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  GRADE 2 
  Unit 4: Heroes and Helpers 

Overview:    
During this unit, students will explore anchor 
and paired text around the theme of “Heroes 
and Helpers.” Throughout the unit students will 
experience literature about being helpful, being 
tenacious, and being a hero. Additionally, 
students will write and revise poetry and 
continue to hone their ability to read, write and, 
spell correctly via the Orton-Gillingham program. 

Journeys Program Resources 

Unit 4: Heroes and Helpers  
Unit Opener (FYI, STS, CON) p. 9, Unit Performance Task p. T481, Unit Pre-Test (D/P); Unit 
Test (D/P) 
 

Lesson 16: 
Helping Others 
 
Anchor Text: 
Mr. Tanen’s Tie 
Trouble pp. 14-
35 
 
Paired 
Selection: “The 
Jefferson Daily 
News?” pp. 40-
42 
 
WGI: p. T1 
 
SGI: p. T81 
 
BIB: 109-112 
 
DR:  
Beep! Beep! 
We Helped 

Lesson 17: 
Never Give Up 
 
Anchor Text: 
Luke Goes to 
Bat pp. 52-73 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Jackie 
Robinson” pp. 
78-80 
 
WGI: p. T101 
 
SGI: p. T181 
 
BIB: 113-116 
 
DR:  
Bright Lights 
Wild Cats 
 

Lesson 18: 
Reading and 
Writing 
 
Anchor Text: My 
Name is 
Gabriela pp. 90-
109 
 
Paired Selection: 
“Poems About 
Reading and 
Writing” pp. 114-
116 
 
WGI: p. T201 
 
SGI: p. 281 
 
BIB: 117-120 
 
DR:  

Lesson 19: 
Signs 
 
Anchor Text: 
The 
Signmaker’s 
Assistant pp. 
126-149 
 
Paired 
Selection: “The 
Trouble with 
Signs” pp. 154-
156 
 
WGI: p. T301 
 
SGI: p. T381 
 
BIB: 121-122 
 
DR:  
Darling Starling 

Lesson 20: 
What Heroes 
Do 
 
Anchor Text: 
Dex: The Heart 
of a Hero pp. 
166-189 
 
Paired 
Selection: 
“Heroes Then 
and Now” pp. 
194-196 
 
WGI: p. T401 
 
SGI: p. T485 
 
BIB: 123-124 
 
DR:  
A Sporty Game 

Standards: 
RI. 2.3   2.4   2.5   2.6   2.8   2.9  
RF. 2.3   2.4 
RL. 2.1   2.2   2.3   2.4   2.6 
SL. 2.2   2.3   2.5 
W. 2.5 
L. 2.1   2.2   2.3   2.4    
  

Instructional 
Time: 6 Weeks  

Objectives:   
Students will identify and describe settings, 
characters, and plots.  
Students will make inferences and predictions.  
Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic.  
Students will write poetry. 
 
Students will identify the order of events in a 
story. Students will recount what happened in a 
story in order. Students will visualize story 
details as they are read aloud to.  
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Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic. 
 
Students will figure out a character’s feelings 
and traits based on their actions, speech, and 
relationships.  
Students will use knowledge of characters to 
analyze and evaluate texts.  
Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic. 
Students will experiment with language and 
sound to create poetry. 
 
Students will use text and graphic features to 
support understanding.  
Students will ask and answer questions while 
reading to guide comprehension.  
Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic. 
 
Students will compare and contrast characters in 
a story.  
Students will ask questions to monitor and 
clarify what is being read.  
Students will access prior knowledge to 
exchange information about a topic. 
Students will consider the structures and points 
of view of poems. 
 
Students will review phonetics concepts.  
Students will learn new phoneme/rules via a 
multisensory approach.  
Students will decode multisyllabic words.  

 
D/P- RA “A 
Better Way to 
Save” p. T14 
 
P – LLG pp. 86-
87, 146-147      
 
D – P 16.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 1-
15 
 
P – VC -C 121-
128 (T20-21) 
 
P – BLM Writing 
Rubric; 
Proofreading 
Checklist 
 
D/P – LITC p. T6 
 
D – IWL  
Homographs; 
Phonics: Base 
Words and 
Endings -ed, ing 
 
D - GSV- 
Pronouns 
 

D/P- RA “The 
Crowd Roared!” 
p. T114 
 
P – LLG pp. 88-
89, 148-149      
D – P 17.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
16-30 
 
P – VC -C 129-
136 (T120-121) 
 
P – BLM Writing 
Rubric; 
Proofreading 
Checklist 
 
D/P – LITC p. 
T106 
 
D – IWL  
Antonyms; Long 
i (i, igh, y); 
Cumulative 
Review 
 
D - GSV- 
Subject-Verb 
Agreement 
 

Bunny and the 
Penny 
Puppies 
 
D/P- RA “Doctor 
Salk’s Treasure” 
p. T214 
 
P – LLG pp. 90-
91, 150-151      
 
D – P 18.1-10 
 
D/P – RN pp. 31-
45 
 
P – VC -C 137-
144 (T220-221) 
 
P – BLM Writing 
Rubric; 
Proofreading 
Checklist 
 
D/P – LITC p. 
T206 
 
D – IWL  
Suffixes -y, ful; 
The Long e 
Sound for y; 
Changing y to i 
 

Going to the 
Farm 
 
D/P- RA “Wild 
Friends. Wow!” 
p. T314 
 
P – LLG pp. 92-
93, 152-153      
D – P 19.1-8 
 
D/P – RN pp. 
46-60 
 
P – VC -C 145-
152 (T320-321) 
 
P – BLM N/A 
 
D/P – LITC p. 
T306 
 
D – IWL  
Shades of 
Meaning: 
Words with ar 
 
D - GSV- N/A 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
19 
 

My Story 
D/P- RA 
“Ordinary 
Heroes” p. T414 
 
P – LLG pp. 94-
95, 154-155 
 
D – P 19.8, 20.1-
8 
 
D/P – RN pp. 61-
75 
 
P – VC -C 153-
160 (T420-421) 
 
P – BLM Writing 
Rubric; 
Proofreading 
Checklist 
 
D/P – LITC p. 
T406 
 
D – IWL  
Prefix over-; 
Words with or, 
ore 
 
D - GSV- N/A 
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Students will spell high frequency words 
correctly. Students will comprehend what they 
hear and read. 
 
 

D/P – CR Lesson 
16 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Raising funds 
 
D/P – LR Story 
Structure; 
Infer/Predict 
SR- Our Library 
OL- The Bake 
Sale 
AD- The Town 
Auction 
ELL- Ms. 
Hawkins and 
the Bake Sale 

D/P – CR Lesson 
17 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
The Brooklyn 
Dodgers 
 
D/P – LR 
Sequence of 
Events; 
Visualize 
SR- The 
Winning Hit 
OL- Take Me 
Out to the 
Ballpark 
AD- The New 
Field 
ELL- The 
Summer of 
Baseball Parks 

D - GSV- N/A 
 
D/P – CR Lesson 
18 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate All 
About Chile 
 
D/P – LR 
Understanding 
Characters; 
Analyze/Evaluate 
SR- Beatrix 
Potter 
OL- The Life of 
Jack Prelutsky 
AD- The Life of 
Langston Hughes 
ELL- Jack 
Prelutsky 

D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Signs Are 
Everywhere 
 
D/P – LR Text 
and Graphic 
Features; 
Question 
SR- Aldo and 
Abby 
OL- Finding the 
Party 
AD- Too Many 
Signs! 
ELL- Sam Finds 
the Party 

D/P – CR Lesson 
20 
 
D/P – Weekly 
Tests (Grab-n-
go) 
 
D/P -VR  
Differentiate 
Everyday 
Heroes 
 
D/P – LR 
Compare and 
Contrast; 
Monitor/Clarify 
SR- Two Heroes 
OL- 
Superheroes to 
the Rescue 
AD- The 
Mysterious 
Superhero 
ELL-
Superheroes 
Save the Day 

Enduring Understandings:   
It is important not to give up.  
Heroes have specific traits.  
Being helpful is important. 

Essential Questions:  
How can helping others make you feel good?  
Why is it important to keep trying even if 
something is difficult to do?  
Why are reading and writing important?  
How are signs helpful?  
What makes someone a hero? 
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Common Language Guide (Journeys 1 - 5) 

The Common Language Guide (Journeys) provides a list of acronyms to use when reading/reviewing the Program and Curriculum 
Resource (PACR) documents for Journeys, grades 1 – 5. 
 

BB Big Books 
 

LR Leveled Readers 
SR- Struggling Reader 
OL- On Level 
AD- Advanced 

ELL- English Language Learner 

BIB Blend-It Books (Grades 1-2 only) 
 

BLM  Blackline Master 
 

P Print 
 

CON Channel One News 
 

PJ Projectable 

CR  Close Reader RA Read Aloud 

D Digital 
 

RN Reader’s Notebook 
 

DI Differentiated Instruction (ELL) 
Differentiated Instruction (RTI) 
 

RT-C Retelling Cards 

 DR Decodable Reader 
(Grades 1-1 only)  

SGI Small Group Instruction  

FYI FYI 
 

SS-C Sound-Spelling Cards 

GSV Grammar Snap Video  
 

STSV Stream to Start Video 

IFC Interactive Flip Chart 
 

TB Trade Books 

IWL Interactive Whiteboard Lesson 
 

VC-C Vocabulary in Context Cards 
 

IWSL Interactive Writing, Speaking, and Listening Lessons 
(Grades 3-5) 
 

VR Vocabulary Reader  



EPSD Curriculum and   JOURNEYS Alignment TEMPLATE 

 

L-C Letter Cards 
 

WGI Whole Group Instruction 

LITC Literacy Centers 
 

WIR Write-in Reader 
 

LLG Literacy and Language Guide 
 

  

 


