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Putting the Pieces Together 

Vision:  As an innovative district, united with our community, we empower and inspire all students to 
academic excellence in pursuit of their interests and passions. 

Mission:  To provide a quality education for all students. 
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Index	  of	  Educational	  Quality	  
	  

Fall	  of	  2014,	  Sweetwater	  County	  School	  District	  
#1	  hosted	  an	  AdvancED	  Accreditation	  team	  to	  
evaluate	  how	  the	  system	  is	  working	  in	  unison	  
with	  all	  schools	  in	  the	  district.	  	  During	  the	  visit	  
the	  district	  hosted	  interviews	  with	  
stakeholders,	  the	  leadership	  communicated	  
the	  work	  within	  the	  district	  and	  in	  schools,	  as	  
well	  as,	  sharing	  evidence	  of	  our	  work.	  The	  
Index	  of	  Education	  Quality™	  (IEQ™)	  is	  a	  
measure	  of	  the	  following	  criteria;	  the	  impact	  of	  
teaching	  and	  learning	  on	  student	  performance,	  
the	  capacity	  of	  leadership	  to	  guide	  and	  ensure	  
effectiveness	  in	  carrying	  out	  strategic	  direction	  
of	  institution,	  and	  the	  utilization	  of	  resources	  
to	  meet	  diverse	  needs	  of	  students	  and	  the	  
institution.	  	  It	  is	  tool	  used	  for	  formative	  
analysis	  and	  continuous	  improvement.	  	  

Sweetwater	  County	  School	  District	  #1	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
AdvancED	  Index	  of	  Educational	  Quality	  (IEQ)	  Fall	  2014	  

AdvancED	  Index	  of	  Educational	  
Quality	  (IEQ)	  

AdvancED	  
Network	  

Wyoming	  
Average	  

(2013-‐2014)	  

SCSD	  #1	  	  
(Fall	  2014)	  

Overall	  Average	   282.45	   255	   278	  

Teaching,	  Assessing	  for	  
Learning,	  Using	  Results	  for	  
Continuous	  Improvement	  and	  
Student	  Performance	  

272.32	   251	   265	  

Purpose,	  Direction,	  
Governance,	  Leadership	  
Capacity	  and	  Stakeholder	  
Feedback	  

294.44	   258	   289	  

Resources	  and	  Support	  
Systems	  

282.93	   261	   295	  

 

Accreditation	  Outcomes	  

Findings	  
í Teaching	  &	  Learning	  Impact	  

§ The	  instructional	  strategies	  and	  
programming	  utilized	  in	  the	  academies	  
are	  powerful	  examples	  of	  meaningful	  
learning,	  which	  prepare	  students	  for	  
post	  high	  school	  success.	  

§ Exemplars	  of	  excellent	  instruction	  exist	  
in	  every	  building	  and	  can	  serve	  as	  
models	  for	  improving	  instruction	  
district	  wide.	  

§ Collaboration	  structures	  such	  as	  
Professional	  Learning	  Communities	  
provide	  staff	  opportunities	  for	  
professional	  development,	  collegiality,	  
and	  problem	  solving.	  

	  

í Leadership	  Capacity	  
§ Through	  an	  inclusive	  and	  

comprehensive	  process,	  the	  district	  
has	  developed	  a	  vision	  that	  serves	  as	  
its	  “north	  star.”	  

§ The	  district	  emphasis	  on	  not	  being	  
more	  than	  “one	  step	  away”	  from	  the	  
children	  supports	  the	  mission	  of	  
providing	  a	  quality	  education	  for	  all	  
children	  “in	  pursuit	  of	  their	  interests	  
and	  passions.”	  

	  

í Resource	  Utilization	  
§ The	  district	  has	  ensured	  access	  to	  

technology	  for	  student	  use	  to	  support	  
learning.	  

§ Student	  use	  of	  technology	  should	  be	  
expanded	  to	  include	  authentic	  
engagement,	  productivity	  and	  student	  
collaboration.	  

§ Buildings	  and	  facilities	  across	  the	  
district	  are	  conducive	  to	  teaching	  and	  
learning	  because	  of	  quality	  
maintenance,	  new	  construction,	  and	  
safety	  and	  security	  upgrades.	  
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• This	  fall,	  66%	  of	  9th	  grade	  students	  tested	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  in	  MAP	  reading—the	  highest	  of	  all	  
grade	  levels	  tested!	  This	  same	  group	  had	  64%	  of	  students	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  2013—
again	  the	  highest	  percentage	  of	  students	  by	  grade	  level	  in	  the	  district.	  
	  

• This	  fall,	  41%	  of	  2nd	  grade	  students	  tested	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  in	  MAP	  reading—down	  from	  fall	  of	  
2013,	  in	  which	  52%	  of	  students	  in	  this	  same	  group	  tested	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level.	  

• 57%	  of	  ninth	  grade	  students	  tested	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  this	  fall	  in	  MAP	  math—up	  from	  49%	  in	  the	  
fall	  of	  2013!	  	  Following	  closely,	  54%	  of	  tenth	  grade	  students	  who	  tested	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  in	  
MAP	  math	  are	  up	  from	  52%	  in	  fall	  of	  2013.	  
	  

• Only	  36%	  of	  second	  grader	  students	  placed	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  this	  fall.	  	  This	  same	  group	  had	  
48%	  of	  students	  at	  or	  above	  grade	  level	  in	  the	  fall	  of	  2013.	  
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PAWS	  Blueprints	  	  
	  

Fourth	  grade	  teachers,	  did	  you	  know	  that	  approximately	  35%	  of	  the	  2015	  PAWS	  assessment	  would	  be	  on	  
Reading	  Informational	  Text?	  	  Fifth	  grade	  teachers,	  the	  amount	  of	  reading	  content	  coverage	  of	  Integration	  
of	  Knowledge	  and	  Ideas	  has	  increased	  by	  11%	  or	  from	  0-‐2	  questions	  last	  year	  to	  6	  to	  8	  questions	  this	  year.	  	  
Seventh	  grade	  Math	  teachers;	  approximately	  31%	  	  (about	  18	  questions)	  of	  the	  PAWS	  emphasis	  will	  be	  on	  
Expressions	  and	  Equations.	  	  	  
To	  find	  out	  how	  many	  questions	  will	  be	  asked	  on	  each	  of	  the	  standards	  is	  available	  on	  the	  2015	  PAWS	  
Blueprints	  for	  reading,	  math	  and	  science.	  The	  blueprints	  for	  grades	  3	  –	  8	  are	  available	  at	  the	  WDE	  website	  
at	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  page:	  	  http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/assessment/paws/	  
	  

Also	  on	  the	  WDE	  website	  are	  grade	  specific	  resources	  such	  as	  PAWS	  released	  items	  for	  practice	  with	  
students	  and	  SAWS	  prompt	  types	  and	  scoring	  guides.	  	  The	  links	  are	  below.	  	  	  
	  

PAWS	  Grade	  Resources	  (Released	  Items)	  
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/assessment/paws/	  
	  

SAWS	  Resources	  (prompt	  types	  and	  scoring	  guides)	  
http://edu.wyoming.gov/educators/assessment/saws/	  
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Wyoming	  Accountability	  in	  Education	  Act	  	  
	  
The	  Wyoming	  Accountability	  in	  Education	  Act	  (WAEA)	  established	  a	  requirement	  to	  develop	  procedures	  for	  
assigning	  all	  Wyoming	  public	  schools	  to	  one	  of	  four	  performance	  level	  categories:	  Exceeding	  Expectations,	  
Meeting	  Expectations,	  Partially	  Meeting	  Expectations	  and	  Not	  Meeting	  Expectations.	  Each	  school’s	  
performance	  level	  determination	  is	  based	  upon	  the	  school’s	  performance	  on	  various	  indicators.	  	  The	  
indicators	  for	  grades	  three	  through	  eight	  are	  achievement,	  growth	  and	  equity.	  	  Indicators	  for	  high	  school	  are	  
achievement,	  readiness	  and	  equity	  measured	  by	  the	  change	  in	  achievement	  gap.	  	  
The	  School	  Performance	  Reports	  (SPR)	  for	  Sweetwater	  #1	  have	  recently	  been	  released	  by	  the	  WDE.	  	  As	  an	  
overview	  of	  the	  results,	  there	  are	  three	  schools	  that	  are	  categorized	  as	  Exceeding	  Expectations,	  one	  school	  is	  
Meeting	  Expectations,	  ten	  schools	  are	  Partially	  Meeting	  Expectations	  and	  two	  schools	  who	  are	  Not	  Meeting	  
Expectations.	  When	  compared	  to	  last	  year,	  38%	  of	  schools	  showed	  an	  increase	  in	  ranking,	  50%	  stayed	  the	  
same	  and	  13%	  showed	  a	  decline.	  	  Detailed	  reports	  will	  be	  available	  as	  soon	  as	  the	  embargo	  is	  lifted	  at:	  	  
http://fusion.edu.wyoming.gov/MySites/Data_Reporting/data_reporting_accountability_reports.aspx	  
	  	  
How	  does	  student	  achievement	  factor	  into	  the	  school	  performance	  reports?	  	  Achievement	  is	  measured	  by	  
the	  following	  assessments:	  	  reading	  in	  grades	  three	  through	  eight	  and	  eleven,	  math	  in	  grades	  three	  through	  
eight	  and	  eleven,	  science	  in	  grades	  four,	  eight	  and	  eleven	  and	  writing	  in	  grades	  five	  and	  seven.	  	  English	  and	  
writing	  are	  combined	  to	  determine	  achievement	  in	  grade	  eleven.	  	  	  
	  

With	  the	  increased	  rigor	  of	  the	  newly	  adopted	  reading	  and	  math	  Wyoming	  Performance	  and	  Content	  
Standards,	  the	  2014	  PAWS	  test	  was	  different	  and	  not	  comparable	  to	  previous	  PAWS	  tests.	  	  New	  proficiency	  
cut	  points	  had	  to	  be	  set.	  	  This	  past	  summer,	  the	  Wyoming	  Department	  of	  Education	  (WDE)	  sponsored	  teams	  
of	  stakeholders	  to	  set	  the	  new	  proficiency	  cut	  points.	  	  The	  cut	  point	  for	  the	  Meeting	  Targets	  category	  is	  53	  in	  
grades	  three	  through	  eight	  and	  the	  cut	  point	  for	  the	  Exceeds	  Targets	  category	  is	  70.	  	  At	  grade	  eleven,	  the	  cut	  
point	  for	  Meeting	  Targets	  is	  32	  and	  for	  Exceeding	  Targets	  is	  45.	  	  The	  calculation	  is	  figured	  by	  dividing	  the	  
number	  of	  students	  who	  are	  proficient	  or	  above	  in	  math,	  reading,	  writing	  and	  science	  divided	  by	  the	  number	  
of	  students	  who	  took	  the	  tests.	  	  This	  equals	  the	  school	  achievement	  score.	  Simply	  stated,	  achievement	  is	  the	  
percent	  proficient	  or	  above	  on	  state	  tests	  in	  reading,	  mathematics,	  science,	  and	  writing.	  	  Sweetwater	  #1	  
schools	  that	  met	  or	  exceeded	  targets	  in	  achievement	  are:	  	  Farson-‐Eden	  Elementary,	  Farson-‐Eden	  Middle	  
School,	  Rock	  Springs	  Junior	  High,	  Walnut	  Elementary	  and	  Westridge	  Elementary.	  	  Thirty	  one	  percent	  of	  
Sweetwater	  #1	  schools	  showed	  an	  increase	  in	  their	  growth	  ranking,	  56%	  stayed	  the	  same	  and	  13%	  showed	  a	  
decrease	  in	  growth	  ranking.	  

Wyoming	  School	  Accountability	  Update	  -‐	  Consolidated	  Subgroup	  	  
	  

Changes	  to	  student	  performance	  levels	  were	  enacted	  for	  2014	  testing	  in	  order	  to	  align	  the	  student	  
performance	  expectations	  with	  new	  Wyoming	  standards	  for	  math	  and	  English/language	  arts,	  which	  were	  
adopted	  by	  the	  Wyoming	  State	  Board	  of	  Education.	  The	  definition	  of	  the	  consolidated	  subgroups	  for	  the	  
2014-‐15	  school	  year	  have	  been	  revised	  to	  better	  reflect	  the	  purpose	  of	  the	  equity	  indicator	  given	  the	  new	  
student	  performance	  levels.	  	  
	  

For	  schools	  serving	  grades	  4	  through	  8	  the	  consolidated	  subgroup	  will	  consist	  of	  students	  with	  below	  basic	  
performance	  in	  math	  and/or	  reading	  on	  the	  spring	  2014	  PAWS	  test.	  	  
	  

For	  high	  schools,	  the	  definition	  of	  the	  consolidated	  subgroup	  will	  remain	  unchanged	  from	  2013-‐14.	  
Specifically,	  the	  consolidated	  subgroup	  will	  consist	  of	  students	  with	  prior	  year	  grade	  10	  PLAN	  scores	  on	  the	  
mathematics	  subject	  area	  test	  below	  17	  and/or	  with	  scores	  on	  the	  reading	  subject	  area	  test	  below	  16.	  	  
	  

The	  best	  method	  for	  improving	  equity	  scores	  for	  school	  accountability	  under	  WAEA	  is	  to	  assure	  that	  students	  
in	  the	  consolidated	  subgroup	  are	  receiving	  the	  educational	  services	  needed	  to	  assure	  they	  are	  making	  as	  
much	  progress	  as	  possible	  in	  math	  and	  reading	  during	  the	  2014-‐15	  academic	  year.	  
	  

Click	  the	  link	  below	  for	  a	  copy	  of	  the	  Wyoming	  School	  Accountability	  Wyoming	  School	  Performance	  Rating	  
Model	  2014	  Implementation	  Handbook:	  	  
http://edu.wyoming.gov/download/accountability/SCHOOL%20PERFORMANCE%20RATING%20MODEL%20FOR%202014_100914.pdf	  
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Math	  Resources	  and	  Tips	  
	  

Math	  Journals	  
A	  math	  journal,	  or	  problem	  solving	  notebook	  as	  they	  are	  sometimes	  referred	  to,	  is	  a	  book	  in	  which	  
students	  record	  their	  math	  work	  and	  thinking.	  They	  can	  be	  used	  to:	  	  
	  

• Record	  the	  solutions	  to	  math	  problems,	  along	  with	  the	  strategy	  and	  thought	  processes	  
used	  to	  arrive	  at	  the	  solution	  	  

• Write	  about	  learning:	  At	  times	  students	  may	  be	  asked	  to	  reflect	  on	  their	  math	  learning.	  For	  
example,	  students	  may	  be	  asked	  to	  write	  about	  "what	  you	  already	  know	  about	  ......"	  at	  the	  
beginning	  of	  a	  unit	  or	  "what	  you	  did	  today,	  what	  your	  learned,	  and	  any	  questions	  you	  
have",	  or	  "the	  three	  most	  important	  things	  you	  learned	  in	  this	  unit."	  

By	  dating	  entries	  the	  journal	  provides	  a	  chronological	  record	  of	  the	  development	  of	  a	  student’s	  
mathematical	  thinking	  throughout	  the	  year.	  

	  
Why	  Use	  Math	  Journals?	  
While	  students	  learn	  how	  to	  "do"	  math,	  they	  must	  also	  learn	  how	  to	  articulate	  what	  they	  are	  
learning.	  It	  is	  important	  to	  provide	  many	  opportunities	  for	  students	  to	  organize	  and	  record	  their	  
work	  without	  the	  structure	  of	  a	  worksheet.	  Math	  journals	  support	  students'	  learning	  because,	  in	  
order	  to	  get	  their	  ideas	  on	  paper,	  children	  must	  organize,	  clarify,	  and	  reflect	  on	  their	  thinking.	  
Initially	  many	  students	  will	  need	  support	  and	  encouragement	  in	  order	  to	  communicate	  their	  ideas	  
and	  thinking	  clearly	  on	  paper	  but,	  as	  with	  any	  skill,	  the	  more	  they	  practice	  the	  easier	  it	  will	  
become.	  
	  
Journals	  also	  serve	  as	  invaluable	  assessment	  resources	  that	  can	  inform	  classroom	  instruction.	  
Reviewing	  a	  student’s	  math	  journal	  provides	  a	  useful	  insight	  into	  what	  a	  child	  understands,	  how	  
s/he	  approaches	  ideas	  and	  what	  misconceptions	  s/he	  has.	  

For	  more	  information	  on	  this	  subject	  or	  other	  Wyoming	  Content	  and	  Performance	  Standards	  go	  to	  
the	  following	  website:	  

http://www.k-‐5mathteachingresources.com/	  

	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standard-‐	  FAQ	  
	  

Why	  is	  the	  sequence	  of	  key	  math	  topics	  in	  the	  math	  standards	  important?	  	  
	  

The	  mathematical	  progressions,	  or	  sequencing	  of	  topics,	  presented	  in	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards	  are	  
coherent	  and	  based	  on	  evidence.	  Part	  of	  the	  problem	  with	  having	  many	  different	  sets	  of	  state	  standards	  was	  
that	  different	  states	  covered	  different	  topics	  at	  different	  grade	  levels.	  Coming	  to	  a	  consensus	  on	  the	  
standards	  guarantees	  that,	  from	  the	  viewpoint	  of	  any	  given	  state,	  topics	  will	  move	  up	  or	  down	  in	  a	  
consistent	  grade	  level	  sequence.	  What	  is	  important	  to	  keep	  in	  mind	  is	  that	  the	  progression	  in	  the	  Common	  
Core	  is	  mathematically	  coherent	  and	  leads	  to	  college	  and	  career	  readiness	  at	  an	  internationally	  competitive	  
level.	  
	  
http://www.corestandards.org/about-‐the-‐standards/frequently-‐asked-‐questions/	  
	  

http://www.k-5mathteachingresources.com/
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Mission:  To provide a quality education for all students. As an innovative district, united with our community, 

Office	  of	  Special	  Services	  
	  

Wyoming	  Alternate	  Assessment	  Administration	  Training—Save	  the	  Date!	  	  
	  

On	  July	  1st,	  the	  State	  Board	  approved	  a	  new	  contract	  with	  American	  Institutes	  for	  Research	  (AIR)	  
to	  deliver	  the	  Spring	  2015	  and	  2016	  alternate	  assessment.	  The	  Wyoming	  Alternate	  Assessment	  for	  
Students	  with	  Significant	  Cognitive	  Disabilities	  (Wy-‐ALT)	  will	  be	  re-‐placing	  the	  PAWS-‐ALT	  for	  2015.	  
Please	  note	  that	  the	  mandatory	  administration	  training	  will	  take	  place	  January	  2015,	  on	  the	  dates	  
and	  in	  the	  locations	  listed	  below.	  If	  you	  have	  any	  questions	  about	  the	  new	  assessment,	  contact	  Pari	  
Swanson,	  ALT	  Assessment	  Consultant,	  at	  324-‐8122	  or	  email	  pari.swanson@wyo.gov.	  	  
¨	  January	  6	  Cheyenne	  	  
¨	  January	  8	  Gillette	  	  
¨	  January	  12	  Jackson	  	  
¨	  January	  13	  Riverton	  	  
¨	  January	  15	  Green	  River	  	  
	  
Professional	  Development	  Opportunity:	  Standards	  Extensions	  for	  Students	  with	  Significant	  
Cognitive	  Disabilities	  (SCD)	  	  
	  
UPDATE:	  WDE	  will	  be	  sponsoring	  5	  two-‐day	  training	  sessions	  (Day	  1	  will	  focus	  on	  ELA	  and	  Day	  2	  
will	  focus	  on	  mathematics)	  for	  Special	  Educators	  and	  related	  service	  providers,	  conducted	  by	  a	  
representative	  from	  the	  Center	  for	  Literacy	  Disability	  Studies	  from	  the	  University	  of	  North	  Carolina	  
at	  Chapel	  Hill.	  The	  training	  will	  focus	  on	  literacy	  and	  the	  newly	  developed	  standards	  extensions	  
that	  align	  to	  the	  WyCPS	  in	  English	  language	  arts	  and	  mathematics.	  During	  this	  opportunity	  that	  will	  
be	  offered	  in	  various	  regions	  of	  the	  state,	  participants	  will	  have	  a	  sneak	  peek	  at	  literacy	  for	  
students	  w/SCD.	  Participants	  will	  have	  the	  opportunity	  to	  dig	  in	  to	  the	  new	  ALT	  standards	  and	  take	  
away	  some	  lesson	  plans	  to	  use	  immediately	  in	  their	  classroom	  as	  well.	  A	  follow	  up,	  more	  in-‐depth	  
session	  is	  being	  also	  planned	  for	  the	  summer	  2015.	  	  
Save	  the	  Dates:	  	  
¨	  December	  1	  &	  2	  Laramie	  	  
¨	  December	  3	  &	  4	  Rock	  Springs	  	  
¨	  December	  5	  &	  6	  Dubois	  	  
¨	  December	  8	  &	  9	  Cody	  	  
¨	  December	  10	  &	  11	  Buffalo	  	  
	  

Registration	  and	  facility	  locations	  will	  be	  announced	  soon.	  	  

Page	  7	  

Winter	  MAP	  Testing	  begins	  December	  1st	  
	  

Don’t	  forget…winter	  MAP	  testing	  window	  opens	  December	  1st	  and	  runs	  through	  December	  19th.	  	  	  
	  

For	  training	  or	  support,	  please	  contact	  Debbie	  Varras	  or	  Jessica	  Peppard	  in	  the	  Curriculum,	  
Instruction	  and	  Assessment	  Office.	  

My	  Big	  Campus	  Updates	  
	  

My	  Big	  Campus	  Grade	  Level	  Groups	  are	  now	  updated.	  All	  resources	  are	  available	  in	  one	  place.	  Groups	  
are	  under	  Teacher	  Resources.	  For	  example:	  	  1st	  Grade	  Teacher	  Resources.	  Accessible	  and	  downloadable	  
resources	  include	  report	  card	  materials,	  Common	  Formative	  Assessments,	  math	  resources,	  ELA	  
resources,	  flip	  charts	  and	  much	  more.	  	  
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Mission:  To provide a quality education for all students. As an innovative district, united with our community, 

Life	  RU	  Ready	  
	  

The	  2014	  Life	  RU	  Ready	  event	  was	  a	  tremendous	  learning	  experience	  for	  our	  
junior	  high	  students,	  and	  credit	  must	  be	  given	  to	  the	  collaborative	  effort	  between	  the	  
Rock	  Springs	  community	  and	  Sweetwater	  County	  School	  District	  #1.	  Two	  years	  worth	  of	  
preplanning	  and	  problem	  solving	  went	  into	  the	  culminating	  life	  simulation;	  and	  a	  large	  
number	  of	  working	  professionals,	  community	  volunteers	  and	  school	  district	  personnel	  
helped	  execute	  what	  was	  referred	  to	  as,	  “an	  eye	  opening	  day”	  by	  one	  RSJH	  student.	  	  

This	  experiential-‐based	  learning	  opportunity	  was	  kicked	  off	  by	  a	  mock	  house	  
party,	  which	  was	  thrown	  by	  trained	  members	  of	  the	  Rock	  Springs	  High	  School	  Health	  
Occupations	  Academy.	  At	  the	  party,	  junior	  high	  students	  were	  exposed	  to	  loud	  music,	  
commotion,	  games,	  pretend	  alcohol	  (Gatorade),	  and	  pretend	  prescription	  medications	  
(various	  candies).	  During	  this	  time,	  students	  were	  allowed	  to	  make	  a	  choice	  between	  
participating	  in	  the	  party	  and	  trying	  various	  illegal	  activities	  or	  going	  to	  the	  Safe	  Zone	  –	  a	  
station	  set	  up	  and	  overseen	  by	  counselors	  away	  from	  the	  party.	  After	  a	  short	  period	  of	  
time,	  the	  mock	  party	  was	  busted	  by	  the	  Rock	  Springs	  Police	  Department,	  and	  Officer	  
Medler	  discussed	  consequences	  for	  underage	  drinking	  and	  drug	  use	  in	  detail	  with	  the	  
students.	  	  

From	  there	  students	  were	  dealt	  a	  hypothetical	  consequence	  from	  a	  deck	  of	  cards,	  
thus	  beginning	  their	  real	  life	  learning	  experience	  through	  a	  maze	  of	  booths	  and	  
simulations	  set	  up	  by	  Rock	  Springs	  working	  professionals	  and	  community	  volunteers.	  
Some	  of	  the	  learning	  stations	  included:	  	  a	  mock	  car	  accident	  scene	  with	  a	  highway	  patrol	  
trooper,	  a	  presentation	  by	  Green	  River’s	  Hayley	  Castillo,	  a	  mortuary	  setup,	  a	  courtroom	  
setup	  with	  Judge	  James,	  a	  mock	  jail	  facility,	  professionals	  from	  the	  Rock	  Springs	  Youth	  
Home	  and	  Juvenile	  Probation,	  a	  mock	  pregnancy	  station	  with	  Memorial	  Hospital	  heath	  
care	  professionals,	  and	  an	  entire	  health	  and	  wellness	  center.	  At	  the	  end	  of	  each	  session,	  
students	  were	  given	  20	  minutes	  to	  discuss	  and	  debrief	  their	  experiences	  in	  small	  groups	  
facilitated	  by	  licensed	  counselors.	  	  

The	  intent	  of	  the	  Life	  RU	  Ready	  program	  is	  to	  expose	  our	  students	  to	  real	  world	  
consequences	  of	  underage	  drinking	  and	  drug	  use.	  The	  power	  of	  this	  life	  simulation	  lies	  in	  
the	  experience	  of	  our	  working	  professionals	  and	  their	  ability	  to	  show	  students	  how	  each	  
consequence	  really	  plays	  out.	  Its	  effect	  is	  much	  more	  meaningful	  than	  simply	  telling	  
students	  to	  avoid	  certain	  behaviors.	  Pre	  and	  post	  surveys	  will	  be	  used	  in	  an	  effort	  to	  track	  
student	  perceptions,	  and	  longitudinal	  data	  will	  be	  collected	  to	  measure	  the	  Life	  RU	  Ready	  
program’s	  impact	  on	  the	  Youth	  Risk	  Behavior	  Survey	  given	  each	  year	  by	  the	  Wyoming	  
Department	  of	  Education.	  	  

Page	  8	  
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Mission:  To provide a quality education for all students. As an innovative district, united with our community, 

	  

Schools in the Spotlight 

Rock Springs Junior High 

Rock Springs High School 

Rock	  Springs	  High	  School-‐	  Foundations	  in	  Algebra	  
	  

Foundations	  of	  Algebra	  is	  a	  scripted	  class	  that	  helps	  students	  build	  their	  math	  skills	  to	  be	  successful	  in	  
Algebra	  1.	  It	  begins	  at	  about	  the	  5th	  grade	  level	  and	  works	  up	  to	  the	  skills	  currently	  being	  taught	  in	  
Algebra	  1.	  Students	  are	  currently	  re-‐learning	  or	  learning	  arithmetic	  skills	  for	  the	  first	  time	  in	  some	  
cases.	  Topics	  in	  Foundation	  are	  spiraled	  so	  students	  don't	  learn	  a	  topic	  and	  then	  move	  on.	  Any	  given	  
topic	  could	  be	  seen	  between	  5	  to	  15	  times	  in	  different	  lessons.	  For	  instance,	  they	  see	  area	  and	  
perimeter	  in	  lessons	  5-‐16	  then	  revisit	  it	  again	  later	  in	  the	  book	  so	  they	  don’t	  forget	  the	  concepts.	  Most	  
students	  feel	  very	  comfortable	  with	  math	  and	  are	  finding	  success	  where	  they	  may	  not	  have	  in	  the	  past.	  
When	  the	  program	  first	  started,	  students	  would	  say	  things	  like,	  "I	  can't	  divide."	  Now	  that	  we	  have	  done	  
it	  nearly	  everyday	  for	  several	  weeks	  students	  have	  not	  said	  this	  at	  all.	  In	  fact,	  all	  of	  them	  can	  divide	  and	  
are	  very	  confident	  in	  their	  work	  and	  answers.	  Students	  benefit	  in	  that	  they	  are	  able	  to	  take	  Algebra	  1	  
concurrently	  with	  Foundations	  of	  Algebra	  in	  place	  of	  pre-‐algebra.	  This	  is	  helpful	  especially	  if	  students	  
are	  looking	  to	  earn	  Hathaway	  Scholarship	  money.	  Algebra	  1	  plus	  three	  additional	  higher	  math	  classes	  
are	  required	  for	  all	  tiers	  of	  the	  Hathaway	  Scholarship	  other	  than	  the	  Opportunity	  Provisional	  Tier.	  
	  
	  
	  
Rock	  Springs	  Junior	  High	  School-‐Go	  Math	  
	  

RSJH	  is	  currently	  shifting	  content	  to	  match	  the	  Common	  Core	  Math	  Standards	  in	  part,	  by	  piloting	  the	  
Go	  Math	  program	  in	  7th	  and	  8th	  grade	  math	  classes.	  	  At	  RSJH	  it	  is	  understood	  that	  great	  teaching	  
materials	  do	  not	  provide	  great	  education	  in	  and	  of	  themselves.	  However,	  a	  coherent,	  mindful	  approach	  
to	  teaching	  and	  learning	  is	  essential	  given	  the	  time	  constraints	  of	  a	  school	  year.	  	  The	  Go	  Math	  program	  
offers	  a	  wide	  variety	  of	  virtual	  practice,	  tutorials,	  and	  dynamic	  interaction	  opportunities,	  as	  well	  as,	  a	  
virtual	  text	  and	  an	  interactive	  student	  textbook.	  	  The	  HMH	  Go	  Math	  program	  is	  designed	  to	  fully	  
address	  the	  Common	  Core	  State	  Standards.	  	  Concepts	  within	  each	  grade	  are	  organized	  into	  units	  that	  
align	  to	  major	  domains	  and	  provide	  focus	  and	  coherence	  on	  key	  big	  ideas.	  	  Within	  each	  unit,	  concepts	  
are	  organized	  into	  modules	  that	  align	  to	  clusters	  and	  build	  connections	  among	  the	  individual	  standards.	  	  	  
	  

Page	  9	  


