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  GRADE 4  
  Unit 3: Inside Nature  

Overview:  
During this unit, students will explore anchor 
and paired texts around the theme of “Inside 
Nature.” Throughout the unit students will 
experience literature related to weather and 
ecosystems. Additionally, students will complete 
a unit on opinion essays and will begin a new 
unit writing informational text. Lastly students 
will continue to hone their ability to read, write, 
and spell correctly via the Orton-Gillingham 
program. 

Journeys Program Resources 

Unit 3:  Inside Nature 
Unit Opener (FYI, STS, CON) p. 315, Unit Performance Task p. T363, Unit Pre-Test (D/P); 
Unit Test (D/P) 

Lesson 11: 
Hurricanes 
 
Anchor Text: 
Hurricanes: 
Earth’s 
Mightiest 
Storms pp. 320-
329 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Recovering 
from Katrina” 
pp. 334-338 
 
WGI: T1 
 
SGI: T59 
 
D/P- RA “The 
Big Storm” p. 
T13 

Lesson 12: 
Forces of 
Nature 
 
Anchor Text:     
The Earth 
Dragon Awakes 
pp. 348-359 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Twisters” pp. 
364-366 
 
WGI: T75 
 
SGI: T133 
 
D/P - RA “Safe 
from Harm” p. 
T87  
 

Lesson 13: 
Interdependence 
 
Anchor Text: 
Antarctic 
Journal: Four 
Months at the 
Bottom of the 
World pp. 376-
387 
 
Paired Selection: 
“Cold, Cold 
Science” pp. 392-
400 
 
WGI: 149 
 
SGI: T213 
 
D/P - RA “On My 
Way to Meet the 
Khan: Excerpts 

Lesson 14: 
Insects 
 
Anchor Text:     
The Life and 
Times of the 
Ant pp. 410-423 
 
Paired 
Selection: “The 
Dove and the 
Ant” pp. 428-
430 
 
WGI: T229 
 
SGI: T289 
 
D/P - RA 
“Wicked Wind” 
p. T241   
 

Lesson 15:  
The 
Environment 
 
Anchor Text: 
Ecology for Kids 
pp. 440-451 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Wonderful 
Weather” pp. 
456-458 
 
WGI: T305 
 
SGI: T367 
 
D/P - RA 
“Forests are 
Forever” p. 
T317 
 

Standards: 
RI. 4.1; RI.4.2; RI. 4.5; RI. 4.7 
SL.4.1; SL.4.2; SL.4.5  
RF.4.3; RF.4.4  
RL.4.2; RL.4.3  
L.4.1; L.4.2; L.4.3  

Instructional 
Time: 6 Weeks  

Objectives:   
Students will identify text and graphic features 
and their function in informational texts. 
 Students will make inferences using facts and 
details in informational texts. 
 Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Students will progress from a personal essay to a 
persuasive essay. 
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Students will use details to determine the 
sequence of events in a text.  
Students will visualize characters, settings, and 
events based on text details.  
Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Students will identify the sequence of events in 
an informational text, using text details and 
signal words. 
 Students will summarize the main ideas in an 
informational text.  
Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Students will write informational essays about 
history. 
 
Students will identify text and graphic features 
and their functions in informational text. 
 Students will ask questions to understand fact 
and details in informational texts.  
Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Students will identify main ideas and details in 
informational texts.  
Students will use text details to monitor and 
clarify understanding.  
Students will engage effectively in collaborative 
discussion. 
 
Students will review phonetics concepts. 

P – LLG pp. 76, 
136-137  
 
D – PJ 11.1-9, 
14.2 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
133-144 
 
P – VC-C 101-
110 (T14-15) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Reading Log; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric  
 
D/P - LITC p. T6 
 
D – IWL 
Suffixes -ful, -
less, -ness, and -
ment; Verbs; 
Frequently 
Confused 
Words 
 
D - GSV N/A 
 
D – IWSL 
Speaking 
Constructively; 

P – LLG pp. 78-
79, 138-139 
 
D – PJ 12.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
146-156 
 
P – VC 111-120 
(T88-89) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Reading Log; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T80 
 
D – IWL 
Synonyms; 
Possessive 
Nouns  
 
D - GSV N/A 
 
D – IWSL Rules 
for a Good 
Discussion; 
Writing to 
Sources 
  

from Marco 
Polo’s 
Adventures” p. 
T161 
 
P – LLG pp. 80-
81, 140-141 
 
D – PJ 13.1-9 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
157-167  
 
P – VC 121-130 
(T162-163) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Reading Log; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric  
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T154 
 
D – IWL 
Greek and Latin 
Word Parts: 
spec, struct, tele, 
vis  
 
D - GSV N/A 
  

P – LLG pp. 82-
83, 142-143 
 
D – PJ 14.1-8 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
169-180 
 
P – VC 131-140 
(T242-243) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Reading Log; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric 
 
D/P - LITC p. 
T234 
 
D – IWL 
Suffixes: -able, -
ible; Participles 
 
D – GSV N/A 
 
D – IWSL 
Participating in 
Collaborative 
Discussions and 
Writing to 
Sources 
  

P – LLG pp. 84-
85, 144-145 
 
D – PJ 15.1-7 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
184-192 
 
P – VC 141-150 
(T318-319) 
 
P – BLM ELL; 
Reading Log; 
Proofreading 
Checklist; 
Writing Rubric 
 
D/P – LITC p.  
T310 
 
D – IWL 
Using Context; 
Review Irregular 
Verbs 
  
D – GSV 
Irregular Verbs 
 
D – IWSL 
Speaking 
Constructively 
and Writing to 
Sources 



EPSD Curriculum and   JOURNEYS Alignment TEMPLATE 

 

Students will learn new phoneme/rules via a 
multisensory approach. 
Students will decode multi-syllabic words. 
Students will spell high frequency words 
correctly. 
Students will comprehend what they hear and 
read.  
 
Students will gain a better understanding of 
EBSRs and TECRs.  
Students will hone their understanding of 
narrative elements.  
Students will practice completing LATs. 
 

Rules for a 
Good Discussion 
and Writing to 
Sources 
  
D/P – CR Lesson 
11 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Tornadoes  
 
D/P – LR  
Text and 
Graphic 
Features; Infer/ 
Predict  
SR- Volcanoes 
OL- Tsunami 
AD- Nature 
Destroys, 
Nature Renews  
ELL- The Big, 
Dangerous 
Wave 
 
 

D/P – CR Lesson 
12 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Keeping Safe in 
an Earthquake 
 
D/P – LR  
Sequence of 
Events; 
Visualize  
SR- Sailing to 
Safety 
OL- Little Hare 
and the 
Thundering 
Earth  
AD- Two 
Against the 
Mississippi 
ELL- A New 
Name for Lois 
 
 
 

D – IWSL 
Participating in 
Collaborative 
Discussions and 
Writing to 
Sources 
  
D/P – CR Lesson 
13 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-go 
 
D/P -VR  
Really, Really 
Cold  
 
D/P – LR  
Sequence of 
Events; 
Summarize 
SR- Amazing 
Birds of 
Antarctica 
OL- An Icy 
Adventure 
AD- Heroes of 
the Antarctic  
ELL- A Visit to 
Antarctic 
 
 

D/P – CR Lesson 
14 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Ants of All Kinds 
 
D/P – LR  
Text and 
Graphic 
Features; 
Question 
SR- The Lives of 
Social Insects 
OL- Arthropods 
Rule!  
AD- Love Those 
Bugs! 
ELL- Arthropods 
Everywhere! 
 
 
 

 D/P – CR 
Lesson 15 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Squash in the 
Schoolyard 
 
D/P – LR Main 
Ideas and 
Details; 
Monitor/ Clarify  
SR- The Seal 
who Wanted to 
Live 
OL- Dad’s 
Garden  
AD- The 
Princess and the 
Manatee  
ELL- A Father’s 
Garden  
 
 
  

Enduring Understandings:   
An ecosystem is made up of various parts, each 
with an important role to play.  
It is important to be informed about the world 
we live in.  
Nature should be treated with respect. 
 

Essential Questions:   
What are the benefits of studying weather?  
How do natural disasters affect people?  
How are the different parts of an ecosystem 
connected?  
How do living things each have an important 
role in the world?  
Why is it important to know what is happening 
in our world? 
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Common Language Guide (Journeys 1 - 5) 

The Common Language Guide (Journeys) provides a list of acronyms to use when reading/reviewing the Program and Curriculum 
Resource (PACR) documents for Journeys, grades 1 – 5. 
 

BB Big Books 
 

LR 
 

Leveled Readers 
SR- Struggling Reader 
OL- On Level 
AD- Advanced 
ELL- English Language Learner 

BIB Blend-It Books (Grades 1-2 only) 
 

BLM  Blackline Master 
 

P Print 
 

CON Channel One News 
 

PJ Projectable 

CR  Close Reader RA Read Aloud 

D Digital 
 

RN Reader’s Notebook 
 

DI Differentiated Instruction (ELL) 
Differentiated Instruction (RTI) 
 

RT-C Retelling Cards 

 DR Decodable Reader 
(Grades 1-1 only)  

SGI Small Group Instruction  

FYI FYI 
 

SS-C Sound-Spelling Cards 

GSV Grammar Snap Video  
 

STSV Stream to Start Video 

IFC Interactive Flip Chart 
 

TB Trade Books 

IWL Interactive Whiteboard Lesson 
 

VC-C Vocabulary in Context Cards 
 

IWSL Interactive Writing, Speaking, and Listening Lessons 
(Grades 3-5) 

VR Vocabulary Reader  
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L-C Letter Cards 
 

WGI Whole Group Instruction 

LITC Literacy Centers 
 

WIR Write-in Reader 
 

LLG Literacy and Language Guide 
 

  

 


