
SCHOOL COMMUNITY RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

Mission Statement 
William Alexander Middle School 51 is a diverse community of dedicated administrators, teachers, staff 
and concerned parents that strive to create a welcome, nurturing and inclusive environment for 
students to learn and grow.  William Alexander Middle School 51 welcomes students with a 
demonstrated ability and willingness to excel.  Teachers encourage high academic standards, the active 
engagement of students and community involvement.  The school’s educational mission is to find a 
balance between academic challenge and social skill building. 
 
William Alexander Middle School Values: 

 High standards for educational excellence 

 Social growth, emotional development and respect for oneself and others 

 Inquiry-based curriculum in which children drive their own learning 

 In-depth study of one of the arts 

 Integrating the arts and literacy across all subject areas 

 A community in which all members have a voice 

 After school activities that support all aspects of the curriculum 

 

Staff Responsibilities: 

 Be a positive role model for all members of the school community 

 Provide all students with a safe and secure environment for learning 

 Communicate with parents about their child’s progress 

 Facilitate rigorous standards-based instruction 

 Engage in ongoing professional development 

 
To the Parent: 
Now that your child is in middle school, your role as parent has changed but remains essential to your 
child’s success.  Your child needs your continued support, supervision and involvement while s/he is 
changing physically and emotionally.  To insure your child’s success you must remain involved and join 
us in our mission to help your child reach his/her full potential. 
 
Parent Responsibilities: 

 Actively participate in your child’s school life. 

 Review Agenda Books daily to monitor your child’s work and progress and use space 

provided to communicate with your child’s teachers.  Check www.ms51.org often for 

news, calendar and class pages. Read flyers and return completed lunch form, blue card 

and Health Clinic registration. 

 Send your child to school rested, clean, fed and supplied with appropriate books and 

materials. 

http://www.ms51.org/


 Ensure that your child attends school on time every day. 

 Maintain continuing contact with the school and respond to communication from the 

school personnel. 

 Reinforce at home the importance of acquiring knowledge, skills and positive values. 

 Know the expectations for your child and the consequences for inappropriate behavior 

outlined in this Agenda Book. 

 
To the Student: 
What does it mean to be in middle school anyway? Middle school helps prepare you for your future.  It 
helps you make the jump from elementary school to high school more easily, a transition from youth 
to young adult.  In middle school you will gain independence through new educational experiences.  
 
At William Alexander Middle School some of those experiences are: 

 Having independence within a framework of rules and regulations 

 Making new friends and learning to appreciate the diversity of our school community 

 Having a content area teacher for each subject 

 Attending classes in various rooms throughout the school building 

 Participating in activities as mature young adults 

 
In order for you to experience the independence that is gained in middle school, it is important that 

you act responsibly and respectfully. 
 
Student Responsibilities: 
 

 Be Here 
Attend school, subject classes, and official class periods every day. 
 

 Be on Time 
Arrive to school on time.  Move quickly and quietly through the halls and be in your 
seats ready to learn at the start of each period before the sound of the late bell. 
 

 Be Prepared 
Bring all textbooks and supplies required for each subject and always have your Agenda 
book, extra paper, pens/pencils and a novel or other book for Project Real. 
 

 Be on Task 
Engage in behavior that promotes learning, by following instructions of school staff and 
by fully participating in educational discussion and activities. 
 
 

 



 Be Respectful 
Show respect for yourself, classmates, peers, teachers and all members of the school 
community by using appropriate language and by conducting yourself in a way which 
reflects the behavior of mature young adults. Respect school rules and Code of Conduct.  
Remember: cell phones and IPods are never to be used in school.  
 
 

 Be Considerate of Property 
Keep classrooms, hallways, school grounds, and property clean and in good condition.  
Respect our surrounding neighbors and their property at all times.  Food, gum and 
candy should only be eaten at lunchtime in order to keep the building clean.  
 

 Be Mindful of School Expectations 
We expect you to carry out the above responsibilities and all other policies of the 
school.  Any behavior in direct contrast to these expectations is considered 
inappropriate in the William Alexander Middle School Community. 

 
Consequences for Inappropriate Behavior: 

 Verbal Warning (discussion with student about inappropriate behavior and consequences) 

 Behavior will be marked on Official Class Conduct Sheet, which is filled out each day by 

subject teachers and held by Official Class teachers for ongoing review by teaching teams. 

 Behavior will be noted in the comment section of student agenda books, which must be 

read and signed by parents or guardians.  We highly recommend that the Agenda Book be 

reviewed every night.  

 Phone Call or Letter to parent(s) 

 Indoor Lunch rather than outdoor lunch privileges 

 Participation Denied for Special School Activities 

 Referral to Grade Assistant Principal 

 Suspension as a result of violation of NYC Board of Education Student Code of Conduct 

 

http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/188AF3E2-F12B-4754-8471-F2EFB344AE2B/0/DiscCodebooklet2013final.pdf

