
Urban Academy Charter School 

School Board Meeting 

February 28, 2022 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 

 

MINUTES 

 

Board Members:               Ex-Officio Members:             Advisory Members: 

Melissa Jensen Mongsher Ly  Luis Brown-Pena 

Tamara Mattison  Ralph Elliott 

Fong Lor   

Nancy Smith   

Caley Long   

Yu Yin Liao   

 Ronsoie Xiong   

 Chao Yang   
 

Staff and Guests Attending: 

 Tu Nguyen   

 Wendy Swanson Choi   

 Harold Lang   

 Clint Hughes   

 Joe Thompson   

   

   

 

Meeting called to order by Melissa Jensen, Board Chair at 4:33 PM via Zoom 

 

Acceptance of Agenda  

Corrections made: none 

Board Motion: Approve the agenda 

Board Member motioning to approving agenda: Smith 

Board Member seconding the motion: Lor 

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 

 

Conflict of Interest 

None to report  

 

Approval of Jan 24 2022 Minutes 

Board Motion: to approve the minutes 

Board Member motioning to approve the minutes: Xiong 

Board Member seconding the motion: Yang 

Discussion:  none  

Unanimously approved 

 

Reports/Presentation 

 

Tu Nguyen from NEO: thank you to the board and to Dr. Ly, as well as teachers and staff. Congrats for 

making MDE’s High Quality School list! Expansion Replication Grant opportunity: is there any way we 

can tap into that funding? Possibility around middle school expansion 

 



Wendy Swanson Choi: congratulations to UA on securing MDE’s recognition; NEO is here for support on 

grant opportunity 

 

Tu Nguyen presented Performance Framework for UA 2019-2024, based on our shared contract with NEO. 

UA is over 70% for overall score on renewal framework, which would put us in line for a 5-year renewal 

from NEO. See Google Document for full report.  

 

Board Member Reports/Ex-Officio Member Presentations: 

 

Board Chair, Melissa Jensen: None 

Treasurer, Tamara Mattison: See snapshot for January financials 

Superintendent, Dr. Ly: 

 

ADMINISTRATION DUTIES: 

• ADM:  478.82 

 

OPERATIONS: 

 

General: 

• NEO Annual Site Visit is on Thursday, February 10th went very well with Jean Neuman and Anita 

Dualeh (may of broken a record time of 1 hour) 

• UA received the 2022 recognition eligibility charter school expansion grant: 

 

Congratulations – your school has met the qualifications to be on the Initial Eligibility list 
to apply for a Spring 2022 significant expansion/replication Charter Schools Program 
(CSP) grant. Please note that an applicant must meet all eligibility criteria noted in the 
“Charter Schools Program (CSP) Significant Expansion or Replication Grant Opportunity 
Spring 2022 Instructions document” to be eligible to apply. 

  

This initial eligibility list was based off the schools that met the criteria noted in the 2022 High-
Quality Charter School Comprehensive Performance Framework (CPF). Twenty-Two of 
Minnesota’s charter schools met the criteria under the CPF. The attached Method & 
Process document provides the details. The initial list of eligible schools for 2022 is also attached. 
Of the 22 identified schools, none has an active CSP grant award. 

 

Staffing:  

• Begin the recruiting/posting for FY23 – 2 EL teachers, Gen Ed, Middle School Science, 

Technology 

• Hired a 3rd Special Ed teacher (Lisa Walker-Westphal)  

• Hired a Special Ed paraprofessional (Eh Mu Paw) 

 

 

Facility:   

• Bleachers to be installed in the gym towards the end of July 

 

 

COVID19: 

• Mask mandate at Urban Academy – will always follow CDC and MDH requirements 

• Staff and student COVID testing continue, weekly on Wednesdays 

 

 

School Calendar/Events: 

• Spring Break:  April 4-8 

• Last Day of School (students:  6/10) and (teachers: 6/13) 

• Summer School June 20 – July 15 



 

 

ACADEMICS: 

 

• Math Team and Reading Team doing a full curriculum review – will give proposal to revamp the 

curriculum to adjust to time loss/instruction and schoolwide consistency. 

• MCA prep and reviews is in progress for several weeks.  MCA testing begins in a month. 

• Plan is to have Summer School, but it will be dependent on COVID19 

 

BUDGET/FINANCE DISCUSSIONS: 
• Revision will be for the March meeting 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH/DONATIONS: 

 

• Determining what “Junior Achievement” will look like this spring with JA and Securian staff 

members. 

• Invited to attend the Highland Park Council meeting at 7:00pm to being a new partnership with 

the council ~ Bike for Kids drive. 

 

 

CHARTER SCHOOL LEGISLATION NEWS: 

• $9.3 MN Budget surplus – % to public education? 

 

BOARD BUSINESS: 

• Annual review for board training will be due; Rod Haenke will provide instructional videos and 

will provide a brief presentation this spring  

• Board retreat: possibility to conduct a board assessment (how we are doing and where we are 

going), charter school operations  

 

Motion: to approve the board member reports  

Board member motioning to approve the board member reports:  

Board member seconding the motion:  

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 

Board Consent Agenda:  

Motion: to approve the board consent agenda  

Board member motioning to approve the board consent agenda:  

Board member seconding the motion:  

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 

Old Business:  

• None 

 

New Business: 

• Back at Madden’s—weekend of July 22 – 24, 2022 

 

Open Public Comments (Limited to 2 minutes) 

• None 

 



Board Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 5:15 PM  

Board Member motioning to approve to adjourn the meeting:  

Board member seconding the motion:  

Unanimously approved 

Meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM  

 

Next board meeting March 21, 2022 at 4:30 p.m.    


