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Beyond the Double Doors:  

8th Graders Say Farewell To 83 
During End-of-the-Year Events 
 

by Natalie Sanchez 8-509 

     Naturally, when the word “youth” comes to 

mind, people remember their days of adolescence. 

At first, their hearts usually become very gentle 

and light-weight as they reminisce about the 

bright, simplistic pleasures they had when they 

were young. Slowly but surely, though, bitter-

sweet nostalgia bites back at them as they yearn 

for the childhood they had to leave behind so long 

ago. In a similar way, it has dawned on our 

school’s eighth graders that this school year is not 

the only thing coming to an end in a short amount 

of time -- it’s also their youth and time spent at PS 

83, since high school will be the next major mile-

stone to face. Although the Class of 2018 has be-

gun to realize that their youth is starting to fleet at 

last, there are some special end-of-the-year events 

to help our graduates say farewell to PS 83, which 

include the National Junior Honor Society, the 

Awards Night Ceremony, the Lake Compounce 

trip, Prom Night, and Graduation. 

    Two special events held during the end of May 

and beginning of June essentially focused on hon-

oring the academic success of multiple senior stu-

dents. On May 30, 2018, PS 83 hosted its yearly 

National Junior Honor Society ceremony. A mul-

titude of eighth graders were invited to the event 

and were congratulated for the dedication, hard 

work, and intellectual strength they put in 

throughout the year(s) to achieve “the highest ed-

ucational award our school has to offer.” On June 

4, 2018 (starting at 6 p.m.), PS 83 hosted its 

Awards Night Ceremony, during which many 

eighth graders received numerous different kinds 

of awards based on some achievements they made 

throughout the school year. The valedictorian and 

salutatorian were also announced during this event 

which created an eager buzz throughout the 

school in anticipation to discover who they were. 

    In the middle of June, two major events took 

place that were definitely guaranteed to provide 

fun and enjoyment for anyone who attended the 

Lake Compounce trip and prom night. The trip to 

Lake Compounce was on June 7, 2018 and was 

only available for students to attend if they had 

met certain academic and behavioral requirements 

throughout the school year. Students had been in-

vited out to spend the day to enjoy the amusement 

 
  

 
Grade 7 Students Shine  

In Mock Trial Competition 

 

by Angelica Diaz and  

     After a whole school year of training, the PS 83 

Mock Trial team, led by seventh grade teacher Mr. An-

drew Bernstein, competed in its first competition on 

May 17, 2018. The defense team includes Ayaisha Al-

saedi, 7-409, Shanelle Dong, 7-409, and Ashally De La 

Cruz , 7-409, as lawyers, Amani Hayan, 7-409, and 

Valentina Conetta, 7-408, as witnesses, while Angelica 

Diaz, 7-409, played the defendant,  Chris Rausch.  The 

prosecution team was made up of Ashyra Montanez, 

Danielle Mataquel, and Arabella Uy, all from 7-409, as 

lawyers while Lena Almaqdam, Kiara Alcina, and Sa-

rah Reda, all from 7-408,  took the role of witnesses. 

This is the first time PS 83 has taken place in the com-

petition which encourages students to see what it is like 

to be an attorney. The PS 83 defense and prosecution 

team studied a court case which they will present in 

court to a professional judge. The first competition took 

place in the Bronx Hall of Justice. Each team will be 

guaranteed a second competition at the same court, and 

the teams who get into the semi-finals and finals will 

compete in the Bronx Court Of Appeals. 

    The defense and prosecuting teams competed in two 

different courtrooms with different trials. The defense 

fought in courtroom 510, with Judge Martino serving 

the trial. “They didn’t use proper court etiquette, which 

cost them a huge amount of points”, Amani Hayan of  

the defense team stated. Proper court manners and a 

number of objections can bring a competing team a 

huge number of points. According to the PS 83 defense 

team, they indeed objected several times and their wit-

nesses have given an accurate description of the fact 

pattern of the case. In the end, the defendant, Chris 

Rausch, played by Angelica Diaz, was proven guilty 

even though it did not affect the number of points the 

teams got in the end. 

    The prosecution team had fought in courtroom 620. 

It was a bench trial, meaning there is no jury and the 

judge decides the verdict. The prosecution team felt 

they had done a good job although they wished they 

could have objected. “I feel that our team needs to real-

ly understand the rules of evidence so that we can ob-

ject, something vital to the competition.” Although the 

prosecution team hadn’t been able to object, they still 

believed that they performed well and stated their claim 

clearly. The bench trial ended with a verdict of guilty 

from the judge. 

    The prosecution team’s next competition was on 



Mr. Muccino’s Corner 
 

Changing The Game 

Planning For The        

Future of PS 83 
 

   Recently this newspaper reporter interviewed, Mr. 

Brandon Muccino, the Principal of  PS 83. The discus-

sion was about the past, present, and future of the school.  
 

     At the end of another school year, the topic of inter-

view with Mr. Muccino centered around how has the 

school changed over the years since he has been here. His 

response was, “There's a lot more community based ac-

tivities and events on a yearly basis. Some of these activi-

ties include the‘ Smoothie Social’, the ‘Brain Show’ and 

other events which happen throughout the year.” The 

principal explain that, as a result, “More parents are being 

exposed to the school environment with these activities.”  

     As for major changes in the buildings, he stated that 

there have not been many classroom renovations other 

than the new promethean interactive white boards. One 

thing to look forward to is that the fourth and fifth floor 

bathrooms are to be renovated soon.   

     Some important programs that Mr. Muccino has 

brought to PS 83 were the Woodlawn Leadership and 

Legacy, Bricks for Kids, Creative Connections, and the 

soccer clinic. He promotes the school motto, 

“Responsibility, Respect, Reflection” in his daily interac-

tions with the  students ranging from showing up for spe-

cial events to regular classroom visits. One thing the Prin-

cipal would like to do is to get a grant to get personal 

chrome books for all of the students.  

     From our discussion, it was evident to me that he is a 

Our Staff 
  Brandon Muccino, Principal 

Linda Collins, Faculty Advisor 
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Brianna Gjongecaj, Brandon Tripoli 

7-409 Students  
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Angelica Diaz,  Arnis Dreshaj, Bassam Hussein, 

Danielle Mataquel, JK Ronobir Rajjo,  Agnesa 

Rraci 

7-408 Students 

Farida Ahmed, Kiara Alcina, Tasnim Nobah, 
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It’s Gone Too Far! 

NFL Cheerleaders 

Facing Harassment 

 

by Brianna Gjongecaj  

        The New York Times article of April 20, 

2018, “Pro Cheerleaders Say Groping and Sexual 

Harassment Are Part of the Job” explained the 

unfair treatment NFL cheerleaders face. Many 

accusations have been made by NFL cheerleaders 

that inappropriate behavior/harassment by fans 

and some players is the norm. Pro cheerleaders 

are exposing the fact that sexual harassment is 

part of the job. They are trained to be polite if an-

yone touches them inappropriately. When they 

perform at a sporting event, they have to interact 

with the fans. This is true even though many 

times the fans get drunk and act inappropriately.  

     Pro cheerleaders are told to not speak of the 

unwanted attention. According to the Times arti-

cle, “cheerleaders say they do not speak up about 

sexual harassment because teams warn them that 

they will be dismissed if they complain.” This 

type of exploitation shouldn’t be allowed any-

where. Despite the skimpy outfits the pro cheer-

leaders are forced to wear, harassment shouldn’t 

be acceptable. The way that the cheerleaders 

dress does not give anyone the right to make des-

picable comments or act in an intimidating 

way .“There wasn’t any protection from it,” Ms. 

Holt said. Even when there were authority figures 

with them, many of these actions would continue. 

It is very distressing that the professional teams 

that many look up condone this unprofessional 

behavior. The NFL teams make a profit by send-

ing theses young women into pregame tailgating 

and other gatherings where they are subjected to 

offensive sexual harassment. 

    The NFL should rethink its treatment of pro 

cheerleaders. This type of assault can take a large 

toll on a woman's mental health. It is exactly what 

the women of the world are complaining about 

Bark Back! If you want to express your opinions 

about anything you read in the Barking News, write 

an email to Ms. Collins (lcollin3@schools.nyc.gov.) 

You must include your name and class and be        

“Student Voice” Enables 

Teens To Speak Through Art   
 

     Many issues that our society faces have been broad-

cast throughout the United States. A tremendous amount 

of people have either talked or heard about these 

“conflicts,” whether it be a school shooting or a LGBTQ 

protest. Although many acknowledge these “acts,” The 

New York Times took the initiative to create a “learning 

experience” for teenagers to connect with these problems 

in a creative way. They introduced “Student Voice” 

which means that teens could either write or draw issues 

that represent how they feel about it. The Times decided 

to construct an opportunity to many young ones to ex-

press their opinions in the most colorful way, or at least 

that’s what nearly ten-thousand teens said.  

     The reason why The New York Times wanted to cre-

ate the “Student Voice” is because they believe that teen-

agers should get the chance to speak their minds about 

problems in a way where the viewer can understand their 

emotions better.  Nearly ten-thousand students sent in 

either artwork or a full essay to The Times which shows 



  America’s Crime Rate 

Why Has it Increased? 
 

 

     After over sixty years of war have separated 

the two countries of North and South Korea, 

North Koreans might agree to peace and the end 

of the armistice. This comes with the news that 

Kim Jong-un and Moon Jae-in have met at the 

border of their two countries. The two signed a 

declaration at their historic meeting. This opens 

up new hopes for peace and reunification. 

Thoughts of denuclearization are occurring on 

both sides of the story. 

    However, North Korea has done this before. 

In 1992, North Korea signed an agreement with 

the South. In 1994, North Korea signed an un-

derstanding with the South. In 2005 and 2012, 

this happened again. However, these promises 

were not kept and nuclear tests were still done 

by the North Koreans. There is still opposition 

by many people about the validity of these 

claims by North Korea. Many conservatives  

believe that North Korea is playing South Korea 

and the United States. North Korea may just 

continue with growing their nuclear arsenal as 

the other countries do nothing. 

    In spite of this, both Mr. Kim and Mr. Moon 

have agreed to “actively cooperate to establish a 

permanent and solid peace regime on the Kore-

an Peninsula.” According to the Wall Street 

Journal, a possible US-NK summit between 

President Trump and Kim Jong-un has had 

many South Koreans downplay any hope for 

peace despite the President’s hopes that the 

summit could achieve their goals. Perhaps the 

division that has separated the Korean people 

can finally dissolve and the threat of North Ko-

rea can be neutralized. No one knows what may 

come out of these diplomatic meetings between 

Poppin Population: 

How the Bronx is Booming 
 

     New York City has always been known as the “City 

that Never Sleeps” yet there is a side to the city that is of-

ten overlooked by tourists and outsiders, the popula-

tion.  Anyone who has walked the streets, ridden the sub-

way, or simply lived in New York knows the city is ex-

tremely crowded, but the record number of tourists aren’t 

the only ones to blame.                                                    

     New analysis of Census Bureau population estimates 

by the Department of City Planning finds that New York 

City’s population reached a record high of 8.6 million 

people last year, a 447,565-person increase from the 2010 

census.  However, the surprising information is the New 

York City borough with the number one population 

growth is the Bronx. The population increased 6.21 per-

cent with 86,052 new residents to a total population of 

1,471,160. Three of the boroughs  are close behind with 

Brooklyn at 5.8 percent, Queens at 5.7 percent, and Man-

hattan at 5.0 percent. Staten Island showed the smallest 

gain of only 2.3 percent over the eighty-seven-month pe-

riod. The increase for the Bronx brings it within a close 

call of its historical high, achieved in 1970, when the pop-

ulation of the borough was at 1.472 million.                                                 

     There are many reasons for the high population in-

crease in counties such as the Bronx, where, for the long-

est time, it was well-known as a place whose resi-

dents  fled to other places. Indeed, the city has not wit-
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한국의 평화: 

“Peace in Korea” 

by Erand Rugova 8-509 

Run for the Wildlife: A Fight                 

To Preserve Our Animals! 
 

by Samantha Lien 8-509 

     Each year the Run for the Wild is a fundraising event 

to gain money to help endangered species. On Saturday, 

April 28, 2018, the Bronx Zoo held an event called the 

Run for the Wild. The event was run by the Wildlife Con-

servation Society (WCS), who is working to preserve a 

future for iconic animals and irremediable habitats. For 

over 100 years, WCS has worked to discover and under-

stand the natural world, and to inspire communities to 

shelter and protect endangered species. 

    This year, WCS's Run for the Wild was prompted by 

big cats, including lions, tigers, snow leopards, cheetahs, 

and jaguars. These animals are beautiful, powerful, and 

mysterious, thus, they're also endangered. For example, 

lion populations in Uganda have decreased by 30% in the 

past ten years. Furthermore, tigers are hunted and brutally 

killed in large numbers for their skins and bones, or in 

retaliation once they come into conflict with humans. 

And last but not least, the animals the big cats prey on are 

killed by skilled hunters to feed insatiable luxury markets 

for 'exotic' bush meat, and their remaining forest habitats 

are relentlessly converted to human uses including con-

struction. 

    Specifically, animals, not only inclusive to big cats, 

around the world are becoming extinct 10,000 times fast-

er than ever before. With events, such as the Run for the 

Wild, awareness is being brought out in the open to try to 

prevent the endangerment of species all over the world. 

As of the most recent Run for the Wild event, the Wild-

     America is considered to be one of the great-

est countries in the world. It is certainly a global 

superpower. If one would dig a little deeper, 

however, there would be something revealed that 

is not so great. The sad truth is that the crime rate 

in America has increased.  

     A September 25, 2017 article in the New 

York Times said “Violent crime, including homi-

cides, rose for the second consecutive year in 

2016, driven by increases in a few urban centers 

including Baltimore, Chicago and Las Vegas, 

according to F.B.I. data released Monday.” Not 

only did the crime rate rise, but it did so for two 

years in a row. Crime rate growth is not some-

thing that Americans expect in their country. Al-

so, according to an article by the New York 

Times “Violent crimes increased nationally last 

year by 4.1 percent and homicides rose by 8.6 

percent, one year after violence increased by 3.9 

https://ny.curbed.com/2018/3/20/17144690/new-york-tourism-2017-nyc-and-company-records


8th Grade Graduates:  

A New Chapter Begins 

In Their Book Of Life 
 

    Many eighth graders of PS 83 will soon embrace a 

new chapter of their lives as they advance to a new in-

stitution and pursue their dreams. They have spent 

years in this school, now faced with a tearful departure 

and graduation. They have gone through countless as-

signments, classes and activities to enhance their edu-

cational career, and will be rewarded through a trip to 

the picturesque Lake Compounce. As the date of grad-

uation quickly approaches. eighth graders prepare to 

leave a legacy here in PS 83, as well as making the best 

of their final moments in school. 

    Many have already decided their immediate future 

through picking and getting accepted to their ideal high 

schools. Some have been fortunate to get the oppor-

tunity to attend Specialized High Schools, some of the 

prestigious high schools in the entirety of New York 

City. They now remark their extraordinary journey in 

PS 83, and how they have succeeded to become well 

worthy alumni. 

    A few high-schoolers-to-be have volunteered to 

share their remarks about this school. Samantha Lien 

from Class 8-509 and Maggie Rice from Class 8-508 

have been in PS 83 since the beginning  of their educa-

tional careers in kindergarten. Reflecting on their expe-

rience in this school and community, they were asked, 

“Ten years from now, what about PS 83 will you have 

committed to memory?” Ms. Lien stated, “Well, hav-

ing spent ten years in PS 83, some of the most im-

portant things I’ve learned is teamwork, responsibility 

and probably learning how to embrace all the differ-

ences around me. But the only way I’ve learned this is 

through staff members and friends.  I believe they 

played an extremely important role in my journey, both 

as a student and a person, at PS 83.” Also, Ms. Rice 

answered by saying, “Like [Ms. Lien] said, [I will re-

member how I was] embracing all the differences 

around me but also embracing the differences each of 

us have [in this school].” 

    As for eighth graders like Riza Zafar from Class 8-

509, and Zunnara Shahid, also from Class 8-509, who 

have been fortunate to join later in their educational 

careers, they were asked, “How can a student in PS 83 

make the best of their limited time in this school like 

you have?”, since they were subject to a smaller 

timespan to spend in this school. Ms. Zafar, who joined 

PS 83 in sixth grade, stated, “The best thing to do is to 

spend time with the people that you have grown close 

to over the past years at PS 83, because you won’t be 

able to see them as much once you’re in high school.” 

Also, Ms. Shahid, who has been in PS 83 since sixth 

grade, stated, “They can put in their effort into what 

they do and realize that almost everything you do im-

pacts you in some sort of way. Remember creating 

memories and focusing on your education is what’s 

important.” 

     On June 4, 2018, the 8th Grade Award Ceremony 

took place in the Main Building of PS 83, where the 

valedictorian and salutatorian, scholars with the highest 

and 2nd highest overall averages in seventh and eighth 

grades were revealed. Xinrui Ge from Class 8-509 was 

awarded with the title of valedictorian, with a culminat-
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       The song “Thnks fr th Mmrs” by Fall Out 

Boy doesn’t necessarily meet the ideas that 

many people think about when they imagine 

graduating middle school. However, one lyric in 

the song can represent memories at PS 83 and in 

general. The song goes, “Thanks for the memo-

ries even though they weren't so great”. At this 

school, we have had good moments and bad 

ones. We have experienced these moments with 

friends, educators, leaders, and followers. Here 

are some memorable experiences at PS 83 that 

will recall this time for students that will be 

graduate this month. 
 

801’s Memories 

I remember doing a project for Ms. Connolly-

Shanley, where we had to plan a lesson based off of 

a poem we were given. The poem my group was giv-

en had a very dark message. I sat down with my 

group and one of my group members pointed out 

that we were all able to relate to the dark themes of 

the poem. That was until we realized that another 

member and I were some of the happiest people and 

couldn’t relate as much to the other members. Such 

experiences with my peers let me understand them 

more and develop my people skills. People around 

us influence us and the ones I surrounded myself 

with in my class created a beneficial impact on my 

perception of life. 

                                     -Mahnoor Sultan 

 

Being in PS 83 since second grade, I’ve made many 

memories in my time here that I’ll cherish forev-

er.  From talent shows, field days, and fun trips, my 

time in this school will be an unforgettable one. One 

memory I’d like to share was in the seventh grade 

annual field day trip. It was my first field day with 

my new honors class which I’ve stayed with for two 

years. On the day of the trip, we were all happy and 

excited, just enjoying the fun of the end of the year. I 

remember how excited we were for the class games 

where we went against other classes. Many of us 

were very competitive, but for me, I was just enjoy-

ing the time there. 

                                  -Carinna Sarmiento 

 

In PS 83, I have had many memories. Here are a 

few. Starting in the fifth grade, I remember being 

taught dances to songs such as Uptown Funk by Bru-

no Mars which at the time we all thought was a bop, 

and I remember walking up on that stage all confi-

dent and dancing my butt off thinking I was all that 

since I knew one dance which I’m pretty sure I 

messed up. Next, sixth grade, in which I was accept-

ed into the National Junior Honor Society and went 

to the ceremony in my best dress. I still remember 

that feeling of excitement when I received that certif-

icate, and that pin that I so proudly wore. Not to 

mention the end of the year when I had received the 

news that I was accepted into first honors and spent 

 

“Thnks fr th Mmrs” 

 
by Mahnoor Sultan 8-509  



5 2017-2018 NBA Playoffs 

A Season of Upsets! 
 

     The 2018 NBA playoffs have been fascinating to 

watch. There were also many upsets that left fans in 

despair. There were a total of sixteen teams in the 

playoffs with eight teams per conference. In each 

round, the team to win four games would win the se-

ries and move on to the next round. In the Eastern 

Conference, the young Philadelphia 76er’s team 

sailed passed the Miami Heat in the first round. Ben 

Simmons, the rookie from LSU, had been lighting it 

up these playoffs averaging sixteen points, nine re-

bounds and eight assists. The young Boston Celtics 

team without their All- Star player, Kyrie Irving, 

were facing the Milwaukee Bucks in the first round. 

The series went to a critical Game Seven. The Celtics 

ended up winning by sixteen points at home and 

moved on to the second round. Lebron James and the 

Cleveland Cavaliers faced the well-rounded Indiana 

Pacers team. This series also went to a decisive Game 

Seven. The Cavaliers won at home and moved on to 

the second round. The last series in the Eastern Con-

ference was the Toronto Raptors against the Wash-

ington Wizards. The Washington Wizards put up a 

good fight but it wasn't enough to beat the talented 

Toronto Raptors. In the Western Conference first 

round, the Houston Rockets who had the best record 

in the NBA faced the Minnesota Timberwolves in the 

first round. The Houston Rockets easily beat the Tim-

berwolves to move on to the second round. 

    Next up, the Oklahoma City Thunder met the Utah 

Jazz in the first round. The Oklahoma City Thunder 

were the favorites going into the series with three all-

stars, Russell Westbrook, Paul George and Carmelo 

Anthony. Surprisingly, they lost, leaving Thunder 

fans at a loss for words. Another major upset was the 

Trail Blazers getting swept by the New Orleans Peli-

cans. The Trail Blazers had the better team, lead by 

the all-star player, Damian Lillard, who was undoubt-

edly having the best season in his career. All Trail 

Blazers fans were disappointed in the team getting 

swept and not even winning one game in the series. 

The Golden State Warriors who were the defending 

champions were looking to win another NBA Finals. 

They easily won against the Spurs in the first round. 

    Next, it was the second round where only eight 

teams remained. In the Eastern Conference, the Cava-

liers competed against the Toronto Raptors. The To-

ronto Raptors once again got swept by Lebron James. 

Their record in the playoffs against Lebron James 

was two wins and twelve losses. Lebron James and 

the Cleveland Cavaliers moved on to the Conference 

Finals. The next matchup in the Eastern Conference 

was the Philadelphia 76er’s and the Boston Celtics. 

They were both very young teams with a great deal of 

talent. Ben Simons struggled during the series averag-

ing nearly five turnovers a game. On the other hand, 

the Boston Celtics, Jayson Tatum and Jaylen Brown, 

had been doing a great job to keep this team alive. 

They faced the Cleveland Cavaliers in the Conference 

Finals. In the Western Conference the Houston Rock-

ets face the Utah Jazz. With James Harden and Chris 

Paul this team looked unstoppable. They won against 

the Jazz in a five- game series. Then, the Golden 

State Warriors played against the New Orleans Peli-

cans. Anthony Davis who was averaging thirty points 

during the playoffs was facing the defending champi-

 

    
         

     The World Cup comes around every four years, and 

in 2018, the World Cup will be held in Moscow, Rus-

sia. Players called up for the tournament from the 

countries in the group stages will be participating. 

However, many players are facing the risk of missing 

the opportunity to play for their country this summer. 

    Dimitri Payet, Dani Carvajal, Dani Alves, and many 

others are the most notable, and unfortunately, players 

that have been confirmed to miss the World Cup. 

    The Marseille midfielder, Dimitri Payet, had a mem-

orable Euro 2016 and possibly a more memorable   

Europa League, but for the wrong reasons. This is   

because Payet sustained a hamstring injury during the 

2018 Europa League final against Athletico de Madrid.    

As a result of this, although Dani Carvajal had a great 

run and won the UEFA Champions League with Real 

Madrid, the chances of him playing for Spain in the 

World Cup are little to none. What’s even worse is that 

this will be his second international tournament that 

the right back will miss out on, since he was ruled out 

of Spain’s Euro 2016 squad due to a muscular injury to 

his right leg. This time around, he suffered a hamstring 

injury in the Champions League final which rendered 

him unable to play for his national team. 

    Moreover, Brazil’s defense will be lacking greatly 

since Dani Alves will miss the tournament. The most 

decorated soccer player, who injured his knee in the 

Coupe de France final, will have to spend the summer 

recovering from the injury. 

     The aforementioned players have to hope for a   

miracle and a speedy recovery. Notwithstanding, there 

are a few players who are slightly more fortunate. For 

example, one of the most popular right now would be 

Mohamed Salah. He still has a chance to recover from 

his shoulder injury. This is reinforced by the Egypt Na-

tional Team’s coach, Hector Cuper, who mentioned 

"Salah is in a stage of recovery not just for treatment 

on his shoulder… But we have very good news from 

our doctor. We hope he will be with us before Uru-

guay. We are optimists and we are waiting for him." 

The Liverpool forward faced a serious shoulder injury, 

specifically a fractured clavicle, when Real Madrid 

Center Back and Captain, Sergio Ramos, pressed up to 

the midfield, grabbed Salah’s arm, tripped him, and 

threw him on to his left shoulder which resulted in the 

injury.  

Salah - the Egyptian King 

        Deserves It All 

 With The Gold Cup Ring 

Injuries To Tears Lead 

To Another Four Years 

 

      Mohamed Salah also known as Mo Salah has been 

in a big war because he is being compared to        

Cristiano Ronaldo. Although Ronaldo has been play-

ing longer, Salah has made great influence on not only 

Egypt but also the British and American people not to 

mention that he is known as the Egyptian King. 

Ronaldo has been a famous soccer player for a while 

but has never been as appreciated as Salah is now. He 

has affected many people to the point where in Times 

Square they have drawn Salah’s face on a wall. As in 

America, Egypt has also drawn Mo Salah’s face on 
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     Scoliosis might not be something that people often 

speak about. Scoliosis, according to the Mayo Clinic, 

is the “sideways curvature of the spine”. There are 

more than three million new cases a year, which 

makes it important to know about scoliosis. Scoliosis 

is very common in teens, mainly females. During the 

process of becoming a teenager, the process of puber-

ty happens. Scoliosis occurs during a growth spurt 

before puberty. Children often get scoliosis during the 

ages 10-14. There are four types of scoliosis, the most 

common type of scoliosis is Idiopathic, this is what 

teens most likely develop. Although the cause is 

mostly unknown, doctors believe that it has some-

thing to do with family’s genes. In having scoliosis, 

there are degrees to which the spine curve is meas-

ured.  

      There are two normal methods to dealing with 

scoliosis, one is having a brace and having surgery. 

Having a back brace means the  curvature of the spine 

degree is twenty degreesor more. A back brace is 

painful and an individual needs to keep it on for twen-

ty-three hours a day. The brace needs to be worn for a 

couple of years. A back brace may cause scars and 

redness on an individual's back. When the spine’s cur-

vature is forty degrees or more, surgery is needed. 

During the surgery, the curving of the spine is moved 

with metal rods, wires, and screws. Having the sur-

gery has lasting effects on one’s life. According to 

www.treatingscoliosis.com/scoliosis-surgery/, “Back 

pain is not eliminated.” The surgery can cause many 

complications from trouble breathing to nerve dam-

age. Having scoliosis surgery also takes a toll on 

school work because of the amount of months of 

school missed. 

    Scoliosis is a difficult condition to have. Parents 

should be aware of a young person’s posture. There 

are many ways to figure out if someone might have 

scoliosis. According to the https://

www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/scoliosis/

symptoms-causes/syc-20350716, “Signs and symp-

toms of scoliosis may include having uneven shoul-

ders, one shoulder blade that appears more prominent 

     Since 2004, the number of ticks, fleas, and mosqui-

tos has grown dramatically (including the number of 

infected people is rising). Infection in 2016 rose from 

2015, up 73% spreading the disease Zika. It states that 

96,075 people were reported to be bitten by ticks or 

mosquitoes. This number has been increasing since 

2004, due to global warming and less cold winters. 

The population of ticks and mosquitos will boost in 

the summer of 2018 which will increase the chance of 

being bitten. Ticks and mosquitoes can spread many 

diseases that are harmful and can lead to death. Ticks 

can spread diseases such as Lyme disease, anaplasmo-

sis, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, babesiosis, rabbit 

fever and Powassan virus. In addition, mosquitoes are 

spreading diseases such as borne dengue, chikungu-

nya, and Zika. But there are ways to stay safe from 

these insects. 

     It is always better to avoid getting bitten in the first 

place. Also, it’s safer for pregnant mothers to take this 

seriously because if they get bitten by a mosquito with 

the Zika disease, this can cause severe birth defects to 

their unborn children. Covering up the skin is some-

thing important, and a person should not let the hot 

weather fool to take one’s clothes off  especially when 

going hiking. It’s safer to wear, long sleeves, shoes, 

and socks. Ticks go for lower areas on the body, so it 

is advisable to tuck in pants to cover any exposed 

skin. Putting on a hat and bandana tying it around the 

neck will be helpful and for people with long hair, it’s 

good to tie it back in a ponytail or a braid. Since ticks 

tend attack the legs and feet, it’s good to spray Perme-

thrin on shoes so the ticks will not climb on the shoes 

to get to the exposed skin (Permethrin is a medication 

and insecticide that is put on skin as a lotion or a 

spray to prevent insect bites/ It can also be used on 

hair to prevent scabies and lice). It’s better to stay out 

of grassy and bushy areas because that’s where ticks 

like to stay. After a hike or going somewhere where 

it's grassy and bushy, take a shower and check for the 

tick that are still on the body. It is good to focus on 

spots like hair scalp, skin folds, and other parts hidden 

underclothes. It’s also advisable to check spots that 

are not visible like behind the knees, ears, the waist 

area, and the bellybutton. Put the clothes in the dryer 

on high heat, for better safety. 

    By using a pointed tweezer, a person can take out 

ticks if they got embedded to the skin. It’s important 

to check pets like dogs or other pets because ticks like 

to attach to dogs and other animals, particularly if 

they have long ears. If there is an empty flower pots, 

bowls or anything that can accumulate water, it’s bet-

ter to take them out. Mosquitoes breed in freshwater 

and they still could reproduce in any tiny place that 

water can accumulate. Examine if the window screens 

are intact and use air conditioners more to keep things 

cooler because cool air does not attract mosquitoes. 

If  a person is staying in the areas where deer and oth-

er wild animals live, it is important to put up fencing 

because deer might bring ticks to the backyard area. 

Grass should be kept low by mowing and mosquito 

nets should be used there are no window screens. 

Ticks and Mosquitoes  

Small But Dangerous  

 
by Bassam Muthana  7-409  

Tell Me Something 

I Don’t Know: 

Facts About Scoliosis 

 

 A Simple Way To Improve A Billion Lives: 

Eyeglasses- A Tool To Treat Blurriness       

 

by Brandon Tripoli 8-508 

      Recently, for the second year in a row, every stu-

dent in this school was given the opportunity to be 

provided with eyeglasses thanks to the Warby Parker 

company. This was not the case until recently for an-

yone in countries who live in poverty. According to 

the May 5, 2018 article of The New York Times, “A 

Simple Way To Improve Billion Lives: Eyeglasses”, 

states  not having vision correction is “ It’s the big-

gest health problem you’ve never heard of. Doctors, 

philanthropists, and companies are trying to solve it.” 

     It is estimated that 2.5 billion people around the 

world have poor eyesight. This is concerning to 

many who have blurry vision because they aren’t 

able to see objects up close or far away. This is a 

http://www.treatingscoliosis.com/scoliosis-surgery/
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/scoliosis/symptoms-causes/syc-20350716
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/scoliosis/symptoms-causes/syc-20350716
https://www.mayoclinic.org/diseases-conditions/scoliosis/symptoms-causes/syc-20350716


7     Lights, Camera, Action! 

The Night Of The Stars 

 

     On the night of May 21,2018, in the Talent Show of PS 

83, many students took  the stage and blew the crowds 

away. The talent show consisted of the PS 83 Dance A 

group, PS 83 Dance B group, PS 83 Step Group, PS 83 

Cheerleading Group, PS 83 Chorus group, and many other 

groups. Where they showcased their wonderful skills, it 

made many people proud especially Mr. Richard Giannotti 

and Ms. Valerie Auguste-Partin, teachers who ran the 

show. Every performer  had many amazing skills and rep-

resented the school well. The students also showed the au-

dience their full potential and didn't hold back. Some of the 

performances had many new dances and songs from to-

day’s popular music which made the Talent Show even 

more fantastic to the audience. 

    After watching the talent show, I wanted to know a little 

more about the performers. So, I found myself interview-

ing, Isabella Lozano who is in class 7-408 and in the PS 83 

Dance A group. I asked her if it was her first time in the 

Talent Show, and she said, “No”. The second question I 

asked was “If she was nervous?” She replied, “Yes ,very.” 

The third question I asked her was “If she did any 

warmups before presenting and if so what did she do?” 

She responded , “I talked with my friends and I thought 

about the ones I love and then I stretched and told myself 

I'm amazing.” The fourth question I asked her was, “If she 

was going to audition next year  and, if so, why?” She told 

me. “Yes, I am because next year is my last year in PS 83 

and I want it to be extra special.” The last question I asked 

her was, “What advice would you give other people who 

want to do the talent show?” She said, “I will tell them to 

do their best and not overthink it. They have to be good to 

make it in so they should know they are already amazing.” 

    In conclusion, from understanding this information I’ve 

realized that many people from PS83 are very talented. I 

also learned that it takes nerve to get on stage and perform. 

While I was interviewing, Isabella Lozano 

     “Do the truth or you die, do the dare or you die.” This 

quote left the viewers terrified in the new recent supernatu-

ral horror movie, Truth or Dare. It was released on April 

13, 2018 and, according to Google, about 84% of the peo-

ple who watched it loved the movie and highly recom-

mended it. When reading the title of the movie, many may 

think it wouldn’t be that scary but really it is considered 

one of the most scariest films of all time according to the 

IMDb. It includes many jump scares and suspenseful mu-

sic that terrifies the watchers and lets them know some-

thing bad is coming up. The game in the movie is no 

where near similar to the game in real life. In the movie it 

talks about if they don’t do the truth or dare, they will die. 

    The whole movie is about a group of college friends 

who go to Mexico before they graduate. As they were on 

vacation, they came across a random stranger who asked 

them if they wanted to play a game of truth or dare. They 

thought the game would be harmless so the group agreed 

to play the game. When it started, an evil spirit has come 

to life. This spirit haunts them and ask them to choose a 

truth or dare that could ruin the groups friendship. These 

truths can reveal everyone’s deepest and darkest secrets. 

There is no ending the game because if ended, they would 

die.                                                  

Keeping It “100”          
 

by Lendita Alimehaj  7-409 

    The TV series, The 100, is coming back with 

a new season which will make people will stop, 

drop, and watch. It is shown on the CW Chan-

nel, Tuesday nights at eight o’clock pm. It has 

everything a person could want in the show,  

romance, action, comedy and adventure. The 

two main characters are Bellamy Blake and 

Clarke Griffin. Both have a bad history they are 

trying to change. 

     The 100, is based on a futuristic society that 

“safely” lives in space because of a nuclear ex-

plosion that made the Earth uninhabitable. Over 

2,400 people survived and made it to a single 

massive station in Earth’s orbit, called the 

“Ark”.  However, the secret everyone tries to 

hide, is that there is only enough oxygen for the 

people to last six more months. They discover a 

way, to live longer, by sending 100 teenage 

criminals, down to earth. They don’t know what 

to expect on Earth because the last time they 

were there was ninety-seven years ago. Here’s 

the catch. They are set to Earth without parents, 

police or guard members. They can do whatever 

they want. The one rule they have is “there are 

no rules”. 

    Little do they know, they aren’t alone. On 

Earth, there are “grounders”, “reapers”, and 

“mountain men”, people who have been on the 

ground even after the nuclear explosion, and 

have struggled to survive through the horrible 

conditions. They all drifted apart after the explo-

sion, and became enemies, just because they 

would do whatever it takes to survive. They 

want “100” gone, off their land. “It’s their terri-

tory. Their home…” as stated 

 

Choose a Truth, Dare or Die  

     The Barking News Staff was invited to visit 

the Fox News Channel on Tuesday, May 8, 

2018. They were accompanied by Ms. Linda 

Collins, Ms. Jennifer Lana-Etzel, Ms. Cindy 

Lomonaco, and Ms. Jillian Salerno.   

     The students were given tours of the televi-

sion studios and offices by people who worked 

there and who took time from their regular re-

sponsibilities to escort the more than forty peo-

ple who went to the midtown facility. 

     The staff learned firsthand how much detail 

and effort every minute of a news show takes to  

produce.  The highlight of the trip was an ad-

dress by Mr. Jonathan Glenn who is the Execu-

tive Producer of “Shepard Smith Reporting” and 

Breaking News Division. He stressed the fact 

that there is a great deal of pressure to do the job 

correctly and precisely. 

     Each staff member hand wrote thank you 

letters which were put in a binder and sent to the 

Barking News Staff    

Visits Fox News Channel 

by Paulina Frangaj and    



Not Just The Pyramids 

The Wonders of Egypt 

 

by Farida Ahmed 7-408 

      Every year Ramadan comes and every year people 

have the same questions and misconceptions. Most Non-

Muslims want to try and be respectful as well as knowl-

edgeable about Ramadan. 

     Ramadan is the ninth month in the Islamic calendar. 

During this month, the Quran was revealed to Prophet 

Muhammad (peace be upon him) who Muslims see as 

the Messenger of Allah (God). During this month, 

healthy and able people hold fasts and try to become 

closer with Allah and strengthen their connection. They 

refrain from smoking, swearing, committing haram  (non

-permissible) acts and holding grudges. The month of 

Ramadan is a very significant time for Muslims all 

around the world. 

    There are many common misconceptions about Rama-

dan and the most common being that every single person 

has to fast and if he/she doesn’t, it is a sin. The children 

and the elderly do not have to fast as well woman who 

are on their menstrual cycle, pregnant or breastfeeding. 

People who are sick and are not physically able to keep 

fasts do not have to fast either. However, none of the 

reasons listed above are a reason to ignore the other as-

pects of Ramadan such as strengthening a Muslim’s con-

nection with Allah and staying away from haram acts. 

Many Non- Muslims also think that Muslims dread 

Ramadan and don’t look forward to it. The truth is quite 

the opposite. Muslims around the world wait for this 

month to come. During Ramadan, there is an even 

stronger sense of brotherhood throughout the ummah 

(the whole community of Muslims). Muslims all around 

the world unite to strengthen their faith. One of the most 

common misconceptions is that Muslims do not eat for 

thirty days straight. This is false, Muslims wake up an 

hour or more before sunrise so they can eat. This meal is 

called suhoor. They also eat at sunset to break their fast. 

This meal is called iftar. 

     One question that Muslims always seem to get is 

what's the point of fasting during Ramadan. Muslims fast 

during Ramadan for various reasons. Some of them be-

ing that it is supposed to bring them closer to Allah, re-

mind them of the less fortunate, build patience, and puri-

fy themselves spiritually and physically. Fasting is also 

one of the five pillars of Islam. 

      As of 2015, there were 1.8 billion Muslims in the 

world and it can only be expected that the number will 

continue to increase.  Muslims and Ramadan will most 

     Egypt isn't just known for the Great Pyramids 

of Giza or the Sphinx. Egypt is the biggest Arab 

country in the world. Also, the ancient Egyptians 

invented the 365-days a year calendar. Egypt is 

now separated by two cites, the capital which is 

Cairo and Alexandria. In order for a person to 

travel from Cairo to Alexandria, it will take      

approximately four hours to get there. Egyptians 

and other people know Egypt as the mother of the 

world. According to the current president of Egypt 

Abdel Fattah el-Sisi he claims “Egypt is the moth-

er of the world and will be great as the world.” 

    What else did the ancient Egyptians invent? The 

ancient Egyptians also created paper which was 

back then called papyrus. Today people don’t use 

papyrus but instead use regular paper which was 

invented after the idea of papyrus. The ancient 

Egyptians didn't have technology back then to 

keep them entertained so in their free time, they 

would think of things they could invent and this is 

where all these awesome ideas came from.  

     The ancient Egyptians also invented clocks. 

Not the type of clocks we use today but sun 

clocks. These sun clocks were invented so the 

Egyptians would be able to tell time so they would 

be able to pray. Today , people use pens to write 

certain things, and to draw. The ink inside these 

pens were created by the ancient Egyptians espe-

cially black ink.  

     One of the most important inventions was that 

the ancient Egyptians invented math. That's is how 

they were able to build the pyramids! 

    People may think that in Egypt there are only 

Muslim people but that is incorrect. There are 

many Christians and Catholic people living there 

to. But in Egypt we are all one. There are churches 

and mosques for both religions.  

A Non-Muslim Friendly  

Guide To Ramadan 

 

by Zunnara Shahid 8-509 

8    

Catholic Fashion 

Out of the Church 

And into the Met 
 

by Francelys Tavarez           

     On May 10, 2018 the Metropolitan Museum of 

Art hosted the Met Gala. At this ground-breaking 

event, hundreds of celebrities came with their      

designer clothing that was handmade specifically 

for them. A new exhibit was opened up named 

“Heavenly Bodies: Fashion and the Catholic Imagi-

nation.” The exhibit’s goal is to create a dialogue 

between fashion and the masterworks of religious 

art in the museum’s holdings.  

Catholic Fashion At The Met                            

(cont’d. from pg. 8, col. 1) 

To complete this goal, the museum created the 

exhibit which expressed clothing with references 

to the Catholic Religion. The types of ways that 

they expressed the Catholic religion were aston-

ishing. For example, one of the main dresses on 

display in the exhibit was a yellow dress that was 

embellished with a yellow crucifix that symboliz-

es Jesus himself on the cross. Next, Katy Perry 

wore a gorgeous white dress which was also 

shown with a special element. This special ele-

ment was a pair of large white wings. These wings 

represented that person as an angel in the eyes of 

God which is a connection to the Catholic reli-

gion. Next, one of the biggest stars, Miley Cyrus 

wore jewelry to represent her part in this event. 

She wore earrings, rings and necklaces with the 

crucifix along with a black dress. 

   In the end, the Met Gala achieved its goal. The 

goal started out as a way to bring Catholic beliefs 

into fashion as a whole religious masterpiece. 

That was done very well when dresses and acces-

sories were made to represent Jesus, and even an-



     

A total of 17,250 people were murdered in 2016 

according to the F.B.I. People want to feel safe in 

their community and not live in fear. However, the 

huge number of 17,250 people that were killed 

instills more agitation. 

     Furthermore, when America is compared to 

other countries in terms of crime, it doesn’t seem 

glorious. According to an article by The American 

Prospect “Murder rates are far higher in the Unit-

ed States than in Europe, Japan, or even Canada.” 

If other countries can keep their crime rates lower, 

why can’t the United States do it? Perhaps more 

restrictions need to be put on weapons. Finally, 

according to an article by The American Prospect 

“Nonetheless, most Americans are convinced that 

America has become much more dangerous.” If 

the people don’t feel secure, something needs to 

be done. The people of America don’t want to live 

in a perilous nation. 

    All in all, the safety of people is a top priority. 

With an accumulating crime rate, that won’t be 

possible. If other countries can keep a low crime 

rate, America can too. However, the issue needs to 

be addressed and action needs to be taken. People 

shouldn’t have to live in uneasiness. They should-

n’t have to live with the constant worry that they 

    The Bronx Is Booming  (cont’d. from pg. 3, col. 2) 

     But, what is it that they might be writing or drawing 

about, might you ask? Many subjects can include gen-

der equality, immigration, social media issues, student 

activism, gun control, criminal justice reform, or voting 

rights.  Many of these conflicts generate their own 

opinions but “controlling” each in a creative way can 

impact the way others see it. 
    “Student’s Voice” means to have the ability to speak 

out as a student. What The New York Times did was 

turn this phrase into an innovative way to indicate emo-

tions and feelings about each “subject.” They knew that 

teenagers can take this opportunity to declare their ide-

as by using a creative approach to connect with other 

individuals. This is great accomplishment because 

schools can view this as a way to relate with their pu-

pils. Although students aren’t sending anything into 

The Times, this can help others see where students 

stand with each problem. This can also help improve 

stress levels too. Students can express their ideas with a 

pen or pencil and wouldn’t have to speak in front of 

large crowds. With these concepts in mind, teens can 

     Population growth has been fueled by the contin-

ued surplus of births over deaths (partly due to record 

high life expectancy), which has been partially offset 

by net outflows from the city. Another major reason 

for the growth  of the Bronx as a county and as a com-

munity in the last two decades is that New York City 

itself, has been booming in diversity, culture, and ac-

ceptance. This has allowed for the Bronx to grow as a 

society in and of itself.                                                                                

     The Bronx has been growing just like many areas 

in New York since the late 1900’s in population but 

also in culture and strength as a community. The num-

bers only gets a place so far. It is what they do with 

those numbers that creates power. That power creates 

change and that power is rooted in the people, not the 

label. The population of the Bronx from a New York-

er’s point of view is something to be expected. This is 

because of all the opportunities, creativity and life 

here in our very own neighborhood. This growth in 

9 US Crime Rate Rising (cont’d from pg. 3, col. 1) 

Exposed? - 

Twitter Passwords Leaked 

 

    Recently Twitter has been advising more 

than 330 million of its users to change their 

passwords on Twitter. Why? There was a bug 

which exposed these users’ passwords in plain 

text instead of random characters masking it 

which showed that that writing is confidential. 

The company of Twitter has investigated this 

and stated that, according to Twitter, it has been 

fixed. 

    Twitter has spoken out and said that the bug 

had showed up due to an issue in the hashtag 

process. The hashtag process is the process that 

“masks passwords by replacing them with a 

random string of characters that get stored on 

Twitter’s system.” according to the verge.com. 

But when this process had an error not too long 

ago, the passwords were shown in plain text 

revealing them. Due to this error, Twitter has 

spoken out saying that it has discovered a bug 

and has removed all the passwords that were 

leaked out.  

    Although Twitter hasn't confirmed or dis-

closed exactly how many passwords were 

leaked, the corporation has been persuading all 

their users to change their passwords. This 

shows that since they are telling their WHOLE 

user base that an exceeding amount of users’ 

passwords had been exposed, this must be a 

major problem. So, it is advisable that if one 

has a Twitter account, to change one’s pass-

word so that no one can log into one’s account. 

Speaking Through Art (cont’d. from pg. 2, col. 2) 

Eyeglasses Improve Lives (cont’d. from pg. 6, col. 2) 

     Companies such as EYElliance try to raise  money and 

bring attention to the problem of uncorrected vision. In 

2015, only $37 million was spent on eyeglasses. The lack of 

eye care for the billions of people around the world prevents 

them from reaching their true potential and enforces a barri-

er to economic and human progress. In addition, as a coun-

try’s population ages, the need for corrective glasses be-

comes more critical. Unfortunately, many philanthropists 

donate money to more high-profile problems such as AIDS 

and the average person with blurry vision in second and 

third world settings remain untreated. 

    The problem of poor eyesight has a simple solution. Fac-

tories in Thailand, China, and the Philippines can manufac-

ture eyeglasses for fifty cents a pair and produce them for 

$1.50.  

    Eyeglasses can give kids opportunities to fulfill their 

dreams. They can give adults the tools they need to survive.  

Some people are less fortunate than others, and, thus, can’t 



   Salah, Egyptian King (cont’d. from pg. 5, col. 2) 

     Another way that people have shown their apprecia-

tion to Salah is by creating songs for and about him. 

One song that was created for Mo Salah by the British 

is Mo Salalalala, Egyptian King.  

     Many might say that Salah is a bad player because 

he is on Liverpool which is a bad team while Ronaldo 

is on a better team, Real Madrid, but that is actually 

false. The reason why that is false is because Salah was 

begged to join Real Madrid but he refused because he 

is a loyal player and thought that by leaving he would 

betray his team. In all the years of soccer players, 

Ronaldo has never made four goals right after each oth-

er but Salah has. Ronaldo has also been playing more 

than Salah yet Salah has more total goals than Ronaldo 

because Salah has forty-six total goals and Ronaldo has 

forty-one. This proves the point more and more that 

Salah is a better player than Ronaldo. When it comes to 

respect and loyalty, Salah is the Man. Salah gives a 

great deal of loyalty and respect that one could can not 

find in Ronaldo. Mo Salah has even been an inspiration 

to little kids where they all love him. Mo Salah also 

gave millions of dollars to help the poor people and to 

build hospitals for his city.   
    On May 26, 2018, there was a game that was be-

tween Liverpool and Real Madrid but unfortunately 

within thirty minutes of the game Salah was purposely 

hurt by Sergio Ramos, one of the members of Real Ma-

drid team. Salah’s shoulder was dislocated. The reason 

for this accident was because Salah was on the verge of 

making a goal when Ramos interfered, not only trip-

ping himself, but also tripping Salah in the process.  

While they were both about to fall Salah’s hand was in 

the air, Ramos grabbed Salah’s hand causing him to 

have a very rough landing. When reporters saw it, they 

identified it as a wrestler’s move. This also comes to 

show that the reason for Liverpool's loss in the games 

was because Salah wasn't there to score any goals. 

Many people have asked this question “Why didn't Sa-

lah just keep playing in the game since he plays with 

his legs not arms”? Salah was forced out of the game 

because he is such a valuable player they can't risk him 

getting injured any more and especially when he is 

playing for the Egyptian World Cup and for Liverpool's 

finals. They all say that Real Madrid won that game 

because of Ronaldo when that is not true because dur-

ing the game Ronaldo didn't even touch the ball to help 

out. The two goals came from Bale who led them to 

three goals not Ronaldo. If Salah didn't really care 

about his team, then why was he crying when he was 

forced to leave the game because of his injury? 
   Real Madrid must have been very bad listeners if 

their coach had to quit on them. The coach for Real 

Madrid, Zinedine Zidane, quit as Real Madrid’s coach 

less than a week after leading the team to its third 

straight Champions League title, saying the club need-

ed a change in command. Basically, their coach had 

said that they don't listen to any rules and needed some-

one tougher to teach them to listen instead of doing 

what they desire. He didn't want to say any names but 

he was obviously referring to Sergio Ramos after he 

purposely hurt Salah. Their coach was also referring to 

how Sergio Ramos had a plan to hurt Salah and every-

one knows this because after Salah was told he couldn't 

play, Ramos was laughing and smiling. 
    In conclusion, Mo Salah is not only the best player 

in the world but he is also an amazing person. He do-

nates money to the hospitals and not long ago he had 

donated five million dollars to an Egyptian hospital. 

Mo Salah was robbed and when the robber was found 

and put to jail, Salah asked to set him free and helped 

NBA Season of Upsets (cont’d. from pg. 5, col. 1) 

    At the Conference Finals, only four teams remained. In 

the Eastern Conference, the Cavs faced off against the 

Celtics. This was a matchup most people were anticipat-

ing. This series went to a thrilling Game Seven. Lebron 

James and the Cleveland Cavaliers won by eight points. 

Lebron James was going to the NBA finals once again. In 

the Western Conference, the Golden State Warriors went 

against the Houston Rockets. This was another matchup 

that most people were waiting for. James Harden and 

Chris Paul had been playing well this year together and 

had been waiting all season to get this opportunity to beat 

the Warriors. Chris Paul got injured in the last two games 

of the series. James Harden had to put the team on his 

back. The Rockets lost in  Game Seven. As a result, the 

Warriors and the Cavs were set again to meet in the NBA 

finals. 
    Lebron James and the Cleveland Cavaliers met the tal-

ented Golden State Warriors once again. The Golden 

State Warriors won last year with All-Star Kevin Durant 

added to their team. Predictably, they won another title 

again. Lebron James, who had to put the team on his back 

throughout all of the playoffs, got swept by the Golden 

State Warriors. Kevin Durant won the NBA Finals MVP. 

Congratulations to the Golden State Warriors for winning 

a second straight NBA final. Will another team beat the 

Golden State Warriors?  Where will Lebron James go 

 

     For the past decade the NFL has been led by the jug-

gernauts, New England Patriots, Minnesota Vikings, and 

Pittsburgh Steelers. With many recent trades in this off-

season, the Los Angeles Rams are looking to be the sec-

ond Rams team in history to win the Super Bowl. They 

are hoping for very promising season with rising star Jar-

ed Goff, the team's quarterback, as well as veterans such 

as Aqib Talib and Ndamukong Suh. 
    The Rams offense and defense have seen a complete 

overhaul. Notable signing are five superstars in Aqib Tal-

ib from the Denver Broncos, Marcus Peters from the 

Kansas City Chiefs, Sam Shields from Free Agency, 

Ndamukong Suh from Free Agency, and Brandin Cooks 

from the New England Patriots. Talib was traded for a 

fifth-round pick for the recently-held 2018 draft. Talib, at 

thirty-two, is slowly creeping out of his prime. Marcus 

Peters, the young twenty-five year old, was traded out of 

Kansas City to LA for a 2018 fourth-round pick and a 

2019 second-round pick. Sam Shields was picked up in 

Free Agency after not playing the entire 2017-2018 NFL 

season. Shields was a big part of the Green Bay Packers, 

Super Bowl XLV run before getting injured early in the 

game. Ndamukong Suh, one of the best defensive tackles 

was a free agent until signing with the Rams and will now 

work with Aaron Donald another amazing Defensive End 

who has spent his whole career with the Rams. Brandin 

Cooks was traded to the Rams for a first-round pick. 

Cooks is a young wide-receiver who helped the Patriots 

to Super Bowl LII before getting injured. He is replacing 

Sammy Watkins who went to the Chiefs in Free Agency. 
    With these new changes, the LA Rams are looking at a 

season that goes deep in the playoffs or to the Super 

Bowl, with the new talent added to the roster including 

young and old. The Los Angeles Rams are looking to be 

the next “Greatest Show on Turf.” My pick for the 2019 

Super Bowl are the Jacksonville Jaguars and the LA 
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The New “Greatest Show On Turf” 
LA Rams Hoping To Make History 
As 2nd Team To Win Super Bowl 
 



 

     One of the biggest yearly events in gaming is 

the Electronic Entertainment Expo, otherwise 

known as E3 is set to take place between June 12 

and June 14, 2018 in Los Angeles, California.  E3 

is a massive event, originally only opened to the 

press, where reporters would learn about the new-

est updates from video game developers, publish-

ers, electronics manufacturers, and the like. Up 

until the 2016 Expo, E3 had been closed off from 

the public, hosted privately for news reporters and 

press companies. However, for the first time ever, 

E3 was held with 15,000 tickets available for pur-

chase to the public in the 2017 Expo and is contin-

uing to do so again this year. 

    The 2018 Expo is further breaking the trends of 

past years by having an arena for competitive gam-

ing for the first time. The arena will host live gam-

ing events throughout the entire event and can seat 

more than 200 attendees. A person can expect to 

see many updates from major game publishers 

throughout the event. Some of the major corpora-

tions you should expect to see throughout the event 

are EA, Microsoft, Bethesda, Ubisoft, Square Enix, 

Sony and Nintendo. Each of these companies are 

set to hold a press conference on one of the three 

days the event takes place. 

    Several press conferences have already been 

held in preparation Firstly, one of the biggest pub-

lishers, Electronic Arts, otherwise shortened to EA, 

held their press conference this past Saturday, June 

9, 2018. Amongst their major reveals and updates 

was an update on the progress of their major up-

coming game “Anthem”. “Anthem”, which is set 

to be released on February 22, 2019 is a sci-fi role-

playing game where players, known as freelancers, 

control suits, known as Javelins, in an attempt to 

take back a world now overrun by monsters. Other 

releases include a new trailer for their next major 

combat shooting game, “Battlefield V”, as well as 

updates and info on their major sports titles, 

“FIFA” and “Madden”, for soccer and football, 

respectively. 

    Sunday, June 10, 2018 was an even more event-

ful day than the previous. This time, Microsoft, 

famous for their “Xbox” series of consoles and ex-

clusive games such as “Gears of War”, and game 

developer Bethesda, famous for their “Elder 

Scrolls” and “Fallout” games, held their press con-

ferences as well. 

    Firstly, Microsoft kicked off the day with their 

press conference. They unveiled many updates and 

new trailers for both games currently available and 

upcoming titles. Their major pirate title, “Sea of 

Thieves”, is said to get two new expansions to the 

game, known as “Cursed Sails” and “Foresaken 

Shores”, respectively. Furthermore, battle-royale 

shooter game “Player Unknown’s Battlegrounds” 

is said to get a new map sometime this summer. 

Along with the updates, Microsoft also announced 

a handful of new games. Some of these titles in-

clude, “Sekio: Shadows Die Twice”, “Ori and the 

   So everyone has been talking about how this game 

called Fortnite: Battle Royale has been taking “over the 

world” with its fascinating graphics and the gameplay 

itself. The average thirteen-year-old can spend an hour or 

two everyday on this game with friends or anybody and 

spend every penny on something called V- bucks. V- 

bucks are bought and made to be spend on dances and/or 

outfits, too. An estimation of about $223 million has 

been spent on this game by those who play it since it 

came out in September, 2017. 

    To begin with, Fortnite is a Battle Royale game where 

a player  has to be the last one standing out of one-

hundred people per game. This is a real problem because 

most of the world’s population has been killed by a 

storm and zombie-like creatures called husks rise to at-

tack the remaining population. 

     Throughout the game, a participant needs to find 

types of guns, materials, and medical supplies to stay 

alive. At times, a gamer will have to get in to some fights 

along the way as a challenge to win the game. The most 

stressful situation to go through a storm of acid rain. 

Therefore, there is a circle where a player has to stay in 

order not get trapped by the acid rain. The longer the 

game is, the smaller the circle will get for survival. The 

object is to eventually find a way to expand the storm 

shields and return the Earth to its normal state. 

     Competitors can play up to three different game 

modes which are solo, duos, and squads. Solos are made 

for only a team of one, duos are a team of two and 

squads have a max of only four people. 

    A famous Twitch streamer named Ninja, a twenty-

seven-year-old who plays on a PC/computer and is fa-

mous for his skills at this game. There are other people 

such as nineteen-year-old Ali Kabbani, aka TSM Myth 

who are pros, too. But nobody can be as good as the one 

and only, Ninja whose real name is Tyler Blevins. He 

makes up to $560,000 by streaming about his gameplay. 

He has been in tournaments and special shows where he 

shows his gameplay around the world. He has over eight 

million followers and an average of 90,000 viewers per 

stream according to Wikipedia. 

 E3: The Biggest Yearly 

Event In Gaming 

 

 

     The most trending thing in video game media current-

ly is easily the game Fortnite, which is familiar to most 

ears. A game that was once thought to be a failure at the 

time being developed by the in-debt studio Epic Games 

now is the biggest game in the world. But how did Fort-

nite accomplish such a feat. Well that is the main topic 

that will be thoroughly analyzed here. 

     Fortnite was a big hit by using a video gaming trend 

to its advantage and adding unique components to game-

play and mechanics. The trend referenced to is battle roy-

ale. Battle royale games are about usually around 100 

players dropping into a world where they arm themselves 

to fight and be the last one standing. Fortnite also does 

applies this core idea to their game. But there are already 

Battle Royale games? What makes this one any better?  
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Fortnite’s Success 

 
by  Arnis Dreshaj 7-409  

Free To Play, Expensive To Love  

Fortnite, Fortnite Here I Come!  

by Christopher Pepdjonovic 7-408 



12 “Thnks fr th Mmrs” (cont’d. from pg. 4, col. 2) 

However, the following year in 801, I learned so 

much between 701 and 801 including how to be my-

self and learning that I am much more than what I 

thought I was. I learned so many techniques to im-

prove my writing and was encouraged to try  new 

things like debates and speeches. Finally, if it weren’t 

for 83 as a whole, I would not have been the person I 

am today.   

                                       -Francelys Tavarez 

 

Throwback to when in 701 we had a Christmas party 

with Mr. Smith. We created a song which included 

many inside jokes and it really represented my time 

here. Inside jokes reflected my time with the friends I 

made and learned from. 

                                        -Andrew Huynh  
 

In my time in 701, my class and I went to the Van 

Nest Bowling Alley.  Mr. Smith didn’t know when to 

leave so he let me go to the bathroom. When I came 

back, I found that my class had left without me.I had 

to get help from multiple people like Ms.Meed and a 

school aid that I had to give directions to, so I could 

finally get to the Bowling Alley. 

                                        - Imaan Chaudhry 

 

A favorite memory I have at PS 83 is when in the sec-

ond grade on the last day before Christmas break, we 

were allowed to go to the Main Building and watch 

The Polar Express for three periods. Is was a small 

gesture that made me feel incredibly jorial, and is a 

symbol of how much the staff here cares. 

                                        - Jason Gjokaj 
 

My favorite memory would be playing tag with all of 

my friends in the Annex Building . It was so much 

fun, and I’m actually a bit embarrassed to admit that I 

feel nostalgic for those days. The times were so sim-

ple and so fun. I’m a bit sad to leave this school. This 

little memory will live with me beyond this era. 

                                        -Natalie Sanchez 

 

802’s Memories 

My favorite memory at PS 83 is receiving my re-

port cards. It shows me how well I am doing in a 

certain subject. 

                                       -Brandon Tripoli 

 

My favorite memory from PS 83 is how the school 

has allowed me to make friends and meet all a bunch 

of different people. After saying this, my favorite 

memory is meeting my best friends in fifth and sixth 

grade. 

                                                     -Paulina Frangaj 

        

My favorite memory at PS 83 was when the seventh 

grade went to Philly. 

                                         -Sam Carello 

 

   This school has created a “home away from 

home” for many of its students. Like birds leav-

ing the nest, they are about to fly higher in their 

educational journey and leave this place behind. 

That doesn’t mean they are going to forget their 

8th Graders Say Farewell (cont’d. from pg. 1, col. 1) 

The trip was longer than the average field trip -- buses 

left at 7 a.m. and students arrived back at school at 

around 5 p.m. which was a huge relief to hear for the 

many eighth graders who were awaiting a break from 

school.  

     The fun doesn’t end there, though. The PS 83 

Prom takes place in Maestro’s Caterers on June 14, 

2018 from 6 to 9:30 pm. (Doors open at 5:30pm)! A 

vast majority of the eighth graders are absurdly ecstat-

ic for prom to take place and are now practically im-

patient for this special night to finally come around. 

Everyone gets to present themselves in fashionable, 

self-expressionistic dresses and tuxedos when they 

arrive at Maestro’s. There, they can finally hang out, 

party, dance, laugh, and share an exhilarating time of 

pure bliss with their all their friends. Everyone is giv-

en the opportunity to be themselves and to have noth-

ing less than an exciting time on this unforgettable 

night, which is essentially what makes prom such a 

great event to take part in. Moreover, the school facul-

ty members actually decided to extend the hours for 

prom this year, so if there’s any other reason to antici-

pate this magical night, this is definitely one of them! 

Last but certainly not least comes graduation. On June 

18, in the Harry S. Truman High School auditorium at 

4:00 p.m., the commencement that signifies the end of 

our time in PS 83 and the beginning of our adventure 

to high school will take place. Some speeches will be 

given from people such as Principle Brandon Mucci-

no, some school deans and faculty members, and the 

valedictorian and saludictorian. As the graduates are 

called onto the high platform to receive their certifi-

cate, a significant revelation is bound to strike them: 

they are now growing up, ready to look into the future 

and take on new adventures. Tears will certainly be 

shed and memories from our past years in PS 83 re-

membered. Finally, as we prepare to throw our caps 

into the air, it will really be the end -- but not one that 

should be made through sad tears and thoughts. In-

stead, we must throw our caps into the air with earnest 

intentions and sureness that although this may be 

goodbye, it isn’t necessarily the end forever. As long 

as the memories live on, it will never truly be gone. 

That’s indeed a very reassuring, special way to think 

of it. 

    The eighth graders may be ending a significant 

chapter of their lives -- adolescence and middle school 

-- and might feel nostalgically upset about it. Howev-

er, throughout the course of these wonderful end-of-

the-year events, students can learn to enjoy them-

selves before they must say their final farewell to this 

school. Once these events are over, though, and grad-

uation comes next, what is there to look forward to? 

It’s important to remember that there is still a bright, 

unknown future to reach out to. As we walk through 

the double doors of PS 83 one last time, remember 

that we aren’t just leaving behind childhood; we are 

also entering a world in which we will grow up. There 

is something wonderful awaiting all of us beyond 

those double doors, but we can only reach it if we can 

summon the courage within us to say goodbye to 

youth and to this school. We must be willing to go 

through these double doors one last time to see the 

blinding light that will lead us to a promising future. 

Thus, as we say goodbye to PS 83, we will also be 



What If It’s Us Speaks Out  

to LGBTQ+ Community 

by Jason Gjokaj 8-509 

    Over the last couple of decades, the media has 

been breaking boundaries by highlighting significant 

issues occurring in society and sparking conversa-

tion about those issues. The LGBTQ+ community 

has especially been represented in the media with a 

plethora of novels, television shows, movies, and 

plays. A new book, co-written by Adam Silvera, au-

thor of More Happy Than Not, and Becki Albertalli, 

author of Simon vs. The Homo Sapiens Agenda, 

comes What If It’s Us, which tells the love story of 

two young boys who are homosexual. 

    The novel is written from dual perspectives, fol-

lowing Arthur, written by Ms. Albertalli, and Ben, 

written by Mr. Silvera. Arthur is a Broadway-loving 

teenager from Georgia visiting New York City for 

the summer. Ben has lived in NYC his entire life, 

and is enduring heartbreak, as he’s reeling from a 

breakup with his longtime significant other. He runs 

into Arthur for the first time at the post office while 

mailing his ex’s things back to him. The two imme-

diately hit it off and Arthur’s optimism and thrill for 

adventure is able to bring out the best in Ben. Com-

ing out on October 9, 2018, it’s destined to be a   

story that will warm the hearts of readers every-

where. 

    Various book reviewers on Goodreads have re-

ceived advanced reader copies of What If It’s Us 

from the publishing company Harper Collins. Based 

off those reviews, the novel has received immense 

praise. Reviewer C.G. Drews rated it 4.75 stars and 

said, “It seems like only a few years ago YA was 

still, for the most part, over-saturated with heter-

onormativity, so I’m glad that times are changing. 

Books like this one are part of the reason why I 

started getting back into reading this year.” Homo-

phobia is still a major issue in today’s day and age, 

but if the media continues to portray respect for 

LGBTQ+ like this novel is, society will only be 

moving forward. Furthermore, reviewer Cassandra 

rated it 5 stars and said, “Lots of YA novels seem to 

forget that teenagers have parents. This one didn’t. I 

loved the close knit relationships between Ben and 

Mr. and Mrs. Alejo, the relationships between Ar-

thur and his parents, and the ways those relation-

ships grew and shifted throughout the book.” For 

several people in the LGBTQ+ community, it can be 

incredibly difficult and stressful for them to admit 

who they truly are to their loved ones. In the novel, 

it portrays the parents as being very supportive, 

which can give readers the confidence to come out 

to those they care about. 

    Overall, What If It’s Us is a book I would recom-

mend to anyone who has ever felt isolated for being 

who he/she is. This novel is immersed with love and 

the strong relationship between Arthur and Ben 

proves that minorities can still have it all. According 

to Silvera in an interview for Entertainment Weekly, 

he says, “When I was a queer teenager, I didn’t have 

the confidence or bravery to read about other queer 

people. I was deeply closeted. I would have never 
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 Books For Diving  

Into Summer Reading 
 

     Summer is approaching fast and it is only right to 

that a young person will keep himself/herself mental-

ly engaged during the long hot summer days.  

Kendare Blake’s series just might be something that 

will get readers hooked. Kendare Blake is the author 

of the series “Three Dark Crowns”. This series is be-

coming very popular among young adults. It has re-

ceived much praise by many due to the intricate plot 

and amazing detail. The books are real page-turners 

and they would be a perfect summer pass time. 

    The books are about royal triplets who must battle 

to the death for the title of Queen. The sisters, Mira-

bella, Arsinoe and Katharine, all have different pow-

ers they can use to their advantage in the battles. 

Mirabella is an elemental and has the power of con-

trolling water, fire and wind. Arsinoe is a naturalist 

and has the ability to grow plants. Katharine is a poi-

soner who knows how to make and survive poison. 

The characters are certainly very interesting. The 

plot is also something that many will enjoy. 

    Many critics have also weighed in on the series. 

For example, the Booklist website released a state-

ment about Book 1, Three Dark Crowns. It said, 

“With exquisite world building and luminous detail, 

this is high fantasy at its best.” The way the books 

are written carries the reader into a magical world. 

Moreover, RT Book Reviews website made a state-

ment about Book 2,  One Dark Throne. It said, 

“Kat’s ferocity, Arsinoe’s determination and Mira-

bella’s courage create a psychological and physical 

battlefield that will captivate the reader.” The charac-

ters seem to be very appealing for young readers be-

cause of their relatable personalities. But they are 

seen as very strong which may be considered very 

inspiring. Many critics have been giving amazing 

feedback to the author and they should be, the books 

are amazing! They are must reads. 

    The action-pact series will leave the reader want-

ing more. Only two books are in stores at the mo-

ment. However, it won't be a long wait for the next 

Goodbye Winter, 

Hello Spring/Summer! 

by Andra Shehu 7-408 

“An optimist is the human personification of spring” 

- Susan J. Bissonette.  

 

     Spring is the time when flowers bloom and the 

sun shines. This year, during the beginning of 

Spring, the Northeast experienced cold weather. But 

it looks like finally, times are changing and weather 

is getting warmer!  

     Now since the weather is transitioning, the outfits 

are changing as well. No one is wearing sweatpants, 

sweaters, or coats anymore!  

     Summer is the time when we get a break from 

school. Students love summer because it’s their time 

off and time to shine. Summer is a favorite season 

for most. 

     Get out there and enjoy the warm weather so that 



Senioritis is Swarming  

        Like A Virus 

     It’s the seasonal affliction that all seniors and 

parents are warned about. Do you ask your parents 

to call you in “sick” for school in the morning? Is 

homework becoming optional? Are you playing 

video games rather than studying for that big exam 

tomorrow?   Many seniors, fresh off winter break 

and finishing up the last of their college applica-

tions, begin to lag. Missing class, not doing home-

work, getting lower grades on assignments they 

would usually ace - all signs of the age-old disease 

known as ‘senioritis’. It’s not hard to understand 

why many seniors crash in the second semester. 

After months of preparing for the college admis-

sions process, hitting ‘submit’ on that last college 

application can feel like collapsing across a huge 

finish line. What many students fail to realize, 

however, is that completing applications isn’t the 

end - it’s just the beginning of the journey.  It’s 

important to remember that schools aren’t out to 

catch students slacking. They realize that students 

are under a lot of pressure and that they’re human 

- it’s okay to slip up a little bit. If a student experi-

ences a slight grade dip in one or two classes the 

admissions office isn’t going to send a SWAT 

team to their house. However, it’s important for 

students to realize how a lackluster performance 

second semester of senior year can affect their 

school experience. Have I ever had senioritis?                                            

Of course! Being in a class where work is like our 

breathing, anyone would tend to slack off. Not on-

ly myself, but an anonymous source has dealt with 

senioritis as well. Most of the people I know were 

suffering from this disease. But, of course, there is 

a way to cure it. The easiest way to overcome sen-

ioritis is to avoid it altogether. What is the cure for 

senioritis? While it’s important to remember that 

battling the spring semester slump is a marathon, 

not a sprint. While it’s necessary to highlight 

what’s at stake, students need to arm themselves 

with the tools to combat the temptation to slack, 

not just the threat of consequences!  

 8th Grade Graduation (cont’d. from pg. 4, col. 1) 

These scholars were asked, “What are the tips you 

would like to reveal to aspiring students who want 

to have a successful educational career?”, since 

they have been successful themselves. Ms. Ge stat-

ed, “Aspire to be the best, but don't stress too 

much about it. Just put effort in every project and 

focus.”  Ms. Tran stated, “Don't lose yourself 

when working towards your goals. Yes, there is 

meaning behind hard work but it's important to 

still remember to care for yourself and remain 

sane. Whatever you do has to be for yourself, not 

anyone else. Your physical and mental wellbeing 

come first before everything else.”  
     As graduation awaits, these soon-departing 

eighth graders on June 18, 2018 at Truman High 

School at 4pm, it is certain that they have fulfilled 

their goals to become great students, as well as 

maintaining the reputation and stance of PS 83. 

They were relying on their notes and they were very 

scripted”, said Danielle Mataquel, about the other 

team’s defense team. In the mock trial competition,    

students are required to memorize a series of notes that 

they will use to defend their position in the trial. A     

reliance on notes is not always so beneficial to a team 

because it causes their examinations and statements to 

sound scripted. The PS 83 defense team did not compete 

that day so they watched the prosecution participate in 

the trial from the jury box. The defense took notes on 

both teams, and thought that there was a lack of objec-

tions. In the end, the verdict for Chris Rausch was not 

reached, as the vote of the jury was not unanimous. 

     The defense team’s latest competition was on June 8, 

2018 for the second round of the competition, since they 

were able to accumulate enough points to skip the dou-

ble elimination round. Also served by Judge Michelle 

Vilaverte, the defense put up a good fight. Both teams 

threw lots of objections, and witnesses of both teams 

had an accurate description of the fact pattern of the 

case. But unfortunately, the PS 83 defense team did not 

gather enough points in order to enter the semifinals. 

    Although it is game over for the PS 83 seventh grade 

mock trial team, the students who worked in it grew 

since the beginning of the competition. The leader of the 

team, Mr. Bernstein, is proud of the work the team did 

 Mock Trial Competition (cont’d. from pg. 1, col. 2) 
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E3-Yearly Gaming Event (cont’d. from pg. 11, col. 1)  

     Following Microsoft’s press showcase, Bethesda 

held their conference, where they unveiled all their new 

content. Two of the biggest highlights of the confer-

ence are “Fallout 76” and The “Elder Scrolls 6”, both 

of which are sequels to their two biggest franchises. 

“Fallout 76” is slated for a release on November 14, 

while “The Elder Scrolls 6” currently has no release 

date. Other announcements include “Doom Eternal”, 

the sequel to it’s previous 2016 release, “Doom”, a new 

expansion for their game “Prey”, a new free-to-play 

shooter known as “Quake Champions”, “Rage 2” a se-

quel to another previous release known as “Rage”, an 

upcoming sci-fi game known as “Starfield”, and 

“Wolfenstein: Youngbloods”, an addition to their 

“Wolfenstein” franchise. 

     This exciting event, the twenty-fourth of its kind, 

promises to be the biggest show in video games. Gam-

Fortnite’s Success  (cont’d. from pg. 11, col. 2) 

The answer to that is building. Fortnite allows the play-

er to get building resources to make whatever forts or 

defenses they want. Building makes gameplay more 

dynamic and allows the player to do more than just find 

cover or dodge incoming attacks. Another essential part 

of Fortnite is the graphics. Everything is animated, 

making the game feel less harcore and more fun. It adds 

a comical touch to everything. One more thing that cer-

tainly caught the attention of players is gamemodes. 

Around every week, Fortnite releases a gamemode that 

still has the battle royale concept this time with a twist. 

In some modes only explosive arms are used and in an-

other there are matches of two teams with fifty players 

each. These gamemodes add more fun to the already 

base game design. These are the ways Fortnite utilizes 

innovation to an already existing concept making play-



 

     On Sunday May 20, 2018, BTS (방탄소년단), 

also known as the Bangtan Boys, became the first 

Korean Act to perform at the Billboard Music 

Awards. In 2017, the Korean boy group won their 

first Top Social Artist Award, breaking Justin 

Bieber’s previous six-year record. This year how-

ever, not only did BTS win the award for the sec-

ond time in a row, but was also able to perform 

their comeback song “Fake Love,” from their lat-

est album, Love Y ourself: Tear to an American 

audience. 

    BigHit Entertainment released a Twitter state-

ment on April 24th, saying, “Look out for our sec-

ond appearance or––say what?––FIRST PERFOR-

MANCE at the BBMAs!” ARMYs, the official 

fandom name, all rushed to attend the award show 

from not only Las Vegas but overseas countries as 

well. The host of the BBMAs, Kelly Clarkson, 

came prepared for the uproar of fanchants and 

screaming with fuzzy pink earmuffs when she an-

nounced their performance. BTS’ performance of 

“Fake Love,” featured an impressive choreogra-

phy, passionate singing, and powerful rapping by 

all seven members. The entire time they were on 

stage, fans amongst the crowd yelled out the fan-

chant dedicated to the song while waving the fan-

dom’s lightstick. They were able to meet with 

American artists including, DJ Khalid, Taylor 

Swift, Zedd, and many more. 

    Those part of the K-pop community all congrat-

ulated the boy group for making it onto the Bill-

board Music Award stage, representing part of 

Korean society. BTS has been continuously 

praised for their success and achievements both in 

South Korea’s borders and beyond them in the 

past two years. The seven members are recognized 

as global stars because of their music and charac-

ter in all corners of the world. Their home country 

 Pershendetje (Hello in Albanian) 
Keeping The Culture Alive 

 
by Paulina Frangaj 8-508    

     With the school year coming to an end many of us 

are starting to make plans for the summer. For the past 

two summers, my family and I have gone to my home 

country, Albania. There are also other students in the 

school that go to the countries of their birth to spend 

time there in the summer. 

       Going to Albania is very important to my family 

and me.. While I’m there, I make sure to try to visit as 

many places that I can and to also do as many activities 

as possible.  Doing this is also important because as 

times passes and other generations are born, I don’t 

want to lose the culture from previous generations. In 

the future, I want my children to be able to speak the 

dialect, make family recipes, and keep our traditions 

alive. So my parents and other family members make it 

their job at this  moment to teach me as much as they 

possibly can about my culture. At the same time, I real-

ize my siblings and I also have to be willing to learn 

about the culture. 

      Some of the things my family and I do while we are 

there is at the end of August is we celebrate Saint Jo-

seph. The whole town makes a great deal of food, goes 

to church, and spends time with family members. 

Throughout the summer, I usually stay in my home 

town in the house we have there. We also travel to other 

towns and cities and stay at different resorts. For exam-

ple, last year we stayed at a hotel that was on the beach. 

We also love to support stores that are in our home 

town by buying or daily items such as groceries from 

there. My favorite thing to do is to go to the river. Last 

year, we were able to explore a brand new river that 

even my grandfather who was born there and spent 

most of his life there didn’t know existed. 

       You don’t have to be Albanian to focus on your 

culture.  I use it as an example since that is my culture. 
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Fiestas, Weddings, and Reunions:  

My Time In The Philippines 

     On Thursday, April 19, 2018, I boarded a plane 

from JFK airport ot Mactan, Cebu, a city in the 

Philippines halfway around the world.  I was soon 

going to embark on a two-week adventure, filled 

with events like my sister’s wedding, the traditional 

annual island fiesta, and the abundance of party cel-

ebrations and reunions.  I will share the story of my 

fleeting time of never-ending fun. 

     Before I got there, I had to take a twenty-hour 

flight and then go on a four-hour boat ride to my 

parents’ hometown in the Philippines.  The journey 

there was rough, but it was all worth it when I ar-

rived.  When I got there, I was welcomed with a 

huge feast and lots of hugs from family members.  

My time until my sister’s wedding which was three 

days later was filled with more food and a great deal 

My Time In The Philippines (cont’d. from pg. 15, col 1) 

There was a parade in our town because of the Fiesta 

for the Month of May. Everywhere, there were carni-

vals, parades, sports activities and concerts. Fiesta is 

taken very seriously there.  Then the long-awaited                                         

wedding took place at the extravagant St. Joseph the 

Worker Cathedral which was build in 1767.  The wed-

ding was emotional and fascinating to me as it was the 

first time I saw a traditional Filipino wedding ceremo-

ny, and, of course, because my sister was finally mar-

ried.  Afterwards, the party after was filled with smiles 

and happiness for the couple and for the night.  I was a 

bridesmaid for my sister and I was able to perform a 

dance with her. 

     Now, since the wedding was over, my family and I 

could finally focus on fiesta and catching up with the 

family.  In the remaining time, I also got to stay at a 

resort and go to various attractions. I was able to spend 

time with my family and relax.  I also got to know my 

cousins that were my age and become close with them. 

     We went to a light-filled disco, a late night party 

for everyone in the town and dance until morning.  I 

also went to the mall to watch shows and to an athletic 

court to watch basketball games. 

     My time in the Philippines was filled with happi-

ness and celebration. I’ll forever cherish my unforget-
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