
 DUC 
 

Duc is now in his 4
th

 year at Notre Dame High School.  Though he comes from a large 

city in Viet Nam, he has grown to enjoy what he describes as a “peaceful environment” 

in his adopted home of Bethlehem, PA.  Duc smiles when he shares that “I have met 

many nice people here”.   

 

When he first arrived as a Freshman, his desire was to become fluent in English. 

Recently, he remarked that he has reached his desired level of proficiency in English, and 

is proud of this accomplishment.  An important added bonus is that he feels that his Notre 

Dame experience has “changed” him.  He has become more confident in many ways, 

particularly in his social interactions.   

 

In his Freshmen and Sophomore years, ELL class helped to lay a good foundation for 

academic and social success – the cultural discussions and explanation of school events 

prepared him to succeed in his Junior and Senior classes.  In particular, Duc is 

enthusiastic about his Political Science class, where the excitement and expertise shared 

by his teacher helped him to understand and appreciate the American political system.  

His Physics teacher, Mr. Wakeman, has impressed Duc with his practical approach to 

teaching Physics, along with his skillful teaching of solid theory.  Duc comments that his 

teachers are approachable and helpful. 

 

In his spare time, he enjoys reading, listening to music, watching movies, and playing the 

guitar.  When he graduates from Notre Dame, he would like to study International 

Business and TV/Film Studies to further his career goal of creating special effects for 

movies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   NHI 

 

Nhi, a native of Viet Nam, took advantage of the opportunity to live with a relative in the 

area so that she could attend Notre Dame High School.  Her intentions were to study hard 

and improve her English skills.  She shares that her experience in Notre Dame’s program 

for International students has been enriching academically and culturally.  Nhi is 

enthusiastic about the friendliness of Notre Dame students and is grateful that she has 

“learned a lot from them”. 

 

Nhi’s natural talent for excellence in Math and Science has been heightened by the 

teaching techniques utilized by her Math teacher, Mrs. Mintzer.  Nhi claims that Mrs. 

Mintzer’s patience, her thorough explanations of concepts, and extensive use of 

technology have made learning easy.  Mr. Wakeman, her Physics teacher, has given her 

insight and helped her to make important connections between science and spirituality.  

Nhi asserts that his approachability and friendliness encourage her to ask questions and to 

employ critical thinking skills. 

 

In her spare time, Nhi enjoys playing the harmonica, playing piano, and listening to 

music.  She plans to earn a Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration, and hopes to 

pursue a career that will help others in her native country.  She feels that she is being 

well-prepared at Notre Dame to achieve this goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHAYANON  
 

Chayanon came to the United States from Thailand to improve his English skills.  He 

believes that the best way become proficient in any language is to be immersed in the 

culture.  When a good friend highly recommended Notre Dame, he knew that he had 

found the right place to achieve his goal. 

 

He has learned how to improve his writing skills in ELL class, and appreciates the 

patience and respectfulness his teacher Mrs. Blasco extends to all the students.  In PSE 

class, he learned the value of study techniques and that teachers are willing to give extra 

help when needed.   

 

Host family activities are a source of enjoyment for Chayanon.  He likes to prepare food 

and take pictures with his American family.  One of his favorite memories with them was 

a trip to New York City. 

 

Chayanon is creative in both music and art.  An avid drummer, he is a member of a band 

in his native Thailand.  He and his Thai friends also enjoyed creating films, and he plans 

to create a film with his new friends at Notre Dame.  In his spare time, Chayanon also 

enjoys playing basketball or just talking with friends. 

 

When he graduates from Notre Dame, he plans to study Computer Engineering, and 

would like to be employed by an American company to learn his trade.  He would 

eventually like to return to his country to use his skills to work for his family’s computer 

company.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 TIENCHEN 

 

Tienchen wanted to study in America because he thought it would be a fun and exciting 

experience.  He acknowledges that although he is enjoying the cultural experience at 

Notre Dame, he must work very hard to excel academically.  

 

He is grateful for teachers like his French teacher, Mr. Gowey, who is friendly and 

patient, and seems to understand the challenges of learning in another language.  

Tienchen’s Chemistry  teacher, Mrs. Thompson, makes learning fun and has inspired him 

to join Notre Dame’s Greenhouse Club.  His membership in the club has afforded him the 

opportunity to build friendships with American students, and to learn about the 

environment and gardening. 

 

Tienchen enjoys playing the flute, and has played in Notre Dame’s concert band for 2 

years.  He believes that music transcends cultural differences and gives students the 

opportunity to work together creatively.  Tienchen also enjoys spending time with his 

host family on vacations and going on sightseeing trips to places like Washington, D.C. 

 

When he graduates from Notre Dame, Tienchen plans to major in Chemistry at Cornell 

University.  Armed with the English skills and the academics he learned at Notre Dame, 

he aspires to work for an American company in China. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


