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5-Basic Principles of the Constitution 
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Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and
independence, and every power, jurisdiction and
right, which is not by this confederation expressly
delegated to the United States, in Congress
assembled.

— Article Il, Articles of Confederation

The powers not delegated to the United States by
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the
states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to
the people.

— 10th amendment, United States Constitution

The purpose of each of these provisions is to

(1) determine the division of power between state
and central governments

(2) create a process for allowing amendments

(3) grant the central government power to
control the states

(4) limit the power of the executive branch
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The Preamble of the Constitution demonstrates

that the writers believed that sovereignty belongs
to the

(1) federal government  (3) president
(2) state governments (4) people
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The term federalism is best defined as

(1) the process of amending a constitution

(2) the power of the courts to determine the
constitutionality of laws

(3) a republican form of government with no
hereditary ruler

(4) the division of power between the states and
the national government
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Which headline would be considered an example
of the unwritten constitution?
(1) “President Nixon Vetoes War Powers Act”

(2) “Congress Approves President Reagan’s Tax
Cuts”

(3) “Congress Votes to Impeach President Bill
Clinton”

(4) “President Obama Names Hillary Clinton to
Cabinet”
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We the people of the United States, in order
to form a more perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare,
and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves
and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution for the United States of America.

— Preamble to the United States Constitution

In this pa

age, the authors are stating that

(1) both men and women should have equal
voting rights

(2) state governments created the United States
government

(3) sovereignty belongs to the people of the nation

(4) people obtain their rights from their monarch
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To prevent tyranny, the authors of the
Constitution drew on Montesquieu’s concept of
(1) religious liberty

(2) universal suffrage

(3) separation of powers

(4) supremacy of the nobility
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National
Government

1

Local
Governments

89,004

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
2012 Census of Governments:
Organization Component
Preliminary Estimates

Which constitutional principle is best illustrated
by the chart?

(1) federalism (3) due process

(2) implied powers (4) property rights
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Which presidential action is an example of the
use of the unwritten constitution?

(1) signing a law passed by Congress
(2) calling a meeting of the cabinet

(3) ordering the navy to patrol the Persian Gulf
(4) nominating a federal court judge
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The major benefit of having the elastic clause in
the United States Constitution is that it

(1) allows the government to respond to
changing conditions
(2) protects the rights of racial minorities

(3) prevents one branch of government from
becoming too powerful
(4) establishes a postal service
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Which headline illustrates the use of the
unwritten constitution?

(1) “Washington Establishes a Cabinet”
“House Votes to Impeach Andrew Johnson”

(2)
(3) “Senate Rejects the Treaty of Versailles”
(4)

“President Nominates John Roberts for Supreme
Court”
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Which presidential action is an example of the
use of the unwritten constitution?

(1) holding a cabinet meeting at the White House

(2) submitting a treaty to the Senate for
ratification

(3) nominating an ambassador to France

(4) vetoing a bill passed by Congress
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Which statement most accurately describes
federalism?

(1) The judicial branch of government has more
power than the other two branches.

(2) The president and vice president divide
executive power.

(3) Power is divided between the national
government and the states.

(4) Power is shared between the two houses of
Congress.
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The establishment of the president’s cabinet as
part of the United States government was the
result of a

(1) law passed by Congress
(2) constitutional amendment

(3) precedent started by George Washington
(4) ruling of the United States Supreme Court
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The elastic clause of the United States
Constitution gives Congress the power to

(1) “make rules for the government and
regulation of the land and naval forces;...”

(2) “regulate commerce with foreign nations, and
among the several states, and with the Indian
tribes:...”

(3) “lay and collect taxes, duties, imports and
excises,...”

(4) “make all laws which shall be necessary and
proper  for L(m'ymg_, into execution the
foregoing powers
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Federalism is best defined as a principle of
government that

(1) divides power between the central government
and state governments

(2) includes a system of checks and balances
(3) allows the states to nullify national laws

(4) places the most power in the hands of the
legislative branch
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President George Washington set a precedent for
all future presidents by

(1) appointing a career soldier to be Secretary of
‘War

(2) choosing a friend to be Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court

(3) campaigning actively for the office

(4) creating a cabinet of advisors
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A major purpose of the presidents cabinet is to

(1) offer advice on important issues

(2) nominate ambassadors

(3) conduct impeachment trials

(4) regulate the amount of money in circulation
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A constitutional power specifically delegated to
the federal government is the power to

(1) regulate marriage and divorce

) establish education standards

) declare war

) issue driver’s licenses
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An example of the use of the unwritten
constitution is the creation of the

(1) presidential veto
(2) United States Navy

(3) federal postal system
(4) president’s cabinet
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The creation of the presidential cabinet and
political parties are examples of

(1) the unwritten constitution
(2) separation of powers

(3) the elastic clause

(4) judicial review
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Which heading best completes the partial outline
below?

. Political parties
. Committee system in Congress

. Judicial review

. President’s cabinet

) Unwritten Constitution

) Constitutional Amendments
) Electoral Process

) Checks and Balances
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e The United States government taxes gasoline.
¢ New York State law requires a sales tax on many
goods.

These two statements best illustrate the principle

of

(1) concurrent powers
(2) property rights

(3) reserved powers
(4) popular sovereignty
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U.S. Constitution- A statement of rules and procedures for governing the U.S.

Enlightenment Influence-

e Idea of sovereignty of the people came from social contract philosophers of the Enlightenment period.
Sovereignty is derived from the consent of the governed (only the citizens give the government the power to
rule).

Consent of the governed concept comes from enlightenment philosophers.

e Limitations on the power of government were influenced by the ideas of John Locke and Baron de Montesquieu
(checks & balances, three branches of government).

Democracy- A government for the people by the people. A democracy must have citizen participation in government.
Ex) the citizens of the U.S. choose their congressional representatives (House & Senate) through elections. The most
essential feature of democratic government is a free and open election process.

Republican Government- Described as one in which representatives are elected by the people.

Di n of Power-The framers of the Constitution included the concepts of federalism, checks &balances, and

separation of powers in the document because they feared a government with unlimited power.
Eederalism- Division of powers between the national and state government.

e A constitutional principle that establishes limits on the powers of the government (the state and Federal
government share different powers so neither can become too powerful).
* Reserved Powers- Powers only granted to the state governments by the Constitution. Ex) Public Education,
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* Delegated Powers - Powers only granted to the Federal Government by the Constitution. EX) Power to
declare war, coin money, control interstate commerce.
Powers shared by the federal and state governments Ex) power to tax.

* Concurrent Powel
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Elexibility of Constitution- Amendments (changes to the constitution), the Elastic Clause, necessary and proper
clause, unwritten constitution, and Judicial Review all allow for the Constitution to meet the needs of a changing society
(adapt to changing times).

e The elastic clause has been used primarily to broaden the power of Congress (because it allows Congress to pass
more laws).

Examples- Pure Food and Drug Act (1906), Social Security Act (1935), Louisiana Purchase, creation of Federal
Communications Commission (FCC), creation of Federal Reserve were all enacted using the elastic clause.

Unwi

en Constitution- Practices of the U.S. government that are based on custom and tra
written anywhere in the Constitution.

on, but not actually
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Examples- creation of the presidential cabinet, political parties, committee system in Congress, Judicial Review,

lobbying,

Limiting the President’s time in office to two terms was established under the unwritten constitution and later
included in the written Constitution.




