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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  REGULAR MEETING  

EDGEMONT UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Edgemont Junior-Senior High School LGI 

October 27, 2015 

8:15 P.M. 

                                                      

Board president David M. C. Stern, vice-president Anish Nanavaty, Board members,  

Michael Bianchi, David Chao, Jennifer Darger, Jonathan Faust, and Brian Yarrington 

were present.  Superintendent Victoria S. Kniewel and Assistant Superintendent  

Susan Shirken, District Clerk Rosemary DeVito, Jennifer Allen, Devan Ganeshananthan, 

Jennifer Johnson, and Joseph Schippa, also attended.  There were 15 community 

members present.   

 

I. CALL TO ORDER               

Board president David M. C. Stern called the meeting to order at 7:06 P.M.  

 

At 7:06 P.M. Anish Nanavaty made a motion to adjourn the public meeting and to 

begin Executive Session to discuss special education students, personnel, and 

legal matters.  David Chao seconded the motion and the motion was approved 

unanimously. 

 

At 8:15 P.M. Jonathan Faust made a motion to readjourn to public session.  

Michael Bianchi seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETING 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes for 

October 13, 2015.  Anish Nanavaty seconded the motion.  Jonathan Faust 

abstained and the motion was approved as follows:  

6 Ayes       0 Nays   1 Abstention.      

 

III. APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 

Anish Nanavaty made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for 

September 2015.  Brian Yarrington seconded the motion and the motion was 

approved unanimously. 

 

IV. RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY 

David M. C. Stern welcomed everyone to tonight’s board meeting and 

acknowledged the various community groups in attendance. 
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V. ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS 

Jonathan Faust made a motion to accept the gifts from the Edgemont PTA and the 

Edgemont PTSA as listed with great appreciation.  Jennifer Darger seconded the 

motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

 Edgemont PTA:   

$1,000.00 requested for First Grade Field Trips, Philipsburg Manor  

           and Tarrytown Music Hall 

Seely Place School 

 

RESOLUTION  

15-224 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts, with great appreciation, a donation in the amount 

of $1,000.00 from the Edgemont PTA requested for First Grade Field Trips to 

Philipsburg Manor and Tarrytown Music Hall, Seely Place School. 

 

 Edgemont PTSA:  $4,310.00 

$2,810.00 requested for Digital Sign 

$1,500.00 requested for Senior Forum 

 

RESOLUTION  

15-225 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts, with great appreciation, a donation in the amount 

of $4,310.00 from the Edgemont PTSA requested for a Digital Sign and for 

Senior Forum, Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School. 

 

David M. C. Stern said he is appreciative to the PTA and the PTSA for their 

support of our students.  He said this is part of what makes our school work so 

well.   

 

Devan Ganeshananthan said that the digital sign will be displayed inside the front 

entrance of the high school and will be used to display student art work, 

photography, and PTSA announcements. 
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VI.    SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

 Community Use of School Facilities Policy First Reading Victoria 

         Kniewel 

 Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) Policy     First Reading Victoria 

      Kniewel 

 Facilities Planning: Change Orders Policy First Reading Victoria  

         Kniewel 

 

Victoria Kniewel said that of the three policies to be discussed tonight, two are 

existing and one is new.  She explained that there will be three public meetings 

before the board votes on the approval of any policy. 

 

Victoria began with a presentation of a revised Community Use of School 

Facilities Policy #4140.  She said that the purpose of this policy is to create a 

consistent process for use of buildings and grounds and to limit liability. 

 

A lengthy discussion on the policy’s General Principles, Permitted and Prohibited 

Uses, Requests for Use, and Conditions of Use ensued among board members.  

Additional language clarification was the consensus of the board.  The board 

agreed that the application for the use of facilities should be amended for clarity. 

 

The second policy that was discussed was the Family Educational Rights and 

Privacy Act Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment or FERPA #7160.  This 

policy was first presented as a revised policy on April 23, 2013 and adopted one 

month later.  Victoria said that the purpose of FERPA is to protect students’ rights 

by ensuring that educational records are kept private.   

 

A lengthy discussion on the policy’s Access to, Correction, and Release of 

Student Records and the Utilization of and Consent to Surveys and Examinations 

or Screenings Administered to Students (Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment) 

ensued among board members.  Additional language clarification was the 

consensus of the board.  The board agreed that the release form should be 

modified for clarity, especially regarding “opt out” decisions. 

 

The third policy brought before the board for the first time was the Approval of 

Change Orders During Capital Improvement Projects #4150.  David M. C. Stern 

said that the internal auditors recommended that the district have a policy in place 

for change orders during capital improvement projects to use as a guide.   

 

A lengthy discussion on this policy ensued.  The board suggested that language 

clarification is still needed. 

 

Jonathan Faust took on the responsibility of editing the policies as discussed for 

the next board meeting on Tuesday, November 10, 2015. 
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Victoria Kniewel asked the board to approve Personnel Items A.1. through A.8.       

 

Brian Yarrington  made a motion to approve the Personnel Items as listed above 

by the Superintendent of Schools.  Jennifer Darger seconded the motion and the 

motion was approved unanimously.      

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS   

  A. Personnel   

1. Salary Adjustment and Stipend 

1.1 Victoria Osborne, Secretary to Chief School Officer, 

  Central Office 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-226 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves a $500 salary adjustment and a $500 stipend for  

Victoria Osborne, Secretary to Chief School Officer, Central Office, for the  

2015-2016 school year.  The adjusted salary is $70,009.  

  

2.  Maria Denet, Office Assistant, 

  Greenville School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-227 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of Maria Denet to the 

twelve-month position of Office Assistant effective November 9, 2015.   

Ms. Denet’s salary will be pro-rated at Step 2, $42,778.  This permanent 

appointment is subject to the satisfactory completion of a fifty-two week 

probationary period that will end on November 9, 2016. 
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3.  Change in Appointment, Substitute Teacher 

3.1 Jill Hyman, Three-day Substitute Teacher,  

Greenville School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-228 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves a change in the appointment for Jill Hyman, 

from Per diem Substitute Teacher, District-Wide to Three-day Substitute Teacher, 

Greenville School, at a salary of $100 per day, not to exceed nineteen days in a 

calendar month, effective November 9, 2015 and for the remainder of the  

2015-2016 school year.     

 

4.  Change in Appointments, Four-day Substitute Teachers, 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-229 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves a change in appointments for the Four-day 

Substitute Teachers listed below, at a salary of $100 per day, not to exceed 

nineteen days in a calendar month, effective October 28, 2015 and for the 

remainder of the 2015-2016 school year:     

 

4.1 Andrew Adler, Greenville School 

4.2 Thomas Darby, Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School 

4.3 Caralyn Feder, Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School 

4.4 Daniel Mahoney, Seely Place School 

4.5 Naoko Wach, Seely Place School 

4.6 Peggy Zapitis, Seely Place School 

 

5.  Diane Brennan, Per diem Substitute Teacher, (Reappointment) 

Seely Place School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-230 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the reappointment of Diane Brennan, Per diem 

Substitute Teacher, Seely Place School, during the 2015-2016 school year at a 

salary of $100 per day for each day worked, effective October 28, 2015. 
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6. Resignation 

6.1 Rosemarie Cipriano, Per diem Substitute Teacher, 

  Greenville School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-231 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts the resignation of Rosemarie Cipriano, Per diem 

Substitute Teacher, effective October 15, 2015.   

 

7.  Producer for Student Productions, 

  Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School 

7.1 Deborah Hollander 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-232 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of the following individual as 

Producer for the following student productions for the 2015-2016 school year: 

   

          Stipend 

      Deborah Hollander  Junior High School Musical  $1,500 

      Deborah Hollander  Major Dramatic Production  $1,000 

 

8.  Debate Judges, 2015-2016 School Year, 

  Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-233 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of the following individuals as 

Debate Judges for the 2015-2016 school year at the rate of $100 per competition 

day and $50 per travel day: 

 

8.1 Phil Samuels-Associate Director of Debate at the University of Texas 

Dallas 

8.2 Joseph LeDuc-Graduate Student Union Theological Seminar, Former 

Debater at Wake Forest 

8.3 Vikram Kohli-Undergraduate at Northwestern and former EHS Alum 

8.4 Taylor Roth-Former Debater at Lakeland High School, Accountant at 

PriceWaterhouse Cooper 

8.5 Sydney Pasquinelli-Assistant Debate Coach and PhD Student at the  

University of Pittsburgh 
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Victoria Kniewel asked the board to approve services for Student #1842.     

 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve Student Services for Student #1842 as 

listed by Pupil Personnel Services.  Jonathan Faust seconded the motion.   

David M. C. Stern recused himself and the motion was approved as follows:   

6 Ayes     0 Nays     1 Recusal           

 

David Chao made a motion to approve Student Services for Student #1520, 

Student #1852, Student #1496, and Student #1853 as listed by Pupil Personnel 

Services.  Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved 

unanimously.   

 

B. Students      

 1. Programs/Services for five (5) CSE students 

   (CSE meetings held during the month of October 2015)   

         

RESOLUTION 

15-234 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Committee on Special 

Education, the Board of Education arranges for the programs and services as 

recommended for the five (5) CSE students who had their CSE meeting during 

the month of October 2015. 

 

Victoria Kniewel asked the board to approve Business Items C.1. through C.3. as 

listed. 

 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve Business Items C.1 through C.3 as 

listed by the Superintendent of Schools.  Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and 

the motion was approved unanimously.      

 

 C.    Business  

1. Approval of Budget Amendment for 2015-2016  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-235 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Edgemont Union-Free School District budget for the 2015-2016 school year 

be amended to reflect the receipt of $8,069.73.    
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2. Approval of Budget Transfers  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-236 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the following budget transfers: 

 

          FROM              TO AMOUNT 

1. A2250 471 00 0000 A2250 470 00 0000 

 

 

Tuition-Residential Tuition-Private $61,723 

    

2. A2110 408 00  0000 A2110 120 03 0000 

 

 

 

Music Consultants DW Instr. Salaries 1-6 SP $20,500 

    

3. A2110 408 00 0000 A2110 120 02 0000 

 

 

 

Music Consultants DW Instr. Salaries 1-6 GR $20,500 

     

 

3. Authorization to Approve Agreement for Consultant Services 

  Shelly Klein, New Directions for Excellence  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-237 

RESOLVED:  That the Board of Education authorizes Victoria Kniewel to enter 

into an Agreement for Consultant Services for the 2015-2016 school year with 

Shelly Klein, New Directions for Excellence, not to exceed $15,000 for the school 

year. 

 

David M. C. Stern announced the next public board meeting to be held on 

November 10, 2015 and November 24, 2015 followed by December 8, 2015.  
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VIII. SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS  

   

   11/10/15 Board of Education Regular Meeting 7 P.M.* 

 Executive Session before Regular Meeting 

 Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School LGI 

 

   11/24/15 Board of Education Regular Meeting 7 P.M.* 

 Executive Session before Regular Meeting 

 Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School LGI 

 

   12/08/15 Board of Education Regular Meeting 7 P.M.* 

 Executive Session before Regular Meeting 

 Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School LGI 

 

* Please note that all regularly scheduled evening Board meetings will be called 

to order at 7 P.M. in the Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School Library.  There will then 

be an immediate adjournment to Executive Session with a readjournment to 

public session in the LGI at 8:15 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




