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March 3, 2017 
 
Dear Pearl River Families, 
 
Recently school districts across the state received letters issued jointly from New York State’s Attorney 
General, Eric Schneiderman, and New York’s Commissioner of Education, MaryEllen Elia (see links below).  
The purpose of the letters was to clarify New York State’s position and the obligations of school officials to 
ensure the safety of all students, in particular as it concerns immigrant children, and transgender children.  
 
The Pearl River School District firmly believes that all children must be provided with a safe and welcoming 
place to learn.  I want to give my assurance that as a school community we take this message seriously, and 
perhaps as importantly, we take this message to heart.  The safety and welcome of all students is our first 
duty to children and families.     
 
We will continue to do our utmost to protect all of our students from any form of harassment, discrimination, 
or intimidation.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Attorney General Schneiderman and NYSED Commissioner Elia Issue Joint Statement Regarding 
Transgender Students  
 
 
Attorney General Schneiderman and NYSED Commissioner Elia Issue Joint Statement Regarding 
Immigrant Students 
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Marco F. Pochintesta 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
 
 
March 3, 2017 
 
 
Queridas Familias de Pearl River,  
 
Recientemente, los distritos escolares de todo el estado recibieron cartas emitidas conjuntamente por el 
Attorney General de Nueva York, Eric Schneiderman, y la Comisionada de Educación de Nueva York, 
MaryEllen Elia (ver cartas abajo). El propósito de las cartas era aclarar la posición del Estado de Nueva York 
y las obligaciones de los oficiales escolares de garantizar la seguridad de todos los estudiantes, en particular 
los niños inmigrantes y los niños transgéneros. 
 
El Distrito Escolar de Pearl River cree firmemente que todos los niños deben tener un lugar seguro y 
acogedor para aprender. Quiero dar mi seguridad de que como comunidad escolar tomamos este mensaje 
en serio. La seguridad y la bienvenida de todos los estudiantes son nuestras primeras deberes hacia los 
niños y las familias. 
 
Continuaremos haciendo todo lo posible para proteger a todos nuestros estudiantes de cualquier forma de 
acoso, discriminación o intimidación. 
 
 
Sinceramente, 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Attorney General Schneiderman and NYSED Commissioner Elia Issue Joint Statement Regarding 
Transgender Students  
 
 
Attorney General Schneiderman and NYSED Commissioner Elia Issue Joint Statement Regarding 
Immigrant Students 
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