueros: 

America’s First Cowboys” 

 

Genre: Informational Text 

 

Paired Selection: “Rhyme on 

the Range” 

 

Genre: Poetry 

 

Companion Text: 

“The Lesser Known History of 

African American Cowboys” 

(Genre: Informational Text) 

https://newsela.com/read/smi-

black-cowboys 

 

Scholastic Magazine 

Formative Assessment: 

• Lesson 23 Cold 

Reads 
• Running Records 
• Anecdotal Notes  
• Unit Progress 

Monitoring 

Assessments 
 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Students will share their 

read aloud notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will report on a 

nonfiction text using their 

notes. 

 

Students will use a writer’s 

checklist to self-edit their 

persuasive arguments. 

 

Students will read aloud 

their persuasive 

arguments. 

 Topics 

 

Teacher Read Aloud: “Tales 

of the Trail” 

Texts: Summative Assessment: 

https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/somebody-wanted-prewriting-organizer/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/somebody-wanted-prewriting-organizer/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/somebody-wanted-prewriting-organizer/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/somebody-wanted-prewriting-organizer/
https://newsela.com/read/smi-black-cowboys
https://newsela.com/read/smi-black-cowboys


RL.5.2. Determine the key 

details in a story, drama or 

poem to identify the theme and 

to summarize the text.  

 

RL.5.6. Describe how a 

narrator’s or speaker’s point 

of view influences how events 

are described. 

 

 

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

 

Cause and Effect 

 

Analyze/Evaluate 

 

Point of View 

 

Twenty-First Century Themes 

and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will infer cause-and-

effect relationships in text and 

note how they fit together to 

form a story’s structure. 

 

Students will analyze and 

evaluate causes and effects. 

Students will use a character 

point of view worksheet to 

take notes on the read aloud. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/

1blq2v3z5lqeqcs/Comparing

%20Characters.pdf?dl=0 

 

 

Vocabulary: Using Context 

(CRP4, 9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will work in small 

groups to define vocabulary 

words using context clues. 

https://www.education.com/

worksheet/article/context-

clues-table/ 

 

 

Speaking and Listening: 

Compare and Contrast 

Varieties of English (CRP4, 

9.2.8.B.3) 

Students will watch a video 

and identify slang. 

http://www.teachertube.com/

video/symphony-in-slang-

74813 

 

 

Grammar: Making 

Comparisons  

Students will practice using 

comparative language. 

https://www.education.com/

exercise/comparatives/ 

 

Writing: Prewrite: Response 

Essay (9.2.8.B.3, 8.1.5.A.2, 

CRP4, 6.1.8.D.1.b) 

Students will engage in 

prewriting by writing notes 

in preparation for writing a 

Journeys English Language 

Arts Program, Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 

 

Unit 5 – Lesson 24 

Anchor Text: “Rachel’s 

Journal: The Story of a Pioneer 

Girl” 

 

Genre: Historical Fiction 

 

Paired Selection: “Westward to 

Freedom” 

 

Genre: Informational Text 

 

Companion Text: 

“African-American Pioneers 

Played a Big Role in Settling 

the West” (Genre: 

Informational text) 

https://newsela.com/read/lib-

black-pioneers-settlers 

 

Scholastic Magazine 

Lesson 24 Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tests 

 

Formative Assessment: 

• Lesson 24 Cold 

Reads 
• Running Records 
• Anecdotal Notes  
• Unit Progress 

Monitoring 

Assessments 
 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Students will share their 

read aloud notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will share their 

prewriting notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will create and 

share Venn diagrams of 

slang and proper English. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/1blq2v3z5lqeqcs/Comparing%20Characters.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1blq2v3z5lqeqcs/Comparing%20Characters.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/1blq2v3z5lqeqcs/Comparing%20Characters.pdf?dl=0
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/context-clues-table/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/context-clues-table/
https://www.education.com/worksheet/article/context-clues-table/
https://www.education.com/exercise/comparatives/
https://www.education.com/exercise/comparatives/
https://newsela.com/read/lib-black-pioneers-settlers
https://newsela.com/read/lib-black-pioneers-settlers


response essay that focuses 

on interactions between 

settlers and Native 

Americans. 

 

 

RI.5.2. Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text and 

explain how they are 

supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

 

SL.5.1. Engage effectively in a 

range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with 

diverse partners on grade 5 

topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 

 

Topics 

 

Main Ideas and Details 

 

Monitor/Clarify 

 

Primary Sources 

 

Explain Historical Events 

 

Twenty-First Century Themes 

and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will determine main 

ideas and key details in 

narrative nonfiction. 

 

Students will use text details 

and main ideas to monitor and 

clarify understanding. 

 

Students will engage effectively 

in collaborative discussion. 

 

Teacher Read Aloud: “The 

True Story of Sacagawea” 

Students will use a stop and 

jot worksheet to take notes 

on the read aloud. 

https://www.education.com/

download/worksheet/170264

/sticky-note-stop-and-jot.pdf 

 

Vocabulary: Analogies 

(CRP4, 9.2.8.B.3) 

Working in pairs, students 

will create original 

analogies. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening: Use 

Primary and Secondary 

Sources (CRP4) 

Students will discuss the 

differences and benefits of 

using primary and secondary 

sources. 

 

Grammar: Contractions 

Students will create a chart 

of common contractions and 

their definitions. 

 

Writing: Draft, Revise, Edit, 

Publish: Response Essay  

(6.1.8.D.1.b, 9.2.8.B.3, 

8.1.5.A.2, CRP4, CRP6, 

CRP8, CRP11) 

Using word processing 

software, students will write 

Texts: 

Journeys English Language 

Arts Program, Houghton 

Mifflin Harcourt, 2017 

 

Unit 5 – Lesson 25 

Anchor Text: “Lewis and 

Clark” 

 

Genre: Narrative Nonfiction 

 

Paired Selection: “A Surprise 

Reunion” 

 

Genre: Play 

 

Companion Text: 

“Primary Sources: Jefferson’s 

Message on the Lewis and 

Clark Expedition” (Genre: 

Informational Text) 

https://newsela.com/read/primar

y-source-jefferson-expansion 

 

Scholastic Magazine 

Summative Assessment: 

Lesson 25 Vocabulary and 

Comprehension Tests 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment: 

• Lesson 25 Cold 

Reads 
• Running Records 
• Anecdotal Notes  
• Unit Progress 

Monitoring 

Assessments 
 

 

 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Students will share their 

read aloud notes with a 

peer. 

 

Students will create and 

share a group Venn 

diagram. 

 

Students will use a writer’s 

checklist to self-edit their 

essays 

 

Students will share and 

explain their analogies. 

 

https://www.education.com/download/worksheet/170264/sticky-note-stop-and-jot.pdf
https://www.education.com/download/worksheet/170264/sticky-note-stop-and-jot.pdf
https://www.education.com/download/worksheet/170264/sticky-note-stop-and-jot.pdf
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-jefferson-expansion
https://newsela.com/read/primary-source-jefferson-expansion


a response essay that focuses 

on interactions between 

settlers and Native 

Americans. 

Class will discuss the 

purpose of using 

contractions. 

RF.5.3. Know and apply 

grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding and 

encoding words. 

 

RF.5.4. Read with sufficient 

accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 

 

L.5.1. Demonstrate command 

of the conventions of standard 

English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking.  

 

L.5.2. Demonstrate command 

of the conventions of standard 

English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when 

writing.  

 

L.5.3. Use knowledge of 

language and its conventions 

when writing, speaking, 

reading, or listening.  

 

Topics 

 

Language – Orton-Gillingham 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will review phonetics 

concepts. 

 

Students will learn new 

phoneme/rules via a multi-

sensory approach. 

 

Students will decode multi-

syllabic words. 

 

Students will spell high 

frequency words correctly. 

 

Students will comprehend what 

they hear and read. 

Students will experience 30 

minutes of instruction daily 

to enhance their ability to 

decode words, spell words 

correctly, and to 

comprehend what they hear 

and read. 

Institute for Multi-Sensory 

Education, Orton-Gillingham, 

2014 

 

Five-Part Weekly Program: 

1. Three-Part Drill 

2. Teaching a New Concept 

3. Decoding and Learning 

Centers 

4. Red Words  

5. Comprehension 

Pre-Assessment, 

Formative Assessment and 

Summative Assessment: 

Instructors will implement 

three levels of assessments 

to evaluate students: 

• Phonemic awareness 

• Naming and 

recognizing letters 

• The formation of 

letters 

• Phoneme/grapheme 

relationships 

• Decoding multi-

syllabic words 

• Memorization 

techniques 

• Fluency of reading and 

writing 

• Auditory sound 

discriminations 

• Sentence structure 

• Vocabulary building 

RI.5.1. Quote accurately from 

a text and make relevant 

connections when explaining 

what the text says explicitly 

and when drawing inferences 

from the text.  

RI.5.2. Determine two or more 

main ideas of a text and 

explain how they are 

supported by key details; 

summarize the text. 

 

Topics 

 

PARCC RSTs 

 

Objectives 

 

Students will gain a better 

understanding of EBSRs and 

TECRs. 

 

Students will hone their 

understanding of narrative 

elements. 

Instructors will select the 

reading and writing RST 

lessons that best meets their 

students’ needs. 

Reading PARCC RST Lessons 

 Research Simulation 

Tasks 

Lesson 5: Using Context 

Clues for the Vocabulary 

EBSR  

Lesson 6: The Evidence-

Based Selected Response  

Formative Assessment: 

Reading PARCC RST 

Lesson 8 

 

Summative Assessment: 

Writing PARCC RST 

Lesson 8 

https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/06%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%206_EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/06%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%206_EBSR.pdf


RI.5.3. Explain the 

relationships or interactions 

between two or more 

individuals, events, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, 

scientific, or technical text 

based on specific information 

in the text. 

W.5.2. Write 

informative/explanatory texts 

to examine a topic and convey 

ideas and information clearly.  

 

W.5.4. Produce clear and 

coherent writing in which the 

development and organization 

are appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience.  

 

W.5.5. With guidance and 

support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing 

as needed by planning, 

revising, editing, rewriting, or 

trying a new approach. 

 

Students will practice 

completing RSTs. 

Lesson 7: The Technology-

Enhanced Constructed 

Response  

Lesson 8: Practice 

Completing the Research 

Simulation Task  

 

Writing PARCC RST Lessons 

 Research Simulation 

Tasks 

Lesson 5: Drafting the Prose 

Constructed Response 

Outline  

Lesson 6: Writing Quality 

Body Paragraphs  

Lesson 7: Practice 

Completing the Prose 

Constructed Response  

Lesson 8: Writing 

Advanced-Proficient Prose 

Constructed Responses  

 

Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be attended to 

by all instructional leaders.  Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to support this 

learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered. Additional safety 

precautions will be made along with additional staff so all student can fully participate in the standards associated with this curriculum. 

 

ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA - 

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  

 

Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will be 

reviewed to determine support this may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to UDL, 

time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations.  More time and will be made available with a certified instructor to aid students in 

reaching the standards. 

 

https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/06%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%206_Body%20Paragraph.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/06%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%206_Body%20Paragraph.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 

complexity of the reading and writing requirements.  This will include allowing more opportunities to demonstrate creativity and allow for student 

choice. 

English Language Learners 

● Shorten assignments to 

focus on mastery of key 

concepts. 

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Develop and post routines 

● Label classroom materials 

● Word walls 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

●  Provide audiotapes of 

textbooks and have the 

student follow the text 

while listening 

● Allow students to use a 

dual language dictionary 

Special Education 

● Support for word 

processing may be 

provided 

● More time for word 

processing may be 

provided 

● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations 

delineated in the student’s 

IEP 

● Work with 

paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches that provide 

helpful visual, auditory, 

and tactile reinforcement 

of ideas. 

● Work with a partner 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

● Provide extra time to 

complete assignments. 

● Adjust the pace of lessons 

 

 

At-Risk 

● Assignment on word 

processing software may 

be may be shortened 

● Using visual 

demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify 

instructions by modeling 

what the student is 

expected to do 

● Instructions may be printed 

out in large print and hung 

up for the student to see 

during the time of the 

lesson. 

● Review behavior 

expectations and adjust for 

personal space or other 

behaviors as needed. 

● Oral prompts can be given. 

Gifted and Talented 

● Students may identify 

additional primary sources to 

use in their work 

● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking skills 

● Adjusting the pace of lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

 

Integration of 21st Century Standards NJSLS 9: 

9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular 

activities for use in a career. 



Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Social Studies: 

6.1.8.B.2.a Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and regional identities of the colonies. 

6.1.8.D.1.b Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American groups began a cultural transformation.   
Integration of Technology Standards NJSLS 8: 

8.1.5.A.2 Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

 


