
PBIS QUESTION 
What is active supervision?  

• Active supervision is a proactive approach used in school settings to monitor a sizable area in order to 

ensure student safety and reduce problem behaviors.  

• It is most commonly used in non-classroom settings such as a hallway, cafeteria or playground since 

these types of settings often have less adult direction and supervision. However, it may also be used in 

a classroom setting such as when students are working in small groups. 

• By scanning and moving around the area while interacting with the students, staff members support and 

reinforce appropriate behavior and correct inappropriate behavior.  

 

What ages does active supervision work best with?  

Active supervision has been found to succeed with any age of children from preschool up through high school age. 

At the secondary level active supervision has been found to be especially effective at reducing lost instructional 

minutes due to student tardies. 

 

What environments are best for using active supervision?  

Active supervision is a strategy most commonly utilized in non-classroom/common areas where behavior 
problems frequently occur. Contained within the SWIS data chart below, are all SCSD #1 Office Discipline 

Referrals (ODRs) that occurred from August 1, 2018 to January 29, 2019 in a common area. The common 

areas reported include hallways, playgrounds, cafeterias, bus zones, bathrooms, common areas, parking lots, 

locker rooms, and stadiums.  

 

 
 
To determine if active supervision is a strategy that may be beneficial in your individual school setting, 

complete a SWIS drill down by following the steps below. If you need assistance don’t hesitate to ask. 

 

1 1

25 24

0
12

0

35

235

89

24

6 9

39

0

50

100

150

200

250

School

1

School

2

School

3

School

4

School

5

School

6

School

7

School

8

School

9

School

10

School

11

School

12

School

13

School

14

ODRs in Common Areas

ODRs in Common Areas



2 

1. From the SWIS Dashboard click on View Reports. 
    

 

2. Select Core Reports – Location 

 

 
 

3. Select  

o Start 8/1/18 – End 1/29/19 
o Referral Type - Major   

o Show Values on the Graph 

o Only Show Locations With Data 

Generate  

 

What are the fundamental elements of active supervision?  

Move, Interact, Scan 

Moving Effectively – When supervising circulate among students. 

• Continuous movement 

• Proximity with students 

• Ransom and unpredictable 

• Move close to noncompliant students or trouble areas 

• Demonstrate an interest in students 

  
Interact Frequently - while moving and scanning, you should also frequently interact with students  

• Communicates care, trust, and respect, and helps build relationships 

• Creates positive climate and increases likelihood of accepting correction if needed  

• Teacher behavior remains the same when teaching, encouraging, or addressing problem behavior 

• Include proximity, listening, eye contact, smiles, pleasant voice tone, touch, and use of student 

names  

• Use a continuum of responses to address inappropriate behaviors, including proximity and touch 

control, signals and nonverbal cues, and reteaching  

• Provide precorrection, noncontingent attention, and specific positive feedback 

  

     Scan Efficiently - Frequently and intentionally look around at students  

• Look students in the eye  

• Visually sweep all areas of the setting/room while looking directly at students nearest you  
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• In a classroom, if working with individuals or small groups, position yourself so as to scan the entire 

room or get up and scan occasionally  

 

What elements of active supervision should a PBIS/AMP Team or administrator 

appraise? 
Does the supervisor? 

• move through all areas under their assigned supervision 

• achieve close proximity with most students present in the area being supervised 

• appear to scan more distant areas being supervised 

• initiate prosocial contact with students engaged in appropriate behaviors 

• have more positive interactions with students than corrective, instructional, or negative 

interactions (4 to 1) 

• consistently use a system of positive reinforcement to 

acknowledge appropriate student behavior 

• know common area behavioral rules and expectations? Does 

the supervisor reteach common area behavioral rules and 

expectations to students as needed 

• correct or provide consequences for inappropriate student 

behavior quickly and consistently 

• use a calm, controlled, business-like and respectful voice when 

correcting inappropriate student behavior  

• recognize and acknowledge student cooperation when the 

student is compliant during correction of an inappropriate behavior 
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