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York Preparatory Academy
1047 Golden Gate Court,
Rock Hill, South Carolina 29732
Office: 803.324.4400
Fax: 866.496.2083
Web: www.yorkprepsc.org
Algebra I Fall 2016 Syllabus
Teacher: Diana Smith




Room: 123
Planning Period:  2nd   Block



Email: Diana.Smith@yorkprepsc.org
Extra Help:   Monday – Thursday afternoons 3:25 – 4:25 
Please review this information and have your parent/guardian sign and return the syllabus by Thursday August 18, 2016.
Course Description:

This course focuses on basic algebra skills in the real number system such as solving equations, polynomials, factoring, ratios, functions, linear equations, systems of linear equations, inequalities and quadratic functions.  Strategies will include basic problem solving skills, applications, graphical and tabular displays of information.  A state End of Course Test will be given at the end of the course that will count as 20% of the final grade.
Recommended Materials:  To successfully complete this course, you will need:
· Textbook: Algebra 1. Glencoe, 2012.

· Notebook: 1-inch or 1.5-inch binder that will be used for math only and a pack of dividers.

· Pencils

· Paper: An ample supply of loose-leaf notebook paper.

· Calculator with add, subtract, multiply, divide and square root functions; a graphing calculator will be available for use in class once the permission slip is returned
· Graph paper and colored pencils
· Dry Erase marker (for student use) and a cleaned, old sock to erase
Grading Policies:

Grading Scale –   A = 90 -100   ♦   B = 80 - 89   ♦   C = 70 - 79   ♦   D = 60 -69   ♦   F = 59 or Below

Nine Weeks Grades are configured as follows:


Semester Grade is configured as follows:

Tests
50%
          Nine Weeks............................................40%

Quizzes
25%
          Nine Weeks............................................40%
Homework 
25%
          Final Exam (State End-of-Course Exam)20%
Make up Work:

If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed.  You must make up missing work within five (5) days of returning back to school.  Students will make up tests or quizzes during after school tutoring.  You must check with me in order to schedule a time to make up any test or quiz.  It’s very important to get your work made up as quickly as possible.  Failure to make up work will result in you receiving a zero (0) for the assignment. Missing assignments can be found on the class echalk page and in PowerSchool.
A grade of ‘1’ and indicator of ‘missing’ will be given in PowerSchool for any assignment that you are allowed to make up. If you do not make up the assignment within the allowed time, you will receive a ZERO.

EXPECTATIONS for Homework

Homework is an essential part of learning. Teachers use homework to offer students practice on recently learned content, preparation for new content that will be learned in future class periods, or elaboration and extension of rehearsed content. YPA recognizes that homework for daily practice and preparation is best used as a formative assessment to give students feedback on their learning and to inform instruction. It is not intended to be a summative assessment of mastery. Daily work such as homework, guided practice, classwork, warm-ups, class activities, and exit slips must be turned in on time as these are formative assessments that are designed to determine mastery of skills and guide instructional decisions.

Expectations for Student Behavior
· All York Preparatory Academy rules will be enforced (Dress Code, Tardy, Cell Phone, etc.).

· Respect the teacher, other people, and school property at all times.

· Report to class on time, in the proper attire, and with cell phone turned off.

· Raise your hand and be recognized by the teacher before speaking or leaving your seat.

· Bring your textbook, notebook, and materials (paper, pencils, and calculator) to class daily.
· Be in your seat and working on the daily Warm-Up, with homework out, before the tardy bell rings.  Stay in your seat at all times.

· Take notes, participate in classroom discussions, and ask questions for clarity.

· No food allowed in the classroom. Only water is permitted (not flavored water or other drinks as they can leave a sticky mess).
· Calculators need to be returned prior to the end of the block and desks should be neat before leaving.

· Make an ATTEMPT at all activities, be willing to contribute, do not call out answers.

· Ask relevant questions! Save random questions for after class (
Plagiarism Policy

Plagiarism is defined as using another person’s ideas or creative work without giving credit to that person. Plagiarism includes: 

· paraphrasing information from a source without referencing the source

· copying and pasting internet information, graphics, or media into your work without citing the source

· using or copying someone else’s homework or buying papers or research you did not do and turning it in as if you had done the work yourself

· not putting quotation marks around parts of sources you copy exactly

Your choice to plagiarize will result in a zero on the assignment and possible discipline referral. 

Bathroom Policy
Bathroom and water fountain needs should be taken care of between classes.  There will be no bathroom visits during the first 20 or last 20 minutes of class, or during teacher instruction.  Only emergency situations are allowed to go to the bathroom. Make up for time lost for bathroom breaks will be during student lunch.
Keys to Success

· You must listen, take notes, and complete the investigations and homework each day.  We work every day in Algebra I.  There are no free days.  Complete homework, SHOWING ALL WORK, every night with consistent effort. We will correct homework in class and if your work is not shown you will not learn from your mistakes and may make the same mistake on an upcoming quiz/test. 

· Keep up with notes and examples (study your notes and examples daily in addition to homework).

· Your best effort is required in class daily.  Stay focused on the task at hand. 

· Take advantage of the resources available to you (I post notes and other resources on our class echalk page).
Your success depends on your effort and the choices you make.

Please remember that I am here to help you, so do not hesitate to ask questions.  If you need extra help, I am available before school and after school as long as I know that you are coming.  I look forward in helping you succeed in this class!  Have a great semester at YPA!!

-Ms. Smith
Algebra I Syllabus
Fall 2016
Ms. Smith, we, Parent/Guardian & Student, have read the Algebra I course information, and classroom policies and procedures, which will be in effect in this class during this semester.  If we have any questions, we will let you know promptly.

Student Name 

(Print): 






Signature: 





Date:
 






Parent/Guardian Name

(Print): 






Signature: 






Date:







Phone Number(s)





Best times to call





E-mail Address(es) – Home/Work 



*Parents:  If you have an e-mail address, please write it above.  E-mail is a wonderful way for us to stay in touch.  Thank you!

Comments:

Please feel free to share anything you think I need to know about your child in order to help them be successful this semester.
Calculator Agreement

I, ________________________, am responsible for the TINspire calculator number ________________________  .   I promise to take care of the calculator while it is in my possession.  If I harm the calculator in any manner, I will pay the cost of the calculator ($195).  I will make sure that I return the calculator unharmed to the docking station before leaving class.  
Student Signature___________________________   Date___________
Parent Signature____________________________   Date___________
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