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   Welcome Back to School

                  At PS/IS 25R – South Richmond High School

           Directions:  Fill in the blanks and you will have your child’s important school information!

         


   My Child’s First School Story … This Year
The name of my school site is __________________ (school name).  The school site address is ____________________.  Every day _____________________ (name of the bus company) sends a yellow school bus for me.  I know this is my bus because the bus number is ______________.  If the bus is running late sometimes my family needs to call the bus company;   we know the number is ____________.  When I get to school, I say Good Morning to my classroom teacher, Mr./Ms. _______________________ and the paraprofessionals, 
Mr./Ms. __________________ and Mr./Ms. ____________________.  I also know my class number is __________ and my room number is ___________, so I don’t get lost in the school building.  This is what I learned today, and I still have so much to learn this year!
Welcome Letter From the Principal

Dear Parents/ Guardians:

Welcome to PS/IS 25 South Richmond H.S.. We are a cluster school consisting of 23 sites that offer both standardized and alternate assessment programs.  We serve approximately 600 students from Pre-K through 12th grades or when our students reach the age of 21 and maintain a vision that children always come first.  

We offer a variety of programs which include; 3 agency sites, a program for children with Autism, six work-study sites and seven full time inclusion sites.  We prepare and give every N.Y.S. and N.Y.C. standardized exam from 3rd grade through 12th grade, including all of the HS Regents exams.

Our HS students also take PSAT and SAT exams in preparation for post-secondary enrollment into college.

We have an active PTA, School Leadership Team, Inquiry Team, and a full time Parent Coordinator who together provide our faculty and students with much needed resources.  We are continuously active in the community and provide real life experiences for all our students.  

Our school reflects the philosophy that all children have the potential to learn, grow and become successful members of society.  To that end, we provide a nurturing, therapeutic environment that is instructionally rich, as well as, sensitive to the needs of our children.

I encourage you to become involved within our school community by joining our PTA and/or participating in our many school functions.  Our doors are always open!  We are proud of what we do for children and invite you to join us in that endeavor.  

                                                                                 Sincerely,

                                                                                Anthony R. Casella
                                                                                 Anthony R. Casella, Principal
Our Mission:
Our mission is to create programs that afford every student with a rigorous, equitable and positive learning experience.  The purpose is to provide opportunities that will enhance student performance, as well as, to move students toward a Least Restrictive Environment (LRE).  We provide multiple options to achieve LRE, specifically: Day Treatment; Community Based Instructional Programs, Work Study and full time General Education Inclusion (Intermediate and High School).  To achieve our mission, we are committed in building system-wide coherence to accelerate learning for every student. To do this we will, Strengthening Core Instruction, Know Every Student Well and Use Shared and Inclusive Curriculum, so that every child is prepared to meet the challenges of the 21st century.  We believe that all children have the potential to succeed.  

Our Vision:

Our vision is to meet the standard academic, social and emotional needs within a safe, clean, and nurturing school environment.  We challenge students to reach their full potential by providing differentiated instruction throughout all curriculum areas, clear and concise transition goals at every grade level and reward student’s success accordingly.  We are committed to the mantra that “all children can learn and have successful & productive lives”!

Grading Policy P25R

50% Classwork
40% Test

5% Homework
5% Participation
Instructional Focus P25R

Our instructional focus will continue with supporting students’ individual learning plans while using the workshop model and a UDL approach to learning.  Students will develop the skill of using tools to support their writing skills, which will then transfer to strong literacy and math, and develop the communication and collaboration skills that support college and career readiness.  In addition to conducting regular inquiry work school wide, teacher team, and individual level, Learning Committees consisting of a representative from each curriculum, will continue to meet once a month to share the professional development needs of their respective areas and facilitate the creation of curriculum adaptions and collaboration from each site.

Goal 1:  Literacy Focus across Content Areas

· Improve reading levels

· Understanding the task

· Self-Assessment

· Developing/explaining the evidence to support a claim

Goal 2:  Instructional Focus on Danielson Framework for teaching – Domain 1 & 3

· Competency 1e – Designing Coherent Instruction 

· Competency 3b – Using Questioning and Discussion Techniques

· Competency 3c – Engaging Students in Learning

· Competency 3d – Using Assessment in Instruction

Goal 3:  Focus to Develop Strategies and Resources to Provide an Individualized learning plan

· Building a variety of strategies to provide all students access to achieving Common Core Standards

· UDL approach to learning
Welcome from the President of the Parents’ Association

Dear Parents and Guardians,

 

I would like to welcome you to the school year of 2020-2021.  It is always a pleasure to see familiar faces attend our meetings and events.  We welcome and invite the new parents/guardians to our school. The PTA needs your assistance so we can continue to support the children. We have numerous activities planned for the school year.  In order to continue to provide school events and activities for our children we need your participation.  Your help and suggestions are welcomed at our monthly meetings.  I look forward to seeing and meeting you at our PTA meeting.  I hope you and your family had an enjoyable summer.

 

Sincerely,
Christopher Litrell
Christopher Litrell
PTA President

PTA Officers

Christopher Litrell - President

Jessica Malone - Secretary

Antoinette Turturro – Treasurer
Michelle Ryan – Vice President
A Letter to the Parents from the Parent Coordinator
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Welcome back!  Please join me in welcoming our Principal Mr. Anthony Casella and all the Assistant Principals (Stella Porto, Esrom Johnson, Luke Timmins and Toni Scarpati to another school year.  

Professionals come and go, but parents and guardians are consistent in their child’s life.  Therefore, you need to encourage and support your child’s educational life.  Parents and guardians need to get informed by attending Parent-Teacher Conferences, PTA meetings, 
IEP meetings, school workshops and community meetings.  You can certainly visit our school website at www.p25rsouthrichmondhs.org for school information.  

I am confident that working together collaboratively as a team, we will have a successful year.  

If you have any questions or concerns, you may reach me at (718) 984-1526 ext. 1162 (office), 917-972-8753 (cell), or by email mgiacalone2@schools.nyc.gov.

Sincerely,









Michele Giacalone

                
Michele Giacalone




  

      


Parent Coordinator  
Our School Organization

PS/IS 25R South Richmond H.S. 
6581 Hylan Blvd, S.I., NY  10309

(718) 984-1526

Principal:

     Anthony Casella
Assistant Principals:      Stella Porto, Luke Timmins, Esrom Johnson, Toni Scarpati
Sites
Main Site – South Richmond H.S.


South Shore Annex

Contact – Toni Scarpati, AP


(South Shore Staten Island Mental Health)

718-984-1526




Contact – Larry Black, Unit Coordinator

6581 Hylan Boulevard, 10309


718-984-1526 ext. 1412






6581 Hylan Boulevard, 10309

North Shore Annex



IS 25

(North Shore Staten Island Mental Health)
              Contact – Luke Timmins, AP

Contact – Esrom Johnson, AP


718-984-7800
929-482-4267




4210 Arthur Kill Road, 10309

30 Wellbrook Avenue, 10314




IS 7





Sgt. Angel Mendez Learning Center (P3) Annex

Contact – Luke Timmins, AP


Contact – Stella Porto, AP

718-697-8488 ext. 4524



718-718-227-1416
1270 Hugenot Avenue, 10312


6581 Hylan Boulevard, 10309

Seaview Academy



P3 Main Program 
South Beach Psychiatric Program

               Contact – Stella Porto

Contact – Ben Sarullo



718-718-227-1416
718-667-2327




6581 Hylan Boulevard, 10309

777 Seaview Avenue, Building #10, 10305

(All Alternate Assessments Sites – contact Stella Porto, AP)

Work Study Programs – Contact:  Mr. Ron Bruzzese (718) 984-1526 ext. 1163

Staten Island University Hospital – North

United Cerebral Palsy

475 Seaview Avenue, 10305


2324 Forest Avenue, 10303

Staten Island University Hospital – South

Seaview Rehabilitation Center – Seaview Hospital

375 Seguine Avenue, 10309


460 Brielle Avenue – 4th floor, 10314

AME 





PS37R

584 Bloomingdale Road, 10309


15 Fairfield Street, 10308

Inclusion Programs

New Dorp High School 




Tottenville High School

Contact – Linda Rohrbacher



Contact – Patrice Buffaloe
718-667-8686 ext. 50391




718-668-8800 ext. 51201

465 New Dorp Lane  10306



100 Luten Avenue, 10309
Curtis High School




Port Richmond High School



Contact – Debbie Zarella




Contact – Janice Kodetsky
718-390-1886





718-420-2100 ext. 6265 or 6264
Hamilton Avenue, 10301




85 St. Joseph Avenue, 10302
Port Richmond High School (Alt. Assessment/self contained)
IS 34

Contact – Diana Consolmagno
Contact - Renee Rappo

718-420-2180
        718-477-4506
85 St. Joseph Avenue, 10302



Academy & Yetman Avenue, 10307
IS 61

Contact -  Maria Capretta
718-727-8481 ext. 5160



445 Castleton Avenue. 10301
IS 75 (Inclusion and self contained)

Contact – Jen Lawson and Karen Zanelli
718-701-6343 press 6

455 Hugenot Avenue, 10312

Description of Class Staffing Ratios

http://www.nycenet.edu/spss/sei/ctm/
Educational programs are provided in the different sites for children and adolescents according to the special education continuum.  Students are referred to a specific class ratio by the Committee on Special Education.

· 6:1+(1) Classroom:  
· No more than six (6) students per class

· One full-time special education teacher

· One full-time paraprofessional

· 8:1+(1) Classroom: 
· No more than eight (8) students per class

· One full-time special education teacher

· One full-time paraprofessional
· 8:1+(2) Classroom:    PreK

· No more than (eight) 8 students per class

· One full time special education teacher

· Two full time paraprofessionals

· 12:1+(1) Classroom:  (Alternate Assessment and Standardized students)
· No more than twelve (12) students per class

· One full-time special education teacher

· One full-time paraprofessional

School Procedures, Policies, and Rules

 For All Sites (scanning only at Main Site & IS25R)
1. All students, upon entering building, will be scanned.  All students who run out of the school building must be re-scanned.

2. No fighting.

3. No smoking or lighting matches in school.

4. Show respect for yourself, classmates and staff.

5. Complete all work assignments and return homework in a timely fashion.

6. Remain seated, unless otherwise requested by staff.

7. All students must be escorted, by a staff member, to and from classrooms, shops, bathrooms, offices, cafeteria and gymnasium.

8. At the change of period students are to proceed quickly, in an orderly fashion, to their next assigned class.

9. Dress appropriately for school.  No hats, kerchiefs, bandanas, doo rags, cap coverings, headbands, scarfs, beads, etc. are to be worn.  They will be placed in the student’s lockers and returned at the end of the day.  After jackets are searched, all jackets must be placed in student’s lockers.

10. Radios, video game and CD players will be secured in student’s lockers and returned at end of day.

11. Beepers, cellular telephones, laser lights and laser pointers are not permitted on school property as stated in the Chancellor’s Regulations.  They will be confiscated and only returned to a parent.

12. No weapons or drugs of any kind are allowed in school.  Students carrying weapons or drugs will be arrested.

13. Jelly bracelets are not allowed to be worn in school.  Bracelets will be removed and placed in student’s locker.

14. No bathroom and water passes are allowed during the last ten minutes of each class and change of class.

15. Student’s pants must be worn on or above the waistline.

School Hours
Main Site/North Shore:
8:10 am - 2:30 pm
IS7:   



7:30 am   1:50 pm
IS25R: 


8:00 am - 2:20 pm

PS 3:



8:00 am - 2:20 pm

Inclusion Program:

varies per General Education Program

Work Study Sites:  

8:10 am – 2:30 pm
Behavior Management Model

NICE Awards
The NICE Program is a collaborative effort here at PS/IS 25R, to promote pro-social skills among our entire school community.  All members of our school community, teachers, students, parents and support staff are encouraged to contribute or perform “acts of kindness” to enhance the positive social values of our school.

Through simple acts of positive behavior to charitable acts of kindness, our students will develop better self-image from contributing positively to society.

We have a monthly NICE awards breakfast honoring our students for their achievements.  Awards are presented to students who have demonstrated pro-social skills.




PBIS – Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports

Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports (PBIS) can be used to reinforce positive behavior in children at school and at home. The proactive approach establishes behavioral supports and school culture needed for all students in a school to achieve social, emotional and academic success. Research shows that Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports help create a positive school climate which is a safe, supportive learning environment that cultivates student success.
Code of Conduct
District 75 Citywide Programs adheres to the New York City Department of Education Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures (The Discipline Code).

Student Activities

· Thanksgiving Luncheon at all sites




· NICE Awards pancake breakfast

· Attendance Award Programs

· South Richmond HS Basketball Team

· South Richmond HS and Intermediate School Football Teams

· Intermediate/High School Dance (Prom)
· Honors Breakfast

· Urban Advantage

· STEM/Robotics

· Benchmaker / Project Arts
· College Access for All

· School Enrichment Trips

· Get Ready to Learn

· PSAL Team – Male/Female Bowling

· Special Olympics

· Middle School After School Program – CHAMPS

· After school Regents Tutoring

· PSAT/SAT Tutoring

· Senior Trip
PTA

· Holiday Fair
· Picture Day
· Donations for trips

· Student Luncheons

 School Procedures/Policies

School Meals
It is possible for all students to have free breakfast and free lunch in school everyday.  

Medication Policy

During school hours, students may have their medication given to them by the school nurse. However, their Medication Administration Record, must be filled out and signed by the doctor and parent.  All medication must be in appropriate containers and properly labeled by the pharmacy or physician and the dosage schedule. 

Please make sure that you renew your child’s prescription before it runs out.
2020–21: FULL COMPLIANCE 
New York State Immunization Requirements for Child Care and School Entrance/Attendance1 
Notes: For grades Pre-Kindergarten through 11, intervals between doses of vaccine should be in accordance with the ACIP-recommended immunization schedule for people age 0 through 18 years. Intervals between doses of vaccine DO NOT need to be reviewed for grade 12. Doses received before the minimum age or intervals are not valid and do not count. You MUST reference the footnotes for dose requirements and specific information about each vaccine. Children enrolling in grade-less classes should meet immunization requirements for their age-equivalent grade.  
	VACCINES 
	PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
(Child Care, Head Start, Nursery, 3K or Pre-Kindergarten) 
	KINDERARTEN 
through Grade 5 
 
	GRADES 
6 through 11 
	GRADE 
12 

	Diphtheria and tetanus toxoid-containing vaccine and pertussis vaccine (DTaP/DTP/DT/Td/Tdap)2 
	4 doses 
	5 doses or 4 doses if the fourth dose was received at age 4 years or older or 3 doses if the child is 
age 7 years or older and the series was started at age 1 year or older 
	3 doses 

	Tetanus and diphtheria toxoid-containing vaccine and pertussis vaccine booster (Tdap)3  
	Not Applicable 
	1 dose  

	Polio vaccine (IPV/OPV)1,4  
	3 doses 
	4 doses or 3 doses if the third dose was received at age 4 years or older 
 
	4 doses or 3 doses if the third dose was 
received at age 4 years or older 
	3 doses 

	Measles, mumps and rubella vaccine (MMR)1,5 
	1 dose 
	
	2 doses 

	Hepatitis B vaccine1,6 
	3 doses 
	3 doses 
	3 doses or 2 doses of adult hepatitis B vaccine 
(Recombivax HB) for children who received the doses at least 4 months apart between the ages of 11 through 15 years 

	Varicella (chickenpox) vaccine1,7 
	1 dose 
	2 doses 
	
	1 dose 

	Meningococcal conjugate vaccine (MenACWY )8 
	Not Applicable 
	Grades 7, 8, 9 and 10: 1 dose 
	2 doses or 1 dose if the first dose was received at age 16 years or older 

	Haemophilus influenzae type b conjugate vaccine 
(Hib)9 
	1 to 4 doses 
 
	
	Not Applicable 

	Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine (PCV)10 
	1 to 4 doses 
	
	Not Applicable 

	Influenza11 
	1 dose 
	
	Not Applicable 


For more information contact: 
New York State Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization: 518-473-4437 

New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene, Bureau of Immunization: 347-396-2433; Office of School Health Citywide (all districts): 347-396-4720 
The New York State Department of Education and the Board of Health requires that documentation be secured proving that all children who come to school are fully immunized.  We are required to exclude children that are not immunized and do not have documentation from a physician indicating the reason.

If your child has:






He/She must be kept out of school:

	Chicken Pox
	6 days after appearance of rash

	Rubella (German Measles)
	Until rash has disappeared

	Measles
	5 days after appearance of rash

	Mumps
	Until all the swelling of the glands has disappeared

	Whooping Cough
	14 days after the whoop begins

	Hepatitis
	Until temperature has become normal

	Meningitis
	Until temperature has become normal

	Streptococcal Sore Throat
	Until temperature has become normal (including Scarlet Fever

	
	

	
	


If your child becomes sick in school…
The school will contact you immediately.  It is your responsibility to come to school and pick up your child.  If you are unavailable, the person listed on the emergency blue card will be contacted.

To protect your child’s health, do not send to school if he/she has…

By keeping him/her home, you are not only helping him/her to get well faster, you are also preventing the illness from spreading to other members of the class. Let the school know as soon as possible that your child is ill. When your child returns to school, give him/her a note for the teacher/nurse explaining the absence.

	Fever 100°C or higher
	Ear ache
	Upset Stomach


	Infected skin patches
	Sore Throat
	“Pink Eye” (Conjunctivitis)

	Swollen glands
	Head lice
	Vomiting or Diarrhea

	Unusual spots or rashes
	Persistent cough
	


If you have more questions about medicine/your child’s health during school hours contact the school nurse.

Our School Nurse(s):

Agency – PS25R Main - 6581 Hylan Blvd – (718)984-1526 ext. 1180

Florence Acres – IS25R- 4210 Arthur Kill Road – (718)984-7800

Adeteu Joseph – SIMH–North Shore - 669 Castleton Avenue – (718)442-2225
Veronica Kenavan – Sgt. Angel Mendez Learning Center – P3 – 6581 Hylan Blvd – (718) 227-1416
Victoria Collins – IS 75 – 455 Hugenot Avenue – (718) 701-6343 x 1354 follow voice prompts
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Transportation

The buses are provided by the Office of Pupil Transportation (OPT).  The Office of Pupil Transportation will send you notices about the bus your child will be taking, important information and student rules. 

***Parents should also inform the bus driver/matron of any particular problem your child may have while traveling to school. Remember, travel time is part of your child’s education.

· If busing issues arise, you may contact your child’s bus company or the OPT Hotline at (718) 784-3313. 

Waiting for the Bus

In the morning, an adult should wait with the child until the bus arrives and an adult should be at the bus stop in the afternoon to meet the child.
Afternoon Drop-Off Form

Those parents who want their child to be dropped at a different place than where he/she is picked up must fill out a separate “drop-off” form, contact your site coordinator.

Moving

If your family is moving, please notify the school three weeks before you move in order to arrange for new bus transportation.
Bus Suspensions

If your child is suspended from the bus, you as a parent are still responsible for your child’s transportation to and from school during those days. Please note that any absences that occur during a bus suspension will count against your child’s overall attendance.
Emergency Blue Cards

Emergency blue cards are sent home with students during the first week of school.  Parents must  keep the school informed of any changes in the original information that was entered on the card.  When a child becomes ill or injured, it is very important that the school have the current address and phone numbers in order to contact that parent or guardian. 

***TIP: Check with our Parent Coordinator, Michele Giacalone at (718) 984-1526 x 1162 to make sure all the information on your child’s Emergency blue card is correct at least 3 times during the school: at the beginning of the school year, after winter recess and then again after Memorial Day- including cell phone numbers, email address and contact information for family/friends allowed to pick up your child from school.
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Emergency Drills

Fire and shelter drills are held periodically throughout the school year to ensure that our students and staff are familiar with the procedures in case of an emergency.

Inclement Weather/Storm Day Procedures

In the event of emergency conditions such as weather emergencies or school wide emergencies please tune in to local radio or television stations such as, WINS (1010 AM), NY1 (Cable TV) and Fox 5, to gain information about school closings.  Most local television stations have information beginning at 6:30 AM.  Or you can check the Department of Education website http://schools.nyc.gov/ParentsFamilies/default.htm 
Attendance

It is extremely important that your child attend school.  If possible, please schedule appointments after school hours or during school holidays.

If you child is ill, please let the school know.  If a student becomes ill at school, you, or in your absence, the person designated on the emergency blue card will be contacted.

If your child will be out for three (3) days or more, please inform both the school and the bus driver.  This will ensure that there is no disruption of bus service.

Parents will be notified by Parent Coordinator via School Messenger All-Call Phone System about half-days and holidays.  The calendar at the back of this handbook also lists the days the school is closed.

Student Sign In-Out Procedures

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
Students not arriving on the school bus must be signed in by their parent or guardian.

Sometimes it is necessary for a family member to pick up a child at school before dismissal. Please try to let your child’s school know in advance if you are planning to pick him/her up early. 

Students can only be released to a designated adult, and only with written permission (with signature) from the parent.

Students arriving late on public transportation should report to the main office for a late pass.

Student Forms

In the beginning of every school year students will bring home the following forms to be completed by the parents and returned to school as soon as possible. If you have not completed one of these forms for the school year, contact the school and ask that it be mailed directly to your home.
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· Emergency Blue Cards

· Permission Slips for Trips

· Signed consent to photograph and videotape students for educational purposes

· Medical forms

· Objects Not Permitted In School – Memo
Lost or Stolen Student Items – Property Reimbursement forms

Parents whose children who have had his/her personal belongings lost/stolen or damaged while on school property through no fault of their own; can apply for reimbursement through the Office of the Comptroller. To access and complete the Notice of Claim form, all forms and receipts must be sent to that office. For more information, visit http://www.comptroller.nyc.gov/bureaus/bla/2.pdf

Parental Involvement

Communication

Parents should keep open the communication between home and school, informing school of any changes at home that may have an effect upon your child’s performance in school.

Education happens everywhere.

Parents and Families are a child’s first teacher…

Remember education should never be limited to school hours. It should extend to the time spent at home also, to help reach the height of his/her potential.

Parent Associations

Parental involvement is a key component of our school.  A variety of events are held throughout the school year to promote parental involvement. 

Parent Associations play an essential role in our schools.  They provide leadership and direction to parents seeking to become more involved with their children’s education and within the school community.  A school’s Parent Association is a good place for parents to find out what’s happening in that school. Through involvement in their Parent Association, parents can learn how their school operates and discover a network of people committed to their children's school. You can also visit this link to learn more about what Parent Associations work and what they can do for the school.

http://docs.nycenet.edu/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-31/A-660.pdf
School Leadership Team

SLTs play a significant role in creating a structure for school-based decision making and shaping the path to a collaborative school culture.  The School Leadership Team functions as the management team of the school, representing the educational community.   It oversees the planning and restructuring process to ensure our children are provided with quality education through increased teacher and parent participation.  

The School Leadership Team is composed of a core team which is made up of the Principal, UFT Chapter Leader and the Parent Association President.  The remaining members consist of equal numbers of parent association members and staff.  Their responsibilities are to develop and review the school’s Comprehensive Educational Plan (CEP-I Plan), including annual goals and objectives, and to consult with the principal in developing a school-based budget. The SLT is not responsible for hiring or firing school staff. 

School Leadership Team (SLT) Members

Department of Education Staff Members

Anthony Casella, Ronald Bruzzese, Loni Arcuri, Patrice Buffaloe, Nolan Katz, Christina Galante Vasquez, Helene Puglisi, Catherine Palemine
Parents/Guardian Members

Christopher Litrell, Paulina Bellantonio, Carol Litrell, Jessica Malone, Diana Marotta, Michelle Ryan, Antoinette Turturro, Lisa Wall
Citywide Council on Special Education

Citywide Council on Special Education members are the representatives of the parents of students receiving citywide special education services (District 75) and the community-at-large. Members of the Citywide Council on Special Education will receive information on matters affecting the provision of citywide special education services to students. They, in turn, must consult with a wider community of parents and comment on citywide special education policy. Their monthly meetings will be open to the public, and will allow members of the community to be heard on educational issues. These meetings are held every 2nd Wednesday of the month from 6:00 P.M. – 8:00 PM. Please see your Parent Coordinator for meeting agendas and locations.

Citywide Council on Special Education
45-18 Court Square, 2nd Floor 
Long Island City, New York 11101
Tel: 718.752.7393  Fax: 718.752.7481
Email: ccse@schools.nyc.gov
Home Schooling vs. Home Instruction

Home Schooling – Parents are responsible for the complete education of their child. However you must be approved and submit regular progress about their academic progress. For more information, contact 

Joan Boreland at 917-256-4262.
Home Instruction Services – A student who is in need of home instruction services due to an accident, illness, orthopedic or other medical condition which prevents school attendance should obtain a letter from their physician. The note should include a brief description of the conditions with some estimation of how long the student will need home instruction services. 

The responsible Home Instruction borough office is the one in which the student lives or where he/she receives instruction and not where he/she attends school, if they are different. For more information, contact the Office of Home Instruction at 718-794-7260. You can also review Chancellor’s Regulations A-170 “PROCEDURES FOR REFERRAL TO NYC BOARD OF EDUCATION HOME INSTRUCTION SERVICES”

Office of Home Instruction –Chancellor’s Regulations

Basic things a Parent should know if they want to apply for placement in home instruction:
1. Student must be medically/physically and/or emotionally/behaviorally/ psychologically unable to attend the customary school placement for an anticipated duration of at least four weeks.
2. Requests for Home Instruction for medical/physical conditions must include a fully completed Home Instruction Referral Form, and a physician's request that includes the diagnosis and expected duration of the condition on doctor's or hospital's stationery. These referrals should be submitted directly to the Borough Office of Home Instruction.
3. Requests for Emotional/Psychological/Behavioral Reasons: 
All requests must be made to the appropriate Committee on Special Education (CSE). In general, a CSE approval for Home Instruction is a temporary authorization of an interim service plan during which time a more permanent and appropriate educational placement is sought. In some instances, the CSE may authorize Home Instruction to meet. 
Parent Schedule

Daily

· School reminders by Parent Coordinator via School Messenger All-Call Phone System.

· Check your child’s book bag for school notices, event flyers, and school forms to be completed and returned.

· Review your child’s homework 

· Ask about assignments and help the child if he/she asks for help.

· Make sure all assignments are complete and written neatly.

· If there are any questions write a note to his/her teacher. 

· Read, Read, Read

· Set aside time to read with your child or have your child read to you. (elementary)

· Discuss current events (middle/high school)

· Check your child’s Power of Choice Point Sheet or review their teacher journal.

· Ask specific questions about your child’s school day, (see examples)

· What did you learn in Math class today?

· What did you learn in Social Studies?

· Who did you play with during recess?

Monthly

· School reminders by Parent Coordinator via School Messenger All-Call Phone System.

· Attend at least one school event, activity or meeting – for example school assembly/performances, School Leadership Team Meetings, Parent Association Meetings, Parents’ Breakfast/Workshop.

· Take your child somewhere educational and interactive. (Don’t be afraid to travel outside of your own borough and see the city) Some of these places have programs for children with special needs - museums, libraries, gardens, parks, zoos, aquariums, and New York City Landmarks. 

Annually
· Attend IEP reviews – come prepared to talk about your child’s academic goals not just their social skills. The IEP process is a joint effort and your involvement in this process is essential to ensure an appropriate program for your child. This is the plan that will be used in educating your child, so if you have any questions or suggestions, this would be the most appropriate time to discuss them. 

· Parent/Teacher conferences are held twice a year. Parents should attend at least one of these conferences. This is a “golden opportunity” meet with your child’s teacher about his/her progress.
Parent Resources

General Information

New York City Schools Account

 https://www.nycenet.edu/FAM/Home/Login
New York City Department of Education

www.nyc.schools.gov
The Center for Law and Education

www.cleweb.org The Center for Law and Education (CLE) strives to make the right of all students to quality education a reality throughout the nation and to help enable communities to address their own public education problems effectively, with an emphasis on assistance to low-income students and communities.

Great Schools

www.greatschools.org GreatSchools.net provides information about public, private and charter schools in all 50 states and detailed school profiles for New York.
Inside Schools.org 

www.insideschools.org A group of committed public school parents, children's advocates, journalists and teachers dedicated to improving public education in New York City.

NYC Service
nycservice.org is New York City's largest nonprofit organization dedicated to serving public school children. Learning Leaders recruits, screens, rains and supports school volunteers who provide tutoring and other enrichment services to New York City public school students.

New York State Education Department

www.nysed.gov The official website of the New York State Department of Education.

Special Education Information
AHRC

www.ahrcnyc.org  As one of the first organizations to serve mentally retarded people, AHRC advocates for reform and improvement of special education services and aims for “a rich, absorbing and worthwhile day-to-day living" for its clients. 

Council for Exceptional Children

www.cec.sped.org CEC advocates for appropriate governmental policies, sets professional standards, provides continual professional development, advocates for newly and historically underserved individuals with exceptionalities, and helps professionals obtain conditions and resources necessary for effective professional practice.

The New York Institute for Special Education
www.nyise.org NYISE is a private, nonprofit, nonsectarian educational facility that provides programs for children who are blind or visually disabled, emotionally and learning disabled and preschoolers who are developmentally delayed.

Quality Services for the Autism Community

www.qsac.com non-profit organization dedicated to providing services to persons with autism and/or pervasive developmental disorder (PDD) throughout New York City and Long Island.

INCLUDEnyc
www.includenyc.org  A not-for-profit organization that provides information and referral, case management and support, individual and systemic advocacy, parent and professional training, library and information services to New York City parents and caregivers of children with disabilities and special needs and to the professionals who work with them.

United Cerebral Palsy

www.ucp.org United Cerebral Palsy has been committed to change and progress for persons with disabilities. The national organization and its nationwide network of affiliates strive to ensure the inclusion of persons with disabilities in every facet of society-from the Web to the workplace, from the classroom to the community.

ACCES-VR - New York State Education Department
www.acces.nysed.gov/vr  ACCES-VR promotes educational equity and excellence for students with disabilities while ensuring that they receive the rights and protection to which they are entitled.
Educational Resource List
Many of these government and nonprofit groups can provide useful information about education.

Parent Information Resource Centers

EPIC. Every Person Influences Children: www.epicforchildren.org
The Action Center of the Rockaways:  www.theactioncenter.com
Family Enrichment Network, Inc.: www.familyenrichment.cc/


Federal
US Department of Education (USDE): www.ed.gov
USDE Office of Innovation and Improvement (OII): www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oii
USDE ED PUBS On Line Ordering System: www.edpubs.org
National Institute for Literacy: www.nifl.gov
Partnership for Family Involvement in Education: www.ed.gov/parents/academic/help/partnership.html 

USA Freedom corps: www.usafreedomcorps.gov
Partnership for Reading: www.nifl.gov/partnershipforreading
Parent Organizations

Institute for the Transformation of learning: www.schoolchoiceinfo.org
National Coalition for Parent Involvement in Education (NCPIE): www.ncpie.org
National PTA: www.pta.org
No Excuses Campaign: www.noexcuses.org
Parents as Teachers: www.patnc.org
Public Education Network: www.publiceducation.org
Parent Leadership Associates: www.plassociates.org
Parent to Parent of New York State: www.ptopnys.org
School Results: www.schoolresults.org
Tutors for Kids (Supplemental Education Services): www.tutorsforkids.org
Turning 5 Evaluations for Preschool Children

Three and four year olds have an IEP that identifies them as a “Preschooler with a Disability.” The Regional Committee on Pre-School Special Education, a division of the Committee on Special Education, recommends a pre-school program that will address the child’s needs. During the spring of the student’s 5th birthday (and before entering Kindergarten in September), the student will have a Turning 5 evaluation conducted by the CSE. At the conferences to discuss the evaluation, an IEP is written which specifies the child’s disability and the program and service recommended to address his/her needs. For further information, please contact the Director of Early Childhood Education at the District 75 office.

IEP, Related Services and Report Cards

What is an IEP?

Individual Education Plans (IEP) are mandated by the Federal Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  An IEP is a contract between parents and the local Department of Education which says what services the Department commits to provide to your child to address his/her particular needs to ensure success in school. These services include occupational therapy, speech therapy, physical therapy, counseling, hearing, vision and academic accommodations and modifications.  

The classroom teachers and service providers revise each student IEP annually. The IEP team reviews a child’s IEP every three years (a “triennial”) to evaluate a student’s progress in meeting educational goals. Parents can request a review of the IEP at any time if they feel a change is needed.

If a child is progressing, he/she can be “decertified” as a special education child. Nevertheless, the child may still have an IEP if he/she continues to need certain services.

A Summary of Parent’s Rights for Your Child’s I.E.P

· The right to consent to all re-evaluations. However, if the Regional CSE makes documented efforts to obtain your consent for a re-evaluation and you do not respond to their request, they may conduct the re-evaluation without your consent. 

· The right to participate meaningfully in decision-making through attendance at all IEP meetings. This includes your right to bring other individuals with special knowledge or expertise about your child to meetings to help in the decision-making process.

· To ensure that parents, providers and students have sufficient notification of the promotion criteria to be applied and to have the benefits of all necessary instructional interventions, student. IEPs must indicate the promotion criteria for the current school year prior to January 31st. For students who have an IEP meeting in the Spring, the IEP Team must indicate on the IEP the promotion criteria that was established for the current school year as well as the promotion criteria for the upcoming school year. If additional space is needed, the information should be recorded on a blank sheet of paper and marked as Page 9A, with the student’s name, NYC ID number and date of conference indicated on the top of the page.

· The right to copies of evaluations and your child’s IEP. 

· The right to conflict resolution (a new IEP Team meeting), mediation, and/or an Impartial Hearing if you disagree with any decision made about your child. 

· The right to place your child in a State Education Department approved non-public school that offers an appropriate program for your child if the New York City Department of Education does not offer you an appropriate placement within the required timeframe. If you have the right to an approved non-public school, you should receive a P-1 letter “Eligibility for Private School” from the Regional CSE. 

· The right to an independent evaluation paid for by the New York City Department of Education if the Department does not evaluate your child within 30 days of your signing of the consent to evaluate. 

· The right to an independent evaluation if you do not agree with the Regional CSE’s evaluation. You must notify the Regional CSE of this request in writing. The Regional CSE may either agree to pay for an independent evaluation or they must initiate an Impartial Hearing to show that its evaluations are appropriate. 

· If you challenge the Regional CSE recommendation, your child has the right to “pendency” or “stay-put” while you pursue mediation or an impartial hearing. This means that pre-school students may remain in their current education placement until the dispute is resolved, if that program also has an approved school-age program, unless the Regional CSE and parent agree to other arrangements. If the pre-school program is not approved for a school-age program, you and the Regional CSE will discuss options that are appropriate for your child during the appeal process.
The Impartial Hearing Office processed requests for impartial due process hearing regarding disagreements between parents and the Department of Education concerning identification, evaluation, educational placement, or provision of free appropriate public education to children with disabilities.

Impartial Hearing Office

131 Livingston Street, Room 201

Brooklyn, NY 11201

Phone 718-935-3280

Fax: 718-935-2528/2932

*Note: It is in the best interest of all school-age students to begin class in an appropriate setting in order to get accustomed to his/her new surroundings, schedules, routines, peers and adults.  To ensure that an appropriate recommendations is made in a timely fashion, parents need to keep record of when evaluations/conferences should take place and contact CSE directly, if necessary.
Report Cards

Contact your Guidance Counselor 

A Description of Related Services

Related Services means developmental, corrective, and other supportive services that are required to assist a child with a disability to benefit from his/her instructional program. Your child’s Related Services may change from pre-school to school-age as children’s needs change as they get older. Related Services may be the only special education service given to your child, or they may be provided along with other special education services such as special class services. The following related services may be provided: 

Counseling means services designed to improve social and emotional functioning in the areas of appropriate school behavior, discipline, self-control, conflict resolution for students experiencing difficulty interacting appropriately with adults or peers, withdrawal or acting out, low self-esteem or poor coping skills which significantly interfere with learning. If, due to the unique needs of the student, the student requires services from a particular provider (e.g. guidance counselor, school psychologist, or social worker), the IEP must indicate this. 

Hearing Education Services means services designed to provide instruction in speech, reading, auditory training, and language development to enhance the growth of receptive/expressive communication skills. 

Speech/Language Therapy means services designed to address deficits in a student’s auditory processing (i.e. the way they understand sounds and language), articulation/phonological skills, comprehension, and use of syntax, pragmatics, voice production and fluency. 

Occupational Therapy means the planning and use of a program of purposeful activities designed to maintain, improve or restore adaptive and functional skills including, fine motor skills, oral motor skills, etc. in all educationally related activities.

Physical Therapy means the use of activities to maintain, improve or restore function including gross motor development, ambulation, balance, and coordination in various settings, including but not limited to, the classroom, gym, bathroom, playground, staircase, and transitions between classes. 

School Health Services means services provided by a school nurse or paraprofessional designed to address the specific health needs of a student as documented by the child’s physician to ensure a safe educational environment. 

Vision Education Services means services designed to provide instruction in utilizing Braille, Nemeth Code, large print, optical and non-optical low vision devices, and other skills necessary to attain academic, social, vocational and life adjustment skills, literacy and acquisition of information using tactile, visual and auditory strategies. 

Orientation And Mobility Services means services designed to improve the student’s understanding of spatial and environmental concepts and use of information the student receives through the senses (i.e. sound, temperature, vibrations) for establishing, maintaining and regaining orientation and line of travel. This service is provided to students with visual impairments. 

Parent Counseling and Training means assisting parents in understanding the special needs of their child, providing parents with information about child development, and helping parents to acquire the necessary skills that will allow them to support the implementation of their child's individualized education program. It is typically provided as part of the program to the parents of children in special classes with staffing ratios of 8:1:2, 6:1:1. Parent Coordinator will offer workshops on various topics during the course of the school year.
In the event that a Department of Education (DOE) provider is not available, the Office of Related and Contractual Services (ORCS) for District 75 will issue a transmittal to a contracted agency.  If the agency is not available, the parent will be issued a RSA (Related Service Authorization) to allow a family to secure an independent provider paid for by the Department of Education.  A Municipality List of Independent Providers and a Municipality List of NYC Department of Education Clinicians and Therapists Approved to Provide Related Services as Independent Providers will accompany the RSA. The Independent provider will come to the school, your home, or you might take your child to the practitioner’s office (Carfare reimbursement is available). The DOE provider who is serving your child as an independent can only serve your child before or after school hours.  If you have any questions regarding the RSA process call 212-802-1535 for assistance.

2020–21 School Year Calendar 
Updated September 3, 2020 
	DATES 
	WEEKDAYS 
	NOTES 

	September 16– 18 
	Wednesday–

Friday 
	Fully remote partial school days for students. 

	September 21 
	Monday 
	First full day of school; blended learning commences. 

	September 28 
	Monday 
	Yom Kippur, schools closed  

	October 12 
	Monday 
	Columbus Day, schools closed 

	November 3 
	Tuesday 
	Election Day, fully remote instructional day for all students 

	November 4 
	Wednesday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for elementary schools and K–8 schools. 

	November 5 
	Thursday 
	Afternoon parent teacher conferences for elementary schools and K–8 schools; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	November 11 
	Wednesday 
	Veterans Day, schools closed 

	November 12 
	Thursday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for high schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools. 

	November 13 
	Friday 
	Afternoon parent teacher conferences for high schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	November 18 
	Wednesday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for middle schools and District 75 school programs. 

	November 19 
	Thursday 
	Afternoon Conferences for middle schools and District 75 school programs; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	November 26– 27 
	Thursday–Friday 
	Thanksgiving Recess, schools closed  

	December 24–
January 1 
	Thursday– following Friday 
	Winter Recess, schools closed 

	January 18 
	Monday 
	Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day, schools closed 

	February 1 
	Monday 
	Professional Development Day for 9–12 and 6–12 schools in Districts 1– 32 only; students in these schools do not attend.  

Students in K–5, K–6, 6–8, and K–12 and D75 schools and programs are in attendance. 

	February 12 
	Friday 
	Lunar New Year, schools closed 

	February 15–19 
	Monday–Friday 
	Midwinter Recess (includes Presidents’ Day and Lincoln’s Birthday), schools closed 

	March 3 
	Wednesday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for elementary schools and K–8 Schools. 

	March 4 
	Thursday 
	Afternoon parent teacher conferences for elementary schools and K–8 schools; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	March 10 
	Wednesday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for middle schools and district 75 schools and programs. 

	March 11 
	Thursday 
	Afternoon parent teacher conferences for middle schools and district 75 schools and programs; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	March 18 
	Thursday 
	Evening parent teacher conferences for high schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools.  

	March 19 
	Friday 
	Afternoon parent teacher conferences for high schools, K–12, and 6–12 schools; students in these schools dismissed three hours early. 

	March 29–April 2 
	Monday–Friday 
	Spring Recess, schools closed 

	May 13 
	Thursday 
	Eid Al-Fitr, schools closed 

	May 31 
	Monday 
	Memorial Day, schools closed 

	June 3 
	Thursday 
	Anniversary Day. Chancellor’s Conference Day for staff development. Students not in attendance. 

	June 8 
	Tuesday 
	Clerical Day for K–5, K–6, 6–8, and K–12 and D75 schools and programs only; students in these schools do not attend.  

Students in 9–12 and 6–12 schools in Districts 1–32 are in attendance. 

	June 25 
	Friday 
	Last day of school for all students. 


Parent-Teacher Conferences 
Parent-teacher conference dates are citywide however, some schools may hold their conferences on alternative dates. In addition to the dates below, most schools will hold an evening conference for families in September and May. Please check with your school for specific schedules.

		October 2020
	November 2020
	March 2021

	Elementary School

		November 4-5
	March 3-4

	Middle School

		November 18-19
	March 10-11

	High School

		November  12-13
	March 18-19

				
	District 75 Programs

		November 18-19
	March 10-11
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