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Are your students making progress in reading? 

Scholastic Reading Inventory™ (SRI) is designed specifically to help you answer that 
question. More and more, teachers are being asked to use ongoing assessments 
of reading comprehension in the classroom to track student literacy skills, monitor 
students’ reading progress, establish attainable goals, show accountability, and gauge 
the effectiveness of their reading programs. SRI will not only help fulfill these needs 
but will also provide information for teachers to work more efficiently by fostering 
improved planning for instruction and providing the ability to better match students 
to appropriately leveled text, encouraging growth and success.

SRI is a computer-adaptive reading comprehension assessment that provides an 
assessment of student reading levels, reported in Lexile® measures. The teacher and 
administrator component of SRI is the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM). SRI 
test results are automatically calculated and sent to SAM, which generates a variety 
of reports that help teachers and leaders monitor student progress and make data-
driven decisions.

SRI . . .

• provides benchmarking assessment for screening.

• allows teachers and leaders to forecast and track growth.

• generates immediate actionable reports for students, teachers, 
and administrators.

• encourages accountability.

• reports on the Lexile Framework® for Reading.

• matches readers to leveled text.

Welcome to SRI
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The SRI Educator’s Guide features practical instructions for setting up and using SRI 
as well as instructional information on how to interpret and use test results. It provides 
an overview of SRI, including using SAM to gather and analyze student results.

The SRI Educator’s Guide includes five sections:

About This Guide

The Understanding SRI section illustrates how 
to use the SRI to screen and place students and 
explains the foundations of the SRI assessment.

The Administering SRI section outlines how 
to use SAM and walks you through the student 
SRI experience, providing suggestions for 
administering the assessment successfully.

The Using SRI Results section provides guidelines 
for interpreting student results and an overview of 
how SRI results can be incorporated in a variety of 
instructional settings.

The Reviewing SRI Reports section provides 
detailed information on how teachers and 
administrators can use SRI reports to screen 
and place students, monitor student progress, 
plan appropriate instruction, and monitor overall 
program effectiveness.

The Additional Resources section offers 
suggested resources to support reading instruction. 
Reproducibles can be downloaded from SAM.

Powered by SA
M
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The most powerful attribute of the SRI is its ability to administer fast and reliable 
low-stakes computer-adaptive assessment and provide immediate results that 
can be used to track growth and plan instruction in a variety of classrooms. 

Authentic Text Passages

• Test items include fiction, nonfiction, and high-interest low-readability 
passages from materials that students encounter in daily life.

• Authentic text passages increase test validity as well as student interest 
and motivation.

• Passages do not require students to have prior knowledge about the 
subject. Each passage has been carefully analyzed for anti-bias 
and cultural sensitivity.

Actionable Results

• SRI provides teachers with an accurate 
measure of students’ changing reading 
levels over time. 

• Students’ test scores are automatically 
saved in SAM and can be viewed in 
reports generated for individual students, 
groups, or classes. Reports can be shared 
with administrators. Administrator reports 
that aggregate results for a grade, school, 
or district are also available.

• Results are criterion- and norm-
referenced, providing an overview of 
students’ reading abilities on a scale 
of text difficulty and how their results 
compare to other students.

School: Lincoln School

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Growth Report
TEACHER: GREENE 3

STUDENT GRADE

IN SELECTED TIME

PERIOD

IN SELECTED TIME

PERIOD

GROWTH IN LEXILE®*LEXILE® DATE LEXILE® DATE

Saunders, Renee 5 570 09/08/11 890 02/01/12 320

Gainer, Jacquelyn 5 780 09/08/11 1030 02/01/12 250

Freeman, Charles 5 690 09/08/11 930 02/01/12 240

Mamdani, Aliyah 5 530 09/08/11 760 02/01/12 230

Cho, Henry 5 600 09/08/11 820 02/01/12 220

Huang, Hsin-Yi 5 620 09/08/11 780 02/01/12 160

Lewis, Chequan 5 930 09/08/11 1080 02/01/12 150

Robinson, Tiffany 5 980 09/08/11 1110 02/01/12 130

Richardson, Margaret 5 300 09/08/11 410 02/01/12 110

Molina, Robert 5 640 09/08/11 720 02/01/12 80

Levin, Daniel 5 520 09/08/11 570 02/01/12 50

Stedman, Mark 5 210 09/08/11 250 02/01/12 40

Kim, Julie 5 700 09/08/11 740 02/01/12 40

Morgan, Rebekah 5 660 09/08/11 690 02/01/12 30

Gilmore, Nicholas 5 650 09/08/11 680 02/01/12 30

Cooper, Maya 5 630 09/08/11 650 02/01/12 20

Ferguson, Jessica 5 500 09/08/11 520 02/01/12 20

Nelson, Michael 5 310 09/08/11 320 02/01/12 10

Camarillo, Teri 5 610 09/08/11 620 02/01/12 10

Morris, Timothy 5 BR 09/08/11 BR 02/01/12 0

Using This Report

Purpose: To identify the growth each student is making, check the dates of the 

two tests for an individual student. On average, students are expected to grow 

approximately 75-100 Lexiles per year.

Follow-Up: Provide opportunities to challenge students who show signifi cant 

progress. Provide appropriate levels of intervention and support to students 

who are showing little growth. If zero or negative Lexile growth is recorded, 

check to see if students’ test experience is problematic in some way and 

retest accordingly.

* Scale for bar chart is based on highest Lexile® growth within selected time period.

How SRI Works

SRI Growth Report
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Accountable Instructional Practices

• Test results measure students’ reading comprehension levels, enabling 
teachers to assess their students’ reading ability, plan instruction 
accordingly, and monitor their students’ reading progress.

• Teachers can match students to appropriate reading materials 
according to both their Lexile level and interests, thereby encouraging 
reading success.

• Other tests and instructional programs are linked to the Lexile 
Framework, making it possible to share measures for text and readers 
across instructional and assessment options.

Flexible Implementation Options

• The assessment can be 
administered at any computer 
station (Mac or PC) with a 
tested concurrency rate of 700 
simultaneous users.

• The test is appropriate for 
readers from Grades K–12.

• Settings (see pp. 28–31 in the 
Administering SRI section) 
can easily be adjusted to 
accommodate student needs.

• SAM offers customization options 
to meet the needs of your 
classroom, school, or district.

SAM: SRI Settings

SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   9SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   9 5/25/11   10:57 AM5/25/11   10:57 AM
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Computer Adaptive Assessment

SRI is a computer adaptive test that adjusts item difficulty to students’ responses. 
As students progress through the assessment, the difficulty levels of questions 
change according to students’ performance. As the student correctly answers 
questions, the Lexile of each question increases. When the student answers 
a question incorrectly, the next question presented is at a lower Lexile level. 
The assessment stops once the student has answered a sufficient number of 
questions to determine an accurate Lexile measure. 

Sample Student SRI Performance
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The bar graph above represents a sample student’s performance on one SRI 
test. Each question is numbered. Questions answered correctly are blue; 
incorrect answers are orange. Note how the level of test items adjusts to the 
student’s responses.

This graph of SRI performance is only a sample. The total number of questions 
and the Lexile of each question depends on individual student performance.

How SRI Works (continued)
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The Scholastic 
Reading Inventory 
Student Experience

The Scholastic 
Reading Inventory 
Leader Experience

The Scholastic
Reading Inventory
Teacher Experience

Students log on to SRI on 
the computer.

Leaders establish an 
annual testing cycle and 
testing windows for each 
administration. These 
testing cycles should
be communicated to 
all teachers.

Assessment results, displayed 
as a Lexile measure, are 
automatically entered into a 
complete series of actionable 
reports in SAM.

Students choose their 
reading interests (which are 
used to prepare customized 
Recommended Reading 
Reports) and take the 
Practice Test, if required 
by the teacher.

Once testing procedures 
have been established 
and communicated, 
administrators support 
student selection and 
facilitate using the Scholastic 
Achievement Manager (SAM) 
to enroll students in SRI.

Teachers review the reports 
to evaluate student reading 
levels, forecast growth, and 
monitor student progress. 

The assessment begins, 
generally taking 20–30 
minutes to complete.

Administrators monitor the 
administration of the SRI 
during each testing window.

Teachers use results to plan 
appropriate instruction and 
differentiate support based 
on student reading levels.

Students may view and 
print their Recommended 
Reading Reports.

The assessment ends when 
the student has answered 
enough questions for the test 
to accurately calculate a 
Lexile measure.

Administrators review 
student, class, grade, and 
district results and provide 
support when necessary.

Teachers encourage students 
to read books from their 
Recommended Reading 
Reports, as well as other 
literature that is matched to 
the students’ reading levels.

1 1 1

2

2

3

4

2

3

3

5

4

4

SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   11SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   11 5/25/11   10:58 AM5/25/11   10:58 AM



Scholastic Reading Inventory

Understanding SRI

12

SRI test results are based on the Lexile Framework for Reading, a scientifically 
accurate system for matching readers to text and measuring the comprehension 
level of readers. Targeting readers to text enables students to practice reading 
strategies on materials they can understand. Targeted reading practice is essential 
for reading growth. 

SRI test results are actionable because teachers can guide instruction as well as 
book selection based on each student’s test score (Lexile score)—leading to reading 
success. Understanding this system allows students, teachers, and administrators 
to draw useful conclusions from SRI reports, make informed choices about 
intervention, and encourage independent reading.

The Lexile Framework

The Lexile Framework is a system that matches readers to text. It is based on 
the theory that readers will be successful and grow with reading ability when 
they are matched to appropriately challenging texts. The framework determines 
the text complexity (Lexile text measure) of any written material, as well as a 
student’s reading comprehension level (Lexile reader measure). When the Lexile 
measures of the text and reader are matched, the reader experiences confidence 
and control. Targeting reading enables students to comprehend what they read, 
build their vocabulary by reading words in context, respond to text, and improve 
their independent reading skills. Matching students appropriately to texts fosters 
motivation for reading independently.

The Lexile Framework levels both fiction and nonfiction texts from high-quality 
literature to newspapers and magazines, for beginning readers (under 100L) up to 
graduate-school readers (1700L). Tens of thousands of books (including Spanish 
titles) have been leveled according to the Lexile Framework. Grade-level ranges 
and performance standards correlate to Lexile text measures, providing a common 
frame of reference with which teachers can view students’ performance. 

Understanding SRI Results

SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   12SRI_EG_15264_006-025.indd   12 5/25/11   10:58 AM5/25/11   10:58 AM
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Lexile Text Measure

A Lexile text measure is the specific number assigned to any text, based on 
analysis conducted by MetaMetrics. A Lexile text measure is based on two strong 
predictors of how difficult a text is to comprehend—word frequency and sentence 
length. Lexile text measures are rounded to the nearest 5L and range from 0L to 
2000L. Text measures at or below 0L are reported as BR for Beginning Reader.

Lexile Reader Measure

A Lexile reader measure is generated from the results of the Scholastic Reading 
Inventory. When a reader and text are matched (have the same Lexile measure), 
the reader is “targeted.” A targeted reader can read a book at an engaging and 
appropriate level of challenge. When the text is too difficult for a reader, the reader 
can become frustrated. If the text is too easy, the reader is often bored. When 
the text is just right for the reader, the reader can understand what he or she is 
reading, and still be challenged enough to actively apply and build reading skills. 
Texts are considered targeted for independent reading when they are within the 
range of 50L above to 100L below the student’s Lexile measure.

Comprehension is a function of the match between reader and text. Lexile 
measures enable teachers to motivate students to read by matching them with 
material that they can understand.

Of course, targeting the reader with the Lexile Framework or any other system is 
only a starting point. Individual reader’s level of motivation, their subject-matter 
interests, and the qualitative aspects of a text, such as text structure, levels of 
meaning and age appropriateness must also be taken into account.

To learn more about Lexile measures, visit www.lexile.com.

Lexile Measures
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The Life and Times of Frederick Douglass
It was not long, however, before I began to learn the sad fact that this house of my childhood belonged not 
to my dear old grandmother, but to someone I had never seen, and who lived a great distance off. I learned, 
too, the sadder fact, that not only the home and lot, but that grandmother herself and all the little children 
around her, belonged to a mysterious personage, called by grandmother, with every mark of reverence, 
‘old master’. Thus early, did clouds and shadows begin to fall upon my path.

Ethan Frome
Ethan’s love of nature did not take the form of a taste for agriculture. He had always wanted to be an 
engineer, and to live in towns, where there were lectures and big libraries and “fellows doing things.” A 
slight engineering job in Florida, put in his way during his period of study at Worcester, increased his faith in 
his ability as well as his eagerness to see the world; and he felt sure that, with a “smart” wife like Zeena, it 
would not be long before he had made himself a place in it.

20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
What a spectacle! How can I depict it? How describe the aspect of the woods and rocks in this liquid 
element, their lower parts sombre and wild, the upper colored with red tints in the light which the 
reverberating power of the water doubled? We were climbing rocks which fell in enormous fragments 
directly afterwards with the noise of an avalanche. Right and left were deep dark galleries where sight was 
lost. Here opened vast clearings that seemed made by the hand of man, and I asked myself sometimes if 
some inhabitant of these submarine regions was not about to appear suddenly.
The Abracadabra Kid: A Writer’s Life
The Panama Canal disgorged us out into the Pacific Ocean, where I felt right at home. We paused to take 
on fuel in the bleak Galápagos Islands. I was dimly aware that somewhere in these South American waters 
Alexander Selkirk had been marooned, inspiring the tale of Robinson Crusoe. I wondered if someday I might 
use these remote, moody islands as story background, and made a few mental notes. Rocky. Scraggly 
yellow weeds. Sharks in the bay.

Julie of the Wolves
Propped on her elbows with her chin in her fists, she stared at the black wolf, trying to catch his eye. She had 
chosen him because he was much larger than the others, and because he walked like her father, Kapugen, 
with his head high and his chest out. The black wolf also possessed wisdom, she had observed. The pack 
looked to him when the wind carried strange scents or the birds cried nervously. If he was alarmed, they were 
alarmed. 

Pacific Crossing
Mr. Ono was in the garden, playing a round of backyard golf. The golf club was rusty, and his single 
golf ball was chipped and yellow as an old tooth. “I’m on vacation. I can’t worry about money,” he said, 
concentrating on his putt and the dent in the earth twenty feet away. He swung the club, and the ball raced 
like a mouse under a cabbage leaf. He looked at the boys and said, “I need practice. Give me a couple of 
hours, and you’ll see.”

. . . If  You Sailed on the Mayflower in 1620
Plants called herbs were the medicine of the Pilgrims. When spring came, the women planted herbs in their 
gardens. Suppose you cut yourself. Your mother would make a medicine from the wild daisy. She would 
mix it with animal fat and smear it on your cut. Suppose you had a headache. Your mother would mix 
ground-up sage with fat and cornmeal. You would have to eat it, even if you hated the taste. Rose leaves 
and the fruit of the rose, called rose hips, were said to be good for almost anything.

Encyclopedia Brown, Boy Detective
In the morning he made up his mind. He would go into the detective business and help people. He wouldn’t 
wait until he grew up. It was summer and school was out. He could begin at once. Encyclopedia got out of 
bed and searched through his closet. He dug out a toy printing press, a Christmas gift from his Uncle Ben 
two years ago. As soon as Encyclopedia finished breakfast, he printed fifty handbills. When the ink was dry, 
he put the handbills in all the mailboxes in the neighborhood.

How My Parents Learned to Eat
One day, the captain of my father’s ship said, “John, in three weeks the ship is leaving Japan.” My father 
was sad. He wanted to marry my mother. How can I ask her to marry me? he thought. I don’t even know if 
we like the same food. And if we don’t, we’ll go hungry. It’s hard to be happy if you’re hungry. I’ll have to find 
out what food she likes. And I’ll have to learn to eat with chopsticks. So he went to a Japanese restaurant.  

The Best Way to Play
“My dad said there are too many toys these days,” said Kiku. “So, what’s wrong with toys?” I said. We sat 
around and felt sad together. Just then, Andrew came running toward us. “I got the game,” he said. “Let’s 
go to my house and play it!” “Let’s go!” we shouted.

Play Ball, Amelia Bedelia
“I know there is a uniform here,” said Amelia Bedelia.  And there was one.  She took a nip here and a tuck 
there. Soon that uniform was just right.
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The Lexile Framework Map provides a context for understanding reading 
comprehension levels (Lexile measures). Lexile measures (from 200L to 1700L) are 
displayed on the map, as well as benchmark literature, sample text passages, and 
grade-level ranges. In this way, the map provides a comprehensive picture of the 
reading spectrum. 

The SRI Read For Life Report also generates a comparison between each student’s 
current Lexile and sample texts. See page 96 for more information. Both teachers 
and students can plot independent reading progress using a modified version of the 
map (see Reproducible 1).

The Lexile Framework Map

Lexile Framework Map
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Monitoring students’ Lexile measures is not only important, but it is easy to 
do. Administer SRI three to five times a year to accurately monitor students’ 
Lexile measures, and check the SRI reports available through the Scholastic 
Achievement Manager (SAM) to monitor progress, assess student growth, and set 
goals for reading achievement. 

• Check reports such as the Student Progress Report (p. 92) or the 
Growth Report (p. 76) to gauge student achievement from test to test.

• Check the Intervention Grouping Report (p. 78) to monitor students 
who have scored below grade level (Basic or Below Basic Performance 
Standards) or to group students for reading support. 

• Make sure that students read books that are on their Recommended 

Reading Reports (p. 88), or other books that are within their independent 
reading range to maintain and ultimately increase their reading 
comprehension.

• Give every student a “reading physical,” which not only utilizes SRI test 
results but other assessments as well, to gain a more comprehensive 
picture of students’ reading ability. Multiple measures of assessment, such 
as reading records, fluency checks, projects and portfolios, self appraisals, 
and teacher observations are recommended. Consider the student’s 
interests and experiences when evaluating the student’s understanding of 
text and deciding which assessment to use.

Monitoring Students’ Lexile Measures
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The SRI is a research-based assessment that has been field-tested and validated to 
ensure that it is a reliable indicator of reading comprehension.

Field Testing

The SRI is based on the Lexile Framework of Reading. A linking study between the 
SRI and the Lexile Framework developed normative information based on a sample of 
512,224 students from a medium-to-large state. The sample’s distributions of scores 
on norm-referenced and other standardized measures of reading comprehension are 
similar to those reported for national distribution.

Validity

Validity indicates whether the test measures what it is supposed to measure. There 
are several ways to examine the validity of a test like SRI. Each type of validation asks 
an important question about the test.

• Content Validity Does the test sample important content related to 
what the test is supposed to measure?

• Construct Validity Does the test measure the theoretical construct 
(or trait) it is supposed to measure?

• Criterion-Related Validity Does the test adequately predict the 
test-taker’s behavior in a specific situation?

Content Validity

The SRI consists of short passages and questions that measure comprehension 
by focusing on skills readers use when studying written materials from a variety 
of content areas. These skills include identifying details, drawing conclusions, and 
making comparisons, which are the component skills of reading comprehension.

Passage Selection

SRI passages are selected from authentic texts that students encounter both in and 
out of the classroom, such as textbooks, literature, magazines, and newspapers. 
Passage topics span a variety of interest areas. Each passage develops one main idea 
or contains information that comes before or after the passage in the source text. 
No prior knowledge is required to understand a passage. 

SRI Validity and Reliability
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Item Format

Each test question, or item, has a statement and four answer choices. This 
is considered an embedded completion item format, which has been shown 
to accurately measure the ability to draw inferences and establish logical 
connections between ideas. 

Statements are written to enable students to arrive at the correct answer by 
comprehending the passage. All four answer choices are plausible when the 
statement is read independently of the text. Item reading levels are controlled to 
be easier than the most difficult word in the passage.

Below are sample items at various Lexile levels that might appear on an SRI test.

Sample Item Lexile

Q.  When I was talking to Donny Thunderbird, he told me about his relatives all over 
the reservation. He has cousins with no mother or father, but because they are 
members of the tribe, they will never be without a home. They will always belong 
to something. 

The tribe is          .

A. lost
B. huge
C. famous
D. supportive

700L– 850L

Q.  Cody’s room at home looked like a tornado had hit it. Boxes were piled 
everywhere. Some were open, with things falling out. Others were still taped shut.

The room was          .

A. messy
B. small
C. empty
D. bright

400L– 550L

Q.  He broke records every week. No one in the state had ever caught more passes. 
Or gained more yards. Or scored more touchdowns.

He was a           player.

A. great
B. slow
C. new
D. last

100L– 250L
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Construct Validity

SRI was examined for construct validity using several measures, including 
developmental changes in test scores and correlation with similar tests that measure 
reading comprehension.

Developmental Nature of SRI

Reading is a skill that typically develops with age—as students read more, their 
skills improve, and they are able to access more complex texts. Because growth in 
reading is uneven, with the greatest growth usually taking place in earlier grades, 
SRI measures should show a similar trend of decreasing gains as grade-level 
increases. Multiple studies indicate that performance on SRI increases with grade 
level. These studies also demonstrate that the growth is not a straight line slope; 
that is, the growth in earlier grades is steeper than growth in later grades, which 
supports the construct validity of the SRI.

The graph below displays growth by grade level.
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In addition to the changes in growth expectations on SRI from one grade to the next, 
studies reveal that older struggling readers receive lower scores on the SRI than their 
peers who are reading at grade level, which is also reflected in their performance 
results on state assessments. This discrepancy between results for struggling readers 
and grade-level readers further supports the construct validity of SRI. 

The studies indicate that while growth for grade-level readers decreases as students 
move to higher grade levels, this should not be the case for older struggling readers 
who receive reading intervention. When compared to grade-level readers, struggling 
readers should demonstrate greater growth from one SRI test to the next, thus 
closing the reading gap. 

The chart below displays the correlation between SRI Lexile levels and their 
equivalent grade levels. These performance bands are established by the Scholastic 
Achievement Manager (SAM).

Performance Bands and Lexile Correlation

Grade Below Basic
(Far Below Grade Level)

Basic
(Below Grade Level)

Proficient
(On Grade Level)

Advanced
(Above Grade Level)

1 N/A 0L–99L 100L–400L 401L and above

2 0L–99L 100L–299L 300L–600L 601L and above

3 0L–249L 250L–499L 500L–800L 801L and above

4 0L–349L 350L–599L 600L–900L 901L and above

5 0L–449L 450L–699L 700L–1000L 1001L and above

6 0L–499L 500L–799L 800L–1050L 1051L and above

7 0L–549L 550L–849L 850L–1100L 1101L and above

8 0L–599L 600L–899L 900L–1150L 1151L and above

9 0L–649L 650L–999L 1000L–1200L 1201L and above

10 0L–699L 700L–1024L 1025L–1250L 1251L and above

11 0L–799L 800L–1049L 1050L–1300L 1301L and above

Districts or schools who wish to adjust these Lexile performance bands to match 
district or state performance standards, including the Common Core State Standards, 
may do so in the SRI Settings of the SAM Roster. See page 29 for more information.
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Criterion-Related Validity

SRI has been directly correlated with numerous state assessments. All studies reveal 
statistically significant and positive correlations between the SRI and other reading 
measures. Large-scale correlations have been conducted in Florida, California, and 
Ohio. Professional Papers published documenting these large-scale and significant 
results can be found on the SRI website (www.teacher.scholastic.com/SRI).

In addition to the correlations from SRI to other reading assessments, the Lexile 
Framework is correlated with a number of other standardized reading comprehension 
tests. The following norm-referenced and criterion-referenced tests have been 
correlated to, or linked to, the Lexile Framework:

• TerraNova (CAT/6 and CTBS/5)

• Tests of Adult Basic Education (TABE)

• Stanford Achievement Tests (Ninth and Tenth Editions)

• Metropolitan Achievement Test/8 (MAT)

• ERB: Comprehensive Testing Program, 4th Edition (CTP 4)

• The Iowa Tests (ITBS and ITED)

• Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests, Fourth Edition

• Dynamic Measurement Group: Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)

• Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL)

Many state assessments link to the Lexile Framework, and SRI provides extrapolated 
cut scores for these states. This allows for customized performance standards 
alignment to state outcome expectations. See Appendix 1 to review the list of 
assessments currently aligned to the Lexile Framework.

SRI Validity and Reliability (continued)
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Reliability

To be useful, assessment results should be reliable—stable, accurate, and 
dependable. A test’s accuracy is estimated by a number called the standard error 
of measurement (SEM). The SEM provides information about how accurately a 
test is able to measure a student’s ability. Once the SEM in a test score is known, 
it can be taken into account when reviewing test results. In reality, all test scores 
include some measure of error, or level of uncertainty. 

The computer algorithm that controls the administration of the SRI uses a 
statistical procedure designed to estimate each student’s ability to comprehend 
text. The algorithm uses prior information about students’ levels to control the 
selection of questions and the calculation of each student’s reading ability after 
they respond to each question. When students take a computer-adaptive test, 
they all receive approximately the same raw score, or number of items answered 
correctly. This occurs because all students answer questions that are targeted for 
their unique ability—not questions that are too easy or too hard. 

Because each student takes a unique test, the SEM associated with any one score 
or student is also unique. The initial SEM, or uncertainty, for an SRI score is shown 
in the table below. When students are appropriately targeted, using both grade 
level and initial reading level, students can respond to fewer test questions and 
not increase the error associated with the measurement process. See page 30 for 
more information about targeting. When only grade level of the student is known, 
the more questions the student answers, the more the SEM decreases. 

Mean SEM on SRI by Extent of Prior Knowledge
Number of Items SEM Grade Level Known SEM Grade and Reading Level Known

15 104L 58L

16 102L 57L

17 99L 57L

18 96L 57L

19 93L 57L

20 91L 56L

21 89L 56L

22 87L 55L

23 86L 54L
24 84L 54L
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Response to Intervention (RTI) is a tiered approach to teaching and learning that calls for 
increasingly intensive interventions accompanied by progress monitoring assessment. 
The goal is to provide effective interventions to meet the needs of all students through 
a coherent instructional plan that coordinates instruction for students at every level.

Tiers of Intervention

States and districts may define the RTI instructional model according to students’ needs. 
One of the most common structures is the 3-Tier Intervention Model shown below.

Response to Intervention

 TIER III  Intensive Intervention
• Accelerated curricula for students not successful 

in Tier II or Tier I
• Higher intensity, longer duration
• Oriented toward individual students
• Designed to build mastery of foundational skills

 TIER II  Strategic Supplemental Instruction Program
• Supplemental curricula for students who are not 

successful in Tier I
• Explicit, rapid-response, short-term instruction
• Instruction oriented toward small groups of students

 TIER I  Core Instructional Program
• Differentiated support for all students
• Proactive strategies that use a variety of 

instructional groupings to allow optimal access 
to curriculum
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SRI supports and complements the implementation of RTI through its universal screening 
measures, validated and research-based assessment, and ongoing progress monitoring to 
facilitate data-based decision-making. Use SRI results to guide instruction and meet key 
principles of RTI.
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As a proven research-based assessment of reading comprehension, SRI supports school- 
and district-wide RTI initiatives by providing actionable data used for screening students 
and identifying performance-level skills in norm-referenced standards, as well as 
supporting benchmarking, progress monitoring, and evaluating program effectiveness.

RTI Requirement: Multi-Tiered Instruction and Intervention Models

Multiple tiers of intervention allow schools to offer increasingly intensive interventions to 
those students who are not making adequate progress in the core curriculum (Tier I). 

The SRI provides accurate screening, placement, and growth monitoring for all tiers of 
instruction. Use the SRI performance standards to establish benchmarks for performance 
levels for each tier. See the chart below for recommended benchmarks:

Tier SRI Performance Level Outcomes Educators are Targeting…
Tier I At or above the 50th percentile • Adequate or better progress

Tier II Between 25th and 50th percentile • Adequate or better progress
• Gap reduction

Tier III At or below the 25th percentile • Adequate progress
• Gap reduction

RTI Requirement: Scientifically Validated and Research-Based

Interventions should be validated by scientific efficacy studies and based on research-
proven practices.

SRI received the highest rating of Reliability and Validity from the National Center on 
Response to Intervention (NCRTI). The National Center’s Technical Review Committee 
(TRC) on Instruction independently established a set of criteria for evaluating the scientific 
rigor of studies demonstrating the efficacy of instructional programs. 

SRI Alignment to RTI
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RTI Requirement: Universal Screening

All students should be screened at least three times a year to identify students 
who are not making expected academic progress. Screening measures should 
be brief, reliable, valid, and appropriately identify those students who require 
more intense intervention.

The SRI offers fast, accurate, and scalable computer-based assessment for 
reading comprehension. The SRI can be administered to multiple students 
simultaneously and completed within 20–30 minutes. Once testing is 
completed, results are immediately available to:

• Identify students with reading comprehension challenges

• Define student performance level skills in norm-referenced standards

• Support benchmarking of reading performance

For students whose initial SRI results place them below the 25th percentile, 
an additional screening for potential placement in a foundational reading 
program is recommended. The Scholastic Phonics Inventory (SPI) provides 
a deeper assessment of foundational reading skills for students performing 
significantly below grade level. SPI helps determine gaps in understanding of 
the alphabetical principle, sight word reading, and non-word decoding skills for 
more accurate placement and intervention.

RTI Requirement: Frequent Monitoring of Student Progress

Regular progress monitoring measures should be brief, target specific skills, be 
administered easily, and accompanied by decision rules to inform instruction.

The SRI tracks student growth on a developmental scale, as well as in relation 
to year-end, grade-level proficiency goals. This computer-adaptive assessment 
uses the highly accurate Lexile Framework for Reading as a diagnostic tool 
to determine instructional and independent reading levels so that students 
can read with success. SRI provides criterion- and norm-reference reading 
comprehension level test results that can be used for instructional planning, 
intervention, and progress monitoring. Once students have completed an SRI 
test, SAM automatically generates 21 actionable reports for teachers, leaders, 
and students. 

SRI Alignment to RTI (continued)
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SRI performance standards align with the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
initiative, which is designed to create a robust and relevant set of educational 
standards across the United States that reflect the knowledge and skills students 
need for success in college and careers.

SRI uses only authentic text passage drawn from both fiction and nonfiction to 
test overall comprehension. Results provide an accurate view of how students 
will understand text they encounter in daily life. According to the Common Core 
State Standards, qualitative scales of text complexity should be anchored at texts 
representative of those required in typical of first-year credit-bearing college 
courses and in workforce training programs.

Grade Band Current 
Lexile Bands

CCSS “Stretch” 
Lexile Bands

K–1 N/A N/A

2–3 450L – 725L 450L – 790L

4–5 645L – 845L 770L – 980L

6–8 860L – 1010L 955L – 1155L

9–10 960L – 1115L 1080L – 1350L

11–College and 
Career Ready

1070L – 1220L 1215L – 1355L

SRI Lexile Alignment

Under the guidance of MetaMetrics, the developers of the Lexile Framework, SRI 
can support realigned Lexile ranges to match the Common Core State Standards’ 
text complexity grade bands on which teachers and administrators can opt to 
track growth. District or school administrators can use the SRI Settings in SAM 
to adjust SRI proficiency bands. See page 29 for more information on adjusting 
proficiency bands in SAM.

Common Core State Standards Alignment
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The SRI is a classroom-based assessment administered on the computer. 
Use the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM) to enroll students in SRI and adjust 
settings before administering the first test.

SAM Roster: SRI Enrollment

Use SAM for SRI Enrollment

1. Navigate to the SAM Roster.

2. Ensure that all students are included on the SmartBar on the left side 
of the screen. Click the Add a Student link to add students.

3. Double click on the teacher name or class on the SmartBar.

4. Select Manage Enrollment.

5. Click the top box to enroll all students in SRI simultaneously. Use the 
check boxes next to student names to enroll specific students in SRI.

6. Click Save and Return.

7. Once students are enrolled, navigate to SAM Reports and print the 
Student Roster Report to review student login information.

Managing SRI Settings in SAM
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Proficiency bands allow you to determine the level of performance students must 
demonstrate to meet certain reading performance standards. The SRI Advanced Settings 
in SAM allows school or district administrators to customize the number, name, and Lexile 
range of proficiency bands for reporting SRI scores. 

Anyone using SAM may view the information in this tab. However, only those with 
administrator permissions may make changes. This helps ensure that proficiency bands are 
consistent across an entire school or district, allowing for reliable growth-monitoring results. 
Any change will apply to the entire school or district selected on the SmartBar.

SAM Roster: SRI Proficiency Bands

Change Proficiency Bands

1. Select the school or district from the SmartBar, then click on SRI Settings.

2. Use the drop-down menu to select the desired number of proficiency bands. 

3. Type the name of each proficiency band at the top of each column.

4. Enter the upper-limit Lexile for each band for each grade level.

5. The lower limit automatically fills in once you have entered the upper-limit numbers.

6. Click Save and Return when you are finished.

7. Click Restore Defaults to return to the default proficiency band settings.

Changing Proficiency Bands
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How SRI is administered influences the accuracy of the student scores and the 
data reported. With accurate and reliable data as your goal, there are sets of 
preconditions to be met that ensure the best application of this powerful tool.

The more SRI knows about a student, the more accurately it can select a 
starting point. Targeting is a practice that assigns an entry level for the first 
administration.

Targeting in SRI is accomplished by selecting an ability target in SAM for each 
student. Targeting should be done for the first assessment and is based on 
teacher observation, previous knowledge of students’ ability, and other test 
scores. This function is performed in the SRI Settings of the SAM Roster.

Targeting helps determine the difficulty of the first item that is administered 
to the students. There are five levels of targets in SRI that correspond to these 
percentiles for the student’s grade level.

Far Below Below On Level Above Far Above

Grade Level 
Percentile

5th Percentile 25th Percentile 50th Percentile 75th Percentile 95th Percentile

For example, a fifth-grade student targeted at far below grade-level would 
receive a first question at 90L; his friend targeted as far above grade level 
would receive a question at 1155L. 

SRI was developed to measure growth, so it is better to under target than over 
target. When in doubt, assign a student to the lower target. The test will adjust 
up to the student’s reading level as he answers questions correctly.

Targeting for the Initial SRI Test
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Complete student enrollment by using the SRI Settings to target the estimated 
reading level of students for their initial test. 

SAM Roster: SRI Settings

Target Estimated Reading Levels

1. Navigate to the SAM Roster.

2. Select a student, group, or class on the SmartBar.

3. Select SRI Settings in the Program menu at the 
bottom of the screen.

4. Use the drop-down menu to select the appropriate 
Estimated Reading Level. When in doubt, it is better  
to select a reading level directly below the student’s current level.

5. Click Save and Return.

For more information about SRI settings in SAM, see the SRI Software Manual.

Setting Up the Initial SRI Test

TIPTIP
Ensure Accurate Results  Targeting 
students for appropriate placement in 
their initial SRI reduces the Standard 
Error of Measurement (SEM), ensuring 
more reliable initial SRI results. 
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Once your students are enrolled in Scholastic Reading Inventory in SAM, they are 
ready to take the SRI test. Review the SRI testing process with students before 
administering the test. Directions below are written for student use.

SRI Welcome Screen

Log in to SRI.

1. Launch SRI.

2. Type in your username and password.

3. Click Go or press the Enter key.

4. If you receive an error message, check with your 
teacher to ensure that you are enrolled in the 
program and using the correct login information.

TIPTIP
Before your students take the SRI, 
you may wish to review some test-
taking strategies with them. See the 
Best Practices for Managing SRI 
section on page 64.

The SRI Student Experience
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Before taking the SRI test, students are asked to indicate what types of 
books they like to read. Students can select up to three genres of books. The 
categories include topics such as “friends and family,” “sports and fun,” and 
“earth and space.” These categories change based on grade level: K–2, 3–5, 
and 6–12.

The choices made by each student are used to create an individualized 
Recommended Reading Report at the completion of the test. The books on 
the Recommended Reading Report are chosen based on the student’s reading 
interests and current Lexile score, ensuring that recommended books are 
engaging and at an appropriate reading level. (See p. 88 for more information.)

SRI Book Interest Screen for Secondary Students

Choose Book Interests

1. Click a colored circle to select a category of interest. 
You may choose up to three categories.

2. Click again to deselect the choice.

3. The SRI uses these choices to create a customized 
recommended reading list that corresponds to your
interests and Lexile.

TIPTIP
Choosing only one or two topics 
instead of three increases 
the percentage of books from 
that genre included on the 
Recommended Reading Report. 

Using the Book Interest Screen
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After logging in, students are presented with the test directions. When they finish 
reading or listening to the directions, they click Next to begin the practice test.

Practice questions ensure that students understand the test directions and are 
comfortable using the computer to take the SRI. Students will answer three 
practice questions that are formatted like the actual test. Practice questions will 
be easier than the targeted reading level.

SRI Test Directions

Answer the Practice Questions

1. Read and listen to the test directions.

2. Answer the practice questions. Read the paragraph 
and the fill-in-the-blank question. 

3. Select the correct answer from four multiple choice 
questions and click Next.

4. If you have difficulty with the practice questions, you 
will receive a prompt on the screen directing you to 
seek help from the teacher.

Taking the Practice Test

TIPTIP
If students in grades 7 and 
above do not have an Estimated 
Reading Level set in SAM, the 
first time they take SRI, the 
practice questions are followed 
by an additional 2 to 5 questions, 
to help determine an appropriate 
starting difficulty for the test.

SRI_EG_15264_026-041.indd   34SRI_EG_15264_026-041.indd   34 5/25/11   11:11 AM5/25/11   11:11 AM



An SRI test consists of brief selections of authentic fiction and nonfiction 
literature. After students read each passage, a multiple choice question 
displays on the screen. Because the test is adaptive, the total number of 
questions differs for each student.

Sample Question

Take the Test

1. Select an answer for each question.

2. Change your answer by clicking on a different choice. You can 
use a mouse or the arrow keys on a keyboard.

3. Click Next. You cannot return to previous questions.

4. During the test you can choose to skip up to three questions. 
You may not go back to these questions.

Taking an SRI Test
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Students may quit and save incomplete SRI tests to accommodate schedules for 
computer use or if they simply need more time. When they log in to SRI again, they 
will be automatically prompted to continue taking the test. 

Exit Test Screen

Exit the SRI Before Completion

1. If you need to exit the test before completion, 
press the Escape key.

2. Click Yes to exit the test.

3. To complete your test, log in to SRI. The SRI will 
prompt you to complete the test.

Returning to an Incomplete SRI Test

TIPTIP
If students begin feeling fatigued, 
allow them to take a break. Have 
students save the incomplete test 
and return to complete the test 
after the break.
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At the completion of the test, students can click View to see an individualized 
Recommended Reading Report based on the results from the SRI test and the 
types of books selected on the Book Interest screen. These are selected from a 
database of age-appropriate books. 

Print the Reading Report

To print the customized Recommended Reading Report, students can click 
Print after clicking View. The Print window will open. Click OK to print the 
Recommended Reading Report.

Exit SRI

To exit the program, students simply click Quit once they are given the choice. 
The program will close. You may wish to have students write down their Lexile 
score before exiting the test.

Viewing the Recommended Reading Report

Results Screen
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Establish a plan and structure for administering an SRI test. Share the plan with 
students and create a comfortable environment to maximize student performance.

Create a Comfortable Assessment Experience

• Emphasize that the purpose of SRI is to find out how well students are reading.

• Explain the test format to students and go over several sample items aloud 
with the class.

• Model SRI on an interactive whiteboard or projector to familiarize students 
with the format.

• Make sure students have the basic computer skills necessary to complete 
the assessment. 

• Inform both students and parents ahead of time when the assessment will 
be administered. 

• Explain that SRI is not a race and not meant to be competitive, so students 
should take their time to complete the assessment.

• Explain the computer adaptive nature of the test: that students cannot return 
to previous questions, that they can skip up to three questions without penalty, 
and that the SRI should get harder as they progress.

Administer the Test in Different Environments

• SRI can be administered wherever computer systems are available: in the 
classroom, in a computer lab, or in a library media center. Typically, students 
take between 20 and 30 minutes to complete the test. Dedicated computers 
are not needed.

• For classroom test environments, test students throughout the week. Assign 
time slots for students to take the test each day. Be sure to give students 
enough time, particularly younger students or students with special needs. 
When students are taking tests, organize quiet activities for the rest of the 
class so that test-takers are not disturbed. 

• When there is a computer for every student, administer the test to all students 
at one time. Do not put a time limit on the test. Students will finish at different 
times. Allow students who finish before others to read silently upon completing 
the test, so that other students are not disturbed.

Tips for Administering SRI
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Moderate Test Taking

• Make sure that you or another adult is available to answer questions during 
testing, or to help if there are technical problems with the computer.

• Assist younger students as they get started, if necessary, by helping them log on 
and enter their passwords.

• Make sure that students pay attention to the directions as they read aloud before 
the test begins. Encourage students to read along with the spoken directions. 
Ask if everyone understands the directions.

• Emphasize that students will take a Practice Test the first time they take the test, 
if you have decided to use this feature.

• Encourage students to use headphones if they need help concentrating or 
avoiding distraction.

• On subsequent administrations, review the test procedures to ensure that each 
test is taken correctly, with the same degree of seriousness. Inform students that 
subsequent tests begin at the reading level where they left off, which may make 
the initial questions seem more challenging.
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SRI results can be used for screening and placement decisions, as well as 
administered throughout the year for progress monitoring. SRI is based on prior 
knowledge of a student’s ability; the starting point for each subsequent test is 
determined by the student’s previous performance. 

Establishing an SRI Testing Cycle

SRI assumes that instruction will occur between administrations, and it assumes 
that the student cannot grow more than a certain number of Lexile measures 
in a set range of time. It is recommended that students take the SRI test three 
or four times each year, with each test administration at least 30 days apart. 
Spacing the assessments in this way allows time between tests for students to 
make gains through instruction and practice and for teachers to make informed 
instructional decisions.

It is common to front-load the SRI test by administering two tests in the fall, 
followed by one test in the winter and a final summative test in the spring. In this 
way teachers and administrators can ensure a reliable fall score for determining 
instructional plans and appropriate placement. Subsequent SRI administrations 
are completed to monitor reading growth.

Targeted Testing Administration Model

AUG DEC MAR JUNE

PROGRESS MONITORING

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

1ST TEST
FALL

2ND TEST
WINTER

3RD TEST
SPRING

4TH TEST:
SUMMATIVE

ASSESSMENT—
FINAL

Establishing an SRI Testing Calendar
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Sometimes schools choose not to target students for initial SRI testing. They make this 
choice deliberately because they do not have the resources to expend for consistent 
input of data (see page 31). 

For untargeted students we suggest that schools complete an initial SRI administration 
at the beginning of the year and a second administration approximately 45–60 days 
with the resumption of the regular schedule of spring and midterm testing. This 
schedule will assist in providing greater accuracy of scores.

Untargeted Testing Administration Model

AUG DEC MAR JUNE

PROGRESS MONITORING

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION

3RD TEST 
WINTER/SPRING

4TH TEST:
SUMMATIVE

ASSESSMENT— 
FINAL

1ST TEST
FALL 1

2ND TEST
FALL 2

A school may add a test administration in the spring for a total of five test 
administrations. At least 30 days must elapse between test administrations.

Establishing SRI Testing Windows

In addition to establishing the total number of SRI administrations within a school 
year, schools and districts often establish “windows”–specific periods of time to 
administer each round of SRI testing. Establishing a range of testing dates for each 
SRI administration enables teachers and students to prepare for an optimal testing 
experience and address any challenges that may occur with the testing experience.

Establishing school- or district-wide testing windows also ensures that accurate 
growth comparisons can be made. Many schools and districts establish common 
testing windows of two to four weeks.
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SRI provides both criterion-referenced and norm-referenced test results. Criterion-
referenced test results indicate a student’s knowledge or skills as determined by a fixed 
measure. Norm-referenced results indicate how a student is performing by comparing that 
student to other students’ performance, which is a changing measure.

Criterion-Referenced Results

The Lexile measure is criterion-referenced because it tells you at which level the student 
is reading. One standard metric, the Lexile measure, is used from first grade through 
graduate school to assess a student’s reading ability, making it easy to chart a student’s 
growth over the years. To draw an analogy, consider a ruler that uses inches and feet to 
measure how tall a child is and how much the child has grown from age eight to age 
eleven. The Lexile measure works in much the same way, giving an accurate picture of 
reading growth.

SRI gives teachers the Lexile measure of a book against which they can interpret a 
student’s test results and reading growth. A book’s Lexile measure is invariant because 
the text complexity does not change, therefore the level of reading ability needed to read 
that book will not change. For example, Judy Blume’s Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing will 
always require the same level of reading ability to comprehend the book.

Not only are the books fixed measures against which to interpret a student’s ability, but 
they are also familiar benchmarks. For example, if a fourth grade student’s Lexile measure 
matches that of Charlotte’s Web, then the teacher knows from experience with this classic 
book that the student is reading on the appropriate level. Because the Lexile measure is 
applied to well-known books, teachers can interpret students’ test results in a quantitative 
way—by looking at the books the student can read.

Types of SRI Results
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Norm-Referenced Results

To provide another familiar context in which to interpret Lexile measures, SRI provides 
norm-referenced results, including grade-level ranges and performance standards. 
A student’s Lexile measure corresponds to the grade-level range at which the student is 
demonstrating proficiency in reading. SRI reports tell you whether the student is reading 
on, above, or below grade level. The reports also indicate the student’s performance 
standard (Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, Advanced)—the level of proficiency at which 
the student is reading at that grade. 

Norm-referenced metrics that are represented in SRI reports include national percentile 
rank, stanines, and normal curve equivalents (NCE). Other nationally normed tests, 
e.g., Stanford 9 (SAT9), the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT), and the Iowa 
Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) have been linked to the Lexile Framework as well. For 
certain accountability purposes, norm-referenced measures (e.g., stanines or national 
percentiles) are required.

Grade Level Performance Standard
Above Advanced

On Proficient

Below Basic; Below Basic

The correlation between Grade Level and Performance Standard
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Teachers administer the SRI throughout the school year to monitor student 
progress. Results can be compared against the original (norm) group that took 
the test. SAM Reports for individual students, classes, schools, or districts 
display SRI results with the following metrics:

Normative Data

1

1

1

1 2 5 9 9 5 2 115 18 18 15

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 99

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 95

2 3 4 5
Stanines

Percentiles

Normal curve equivalent scores (NCEs)

Percentage of area

under the normal curve

6 7 8 9

Percentile Rank A student’s percentile rank is a score that tells the percent 
of students in a particular group that received lower scores on a test than 
the student did. It shows the student’s relative position, or rank, in a group of 
students who are in the same grade. For example, if a student scores at the 
65th percentile, it means that the student performed as well or better than 
65% of the norm group.

Understanding Normative Results
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Stanine A stanine is a standardized score ranging from 1 to 9. Unlike percentile 
rank, stanine scores are equally distributed across the entire bell curve for 
all grade levels. Stanines represent a range of scores. Stanines of 1–3 are 
considered below average, stanines of 4–6 are considered average, and 
stanines of 7–9 are considered above average. Like percentiles, stanines 
indicate a student’s standing in comparison with the norm group.

Normal Curve Equivalent (NCE) The NCE is a way of measuring where a 
student falls along a normal bell curve. NCE’s range from 1 to 99. If a student 
was to make exactly one year of progress after one year of instruction, his NCE 
score would remain the same and his NCE gain would be zero, even though 
his Lexile would increase. Students who make more than a year’s progress will 
have made a larger gain, resulting in a larger NCE score. 

Grade Level The grade level indicates how close to grade-level proficiency a 
student’s reading level is, based on his Lexile and associated grade-level Lexile 
range. Grade level equivalencies range from Far Below Grade Level to Far Above 
Grade Level.

Performance Standard A performance standard associates a student’s Lexile 
with one of four performance standards: Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, and 
Advanced. These performance standards include a range of Lexile scores which 
vary by grade level.

SRI_EG_15264_042-067.indd   47SRI_EG_15264_042-067.indd   47 5/25/11   11:38 AM5/25/11   11:38 AM



Scholastic Reading Inventory

Using SRI Results

48

As students develop stronger comprehension skills, their reading growth 
is reflected in their SRI results. When readers are young or just learning to 
read, their growth rate will be higher. As they become fluent, the rate of 
growth decreases. For example, when you were learning to read, you likely 
made large gains in reading comprehension initially. Now that you are a 
fluent reader, your gains are likely very small.

Understanding SRI Growth Expectations

Determining appropriate growth expectations depends on the student’s 
grade level and current Lexile score. The expected growth rate chart below 
is based on students whose normative results indicate that they are reading 
at the 25th, 50th, and  75th percentiles.

Grade Average Annual Lexile Growth1

25
th
 Percentile 50

th
 Percentile 75

th
 Percentile

3–5 140L 80L 60L

6–8 70L 30L 20L

9–11 50L 30L 20L

Without intervention, students with lower initial Lexile scores may take 
longer to reach proficiency. Compare students’ initial Lexile and grade-level 
growth expectations to determine how much growth is expected.

Using Results for Progress Monitoring

1  In July 2008, SRI fall-to-spring growth expectations were recalculated based on seven years of 
student data from a large urban school district in South Florida. In the data set, each grade level 
grouping included all pre- and post-test SRI scores collected for that grade over the seven years 
studied. A total of 82,954 students were included in the sample.
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DATA STORY

DATA STORY

Setting Individual Growth Targets

Students who understand established SRI growth targets are more likely to 
be motivated to do whatever it takes to succeed. Use individual student SRI 
reports, performance standard information, and Conference Logs to discuss 
growth with students.

Student : Chris Collins
Grade : 7
Initial Lexile: 784L
Performance Standard: Basic
Final Lexile: 868L
Performance Standard: Advanced

Chris began the year with a Lexile in the Basic range. 
His teacher implemented an incentive system to 
recognize students with reading growth, and also 
encouraged Chris to read books at higher Lexile levels 
to stretch his comprehension. By the end of the year, 
Chris moved to the Advanced performance standard.

Student : Lydia Gonzalez
Grade : 10
Initial Lexile: 640L
Performance Standard: Below Basic
Final Lexile: 740L
Performance Standard: Basic

Lydia began the year with a Lexile in the Below Basic 
range. Her teacher helped her set a goal to move up 
one performance standard by the end of the year. 
By regularly conferencing to track her growth and 
providing additional support during reading instruction, 
Lydia moved to the Basic performance standard by the 
end of the year.
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SRI Growth Case Study: 
What Growth Should I Expect?
Review the case study below to learn how to set and track student SRI growth 
expectations. Use these steps when communicating growth targets to your students.

DATA STORY

Student : Robert Molina
Grade : 5
Fall Lexile: 640L
Spring Lexile: 720L
Performance Standard: Proficient

1. Administer an initial SRI test. 

Robert completed his initial SRI test and scored a 640L.

2. Use SRI results to determine performance standard.

The Intervention Grouping Report reveals that Robert’s fall score was within 
the Basic performance standard for 5th grade.

3. Identify Lexile needed to reach a higher performance standard by next 

school year.

Review of the Performance Bands and Lexile Correlation chart on page 19 
indicates that to reach Proficient, a 6th grader would need a fall Lexile of 
800L. To achieve this Proficient performance standard by the fall of 6th grade, 
Robert needs to score at least a 800L on his final test.
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4. Review average annual Lexile growth for current grade level to 

set growth expectations.

Based on his initial SRI results, Robert would need a Lexile gain of 
160L to reach the Proficient performance standard by the fall of 
6th grade. The chart on page 19 indicates that the average expected 
Lexile growth for a student in 5th grade is 140L. Since Robert has 
already gained 80L by midyear and has reached Proficiency for 
5th grade, he may be able to achieve a score of 800L by the end of 
this school year.

5. Communicate growth expectations to students.

In a conference with Robert, help him understand his growth goal of 
140L. Use the Lexile Framework for Reading Map, Reproducible 1, 
as well as the Student Progress Report or Read for Life Report 
to help Robert track his initial results and subsequent growth. Tailor 
resources and instruction to help Robert stretch his reading fluency.

6. Monitor growth throughout the year and provide guidance 

and support. 

Use the Lexile Framework for Reading Map, Reproducible 1, to 
help Robert set growth goals from one SRI test to the next, making 
his annual growth goal more achievable. Track and celebrate growth 
after each test, and adjust the end-of-year growth goal if necessary, 
depending on test results throughout the year.
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It is expected that over the course of the year, students’ Lexile measures will 
increase. Most students should make at least one year’s growth by the end of the 
year. Fluctuations in the trajectory of a score may be based on a variety of factors.

External Factors

• The student’s state of mind at the time of testing can affect the test score. 
The student may be tired, hungry, or distracted during the test, which can 
impact performance.

• The testing environment may not be conducive for the student. If the 
classroom environment is noisy or the student feels pressured to complete 
the test within a set time period, the environment may impact performance.

Internal Factors

• Targeting a student’s initial reading level in SAM enables the test to set initial 
questions at the appropriate reading level. If a student is not targeted, it may 
take longer than one test administration for the SRI to adapt the difficulty of 
the questions to the student’s appropriate level.

• Since SRI is adaptive, retesting the student too often diminishes the accuracy 
of the SRI score. Retaking SRI several times in rapid succession will continue 
to reduce the possible Lexile gains that a test may reflect, since the gain 
from item to item gets smaller and smaller with each test within the 30-day 
window. Severe over-testing can impact results. 

Variations in SRI Results
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Reviewing SRI Score Variations

When a student’s
score…

This may be 
due to…

Scholastic recommends…

… shows little or no growth. … the test adapting 
to a student’s true 
reading level. 

… reviewing the test score in the context of the 
student’s overall SRI performance.

… waiting for the next SRI testing window to 
administer another test.

… shows a minute decline on 
the second SRI test.

… not appropriately 
targeting the initial 
SRI test.

… the test adapting.

… reviewing the test score in the context of the 
student’s overall SRI performance.

… waiting for the next SRI testing window to 
administer another test.

… shows a large decline on 
the second SRI test.

… not appropriately 
targeting the initial 
SRI test.

… a variety of 
factors.

… removing the initial SRI test score using the 
Remove Test function in the SRI Settings in 
SAM Roster.

… using the 2nd SRI score as the fall benchmark.
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A comprehensive reading program includes both instructional and independent 
reading. Instructional reading provides students with an opportunity to build skills. 
Independent reading is necessary for students to grow as readers, practice reading 
skills, and develop a love of reading.

The charts on the following pages indicate how texts with different Lexile reading 
ranges can be used in a reading environment that consists of instructional and 
independent reading. While students are targeted at their Lexile measures, they can 
also read books within a Lexile reading range; that is, a number of Lexile measures 
above and below their measures.

The charts on the next pages indicate the ranges that can be used for different 
independent and instructional reading purposes. Think of a sliding scale as you 
consider what level of material is appropriate for students in different reading 
contexts. When students read below their Lexile measure (as much as by 250L), 
they encounter text that is targeted to their independent level and becomes 
increasingly easy for them to read. When students read above their Lexile measure 
(as much as 250L), they encounter text that challenges them and should be targeted 
for instructional purposes. Within the instructional and independent reading zones, 
books may be used for a variety of purposes as illustrated in the charts.

Using Results for Instruction
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Lexile Reading 
Range

Purpose Recommended 
Context

Student Experience

100L to 250L below 
the student’s Lexile 
measure

Read to build fluency 
and confidence.

Motivate readers to 
engage in reading for 
pleasure. Text at this 
range is optimal for 
reluctant and remedial 
readers.

Fluent

Reader experiences 
automaticity with text. 
Both the vocabulary 
and syntax the reader 
encounters are easy.

50L above to 100L 

below the student’s 
Lexile measure

Build comprehension 
skills and acquire 
new vocabulary while 
reading independently.

This is optimal when the 
student has selected the 
book and is interested 
in the topic.

Challenging

Student demonstrates 
a sufficient control of 
vocabulary and syntax 
to get over hurdles that 
he or she encounters, 
with relative ease. An 
appropriate level of 
challenge—neither 
frustration nor boredom 
will occur.

50L and above 
the student’s Lexile 
measure

Read for challenge. Only use text at this 
level if the student has 
prior knowledge or deep 
interest or confidence in 
the subject of the book.

Frustrating

This is the student’s 
frustration zone, except 
in cases where the 
student has a deep 
interest or confidence in 
the subject of the book.

Independent Reading
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Lexile Reading 
Range

Purpose Recommended 
Context

Student Experience

100L to 250L below 

the student’s Lexile 
measure

Skill instruction for 
remedial or reluctant 
readers.

Use text at this level 
with reluctant or 
remedial students and 
to help students master 
a challenging subject 
or skill.

Easy

The student will 
experience fluency with 
the text and can focus 
on mastering more 
advanced reading skills.

50L above to 100L 

below the student’s 
Lexile measure

Skill instruction that 
focuses on teaching 
new or difficult skills 
and subjects.

Use text at this level 
when asking students 
to read independently 
as you instruct. One-
on-one support is not 
needed.

On-Level

The student will read 
with confidence and 
control, as well as with 
the appropriate level of 
challenge to grow as a 
reader.

50L to 250L above 
the student’s Lexile 
measure

Skill instruction that 
exposes students to 
new vocabulary, difficult 
syntax, and challenging 
literary features. 
Challenge students 
to grow as readers, 
building new vocabulary 
and skills.

Use text at this level 
when providing one-
on-one support to the 
student, in small-group 
instruction, or during 
read alouds.

Challenging

The student will not be 
able to read the text 
independently, but with 
the right amount of 
support, he or she will 
build reading skills.

Instructional Reading
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Within any one classroom, there will be a range of readers and a range of 
complexity of reading materials. For example, within a fifth-grade classroom, 
students may be reading from the third-grade to eighth-grade level. Therefore, 
in that fifth-grade classroom, there need to be texts at appropriate levels of 
complexity. As long as students are reading materials within their Lexile range, they 
are forecasted to comprehend what they read and will be able to practice the same 
skills as those reading above or below them.

Once you know the Lexile measures of your students, there are a number of ways 
you can use that knowledge to maximize reading instruction. Here are some tips to 
consider for successfully teaching in a classroom with a range of Lexile measures.

Whole Class Reading

• Consult the Proficiency Report, Reading Performance Report, or 
Targeted Reading Report to determine an appropriate level at which to 
select a book for whole class reading. Make sure to select a book that is 
no more than 250L above the lowest measure in your class. Provide extra 
instructional support to students who are reading text that is more than 50L 
above their measure.

• Use the Book Expert (see p. 62) to select books that represent the different 
Lexile measures in your class and that connect to the themes and topics 
you are studying, as well as the core reading programs you are using. For 
example, if you are studying the Civil War, select five different books on that 
topic that correspond to the different Lexile measures in your class.

• Select books at a higher Lexile measure if you are reading books aloud 
to the whole class or are using audiobooks. Students listen at a higher 
comprehension rate than that at which they read. Discuss the books and 
model reading strategies, such as comparing text to personal experience.

• Model reading strategies regularly, including making inferences, drawing 
conclusions, summarizing and visualizing text, identifying the main idea, and 
asking questions while reading, to make sure that all students receive the 
support that they need.

• Provide a variety of assignments for students to respond to text in different 
ways through writing, speaking, acting, etc.

Using Lexile Measures in Your Classroom

SRI_EG_15264_042-067.indd   57SRI_EG_15264_042-067.indd   57 5/25/11   11:39 AM5/25/11   11:39 AM



Scholastic Reading Inventory

Using SRI Results

58

Using Lexile Measures 
in Your Classroom (continued)

Group Reading

• Assemble students into small reading groups according to their Lexile measures 
and interests. Ask each group to select common texts on their Recommended 

Reading Reports to read and discuss. Assign group projects that provide 
responses to the books that have been read.

• Provide a sequenced approach when selecting reading materials for reading 
groups that are within each group’s Lexile reading range. (Consult the Targeted 

Reading Report to identify the group’s Lexile reading range.) Start with easier 
texts at the beginning of the year and then move to more challenging texts.

Independent Reading

• Select books that match each student’s current reading level. Include texts 
that are within the student’s fluent (100L–250L below level) and challenging 
(100L below to 50L above) ranges. Allow students to select their own texts as 
well.

• Encourage students to read books on their Recommended Reading Reports.

• Encourage students to read above their Lexile measures when the text is on a 
topic in which they are very interested. Their familiarity with the topic, as well 
as their background and vocabulary knowledge, allow them to read at a more 
challenging level.

• Guide students who are reading about an unfamiliar or difficult topic to choose 
texts at the lower end of, or below, their Lexile range. Reading lower-level texts 
can help them gain the necessary background information to continue reading 
and understanding the material.
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Instructional Reading

• When instructing students one-on-one or in small groups, choose texts 
with a Lexile measure that is higher than the student’s current measure 
(up to 250L above). With the proper guidance, scaffolding, and support, 
the reader is capable of comprehending more challenging materials.

• When teaching a new and challenging subject, or working with 
students on a difficult reading skill, select texts that are on or below the 
students’ Lexile measures so that their comprehension level is high.
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Using Lexile Measures in Your 
Classroom to Motivate Readers
Students are motivated to read when they read books on appropriate 
levels and about interesting topics. Use Lexile measures and students’ 
Recommended Reading Reports to help students find books that appeal to 
them and generate excitement about reading in your classroom.

• Choose high-interest books on a lower Lexile measure (up to 250L 
below measure) to motivate readers to succeed.

• Use the SAM Book Expert (p. 62) to find books on topics of interest to 
students. Consult their Recommended Reading Reports (generated 
according to their interests and Lexile measures) to find similar types of 
books to recommend.

• Set personal goals with students to read a set number of books within 
their Lexile reading ranges. (See My Personal Goal, Reproducible 6.) 

• Reward students if they reach their goals by posting their names and 
goals on the bulletin board, or by printing customizable certificates from 
the SAM Roster. When posting student information, be aware of district 
privacy rules.

• Encourage students to select their own books within their Lexile 
reading ranges on topics that interest them.

• Have students recommend their favorite books by completing the 
Book Recommendation, Reproducibles 7–8.

• Group students (in small groups) and assign them books according to 
their Lexile measures so that they can read and discuss books that are 
on their level in a comfortable and small environment. Encourage each 
student to add to the discussion.
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• Use the Book Expert to assign different books (reflecting your 
class’s Lexile measures) on the same topic, so that all students 
can successfully understand the topic or theme you are studying.

• Chart students’ reading growth on the Lexile Framework for 

Reading Map, Reproducible 1 and let them see their progress.

• Give students extra credit if they write book reviews on books from 
their Recommended Reading Reports.

• Create a book corner in your classroom or library media center to 
highlight books that are on students’ Recommended Reading Reports.

• Send the Recommended Reading Reports home to encourage 
families to help children select appropriate reading material.

• Ask students to respond to books on their Recommended Reading 

Reports, both orally and in writing.
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The Book Expert is a powerful tool that searches a library of thousands of titles to 
help you find books to match your students’ needs. The Book Expert allows you to 
filter search results to find appropriate titles based on age, Lexile, and interest.

Finding the Right Books

To open the Book Expert search screen, click the Books button on the main display 
of the SAM Home Page, or click the Books tab along the top of any screen in SAM.

You can search the books included in the Book Expert by title, author, Lexile, or ten 
other descriptive categories.

SAM Book Expert

Use Quick Search 

to search by title or 

author’s last name to find 

different book titles.

Use Advanced Search 

to find books based on 

several different criteria.

Using SAM to Guide Book Selection
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Book Expert Quick Search

When you know the author or title of a book, you can enter that information in the top 
Quick Search box and click Go. Your results will display in the Search Results screen, 
where you can sort information and read more about each book included in the results.

Book Expert Advanced Search

Advanced Search allows you to apply multiple filters to your search so that you can 
narrow search results. From the Advanced Search screen, you can select one or more 
filter categories, such as book level, genre, series, comprehension skill, or interest level. 
Use these filters to search for appropriate books for instructional or independent reading.

• Instructional Reading: Search for titles that address a specific comprehension 
skill, culture, genre, theme, or topic. Narrow results by selecting Lexile or interest 
level. Use results for whole class read-alouds, literature circles, or small-group 
reading instruction. 

• Independent Reading:  Search for titles within a specific interest level or Lexile 
range for individual students. Use Recommended Reading Reports to identify 
student’s book interests, then narrow results by selecting interest, genre, theme, 
or topic. Use results for independent reading or reading at home.

Search Results

Once you have selected your search criteria, click Search. Books that fit your filter 
categories will display. Click on the title of a book to review more information. Sort 
results by title, author, level, or points. For more information on using the SAM Book 

Expert, see the software manual (http://edproductsupport.scholastic.com/ts/home).

SAM Book Expert: Search Results
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The outline below provides tips for SRI test preparation and administration, as well 
as ideas for evaluation and teaching opportunities. These are optional tips and 
suggestions that you may adjust depending on your individual classroom needs.

Before Initial Test After Initial Test

1. Determine the testing schedule for the year. 
Work with school or district administrators to 
determine an appropriate testing cycle and 
establish testing windows.

2. Use SAM to enroll students in SRI. See page 28 
or the Software Manual for more information on 
SAM student enrollment.

3. Target students for their first test, if 
appropriate. See page 30 for more information on 
targeting students.

4. Print the SRI Student Roster. Share login 
information with students.

5. Introduce students to SRI. Emphasize that the 
SRI will help them by providing an assessment 
of their reading abilities and by helping to match 
them with appropriate books that they will enjoy.

6. Practice test-taking strategies. Read several 
items aloud and model finding the correct answer. 
Discuss procedures for testing on the computer 
and using question skips.

7. Create a student-friendly test environment. See 
page 38 for more information.

1. Review SRI reports. 

• Use the Intervention Grouping Report to create 
guided reading groups.

• Use the Targeted Reading Report to assist with 
independent reading selections.

• Share the Read for Life Report with students to 
help set and track reading growth goals.

• Check the Incomplete Test Alert to ensure that 
all students completed the test.

2. Discuss student reading lists. Encourage 
students to refer to their Recommended Reading 
Reports when making independent reading 
choices.

3. Establish growth goals. Work with students to 
establish reading growth goals based on their 
initial test results.

4. Guide classroom instruction.

• Place students in reading groups according to 
their test results. Use the SAM Book Expert to 
select appropriate books for students to read on 
topics you are currently teaching.

• Adjust the level of the books you choose 
according to whether you are reading aloud to 
the class, teaching specific skills, or scaffolding 
reading strategies.

5. Strengthen your library. Share the 
Recommended Reading Reports with media 
specialists, encouraging them to organize targeted 
collections and help students select books at the 
appropriate level.

6. Involve families. Print and send home the 
Parent Report I to share test results with parents 
and caregivers.

Best Practices for Managing SRI
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Please note that SRI is typically administered three to five times a year; 
these tips apply to any subsequent testing.

Before Subsequent Tests After Subsequent Tests

1. Inform students and families about test dates.

2. Review previous test results. Print the Student 
Test Printout and discuss previous answers and 
test-taking strategies.

3. Discuss growth goals. Review initial test scores, 
current results, and progress toward growth goal. 

4. Administer the test. Ensure that all students 
have an opportunity to complete the test. Assign 
time slots for taking the test, if necessary.

1. Review SRI reports. Review classroom reports 
such as the Growth Report, the Targeted Reading 
Report, or the Intervention Grouping Report to 
make instructional decisions.

2. Conference with students. Use the Student 
Progress Report, Student Test Printout, or Read for 
Life Report to review individual student results. 
Celebrate success and track progress toward 
reading goals.

3. Guide classroom instruction.

• Use the SAM Book Expert to select books in 
your students’ Lexile ranges. See page 62 for 
more information.

• For students who are reading below grade level, 
focus on skill instruction using books that are up 
to 250L below their level (a level at which they 
read with 90% comprehension).

4. Discuss results with administrators. 
Print the Proficiency Report, Growth Report, 
and Intervention Grouping Report to show 
administrators the range of Lexile measures in 
your class and discuss student progress.

5. Involve families. Print and send home 
Parent Report II to update parents and 
caregivers on their child’s progress. Send home 
a Recommended Reading Report to encourage 
reading outside of school.
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Sharing progress data with students fosters student ownership and increases 
motivation. Plan to schedule regular conferences with students to discuss their 
reading goals and progress toward achieving those goals.

How to Conference

1. Prepare all materials and information before the conference.

2. Ensure that students have an assignment that they can complete 
independently while you conference. Time each conference so that you have 
time to meet with each student one-on-one.

3. Remind students what to bring to the conference.

4. Begin by celebrating positive aspects of classroom performance.

5. Explain current progress—what is progressing well and areas of challenge. 
Review goals and progress toward achieving goals. Allow students to use their 
progress results to articulate their own goals.

6. Have students write their goals on a Conference Log (see Reproducible 5).

7. Ensure that students understand outcomes and goals for the next conference.

8. End on a positive note.

What to Prepare for a Student Conference

Consider the focus of your conference as you gather relevant information. During 
some conferences you may wish to discuss SRI or other student progress results, 
while at other conferences you may choose to focus on having a book talk to discuss 
how the students are reacting to the books they are reading. You may wish to use the 
Conference Log, Reproducible 5 and/or the My Personal Goal, Reproducible 6 to 
structure your conference.

Consider using some of the following artifacts at a student conference:

• Student Progress Report or Read For Life Report

• Recommended Reading Report

• Student Test Printout

• Reading Logs or Book Logs 

Conferencing With Students
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Families are a critical link in each student’s reading progress. Maintain contact with 
families throughout the year, sharing achievements and concerns with parents as 
they happen.

Collaborating With Families 

• Send home letters introducing and providing classroom updates to the family.

• Schedule conferences to discuss any concerns about student progress.

• Share Recommended Reading Reports. Families can use the suggested 
book titles to find appropriate books at the library or bookstore.

• Invite families to visit the classroom during the year.

How to Structure a Parent-Teacher Conference

Focus each conference on specific elements of student performance. Use current 
student results and benchmark data to help families understand their child’s progress 
and learn about ways they can help facilitate that progress.

1. Understand the conference goals prior to sitting down with families. 
What do you hope to communicate and what can families do to help their 
child at home? What questions or concerns might families have regarding 
their child’s performance?

2. Gather relevant information. Determine which reports or student work best 
demonstrate the topics you wish to discuss with parents. Compile these items, 
remembering not to overwhelm families with too much information.

3. If the families requested the conference, begin the meeting by allowing the 
family to describe their questions and concerns while you listen. Repeat their 
concerns back to them to make sure you understood them clearly. 
Then address concerns one at a time.

4. When you begin sharing information about the student, begin by discussing 
the positive aspects of the student’s performance. 

5. Work with families to craft a plan to support the student. Set goals and clearly 
communicate how caregivers can be involved in assisting the student with 
achieving those goals.

6. End the conference on a positive note and communicate how and when the 
family will receive updates.

Sharing Results With Families
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One of the most powerful features of SRI is its ability to generate data that can be 
immediately used in the classroom to monitor and assess student progress. SAM 
organizes and analyzes the results gathered from student tests, and presents this 
information in a series of clear, understandable reports that will help you track reading 
growth over time and evaluate progress towards proficiency goals. SRI reports will help 
you effectively assess where your students are now and where they need to go.

SRI reports are organized according to purpose. There are four categories in all: 
Progress Monitoring, Instructional Planning, Alerts & Acknowledgments, and School-to-
Home. Although each report is listed under only one category, reports can be used for 
many purposes.

With SRI reports, you can:

• detect trends in reading growth.

• review student Lexile measures, performance standards, 
and normative information.

• match student interests and reading skills to appropriate books.

• identify situations that might require intervention.

• facilitate administrative tasks.

SRI Reports: An Overview
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SRI reports serve specific purposes to meet the needs of teachers, students, families, and 
administrators. The chart below explains these purposes and how the reports meet the distinct 
interests of each audience.

Report Type Audience Examples
Progress Monitoring Teachers and administrators can 

use these reports for ongoing progress 
monitoring.

Teachers may share these reports 
with students, families, and 
administrators.

• Growth Report, p. 76
• Proficiency Report, p. 80
• Student Progress Report, 

p. 92

Instructional 
Planning

Teachers can use these reports to plan 
further instruction and intervention.

• Intervention Grouping 
Report, p. 78

• Targeted Reading 
Report, p. 82

• Student Action Report, 
p. 90

Alerts & 
Acknowledgments

Teachers will receive these reports 
automatically when logging on to the 
Scholastic Achievement Manager.

• Incomplete Test Alert, 
p. 84

School-to-Home Families will appreciate these reports, 
which may be sent home or shared 
during conferences.

• Parent Report I, p. 100
• Parent Report II, p. 101

SRI Reports Purposes Chart
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School: Lincoln School

Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Time Period: 08/31/11 – 02/02/12

Profi ciency Report
CLASS: GREENE 3

PERFORMANCE

STANDARD LEXILE® RANGE STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 1001 and Above 3 15% 18 16%

Profi cient 700 – 1000 7 35% 44 40%

Basic 450 – 699 6 30% 38 35%

Below Basic BR – 449 4 20% 10 9%

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows the current performance standards of a group or 

class, as compared to its corresponding grade.

Follow-Up: Compare the current performance standard breakdowns for the 

particular group or class to those of the grade as a whole. Use the information to 

set instructional goals, setting appropriate targets for the group or class.

YEAR-END PROFICIENCY LEXILE® RANGE

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

100-400 300-600 500-800 600-900 700-1000 800-1050 850-1100 900-1150 1000-1200 1025-1250 1050-1300 1050-1300

BR = Beginning Reader

SRI Reports: At a Glance

Each time students complete an SRI, results are immediately available from SAM in a series 
of reports designed for students, teachers, and leaders. Review the common features of
SRI reports to facilitate data analysis, progress monitoring, and instructional planning.

1

3

6

5

2

4
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Report Type: This icon represents the report type, or category. There 
are four types in all: Progress Monitoring, Instructional Planning, Alerts 
& Acknowledgements, and School-to-Home.

Customized Information: This area shows you the students, classes, 
schools, or the district you have selected. This area usually includes 
such information as school name, teacher name, and time period.

Common Reports Data: While SRI reports come in a variety of 
formats (tables, graphs, text), most will include such basic information 
as student names, their grade, their most recent test date, and their 
current results.

Purposeful Data: In addition to providing you with basic information 
about student results and test dates, each SRI report is designed to 
fulfill a specific purpose. For example, the Proficiency Report helps you 
monitor class progress in performance standards and related normative 
data.

Report Key: Much like a map, each report also includes a key that will 
guide your understanding of the data. For example, the Proficiency 

Report includes a listing of SRI Year-End Proficiency Lexile Ranges to 
help you determine if your students are reading at or are on target for 
reading at grade level.

Report Purposes: Look at the “Using This Report” box in each report to 
find suggestions for interpreting the data and to learn how to apply the 
data to your classroom instruction.

1

2

3

4

5

6
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Each time students take the SRI, the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM) captures and 
analyzes their test results. Generate reports for groups, classes, or all students. Use report 
results to establish benchmark scores, forecast growth, monitor reading progress, and make 
instructional decisions.

The chart below summarizes how to use each SRI class or group report.

If You Want to … Run This Report
…analyze growth between two SRI tests SRI Growth Report (p. 76)

…group students for reading instruction SRI Intervention Grouping Report (p. 78)

… compare performance standards with 
grade-level performance

SRI Proficiency Report (p. 80)

… assist students with selecting readings 
at appropriate reading levels

SRI Targeted Reading Report (p. 82)

… identify students who may be 
struggling with SRI

SRI Incomplete Test Alert (p. 84)

… review student enrollment and 
login information

SRI Student Roster (p. 85)

SRI Reports for Teachers Overview
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School: Lincoln School

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Growth Report
TEACHER: GREENE 3

STUDENT GRADE

IN SELECTED TIME

PERIOD

IN SELECTED TIME

PERIOD

GROWTH IN LEXILE®*LEXILE® DATE LEXILE® DATE

Saunders, Renee 5 570 09/08/11 890 02/01/12 320

Gainer, Jacquelyn 5 780 09/08/11 1030 02/01/12 250

Freeman, Charles 5 690 09/08/11 930 02/01/12 240

Mamdani, Aliyah 5 530 09/08/11 760 02/01/12 230

Cho, Henry 5 600 09/08/11 820 02/01/12 220

Huang, Hsin-Yi 5 620 09/08/11 780 02/01/12 160

Lewis, Chequan 5 930 09/08/11 1080 02/01/12 150

Robinson, Tiffany 5 980 09/08/11 1110 02/01/12 130

Richardson, Margaret 5 300 09/08/11 410 02/01/12 110

Molina, Robert 5 640 09/08/11 720 02/01/12 80

Levin, Daniel 5 520 09/08/11 570 02/01/12 50

Stedman, Mark 5 210 09/08/11 250 02/01/12 40

Kim, Julie 5 700 09/08/11 740 02/01/12 40

Morgan, Rebekah 5 660 09/08/11 690 02/01/12 30

Gilmore, Nicholas 5 650 09/08/11 680 02/01/12 30

Cooper, Maya 5 630 09/08/11 650 02/01/12 20

Ferguson, Jessica 5 500 09/08/11 520 02/01/12 20

Nelson, Michael 5 310 09/08/11 320 02/01/12 10

Camarillo, Teri 5 610 09/08/11 620 02/01/12 10

Morris, Timothy 5 BR 09/08/11 BR 02/01/12 0

Using This Report

Purpose: To identify the growth each student is making, check the dates of the 

two tests for an individual student. On average, students are expected to grow 

approximately 75-100 Lexiles per year.

Follow-Up: Provide opportunities to challenge students who show signifi cant 

progress. Provide appropriate levels of intervention and support to students 

who are showing little growth. If zero or negative Lexile growth is recorded, 

check to see if students’ test experience is problematic in some way and 

retest accordingly.

* Scale for bar chart is based on highest Lexile® growth within selected time period.

Growth Report
Purpose This report measures student Lexile growth between two SRI test dates.

How It Helps

I use this report to track

my students’ reading gains 

throughout the year.

1 42 3
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Administrators (Teacher, Class, or Group Report)

When: After each SRI administration, usually three to four times a year.

How: Monitor growth rates to ensure that schools, grades, or classes are on track 
to meet annual growth expectations.

Understand the Data

Student/Grade: Names of students included in the report, with their current 
grade levels.

First Test in Selected Time Period: Lexile results and test date for the first 
SRI test completed within the selected time period. 

Last Test in Selected Time Period: Lexile results and test date for the last 
SRI test completed within the selected time period. N/A indicates a second test 
was not completed within the selected time period.

Growth in Lexile: Lexile increase between the first and last tests in the 
selected time period. Report is sorted by overall growth. The bar graph is 
scaled to the student with the largest increase.

Review Related Reports

• Intervention Grouping Report (p. 78)

• Targeted Reading Report (p. 82)

• Student Progress Report (p. 92)

1

2

3

4

Data in Action
To track growth for specific groups of 
students, use the SAM Reports screen 
to apply Demographic Filters.
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Intervention Grouping Report
CLASS: GREENE 3

PERFORMANCE STANDARD STUDENT GRADE LEXILE® DATE

PERCENTILE 

RANK NCE STANINE

Advanced Robinson, Tiffany 5 1110 02/01/12 92 80 8

Advanced Lewis, Chequan 5 1080 02/01/12 90 77 8

Advanced Gainer, Jacquelyn 5 1030 02/01/12 83 70 7

Profi cient Freeman, Charles 5 930 02/01/12 69 60 6

Profi cient Saunders, Renee 5 890 02/01/12 62 56 6

Profi cient Cho, Henry 5 820 02/01/12 52 51 5

Profi cient Huang, Hsin-Yi 5 780 02/01/12 45 47 5

Profi cient Mamdani, Aliyah 5 760 02/01/12 42 46 5

Profi cient Kim, Julie 5 740 02/01/12 39 44 4

Profi cient Molina, Robert 5 720 02/01/12 36 42 4

Basic Morgan, Rebekah 5 690 02/01/12 32 40 4

Basic Gilmore, Nicholas 5 680 02/01/12 31 40 4

Basic Cooper, Maya 5 650 02/01/12 27 37 4

Basic Camarillo, Teri 5 620 02/01/12 24 35 4

Basic Levin, Daniel 5 570 02/01/12 18 31 3

Basic Ferguson, Jessica 5 520 02/01/12 14 27 3

Below Basic Richardson, Margaret 5 410 02/01/12 6 17 2

Below Basic Nelson, Michael 5 320 02/01/12 2 7 1

Below Basic Stedman, Mark 5 250 02/01/12 1 1 1

Below Basic Morris, Timothy 5 BR 02/01/12 1 1 1

Using This Report

Purpose: This report groups students under the four SRI performance standards. 

The report is used to target for additional support students whose performance is 

Below Basic or Basic.

Follow-Up: Use the information on the report to set goals for students. Plan 

appropriate instructional support and intervention for students who are reading 

below grade level. Encourage students to read independently at their reading 

level.

School: Lincoln School

Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Intervention Grouping Report
Purpose This report groups students based on SRI performance standards. 

How It Helps

I use this report to determine 

how to group students 

and what type of support 

to provide each group.

1 2 3
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Administrators (Teacher, Class, or Group Report)

When: After each SRI administration, or when grouping students by reading level.

How: Use the report to target additional support for students whose performance is Basic 
or Below Basic, to group students for reading instruction, or to guide book selection.

Understand the Data

Performance Standard: Student reading level, based on the SRI performance 
standards: Below Basic, Basic, Proficient, and Advanced.

Lexile/Date: Student’s current Lexile measure, and date of last test completed 
within the selected time period.

Normative Data: Results based on corresponding normative data. See page 45 for 
more information.

• Percentile Rank: A score that tells what percent of students in a particular group 
received lower scores than this student. Percentiles range from 1 to 99.

• NCE (Normal Curve Equivalent): A comparison of student’s rate of progress to the 
norm, based on a national sample.

• Stanine: A standardized score that indicates a student’s relative standing in a norm 
group. Stanines 1–3 are below average; stanines 4–6 are average; stanines 7–9 
are above average.

Review Related Reports

• Targeted Reading Report (p. 82)

• Student Action Report (p. 90)

• Student Progress Report (p. 92)

1

2

3

Data in Action
Differentiate instruction by providing 
additional support and structure for 
students reading in lower performance 
standards, while providing opportunities 
to stretch reading skills for students at 
higher performance standards.
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School: Lincoln School

Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Time Period: 08/31/11 – 02/02/12

Profi ciency Report
CLASS: GREENE 3

PERFORMANCE

STANDARD LEXILE® RANGE STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 1001 and Above 3 15% 18 16%

Profi cient 700 – 1000 7 35% 44 40%

Basic 450 – 699 6 30% 38 35%

Below Basic BR – 449 4 20% 10 9%

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows the current performance standards of a group or 

class, as compared to its corresponding grade.

Follow-Up: Compare the current performance standard breakdowns for the 

particular group or class to those of the grade as a whole. Use the information to 

set instructional goals, setting appropriate targets for the group or class.

YEAR-END PROFICIENCY LEXILE® RANGE

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

100-400 300-600 500-800 600-900 700-1000 800-1050 850-1100 900-1150 1000-1200 1025-1250 1050-1300 1050-1300

BR = Beginning Reader

Proficiency Report
Purpose This report shows the SRI proficiency of a group or class, as compared 
to its corresponding grade.

How It Helps

I use this report to establish 

and track proficiency goals 

for my class.

1

2

3

5

6

4
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers (Teacher, Class, or Group Report)

When: After each SRI administration, usually three or four times a year.

How: Compare class or group achievement in relation to their grade-level peers.

Understand the Data

Time Period: Default time period setting of This School Year displays results 
from the most recent SRI administration. Customize time period settings to 
review results from previous tests.

Grade: Results are displayed by grade level. Classes with students in multiple 
grades will display results in separate charts for each grade level.

Performance Standard/Lexile Range: SRI performance standards and 
corresponding grade-specific Lexile ranges.

Students/Percentage of Students: The total number of students per 
performance standard is given, followed by the corresponding percentage and 
a bar graph scaled to 100 percent.

All Grade: Number and percentage of students per performance standard for 
each grade level. Students included completed at least one SRI test.

Year-End Proficiency Lexile Range: Ranges within which students are 
considered to be reading proficiently at their grade level. Shaded grade levels 
indicate the grade levels of students included in the report.

Review Related Reports

• Intervention Grouping Report (p. 78)

• Targeted Reading Report (p. 82)

• Student Action Report (p. 90)

1

2

3

4

5

6

Data in Action
The total number of students in lower 
SRI performance standards should 
decrease throughout the year as 
students make reading gains and move 
to higher performance standards.
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School: Lincoln School

Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Targeted Reading Report
CLASS: GREENE 3

STUDENT GRADE LEXILE® TEST DATE EASY ON LEVEL CHALLENGING

Camarillo, Teri 5 620 02/01/12 370–520 520–670 670–870

Cho, Henry 5 820 02/01/12 570–720 720–870 870–1070

Cooper, Maya 5 650 02/01/12 400–550 550–700 700–900

Ferguson, Jessica 5 520 02/01/12 270–420 420–570 570–770

Freeman, Charles 5 930 02/01/12 680–830 830–980 980–1180

Gainer, Jacquelyn 5 1030 02/01/12 780–930 930–1080 1080–1280

Gilmore, Nicholas 5 680 02/01/12 430–580 580–730 730–930

Huang, Hsin-Yi 5 780 02/01/12 530–680 680–830 830–1030

Kim, Julie 5 740 02/01/12 490–640 640–790 790–990

Levin, Daniel 5 570 02/01/12 320–470 470–620 620–820

Lewis, Chequan 5 1080 02/01/12 830–980 980–1130 1130–1330

Mamdani, Aliyah 5 760 02/01/12 510–660 660–810 810–1010

Molina, Robert 5 720 02/01/12 470–620 620–770 770–970

Morgan, Rebekah 5 690 02/01/12 440–590 590–740 740–940

Morris, Timothy 5 BR 02/01/12 BR BR–120 120–320

Nelson, Michael 5 320 02/01/12 70–220 220–370 370–570

Richardson, Margaret 5 410 02/01/12 160–310 310–460 460–660

Robinson, Tiffany 5 1110 02/01/12 860–1010 1010–1160 1160–1360

Saunders, Renee 5 890 02/01/12 640–790 790–940 940–1140

Stedman, Mark 5 250 02/01/12 BR–150 150–300 300–500

Using This Report

Purpose: This report establishes Lexile reading ranges for text diffi culty – easy, 

average, and challenging – for each student based on the student’s Lexile 

measure.

Follow-Up: Use the reading ranges to assign appropriately leveled text for

different instructional purposes and to help students choose books at a 

comfortable level for independent reading.

BR = Beginning Reader

Targeted Reading Report
Purpose This report establishes reading ranges for text difficulty based on each 
student’s Lexile measure.

How It Helps

I use this report to assign 

appropriately leveled texts

for both guided and

independent reading.

1

3 4 5

2
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers (Teacher, Class, or Group Report)

When: After each SRI test administration, or according to instructional needs.

How: Use reading ranges to guide reading selections and determine what type of 
instructional support to provide.

Understand the Data

Lexile/Test Date: Student’s current Lexile and date of last test completed 
within the selected time period.

Text Difficulty: Reading ranges, in Lexiles, for Easy, On Level, and Challenging 
texts. Reading ranges are customized for each student based on the student’s 
current Lexile.

Easy: 100L to 250L below student’s current Lexile. Use texts at this level for 
skill instruction with struggling or reluctant readers, or to help students master 
a challenging subject or skill.

On Level: 100L below to 50L above student’s current Lexile. Use texts at this 
level when asking students to read independently.

Challenging: 50L to 250L above student’s current Lexile. Use texts at this 
level for read-alouds, guided reading, or other forms of small-group or 
one-on-one support.

Review Related Reports

• Intervention Grouping Report (p. 78)

• Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

• Student Action Report (p. 90)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
When students read independently, 
encourage them to stretch their 
comprehension by selecting books in 
the Challenging range when they have 
background information about the topic 
or are highly motivated to read.
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School: Lincoln School

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Incomplete Test Alert
TEACHER: Greene, Sarah

STUDENT GRADE

ATTEMPTED TEST 

DATE

Ferguson, Jessica 5 11/17/11

Morris, Timothy 5 10/11/11

Robinson, Tiffany 5 01/19/12

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows students who did not complete the SRI test on their 

latest test. It includes the student’s grade and the date of the incomplete test.

Follow-Up: Plan each student’s next SRI administration, and investigate why 

each student did not complete the test.

Incomplete Test Alert
Purpose This report shows students who did not complete an SRI test. It includes 
the date the test was attempted and the student’s current grade level.

How It Helps

I follow up with students 

listed on the report to 

ensure they are not having 

trouble with the test.
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School: Lincoln School

Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Student Roster
CLASS: GREENE 3

STUDENT GRADE STUDENT ID USERNAME  PASSWORD

Camarillo, Teri 5 99117 tcamarillo pas5word

Cho, Henry 5 69614 hcho pas5word

Cooper, Maya 5 42237 mcooper pas5word

Ferguson, Jessica 5 20328 jferguson pas5word

Freeman, Charles 5 88947 cfreeman pas5word

Gainer, Jacquelyn 5 49997 jgainer pas5word

Gilmore, Nicholas 5 83775 ngilmore pas5word

Huang, Hsin-Yi 5 28697 hhuang pas5word

Kim, Julie 5 90306 jkim pas5word

Levin, Daniel 5 53512 dlevin pas5word

Lewis, Chequan 5 17312 clewis pas5word

Mamdani, Aliyah 5 97972 amamdani pas5word

Molina, Robert 5 41743 rmolina pas5word

Morgan, Rebekah 5 93886 rmorgan pas5word

Morris, Timothy 5 33423 tmorris pas5word

Nelson, Michael 5 10036 mnelson pas5word

Richardson, Margaret 5 50339 mrichardson pas5word

Robinson, Tiffany 5 54571 trobinson pas5word

Saunders, Renee 5 19486 rsaunders pas5word

Stedman, Mark 5 52010 mstedman pas5word

TOTAL STUDENTS = 20

Using This Report

Purpose: The Student Roster lists the students assigned to a selected group, 

class, or teacher. It includes each student’s grade, ID, username, and password.

Follow-Up: Review the roster to track which students are enrolled in SRI.

Student Roster
Purpose This report lists the students assigned to a selected group, class, 
or teacher. It includes each student’s grade, ID, username, and password.

How It Helps

I keep a copy of this report

on hand in case students

forget their login information.

It also helps me easily track

SRI enrollment.
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SRI Reports for Students Overview

Each time students take the SRI, the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM) captures 
and analyzes their test results. Use SAM results to generate individual student reports for 
conferencing and goal-setting.

The chart below summarizes how to use each SRI student report.

If You Want to … Run This Report
… view a list of recommended books based 

on interest and reading level
SRI Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

… plan instruction based on SRI performance 
and reading ability

SRI Student Action Report (p. 90)

… review comprehensive student 
performance on SRI

SRI Student Progress Report (p. 92)

… compare student SRI performance 
with sample texts

SRI Read For Life Report (p. 96)

… review an individual student’s answers 
on an SRI test

SRI Student Test Printout (p. 98)

…introduce families to SRI SRI Parent Report I (p. 100)

… update families on their child’s 
SRI performance

SRI Parent Report II (p. 101)

Reports for Students
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

Time Period: 02/02/12 – 02/02/12

Recommended Reading Report
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

Robert, here are some great books at your reading level.

READING INTEREST QUIZ TITLE AUTHOR LEXILE®

Action & Adventure “Key To Rondo, The” Rodda, Emily 710

“Killing Sea, The” Lewis, Richard 760

“Treasure in the Royal Tower, The” Keene, Carolyn 710

“Vanishings, The” Jenkins, Jerry B. 750

Julie George, Jean Craighead 700

Leven Thumps And The Eyes Of The Want Skye, Obert 760

Maximum Ride: The Final Warning Patterson, James 720

Nancy’s Mysterious Letter Keene, Carolyn 720

Second Chance Jenkins, Jerry B. 720

Shackleton’s Stowaway McKernan, Victoria 740

Humor “Kid Who Ran For President, The” Gutman, Dan 730

“Mouse Rap, The” Myers, Walter Dean 720

“Thief of Always, The” Barker, Clive 740

101 Ways To Bug Your Teacher Wardlaw, Lee 700

Crazy Weekend Soto, Gary 730

Eye of The Beholder Hayes, Daniel 720

Freaky Friday Rodgers, May M. 730

Jack’s Black Book Gantos, Jack 710

P.S. Longer Letter Later Martin, Ann M. 750

Whales on Stilts! Anderson, M. T. 760

Mystery “Mystery of Cabin Island, The” Dixon, Franklin W. 700

“Mystery Of The 99 Steps, The” Keene, Carolyn 750

“Tower Treasure, The” Dixon, Franklin W. 740

“Yellow Feather Mystery, The” Dixon, Franklin W. 740

Both Sides Of Time Cooney, Caroline B. 750

Colibri Cameron, Ann 730

Detectives In Togas Winterfeld, Henry 700

Ransom/Five Were Missing Duncan, Lois 750

Red Rider’s Hood Shusterman, Neal 760

Someone Was Watching Patneaude, David 710

Using This Report

Purpose: This report provides an individualized list of books for a student, 

based on his or her reading interest and SRI test results.

Follow-Up: Share the list with students, encouraging them to explore the 

recommended titles. Then, help students fi nd and choose books.

Test Date: 02/01/2012

Student Lexile®: 720

     Scholastic Reading Counts!    READ 180 Title

Installed Quiz

Reports for Students

Recommended Reading Report
Purpose This report provides an individualized list of books for each student, 
based on reading interests and SRI results.

How It Helps

I use this report to help 

students select books that 

match their interests and 

reading levels.

1

2 3 4
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Students (Student Report)

When: After each SRI administration, or when helping students select books.

How: Print this report after each SRI test administration and share with students, 
guiding them to select books that will interest them. Send this report home with 
students along with the SRI Parent Letter to provide caregivers guidance in helping 
their children select books.

Understand the Data

Test Date/Student Lexile: The student’s most recent SRI test date and score, 
regardless of time period settings.

Reading Interest: Topics of interest the student selected at the beginning of 
the SRI test. Students can select up to three topics of interest.

Title: Books related to the student’s interests at the appropriate reading level. 
A quiz icon next to the book title indicates that a Scholastic Reading Counts! 
quiz is installed and available.

Lexile: Lexile measure for each book.

Review Related Reports

• Student Action Report (p. 90)

• Read for Life Report (p. 96)

• Parent Report II (p. 101)

1

2

3

4

Data in Action
At the beginning of an SRI test, 
students choose book topics that 
interest them. Encourage students to 
select topics carefully so that their 
Recommended Reading Report reflects 
books that will truly interest them.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Student Action Report
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

Robert’s Lexile® measure corresponds to the information indicated in the chart below:

TEST DATE LEXILE®

PERFORMANCE 

STANDARD TEST TYPE

NORMATIVE DATA

PERCENTILE RANK NCE STANINE

09/08/11 640 Basic SRI Computer Test 26 36 4

11/17/11 680 Basic SRI Computer Test 31 40 4

02/01/12 720 Profi cient SRI Computer Test 36 42 4

For a student with a Lexile® measure of 720, use the Lexile® ranges indicated below to help guide book selection, according to your instructional purposes.

LEXILE® RANGE INDEPENDENT READING INSTRUCTIONAL READING

770–970 The text is diffi cult for Robert. Robert can build reading skill with direct instructional support.

620–770
Robert can read the text with a high level of engagement and 

with appropriate levels of challenge.

Robert has suffi cient control over vocabulary and syntax to 

work on applying reading skills.

470–620 Robert can read these texts fl uently but with little challenge.
Robert is unchallenged by vocabulary and syntax. This level 

can be used when teaching new or challenging content.

To help Robert grow as a reader, encourage Robert to:

- Read books within the target Lexile range (50 Lexile above and 100 below Lexile measure).

- Use various word attack strategies (context clues, word families, reference materials) to determine the meaning of unknown words.

- Use reading strategies such as drawing conclusions, making and confi rming predictions, and making inferences.

- Compare and contrast topics and themes presented across genres.

- Build vocabulary by reading and discussing at least 25 books per year (approximately 750,000 words).

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows an individual student’s SRI test history, a 

reading placement chart targeting appropriate Lexile ranges for different 

reading purposes, and teaching recommendations to help the student meet 

grade-level expectations.

Follow-Up: Review the student’s performance and use the placement chart 

and recommendations for classroom or home assignments.

Reports for Students

Student Action Report
Purpose This report tracks a student’s SRI test history, provides ranges for independent 
and instructional reading, and offers teaching recommendations.

How It Helps

I use this report to help 

students select appropriate 

reading materials and 

determine what support 

to provide.

1

4

5

2

3
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Students (Student Report)

When: After each SRI administration, or in preparation for conferencing.

How: Provide targeted instructional support based on current student reading levels.

Understand the Data

Test Date/Lexile: Includes date and student results for all tests completed 
within selected time period.

Performance Standard: Student’s reading level, based on four SRI 
performance standards. Lexile ranges for each performance standard vary by 
grade level.

Normative Data: Student results compared to normative data set. Results are 
displayed as Percentile, NCE, and Stanine. See page 45 for more information.

Targeted Reading Placement Chart: Lexile reading ranges that help guide 
book selection for independent reading and instructional purposes. Results are 
based on student’s current Lexile.

Recommendations: Suggested teaching strategies customized to the student’s 
current Lexile results, grade and SRI performance standard.

Review Related Reports

• Targeted Reading Report (p. 82)

• Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

• Student Progress Report (p. 92)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
Help students select books at 
appropriate reading levels for 
independent reading by using the 
results from this report to filter book 
choice options in the SAM Book Expert.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Student Progress Report
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT
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Date and Score of SRI Test

850

Grade Mean*

(02/02/12)

 Grade 5 Year-End Proficiency Range  BR =  Beginning Reader

* Grade Mean is the average score of all students in the same grade based on their last test.

Using This Report

Purpose: This report tracks an individual student’s Lexile scores over time 

in relation to the student’s current year-end grade-level profi ciency range. 

This report includes results of SRI print tests if added to the student’s 

records. 

Follow-Up: Share the information with individual students, noting changes in 

performance from test to test. If SRI performance has declined signifi cantly, 

review the student’s test experiences and plan appropriate intervention.

Reports for Students

Student Progress Report (Page 1)
Purpose This report traces historical student progress on SRI tests in relation to the 
year-end grade-level proficiency range.

How It Helps

This graph helps me track 

each student’s progress 

over time. I can use it to 

share results with students 

and families.

1

2

4

5

3
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Students (Student Report)

When: After each SRI administration, or in preparation for conferencing.

How: Conference with students, reviewing their progress and discussing growth 
expectations. Customize time period settings to review results over multiple years 
for students who have been enrolled in SRI for more than one year.

Understand the Data

Lexile: Vertical axis displays Lexile in increments of 100.

Graph Entries: Each dot on the graph represents a student’s SRI result. 

Grade Mean: The large dot represents the Grade Mean, the average score 
of all students in the grade based on their current SRI results.

Date and Score of SRI Test: Horizontal axis displays date and score of all SRI 
tests completed within the selected time period. Customize time period settings 
to review results for multiple years if students have been enrolled in SRI for 
more than one year.

Year-End Proficiency Range: The shaded area on the graph represents the 
year-end Lexile on-level proficiency range for the grade.

See page 94 to review page 2 of this report.

1

2

3

4

5
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Student Progress Report (Page 2)
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

TEST DATE TEST LEXILE® GRADE LEVEL

PERFORMANCE 

STANDARD PERCENTILE RANK NCE STANINE

02/01/12 SRI Computer Test 720 On Profi cient 36 42 4

11/17/11 SRI Computer Test 680 Below Basic 31 40 4

09/08/11 SRI Computer Test 640 Below Basic 26 36 4

YEAR-END PROFICIENCY LEXILE® RANGE

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

100-400 300-600 500-800 600-900 700-1000 800-1050 850-1100 900-1150 1000-1200 1025-1250 1050-1300 1050-1300

BR = Beginning Reader

Reports for Students

Student Progress Report (Page 2)

1 2 43
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Understand the Data (continued)

Test Date: The date each test was completed.

Test: SRI Computer Test or SRI Print Test.

Grade Level/Performance Standard: Corresponding grade level and 
performance standard, based on year-end Lexile proficiency ranges.

Normative Data: Corresponding normative data: Percentile Rank, Normal Curve 
Equivalent (NCE), and Stanine. See page 45 for more information.

• Percentile Rank: A score that tells what percent of students in a particular 
group received lower scores than this student. Percentiles range from 1 to 99.

• NCE (Normal Curve Equivalent): A comparison of student’s rate of progress 
to the norm, based on a national sample.

• Stanine: A standardized score that indicates a student’s relative standing in 
a norm group. Stanines 1–3 are below average; stanines 4–6 are average; 
stanines 7–9 are above average.

Review Related Reports

• Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

• Student Action Report (p. 90)

• Read for Life Report (p. 96)

1

2

3

4

Data in Action
Prepare students for the SRI test 
by discussing previous test results. 
Remind students to use the Skip button 
if they are given a question they cannot 
answer. Students can skip up to three 
questions without penalty.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

Read for Life Report
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Legend
Informational Text Functional Text Narrative Text

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows student Lexile® scores from SRI tests in relation 

to real-world texts of varying types and diffi culties.

Follow-Up: Use this report to demonstrate to students what reading levels are 

necessary to succeed in real-world situations where comprehension of various 

texts is required.

Types of Text

L
E

X
IL

E
®

1500
• College Textbook (1460)

• Job Application (1410)

1400 • The New York Times (1380)

• Lemony Snicket’s The End (1370)

• Standard Lease Agreement (1350)

1300
• Federal Student Aid Application (1270)

1200 • Scholastic Homepage (1220)

• Call of the Wild (1120)

1100 • iPod™ Installation Manual (1130)

• 11th Grade Chemistry Textbook (1100) 

• 11th Grade American Lit Textbook (1040)

1000 • Driver’s License Manual (1020)

• Aquamarine (940)

900
• Stealing Home: The Story of Jackie Robinson (930)

• PlayStation® Install Instructions (830)

800 • Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (810)

• Toy Assembly Instructions (750)

• Esperanza Rising (750)

700
• All About Things People Do (630)

• I Lost My Tooth in Africa (620)

600
• Dangerous Game (520)

500
• Amelia Earhart Biography (450)

400 • Amazing Animals (400)

• Treasure Island (Graphic Classic) (440)

300 • The World of Water (300)

200 • The Odyssey (Graphic Classic) (210)

100

BR

Date and Score of SRI Test

09/08/11

640

11/17/11

680

02/01/12

720

Read for Life Report
Purpose This report tracks student SRI results in relation to narrative, functional, 
and informational texts.

1

3
4 5 6

2

How It Helps

I use this report as a way to 

prepare students for reading 

real world texts.
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Students (Student Report)

When: After each SRI administration, or in preparation for conferencing.

How: Help students establish and track SRI growth goals, comparing current reading 
levels to texts of interest.

Understand the Data

Lexile: Vertical axis shows Lexile measures in increments of 100.

Graph Entries: Data points represent a student’s results on a particular date.

Date and Score of SRI Test: Horizontal axis shows dates and scores for five 
most recent SRI tests within selected time period. 

Informational Text: Green indicates a text that conveys or explains different 
types of information, such as reference materials or personal narratives.

Functional Text: Blue indicates a text that has practical application in daily life, 
such as signs, directions, letters, and manuals.

Narrative Text: Red indicates a text that aims to entertain, to tell a story, or to 
provide a literary experience.

Review Related Reports

• Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

• Student Progress Report (p. 92)

• Student Test Printout (p. 98)

1

2

3

4

5

6

Data in Action
Total SRI growth for the year depends 
on the student’s grade level and 
initial test results. Review the SRI 
Growth information on page 48 to help 
students set individual growth goals.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

Time Period: 09/01/11–02/02/12

Student Test Printout
STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

Test Date: 02/01/12

Test Time: 16 Minutes

Student Lexile®: 720

Q: In 1585, Simon Stevin, a Flemish mathematician, fi rst extended the use of decimal places to the right of the ones place. Before 

then, fractions were used. Decimals are now more common than fractions for measurements. An advantage of decimals is that they 

are easier to put in order and compare.

Now, decimals are used  .

 sparingly

 constantly

often

 rarely

Usiskin, Zalman, Cathy Hynes Feldman, Suzanne Davis, Sharon Mallo, Gladys Sanders, David Witonsky, James Flanders, Lydia 

Polonsky, Susan Porter and Steven S. Viktora. THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO SCHOOL MATHEMATICS PROJECT: TRANSITION 

MATHEMATICS. Second Ed. Menlo Park, CA: Scott Foresman-Addison Wesley, 1998.

Q: Your clothes should cover as much of your body as possible. You can rub sunscreen on your skin for more help. The lotion can 

wash off, so repeat it often.

You should be  .

protected

 early

 smiling

 quiet

From WHITE WATER RAFTING by Marty Nabhan. Copyright © 1991 by Capstone Press. Published by Capstone Press.

Using This Report

Purpose: This report provides a printout of the last SRI test the student has 

completed. It includes each passage and all four answer choices, with the 

student’s answer choice and the correct answer choice both indicated. Each 

passage source is also listed.

Follow-Up: Review the printout of the test with the student, pointing out items 

the student answered incorrectly. Work through those items with students to 

help them understand why they came up with incorrect answers.

Reports for Students

Student Test Printout
Purpose This report displays results of a student’s SRI test, including each passage, 
answer choices, and the student’s responses.

How It Helps

I use this report to review 

test results with students. 

We work together to 

understand why particular 

questions were missed.

1
2

3

4

5
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Use the Data

Who: Teachers, Students (Student Report)

When: After each SRI administration, usually three to four times a year

How: Conference one-on-one with students about their test results. Discuss 
questions that were answered incorrectly, helping students identify why their choice 
was incorrect.

Understand the Data

Test Date: The student’s most recent SRI test date within selected time period.

Test Time: The amount of time a student spent taking the test. The test is not 
timed, but most students complete the test in 20–30 minutes.

Student Lexile: Displays the student’s current SRI results.

Passage/Answer Choices: Displays each passage the student received. 
Each passage’s multiple choice options are listed below the passage. Correct 
answers are indicated with a check mark; student responses are underlined.

Citation: Passages are selected from authentic reading materials students may 
encounter in daily life.

Review Related Reports

• Recommended Reading Report (p. 88)

• Student Progress Report (p. 92)

• Read for Life Report (p. 96)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
Use test results to discuss test-
taking strategies such as using skips, 
avoiding fatigue by exiting out of the 
test and resuming the next day, and 
best practices for answering multiple 
choice questions.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

September 8, 2011

Dear Parent or Caregiver,

This year Robert will be completing the Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI), a classroom-based assessment designed to evaluate 

students’ reading ability, monitor student reading progress, and match students to books at their reading level.

The SRI test involves reading a series of short passages taken from fi ction and nonfi ction books and articles. After each passage, the 

student is asked to complete a fi ll-in-the-blank sentence. The test is taken on a computer, and lasts about 20 minutes. Test results are 

reported using a readability measurement called the Lexile®. The Lexile score can be used to assess Robert’s reading ability as well as 

to recommend books at an appropriate reading level.

There are a number of things that you can do at home to help support Robert’s reading progress. Here are some suggestions:

 · Set a goal for Robert to read at least 20 minutes a day.

 · Help Robert fi nd books that are at an appropriate reading level. Please contact me about how to use the Lexile Framework to 

identify books at the appropriate reading range.

 · Make connections between Robert’s interests and books to read. For example, if Robert likes animals, try to locate books 

on animals, both fi ction and nonfi ction.

 · Try to spend time every day with Robert looking through “nonbook” kinds of materials, such as websites, pieces of mail, 

advertisements, and food labels, to demonstrate how important a part reading plays in daily life.

 · Consider sharing with Robert the kinds of things you are reading. Tell Robert about interesting things you read in the 

newspaper, or about a magazine article that taught you something new.

Thank you for taking the time to help build Robert’s reading skills. If I can be of any assistance, or if you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Test Date Lexile® Test Results

September 8, 2011 640

Grade 5 End-of-Year Target Range: 700–1000 Lexiles®

Reports for Students

Parent Report I
Purpose Parent Report I introduces SRI to caregivers, summarizes the results of the 
student’s first testing session, and offers several suggestions for how families can 
encourage their child to build fundamental reading skills at home.

How It Helps

I send this report home 

after the first test to 

introduce families to SRI.
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Teacher: Sarah Greene

Grade: 5

Class: Greene 3

STUDENT: MOLINA, ROBERT

February 2, 2012

Dear Parent or Caregiver,

Robert has just completed another Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) test, a classroom-based assessment designed to evaluate 

students’ reading ability, monitor student reading progress, and match students to text. This letter is to inform you of Robert’s 

latest results.

The results of Robert’s SRI test are used in a number of ways. First, a student’s score on the test is used to determine the student’s 

reading ability compared to grade-level performance standards. These determinations can help tailor appropriate reading instruction. 

The results of subsequent SRI tests are then used to monitor progress over time. Student results are also used to match students to 

texts at their reading level, which helps to make reading rewarding, constructive, and enjoyable.

Please continue to help support Robert’s reading progress at home. Here are some further suggestions. Choose the ideas you think

will work best for you and Robert:

 · Set a goal for Robert to read at least 20 minutes a day. Try to set up a regular schedule, to provide some structure to 

Robert’s reading efforts.

 · Help Robert fi nd books that are at an appropriate reading level. Please contact me about how to use the Lexile Framework to 

identify books at the appropriate reading range.

 · Continue to make connections between your child’s interests and things Robert might like to read. For example, if Robert likes 

animals, try to locate books on animals, both fi ction and nonfi ction.

 · Spend time every day with Robert looking through “nonbook” kinds of materials, such as websites, pieces of mail, 

advertisements, and food labels, to demonstrate how important a part reading plays in daily life.

 · Share with Robert the kinds of things you are reading. Tell Robert about interesting things you read in the newspaper, or about 

a magazine article that taught you something new.

Thank you for taking the time to help build Robert’s reading skills. If I can be of any assistance, or if you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Test Date Lexile® Test Results

February 1, 2012 720

Grade 5 End-of-Year Target Range: 700–1000 Lexiles®

Parent Report II
Purpose Parent Report II updates caregivers, by providing them with an overview 
of their child’s progress and offering further suggestions to encourage their child 
to develop reading skills.

How It Helps

I send this report home after 

subsequent tests. I also use 

it as a foundation when 

conferencing with families.
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Teachers use the Scholastic Reading Inventory (SRI) at the beginning of the year to screen 
students. They also administer SRI during the year to monitor students’ progress toward 
grade-level proficiency.

When students take SRI, the Scholastic Achievement Manager (SAM) captures their test results. 
You can review these results for classes, grades, teachers, schools, or an entire district using 
the SRI reports. These reports can help you to ensure that SRI is administered appropriately 
throughout the year and to monitor students’ reading growth and response to intervention.

The following table briefly describes how you can use SRI reports.

If You Want to … Run This Report

… monitor reading growth for demographic 
subgroups

SRI Demographic Growth Report (p. 104)

… track reading performance across 
student demographic groups

SRI Demographic Proficiency Report (p. 106)

… view SRI reading performance standards for a 
school, grade, or class

SRI District/School Proficiency Report (p. 108)

… examine reading growth between two SRI tests SRI Growth Summary Report (p. 110)

… note changes in reading proficiency distribution 
across performance standards over time

SRI Proficiency Growth Report (p. 112)

… analyze overall current reading performance SRI Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

… track SRI testing frequency by teacher or grade SRI Teacher Roster (p. 116)

…view test activity by school or teacher SRI Test Activity Report (p. 117)

SRI Reports for 
Administrators Overview

SRI_EG_15264_102-117.indd   103SRI_EG_15264_102-117.indd   103 5/25/11   12:50 PM5/25/11   12:50 PM



Scholastic Reading Inventory104

Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Demographic Growth Report
SCHOOL: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Students: 442

DEMOGRAPHIC STUDENTS

PERFORMANCE STANDARD

LAST TEST IN TIME PERIOD

African American 94 20% 10% 30% 40% 2% 6% 9% 83%

Asian/Pacifi c Islander 72 5% 5% 10% 80% 11% 14% 16% 59%

Economically Disadvantaged 75 30% 40% 10% 20% 10% 10% 20% 60%

Hispanic 74 30% 10% 15% 45% 10% 13% 15% 62%

Limited English Profi ciency 86 20% 10% 40% 20% 10% 10% 10% 70%

Native American 0 N/A N/A

Students w/Disabilities 6 10% 20% 10% 60% 10% 20% 20% 50%

White/Caucasian 261 10% 5% 10% 75% 1% 2% 5% 92%

DEMOGRAPHIC STUDENTS

PERFORMANCE STANDARD

LAST TEST IN TIME PERIOD

African American 14 20% 10% 30% 40% 10% 10% 50% 30%

Asian/Pacifi c Islander 23 5% 5% 10% 80% 5% 5% 10% 80%

Economically Disadvantaged 14 30% 40% 10% 20% 10% 10% 20% 60%

Hispanic 11 25% 20% 30% 25% 10% 20% 60% 10%

Limited English Profi ciency 12 20% 20% 40% 20% 10% 10% 10% 70%

Native American 0 N/A N/A

Students w/ Disabilities 18 10% 20% 10% 60% 10% 20% 20% 50%

White/Caucasian 102 10% 5% 10% 75% 10% 50% 10% 30%

  Below Basic   Basic   Proficient   Advanced

Using This Report

Purpose: This report provides a demographic breakdown of SRI performance 

over time.

Follow-Up: Identify demographic groups that are in need of extra help based on 

their SRI performance standard percentages.

Reports for Administrators

Demographic Growth Report
Purpose This report provides a demographic summary of SRI performance over time.

How It Helps

Identify demographic groups 

that are in need of extra 

support based on their SRI 

performance standard ranges.

1

3

2

5

4
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Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: Run this report after at least two SRI administrations.

How: Monitor overall reading performance for various student populations.

Understand the Data

Total Students: Total students for each district, school, or grade who have 
completed at least two SRI tests within the selected time period.

District, etc.: When generated for a district, the district results are 
displayed in the top chart, followed by school results. When generated 
for a school, the school results are displayed in the top chart, followed by 
results for each grade level.

Demographic: Demographic groups included in the report. Students 
included on this report may appear in more than one subgroup.

Performance Standard: Percentage of students in each performance 
standard. Advanced, Proficient, Basic, or Below Basic. Performance 
standards are color-coded according to the key at the bottom of the report.

First/Last Test in Time Period: The report is based on the first and last 
SRI tests taken during the selected time period.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Proficiency Report (p. 106)

• Growth Summary Report (p. 110)

• Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
To review results by demographic 
group, add demographic information 
when creating student accounts in the 
SAM Roster. This can be done during 
initial student data import or completed 
manually by modifying student profiles.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Demographic Profi ciency Report
SCHOOL: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Students: 582

DEMOGRAPHIC STUDENTS PERFORMANCE STANDARD

African American 115 2% 6% 9% 83%

Asian/Pacifi c Islander 82 11% 14% 16% 59%

Economically Disadvantaged 75 10% 10% 20% 60%

Hispanic 74 10% 13% 15% 62%

Limited English Profi ciency 86 10% 10% 10% 70%

Native American 0 N/A

Students with Disabilities 54 10% 20% 20% 50%

White/Caucasian 311 1% 2% 5% 92%

DEMOGRAPHIC STUDENTS PERFORMANCE STANDARD

African American 19 10% 10% 50% 30%

Asian/Pacifi c Islander 23 5% 5% 10% 80%

Economically Disadvantaged 24 10% 10% 20% 60%

Hispanic 16 10% 20% 60% 10%

Limited English Profi ciency 12 10% 10% 10% 70%

Native American 0 N/A

Students with Disabilities 18 10% 20% 20% 50%

White/Caucasian 64 10% 50% 10% 30%

  Below Basic   Basic   Proficient   Advanced

Using This Report

Purpose: This report provides a demographic breakdown of SRI performance.

Follow-Up: Identify demographic groups that are in need of extra help based on 

their SRI performance standard percentages.

Demographic Proficiency Report
Purpose This report provides a demographic breakdown of SRI performance for 
schools, grades, and classes.

Reports for Administrators

How It Helps

Identify demographic

groups that are in need

of extra support based on

their SRI results.

1

2 3 4
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Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: Run this report after each SRI administration. Customize time period 
settings to review results from previous administrations. 

How: Provide targeted instructional support based on current student 
reading levels.

Understand the Data

Total Students: Total number of students who have completed at least 
one SRI test within selected time period.

Demographic: Demographic groups included in the report. Note that 
students may be included in more than one subgroup.

Students: Total students within each demographic group.

Performance Standard: Percentage of students in each performance 
standard: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, and Below Basic. Performance 
standard results are color-coded according to the key at the bottom of 
the report.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Growth Report (p. 104)

• Growth Summary Report (p. 110)

• Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

1

2

3

4

Data in Action
To review results by demographic 
group, add demographic information 
when creating student accounts in the 
SAM Roster. This can be done during 
initial student data import or completed 
manually by modifying student profiles.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

District/School Profi ciency Report
SCHOOL: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Grades: 3

Total 0Students: 582

PERFORMANCE

STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 59 10% 

Profi cient 218 37%

Basic 220 38%

Below Basic 85 15%

PERFORMANCE

STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 12 7% 

Profi cient 75 43%

Basic 65 37%

Below Basic 22 13%

PERFORMANCE

STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 6 6% 

Profi cient 43 44%

Basic 35 36%

Below Basic 13 13%

YEAR-END PROFICIENCY LEXILE® RANGE

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

100-400 300-600 500-800 600-900 700-1000 800-1050 850-1100 900-1150 1000-1200 1025-1250 1050-1300 1050-1300

Using This Report

Purpose: This report allows administrators or principals to review the 

performance of students using SRI on a district-wide or school-wide basis.

Follow-Up: Identify schools or classes whose performance on SRI is less 

than optimal. Review SRI usage with the respective principal or teacher.

District/School Proficiency Report
Purpose This report provides an overview of the performance of students who completed an SRI test.

Reports for Administrators

RADE 11 GRADE 12

How It Helps

I use this report to 

review SRI usage and 

performance results.

1

2

3 4

5
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Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: After each SRI test. Customize time period settings to review results from 
previous test administrations.

How: Use results to establish and monitor expected annual proficiency goals. 
Communicate expectations from students moving from lower to higher performance 
standards throughout the year.

Understand the Data

District, etc.: The district is listed at the top of the report, followed by the total 
number of students enrolled in SRI. When generated for an individual school, 
the school name appears with the total number of students enrolled in SRI at 
the school.

Time Period: Default time period setting of This School Year displays results 
from the most recently completed SRI test. Customize time period settings to 
review results from previous SRI tests.

Performance Standard: Each table is broken down by SRI performance 
standard: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, and Below Basic. Performance standard 
bands vary by grade level.

Students/Percentage of Students: The total number of students in each 
performance standard is given, followed by the corresponding percentage 
and a bar graph scaled to 100 percent.

Year-End Proficiency Lexile Range: Ranges within which students are 
considered to be reading proficiently at their grade level. Shaded grade levels 
indicate the grade levels of students included in the report.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Proficiency Report (p. 106)

• Proficiency Growth Report (p. 112)

• Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
If students in a particular school or 
class are performing well, acknowledge 
the success, explore the instructional 
strategies being used, and share 
the strategies with other teachers 
or schools.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Growth Summary Report
SCHOOL: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Schools: 4

Total Students: 442

Average Lexile Growth: 70

SCHOOL

TOTAL

STUDENTS

FIRST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD

LAST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD AVERAGE GROWTH IN LEXILE

Lincoln School 130 697 750 55

Quincy School 97 640 730 90

South Middle School 90 780 870 90

Taft School 125 700 750 50

GRADE

TOTAL

STUDENTS

FIRST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD

LAST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD AVERAGE GROWTH IN LEXILE

4 20 600 650 50

5 83 690 780 90

6 27 800 830 30

GRADE

TOTAL

STUDENTS

FIRST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD

LAST TEST SCORE 

(AVG.) IN SELECTED 

TIME PERIOD AVERAGE GROWTH IN LEXILE

4 22 610 700 90

5 40 820 940 120

6 35 900 970 70

Using This Report

Purpose: This report measures Lexile growth over time, between two SRI test 

dates in a selected time period, by district broken down by school, and by 

school broken down by grade and teacher/class.

Follow-Up: Identify schools, or individual grades or classes within a school, that 

are not showing adequate growth over time and provide extra help to optimize 

SRI performance.

Growth Summary Report
Purpose This report measures Lexile growth between two SRI test dates in a selected time period.

Reports for Administrators

How It Helps

Identify schools, or individual 

grades or classes within a 

school, that are not showing 

adequate growth over time 

and provide extra help to 

optimize SRI performance.

1

2

3 4 5
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Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: Run this report after students have taken at least two SRI test administrations.

How: Monitor growth rates to ensure that schools, grades, or classes are on track to 
meet annual growth expectations.

Understand the Data

District, etc.: Select whether to run this report for a district, school or grade. 
When generated for a district, the district results are displayed in the top chart, 
followed by school results. When generated for a school, the school results are 
displayed in the top chart, followed by results for each grade level.

Total Students: Total students for each class, grade, or school who have 
completed at least two SRI tests within the selected time period.

First Test Score (Avg.) in Selected Time Period: Average Lexile measures 
of the first test for students who have completed at least two tests within the 
selected time period.

Last Test Score (Avg.) in Selected Time Period: Average Lexile measures of 
the most recent test for students who have completed at least two tests within 
the selected time period.

Average Growth in Lexile: Average increase in Lexile between the first and 
last test for all students who have completed at least two SRI tests within the 
selected time period.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Growth Report (p. 104)

• Demographic Proficiency Report (p. 106)

• Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
To track growth for specific groups 
of students, use the SAM Reports 
screen to apply appropriate 
demographic filters.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Profi ciency Growth Report
SCHOOL: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Students: 442

PERFORMANCE STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 40 9% 44 10%

Profi cient 151 34% 165 37%

Basic 151 34% 168 38%

Below Basic 100 23% 65 15%

PERFORMANCE STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 8 6% 9 7%

Profi cient 52 40% 56 43%

Basic 39 30% 48 37%

Below Basic 31 24% 17 13%

PERFORMANCE STANDARD STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS STUDENTS PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS

Advanced 6 6% 9 9%

Profi cient 31 32% 41 42%

Basic 28 29% 33 34%

Below Basic 32 33% 14 14%

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows changes in distribution across performance 

standards over time by district, school, grade, and teacher.

Follow-Up: Identify schools (or grades within a school, or classes for individual 

teachers) that are not showing adequate growth over time and provide extra help 

to optimize SRI performance.

Proficiency Growth Report
Purpose This report shows changes in performance standards over time by 
district, school, grade, and teacher.

Reports for Administrators

How It Helps

Identify schools or classes 

that are not showing adequate 

growth over time and 

provide extra help to 

optimize SRI performance.

1

2

3 4

SRI_EG_15264_102-117.indd   112SRI_EG_15264_102-117.indd   112 6/1/11   11:26 AM6/1/11   11:26 AM



113113

Review
ing SRI Reports

Educator’s Guide 113

Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: After students have completed at least two SRI test administrations.

How: Monitor reading growth over time by comparing performance results from the 
first test to the most recent test. Customize time period settings to compare results 
between any two SRI tests.

Understand the Data

Total Students: Total students for each class, grade, or school who have 
completed at least two SRI tests within the selected time period.

District, etc.: When generated for a district, the district results are displayed 
in the top chart, followed by school results. When generated for a school, the 
school results are displayed in the top chart, followed by results for each grade.

Performance Standard: Each table is broken down by SRI performance 
standards: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, Below Basic. Lexile ranges for 
performance standards vary by grade level.

Students/Percentage of Students: The total number of students in each 
performance standard is given, for both the first and last tests in the time 
period, followed by the corresponding percentage and a bar graph scaled to 
100 percent.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Growth Report (p. 104)

• Growth Summary Report (p. 110)

• Proficiency Summary Report (p. 114)

1

2

3

4

Data in Action
The total number of students in 
Basic or Below Basic should decrease 
throughout the year as students 
make reading gains and move to 
higher performance standards.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Profi ciency Summary Report
DISTRICT: DISTRICT TWELVE

Total Students: 582

  Below Basic, 15%, 85 students   Basic, 38%, 220 students    Proficient, 37%, 218 students   Advanced, 10%, 59 students

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows the reading performance of students within a 

district, school, grade, or for an individual teacher, class, or group.

Follow-Up: Identify districts or schools that are not showing adequate growth 

over time. Contact principals or other administrators to discuss strategies for 

maximizing the performance of students in their schools.

37%
Profi cient

218 students

10%
Advanced
59 students

15%
Below Basic
85 students

38%
Basic

220 students

YEAR-END PROFICIENCY LEXILE® RANGE

GRADE 1 GRADE 2 GRADE 3 GRADE 4 GRADE 5 GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8 GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

100-400 300-600 500-800 600-900 700-1000 800-1050 850-1100 900-1150 1000-1200 1025-1250 1050-1300 1050-1300

Proficiency Summary Report
Purpose This report displays the reading performance of students within a district, school, or grade.

Reports for Administrators

How It Helps

Identify and support schools, 

classes, or grades that 

have a high percentage of 

students reading in the Basic 

or Below Basic range.

1

2

3

4

5
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Use the Data

Who: District and School Administrators.

When: After each SRI administration.

How: Use this report to gain a high-level overview of SRI within a district, school, 
or grade.

Understand the Data

District, etc.: The district is listed at the top of the report, followed by the 
total number of students who have completed at least one SRI test within the 
selected time period. When generated for an individual school, the name of 
the school appears with the total number of students.

Time Period: The default time period setting of This School Year displays 
the most recent SRI results. Customize time period settings to review results 
from various SRI administrations.

Total Students: The total number of students who have completed at least 
one SRI test within the selected time period.

Performance Standard: The circle graph is divided among the four SRI 
performance standards: Advanced, Proficient, Basic, Below Basic. Total 
students and percent of students in each performance standard are listed.

Year-End Proficiency Lexile Range: Ranges within which students are 
considered to be reading proficiently at their grade level. Grades included in 
the data are highlighted.

Review Related Reports

• Demographic Growth Report (p. 104)

• Growth Summary Report (p. 110)

• Proficiency Growth Report (p. 112)

1

2

3

4

5

Data in Action
The information in this report can help 
you assess proficiency progress and 
track trends across an entire school 
or district.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Teacher Roster
SCHOOL: LINCOLN SCHOOL

TEACHER GRADE

STUDENTS 

ENROLLED IN SRI

STUDENTS 

TESTED ONCE

STUDENTS 

TESTED TWICE

STUDENTS 

TESTED THREE 

OR MORE TIMES

STUDENTS NOT 

TESTED

Bentley, Elizabeth 5 20 8 2 5 5

Greene, Sarah 5 20 0 15 5 0

Maglari, Thomas R. 5 19 4 3 5 7

Velasco, Juan 5 24 3 8 10 3

TOTAL TEACHERS = 4 83 15 28 25 15

Using This Report

Purpose: This report shows SRI usage by teacher. It lists the number of

students enrolled per teacher and how often students have been tested.

Follow-Up: Use the report to review SRI usage per teacher. Investigate 

instances where SRI is not being implemented according to the district or 

school plan.

Grade: 5

Teacher Roster
Purpose This report shows SRI usage by teacher. Correlate the results from 
this report with district testing windows to ensure that all classes are following 
established district testing procedures.

Reports for Administrators

How It Helps

Monitor test activity during 

and after SRI testing windows. 

Follow up with teachers or 

administrators when report 

indicates that SRI use is not 

meeting district expectations.
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Time Period: 09/01/11 – 02/02/12

Test Activity Report
DISTRICT: DISTRICT TWELVE

SCHOOL TEACHERS

STUDENTS 

ENROLLED IN SRI

STUDENTS TESTED 

ONCE

STUDENTS TESTED 

TWICE

STUDENTS 

TESTED THREE 

OR MORE TIMES

STUDENTS NOT 

TESTED

Lincoln School 7 174 20 100 30 24

Quincy School 10 116 5 75 22 14

South Middle School 5 125 10 75 15 25

Taft School 11 167 15 25 100 27

Using This Report

Purpose: This report provides data on how each school in a district is utilizing 

SRI.

Follow-Up: Contact principals or other administrators in schools where

student SRI use is not meeting district plans or expectations.

TOTAL STUDENTS: 582

Test Activity Report
Purpose This report provides information on how each school or classroom 
utilizes SRI. Correlate the results from this report with district testing windows 
to ensure that all classrooms are following established testing procedures.

How It Helps

Use the report to review 

SRI usage per teacher. 

Investigate instances where 

SRI is not being implemented 

according to the district 

or school plan.
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Use the reproducibles that follow to help foster the school-to-home relationship, to help you 
and your students keep track of their reading progress, and to help students respond to what 
they read. Use the SAM keywords associated with each resource to download and print copies 
of these reproducibles for yourself and your students.
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SRI • Lexile Framework Map • Teaching Resource

Scholastic Reading Inventory
Lexile Tracking
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Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Lexile Tracking

Lexile Framework® for Reading Map
Track your reading progress by charting your Lexile® growth.

Write the date you completed each SRI test at the bottom of the graph, where it says DATE. 
Then graph your results by placing a dot at the level that lines up with the score you received. 
Write your exact Lexile measure in parentheses next to each dot (for example, 770L). Connect 
the dots to trace your reading progress over time.

12
11

10

9

6

8

7

Grade 
Level

Lexile 
Level

1700L–
1200L

1100L

1000L

900L

800L

700L

600L

500

400L

300L

200L

DATE

4

3

2

5

1
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Book Log
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SRI • Book Log • Teaching Resource

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Book Log

Book Log
I have read these books:

Title Author Date Finished

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Student/Teacher Conference Dates:
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SRI • Reading Log • Teaching Resource
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Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Reading Log

Book Title  

My Lexile®        Book Lexile®  

Name  

Daily Reading Log
Day Today’s Response Book 

Lexile
Pages Read Teacher 

InitialsStarting Page Ending Page

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Scholastic Reading Inventory
Daily Reading Log
(Grades K–4)
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SRI • Reading Log • Teaching Resource
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Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Reading Log

Book Title  

My Lexile®        Book Lexile®  

Name  

Daily Reading Log
Day Today’s Response Book 

Lexile
Pages Read Teacher 

InitialsStarting Page Ending Page

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Scholastic Reading Inventory
Daily Reading Log
(Grades 5 and up)
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Conference Log

Name

SRI • Conference Lot • Teaching Resource

Conference Log
Subject of Conference              Lexile® Measure       Date  

In our conference we talked about:  

 

 

Areas of improvement are:  

 

 

Areas of strength are:
   phonics/phonemic awareness
   vocabulary
   word attack/structural analysis
   drawing conclusions/making inferences
   summarizing text
   separating fact from opinion
   identifying cause and effect
   recognizing the story sequence
    understanding literary elements such as 

theme, main idea, setting, point of view
    integrating new knowledge with prior 

knowledge
   critical thinking
    responding to text, orally and in writing

Areas that need work are:
   phonics/phonemic awareness
   vocabulary
   word attack/structural analysis
   drawing conclusions/making inferences
   summarizing text
   separating fact from opinion
   identifying cause and effect
   recognizing the story sequence
    understanding literary elements such as 

theme, main idea, setting, point of view
    integrating new knowledge with prior 

knowledge
   critical thinking
    responding to text, orally and in writing

Number of books read on Reading Report:      

Favorite books on Reading Report (include author, genre, topic, theme):  

 

 

Comments:  

 

 

  Date to check progress:  

Student   Teacher  
Signature Signature

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Conference Log
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SRI • Personal Goal Record • Teaching Resource

Scholastic Reading Inventory
My Personal Goal 

Name

My Personal Goal
Teacher/Class                              Grade 

My goal is to read         books.  Fiction:         Nonfiction:  

Goal Starting Date:              Goal End Date:  

Some of the books I will read: 
Place a check next to those that are on your Reading Report.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I will try my best to reach this goal: 

Student  
Signature Date

We will help to reach this goal: 

Teacher  
Signature Date

Parent  
Signature Date

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Personal Goal
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Name
Scholastic Reading Inventory
Book Recommendation
(Grades K–4)

SRI • Book Recommendation • Teaching Resource

Book Recommendation
Recommend a book to your classmates.

I recommend            
title of book

 

by                 
author 

What is the book about?  

 

 

 

 

Why do you like this book?  

 

 

 

 

Describe the characters and setting, or tell about the main idea.  

 

 

 

 

Draw your own cover for the book (on the back of this page).

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Book Recommendation K-4
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Book Recommendation
(Grades 5 and up)

Name

SRI • Book Recommendation • Teaching Resource

Book Recommendation
Recommend a book to your classmates.

Book Title:  

Author:  

Book Summary:  

 

 

 

 

Why do you recommend this book?  

 

 

Describe the characters and setting, or main idea:  

 

 

What is the theme or main idea? What message does it communicate?  

 

 

What do you like about the author’s style (use of metaphor, figurative language, tone, voice, 

use of details, etc.)?  

 

 

 

 

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Book Recommendation 5+
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter (English)

Name
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SRI • Introductory Letter (English) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter English

Dear Parent or Caregiver:
This year your child will be completing the Scholastic Reading Inventory™ (SRI), a classroom-
based reading test. SRI is designed to evaluate students’ reading abilities, monitor student 
reading progress, set goals for reading growth, and match students to books at appropriate 
reading levels.

In SRI, the student reads a series of short passages taken from fiction and nonfiction books 
and articles. After each passage, the student completes a fill-in-the-blank sentence. The test is 
taken on a computer, and lasts about 20 minutes. Test results are reported using a readability 
measurement called the Lexile®. Think of the Lexile score as you would the reading from an 
outdoor thermometer. Just as you can use the temperature on a thermometer to decide what 
kind of jacket to wear, a Lexile score can be used to decide how difficult a book to read! 

After each SRI administration during the year, I will send home a letter with your child’s results. 
In addition, because the Lexile system is also used to assign reading measurements to books, 
your child will receive a personalized book list that reflects your child’s Lexile score and reading 
interests. Encourage your child to read books on that list and discuss them with you. If you’d 
like, I can recommend additional books within your child’s Lexile reading range. 

Please make sure that your child comes to school ready to take the test on        . 
Remind your child that SRI is an assessment that will help your child grow as a reader and find 
pleasure in reading.

Feel free to contact me with any questions. Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter (Spanish)
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SRI • Introductory Letter (Spanish) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter Spanish

SRI

SRI

SRI

SRI
(SRI)
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter (Hmong)
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SRI • Introductory Letter (Hmong) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter Hmong

(SRI)

SRI

SRI

SRI
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter (Chinese)
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SRI • Introductory Letter (Chinese) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter Chinese

(SRI) SRI

SRI

SRI

SRI
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter (Vietnamese)
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SRI • Introductory Letter (Vietnamese) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter Vietnamese

(SRI)

SRI

SRI

SRI

SRI
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Introductory Letter 
(Haitian Creole)

Name
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SRI • Introductory Letter (Haitian Creole) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Intro Letter Creole

(SRI)
SRI

SRI

SRI

SRI
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter (English)

SRI • Follow-Up Letter (English) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter English
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Dear Parent or Caregiver:
This year your child is completing the Scholastic Reading Inventory™ (SRI), a classroom-
based reading test. SRI is designed to evaluate students’ reading abilities, monitor student 
reading progress, set goals for reading growth, and match students to books at appropriate 
reading levels.

In SRI, the student reads a series of short passages taken from fiction and nonfiction books 
and articles. After each passage, the student completes a fill-in-the-blank sentence. The 
test is taken on a computer, and lasts about 20 minutes. Test results are reported using 
a readability measurement called the Lexile®. Think of the Lexile score as you would 
the reading from an outdoor thermometer. Just as you can use the temperature on a 
thermometer to decide what kind of jacket to wear, a Lexile score can be used to decide 
how difficult a book to read! 

SRI Results:

Test Date:

Test Results:

Comments:

There are a number of ways you can help your child’s reading progress at home. Here are 
some suggestions:

• Set a goal for your child of at least 20 minutes of reading per day.

• Because the Lexile system is also used to assign reading measurements to books, 
you can use your child’s Lexile score to find books that are at an appropriate 
reading level. Your child received a personalized book list that reflects his or her 
current Lexile score and reading interests. Encourage your child to read the books 
on that list and discuss them with you.

• Share with your child the kinds of things you are reading. Tell about interesting 
things you read in the newspaper, or about a magazine article that taught you 
something new.

Thank you for taking the time to help improve your child’s reading skills. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter (Spanish)

SRI • Follow-Up Letter (Spanish) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter Spanish
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Fecha de la prueba: 
Resultados de la prueba: 
Comentarios: 

(SRI)
SRI

SRI

SRI:
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter (Hmong)

SRI • Follow-Up Letter (Hmong) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter Hmong
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SRI

SRI
(SRI)

SRI:
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter (Chinese)

SRI • Follow-Up Letter (Chinese) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter Chinese
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Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter (Vietnamese)

SRI • Follow-Up Letter (Vietnamese) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter Vietnamese

 

 

 

 

(SRI)
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SRI

SRI:
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SRI • Follow-Up Letter (Haitain Creole) • Parent Letter

Resource Links

SAM Keyword: Follow-Up Letter Creole

Scholastic Reading Inventory
Follow-Up Letter 
(Haitain Creole)
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(SRI)
SRI

SRI

SRI
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Glossary

Beginning Reader (BR)

A text or student with a Lexile measure of 99L or below. BR designation is 
an indication that the student cannot yet comprehend continuous text.

Computer-Adaptive Test

An adaptive test, such as SRI, is one that is targeted to each individual 
examinee. As the student takes the test, the questions step up or down in 
difficulty, with the aid of a computer algorithm, according to the student’s 
performance. Each examinee takes a unique appropriately-leveled test 
designed based on abilities. In order to further reduce testing time while still 
producing precise results, information about the examinee’s prior level of 
proficiency can be used to determine the optimal starting point for the test.

Criterion-referenced Test

A criterion-referenced test is one that provides results which indicate the 
knowledge or skills possessed by a student. Scores from these tests have 
meaning in terms of what the student knows or can do, rather than in relation 
to the scores of an external reference (or norm) group. SRI is a criterion-
referenced test, that also provides norm-referenced results.

Grade Equivalent

A grade equivalent (GE) is a score that represents the typical (mean or median) 
performance of students tested in a given month of the school year. It is a 
decimal number that shows performance in terms of Grade Level (to the left of 
the decimal) and months (to the right of the decimal). It is not an equal interval 
scale and should not be used to measure growth. SRI does not report in GE.

Grade Level

Indicates whether the student is reading on, above, or below grade as 
determined by the place on the norm scale. Grade Level also corresponds to 
the student’s Performance Standard. (See Performance Standard.)
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High-Low

High-low texts have Lexile measures that fall much lower than the average 
reading ability of the intended reader age range. Media specialists and 
booksellers sometimes refer to young adult books with disproportionately 
low Lexile measures as “high-low” books, meaning “high-interest” plus 
“low difficulty.” High-low books are useful when matching older (grade 7 and 
beyond) struggling readers with texts at both an appropriate complexity and 
an appropriate developmental level.

Lexile

A Lexile is a unit of measurement that is used to determine the difficulty of 
text and the reading level of readers. It is an equal interval scale and can be 
used to measure growth.

Lexile Framework

The Lexile Framework is a system that can help determine the reading level of 
any written material—from a book to a test item. The Framework can also be 
used to assess a reader’s reading comprehension level. After test results are 
converted into Lexile measures, readers can be matched to reading materials 
on their own level. The Lexile Framework enables teachers to forecast what 
material each student can read with the desired level of comprehension.

Lexile Reading Range

The number of Lexile measures above and below the student’s Lexile measure 
at which the student can be successful when reading for different purposes—
independent reading, instructional reading, and fluent reading. Generally, the 
ranges for each of these are:

• Independent: 250L below the student’s Lexile measure 
to 50L above the student’s Lexile measure.

• Instructional: 250L above the student’s Lexile measure 
to 100L below the student’s Lexile measure.
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Lexile Reader Measure

The Lexile measure of a student’s reading level is determined by the results of 
a test such as the SRI. A student whose reading skills have been measured at 
500 Lexile (500L) can confidently read a book that is also measured at 500L.

Lexile Text Measure

A Lexile text measure is the specific number assigned to any text. A computer 
program called the Lexile Analyzer computes this. The Analyzer carefully 
examines the whole text to measure such characteristics as sentence length 
and word frequency—characteristics that are highly related to overall reading 
comprehension. The Analyzer then reports a Lexile measure for the text.

Normal Curve Equivalent

A normal curve equivalent (NCE) is a normalized student score with a mean of 
50 and a standard deviation of 21.06. NCEs range from 1 to 99. NCEs allow 
comparison between different tests for the same student or group of students, 
and between different students on the same test. NCEs have many of the 
same characteristics as percentile ranks, but have the additional advantage 
of being based on an interval scale. That is, the difference between two 
consecutive scores on the scale has the same meaning throughout the scale. 
NCEs are often required by many categorical funding agencies (for example, 
Title I). See also stanines and percentiles.

1

1

1

1 2 5 9 9 5 2 115 18 18 15

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 99

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 95

2 3 4 5
Stanines

Percentiles

Normal curve equivalent scores (NCEs)

Percentage of area

under the normal curve

6 7 8 9
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Non-adaptive Test

A non-adaptive test is one that is not customized. Students are administered 
the same test questions regardless of their prior level of proficiency on the 
skills and knowledge being assessed. Each test includes a wide range of 
questions to cover the needs of both the low-achieving students and the high-
achieving students. However, while some questions may be appropriate, the 
overall test may not be at the appropriate level for each student.

Non-Prose (NP) Texts

A non-prose text is at least 50% nonstandard prose. Some examples are 
poems, plays, songs, and books with incorrect or no punctuation.

Norm-referenced Test

A norm-referenced test is one which produces results that relate to the 
performance of a comparison group. Norm-referenced interpretations tell how 
the scores of each student or group of students compares to the scores of 
the original (norm) group that took the test. The scores of the students do not 
necessarily produce the same distribution of scores as the scores of the norm 
group. SRI provides norm-referenced as well as criterion-referenced results. 

Percentile Rank

The percentile rank of a score indicates the percentage of scores less than 
or equal to that score. Percentile ranks range from 1 to 99. For example, if a 
student scores at the 65th percentile rank, it means that he performed as well 
as or better on the assessment than 65 percent of the norm group.
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Performance Standard

A descriptor of student performance that describes what students must do to demonstrate 
various levels of proficiency with respect to the specific content (for example, reading 
comprehension). Four default levels have been identified to describe student performance 
on the SRI at each grade. The levels are based on end-of-year test results.

• Advanced: Students scoring in this range exhibit superior performance when 
reading grade-level appropriate text and can be considered as reading “above 
Grade Level.”

• Proficient: Students scoring in this range exhibit competent performance when 
reading grade-level appropriate text and can be considered as reading “on Grade 
Level.” Students performing at this level should be able to identify details, draw 
conclusions, and make comparisons and generalizations when reading materials 
developmentally appropriate for the Grade Level.

• Basic: Students scoring in this range exhibit minimally competent performance 
when reading grade-level appropriate text and can be considered as reading 
“below Grade Level.”

• Below Basic: Students scoring in this range do not exhibit minimally competent 
performance when reading grade-level appropriate text and can be considered as 
reading significantly “below Grade Level.”

Grade Below Basic Basic Proficient Advanced

1 — 99L & Below 100L to 400L 401L & above

2 99L & Below 100L to 299L 300L to 600L 601L & above

3 249L & Below 250L to 499L 500L to 800L 801L & above

4 349L & Below 350L to 599L 600L to 900L 901L & above

5 449L & Below 450L to 699L 700L to 1000L 1001L & above

6 499L & Below 500L to 799L 800L to 1050L 1051L & above

7 549L & Below 550L to 849L 850L to 1100L 1101L & above

8 599L & Below 600L to 899L 900L to 1150L 1151L & above

9 649L & Below 650L to 999L 1000L to 1200L 1201L & above

10 699L & Below 700L to 1024L 1025L to 1250L 1251L & above

11 799L & Below 800L to 1049L 1050L to 1300L 1301L & above

*Reported in Lexile measures
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Raw Score

The number of correct responses by a student to a set of test items. Raw scores 
cannot be compared across tests, nor are they equal interval. Generally, raw 
scores are converted to a scale score or—as with SRI—to a Lexile measure.

Scale Score

A non-linear transformation of the raw score to make the scale units equal 
interval, and thus useful for measuring growth.

Stanine

Stanine is a standardized student score with a mean of 5 and a standard 
deviation of 2. Stanines range from 1 to 9. In general for all grades, stanines of 
1 to 3 are considered below average, stanines of 4 to 6 are considered average, 
and stanines of 7 to 9 are considered above average. A difference of 2 between 
the stanines for two measures indicates that the two measures are significantly 
different. Stanines, like percentiles, indicate a student’s relative standing in a 
norm group.
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Appendix 1

State Assessment

Arizona’s Instrument to Measure Standards (AIMS)

California English-Language Arts Standards Test

Florida Assessments for Instruction in Reading (FAIR)

Georgia Criterion-Referenced Competency Test (CRCT)

Georgia High School Graduation Tests (GHSGT)

Hawaii State Assessment

Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT)

Kansas State Assessments of Reading

Kentucky Core Curriculum Test (KCCT)

Minnesota Comprehensive Assessments (MCA)

New Mexico Standards-Based Assessment (SBA)

North Carolina End-of-Grade (NCEOG)

North Carolina English I End-of-Course (NCEOC)

Oklahoma Core Curriculum Test (OCCT)

Oregon Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (OAKS)

South Carolina Palmetto Assessment of State Standards (PASS)

South Dakota Test of Educational Progress (DSTEP)

Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) Achievement Test

Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)

Virginia Standards of Learning Tests (SOL)

West Virginia WESTEST 2

Proficiency Assessments for Wyoming Students (PAWN)
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