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4-The Debate of Ratification
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What was the major argument of those who
opposed ratification of the United States
Constitution?

(1) The states should not be forced to pay taxes to
the federal government.

(2) The new constitution did not adequately
protect individual liberties against abuse by
the federal government.

(3) The judicial branch was granted more power
than the legislative and executive branches.

(4) The federal government did not have enough
power to defend the nation against foreign
enemies.
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The Federalist Papers, written by Alexander
Hamilton, John Jay, and James Madison, were
intended to

(1) promote independence from Great Britain

(2) persuade voters to keep the Articles of
Confederation

(3) win support for ratification of the Constitution
(4) endorse candidates running for Congress
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Which provision of the Bill of Rights was
influenced by the trial of John Peter Zenger?

(1) right to bear arms

(2) right to an attorney

(3) freedom of religion

(4) freedom of the press
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The framework of government described in the
Constitution of the United States (1787) most
clearly shows the dissatisfaction of the founders
with the

(1) Albany Plan of Union

) Northwest Ordinance

) Articles of Confederation

4) Treaty of Paris
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Antifederalists opposed ratification of the United
States Constitution until they were assured that

(1) a bill of rights would be added to the original
document

(2) their supporters would receive a fair share of
federal government jobs

(3) the president would be given increased powers

(4) senators would be elected directly by the
people
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What was the main reason the Federalists wanted
to replace the Articles of Confederation?

(1) The president did not have the power to veto
legislation.

(2) The legislative branch enacted an unfair tax
program.

(3) The Supreme Court refused to pay
Revolutionary War debts.

(4) The national government was too weak to
solve the nation’s problems.
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Which protection guaranteed by the first
amendment to the United States Constitution
was influenced by the trial of John Peter Zenger
(1735)?

(1) freedom of the press (3) right to assemble
(2) freedom of religion  (4) right to petition
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Many Antifederalists opposed ratification of the
Constitution until they were guaranteed

(1) better protection of individual liberties

) increased presidential authority to wage war
) stricter control over state spending

4) expanded police powers
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What was the primary objection of the
Antifederalists to ratification of the Constitution?

(1) They opposed a bicameral legislature.
(2) They believed the rights of the people were
not protected.

(3) They feared a weak central government.

(4) They wanted to give more power to the
executive branch.




image13.tmp
The primary purpose of the Federalist Papers was to

(1) justify the American Revolution to the
colonists

(2) promote the continuation of British rule

(3) encourage ratification of the United States
Constitution

(4) support the election of George Washington as
president
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Building support for the ratification of the United
States Constitution was the purpose of the

(1) Farewell Address of George Washington

(2) Albany Plan of Union

(3) Mayflower Compact

(4) Federalist Papers
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The main reason the Articles of Confederation
were replaced as the basis of the United States
government was that they

(1) lacked provision for a national congress

(2) declared  that political protests were
unconstitutional

(3) placed too many restrictions on the activities
of state governments

(4) failed to give the central government enough
power to govern effectively
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Which two groups debated the ratification of the
new Constitution?
(1) loyalists and revolutionaries
(2) Federalists and Antifederalists
(3) Democratic Party and Whig Party
(4) executive branch and judicial branch
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In order to win ratification of the United States
Constitution, supporters agreed to

(1) add a bill of rights
(2) admit new states to the Union

(3) establish an electoral college
(4) give the Senate the power to ratify treaties
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One accomplishment of the national government
under the Articles of Confederation was the
passage of legislation establishing

(1) a central banking system

(2) a process for admitting new states to the
Union

(3) the president’s right to put down rebellions

(4) the ability of Congress to tax the states
effectively
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During the debate over the ratification of the
Constitution, Antifederalists argued that

(1) the new Constitution left too much political
power to state governments

(2) a strong mnational government would gain
respect from European nations

(3) checks and balances were unnecessary in a
federal government

(4) the new Constitution would threaten the
rights of individual citizens
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The adoption of the Bill of Rights (1791)
addressed Antifederalist criticism of the new
Constitution by

(1) providing for an indirect method of electing
the president

(2) protecting citizens from abuses of power by
the national government

(3) allowing the national government to coin
money

(4) establishing a process for impeaching federal
officials
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The major reason Antifederalists opposed
ratification of the Constitution was because they
believed

(1) amending the Constitution was too easy

(2) too much power was given to the states

(3) a federal court system would be too weak

(4) individual rights were not adequately
protected
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To address the concerns of many Antifederalists
during the debate over ratification of the
Constitution, the Federalists agreed that

(1) political parties would be formed

(2) states would retain control of interstate
commerce

(3) slavery would be eliminated by an amend-
ment

(4) a bill of rights would be added
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In 1788 and 1789, a major controversy between

the Federalists and the Antifederalists focused on

(1) expansion of slavery into the territories

(2) the wisdom of creating a two-house
legislature

(3) division of power among different levels of
government

(4) the issue of allowing women the right to vote
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Which protection guaranteed by the first
amendment to the United States Constitution
was influenced by the trial of John Peter Zenger
(1735)?

(1) freedom of the press (3) right to assemble
(2) freedom of religion  (4) right to petition
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The major reason Antifederalists opposed
ratification of the Constitution was because they
believed

(1) amending the Constitution was too easy

(2) too much power was given to the states

(3) afederal court system would be too weak

(4) individual rights were mnot adequately
protected
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Antifederalist objections to the ratification of the
Constitution led to the
(1) addition of a Bill of Rights

(2) seven-year delay in the ratification of the
Constitution

(3) rewriting of major parts of the Constitution
(4) elimination of states’ rights
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...The Jury withdrew, and in a small time
returned, and being asked by the clerk, whether
they were agreed of their verdict, and whether
John Peter Zenger was guilty of printing and
publishing the libels in the information
mentioned? They answered by Thomas Hunt,
their foreman, Not Guilty. Upon which there
were three huzzas [cheers] in the hall which was
crowded with people, and the next day I was
discharged from my imprisonment.

— John Peter Zenger, 1734

The court case discussed in this passage was
important in the development of colonial
America because it helped establish the principle

of

(1) freedom of the press
double jeopardy
freedom of assembly

judicial independence
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U.S. Constitution vs. Articles of Confederation
Differences

* Constitution strengthened the power of the Federal (aka national) Government.

e Constitution granted Congress sole control over interstate and foreign commerce (trading between different
states and trading with other countries).

e Constitution created three separate, independent branches of government.

* Constitution gave the Federal (national) Government the power to collect taxes.

«  Both provided a national legislature (lawmaking body).
«  Both provided some form of cooperation between states.

Federalists- Group that supported ratification (make into a law) of the U.S. Constitution. Wanted a strong national

government to provide order. Published the Federalist Papers which encouraged ratification of the Constitution.
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- Group that was against ratification of the Constitution. They believed it would threaten the rights of
ens. Did not want the national government to have too much power. Only agreed to ratify the

Constitution after the addition of the Bill of Rights to the Constitution.

Bill of Rights- First ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution.

 Main purpose is to protect civil liberties and protect the people from government abuse.

ual liberty.
e Unreasonable Search and Seizure- Protects U.S. citizens from being jailed or searched for no reason. This

®  Similar to the Declaration of Independence because both stress the importance of indi

amendment was put in because the British government used writs of assistance against American merchants
during the colonial/Revolutionary War era.
o 14" amendment extends the protections of the Bill of Rights to include actions of state governments (states
must also obey the Bill of Rights).
«  Major Rights- Right to assemble peacefully, freedom of speech, protection against unreasonable search and
seizure, etc.
* Separation of church and state (religion is separate from the government) is established in the 1* Amendment.
e Freedom of Speech (1 Amendment)
o John Peter Zenger- Arrested by governor of New York (1733) for printing an article that criticized the
governor. Was found to be not guilty because the article was based on fact. Led to a strengthening of

freedom of press.
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During the debate over ratification of the United
States Constitution, Antifederalists argued that
a bill of rights should be added to

(1) preserve the interests of slaveholders
(2) list the responsibilities of citizens

(3) protect individual liberties
(4) ensure federal supremacy




