
WESTBROOK BOARD OF EDUCATION           

EDUCATE, CHALLENGE, & INSPIRE    

 

WESTBROOK BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Tuesday, March 12, 2024 @ 6:00 p.m. 

Regular Board of Education Meeting 

WHS Library   

The Regular meeting of the Westbrook Board of Education will be held on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 @ 

6:00 p.m. in the WHS Library 

 

AGENDA 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER: 6:00 p.m.  

 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

III.   BOARD OF EDUCATION ACKNOWLEDEGMENTS – Board Member Appreciation    

 

IV. STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE REPORT – WHS – Ana Dias Heringer, Elliot Koplas 

 

 V.        PUBLIC COMMENT   Re: Matters of General Concern & Agenda Items 

Board welcomes public participation and asks that speakers sign in to be recognized and limit their 

comments to a reasonable amount of time (3 minutes).   Speakers may offer objective comments about 

specific agenda items or school operations and programs that concern them.  To protect the impartiality of 

the Board, we will not permit any negative or positive comments about the Board of Education, specific 

personnel and students.  Such comments should be brought to school administration.  The Board will not 

respond to comments made during public comment.   When appropriate, district administration will 

follow-up at a later point in time. 

VI.     ADMINISTRATOR(S) COMMENTS  

  

VII.     NEW BUSINESS   

 A.  April BOE meeting – April 18, 2024 

 B.  Policy 6146- Graduation Policy – First Reading –Possible Vote – Enclosure 1 

 C.  Capital Plan 2024-2025 – Vote anticipated -  Enclosure 2 

   

    VIII.     SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

A. Enrollment – March – Enclosure 3 

B. Educator Diversity Recruitment and Retention Plan- Authorization to develop and submit a 

plan to CSDE as required by law. Vote anticipated 

C. General Update 

 

  IX.    OLD BUSINESS    

 

   X.     CONSENT AGENDA – Vote Anticipated – Enclosure 4 

A.  Approval of Minutes:   

1.   Special Meeting – February 21, 2024 

2.  Special Meeting - February 22, 2024 

 

   XI.     FINANCIAL REPORTS –Vote anticipated - Enclosure 5 

A. Review of Check Listings 



B. Budget Narrative/Review of Expenditure Report 

C. Line Item Transfer 

 

XII.    BOARD OF EDUCATION GOALS 

 A. BOE Retreat    

 B.  CABE Day on the Hill 

 C.  Workshops/ School activities attended  

  

    XIII.    BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Policy– K. Walker 

B. Fiscal & Facilities – A. Miesse 

 1.  HVAC Ad Hoc 

C. Teaching & Learning – C. Kuehlewind 

D. Communications & Marketing – M. Luft 

E. Negotiations – D. Perreault 

F. Town Energy  – A. Miesse  

G.  LEARN  - E. Fernandes 

               H.   PTSO Representatives - M. Luft (Daisy), A. Miesse (WMS), D. Perreault (WHS) 

  

  XIV.     PERSONNEL   

  A.  Non-Certified New Hires:  FYI 

   1.  Jane Chick - Paraprofessional 

  B.  Non-Certified Resignation(s):   FYI 

   1.  Scott Strang – Campus Monitor 

  

          XV.      ADJOURN 

 



          ENCLOSURE 1 
 

6146 
 

Instruction 
 

High School Graduation Requirements 
 

In order to satisfy the high school graduation requirements within Westbrook Public Schools, a 

student must have satisfactorily completed prescribe courses of study; demonstrated proficiency 

in the basic skills identified by the Westbrook Board of Education (the “Board”); satisfied the 

legally mandated number and distribution of credits required to graduate high school; and if 

graduating in 2025 and thereafter, satisfied the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(“FAFSA”) requirements detailed below. 

 

           Required Coursework and Credits for Graduation 

           The Board conforms with state law regarding credits for graduation from  high school. 

 

           Classes Graduating in 2024, 2025, and 2026 

 

For classes graduating in 2024, 2025, and 2026, the following 25 credits are required: 

 

Humanities 
9 credits 

4 credits- English 

3 credits- Social Studies (including Civics) 

1 credit- Fine Arts 

1 credit Humanities Elective 

Science, Technology,  

Engineering and Mathematics 
9 credits 

3 credits- Math   

3 credits- Science 

3 STEM Electives 

Physical Education and Wellness 
1 credit 

Health and Safety Education 
1 credit 

World Languages 
1 credit 

Career Pathways Senior Project and Internship Experience 
1 credit 

Electives and Career Pathway Courses 
3 credits 

 



  Classes Graduating in 2027 and Thereafter 

 

For classes graduating in 2027 and thereafter, the following 25 credits are required:  

 

Humanities 
9 credits 

4 credits- English 

3 credits- Social Studies (including Civics) 

1 credit- Fine Arts 

1 credit Humanities Elective 

Science, Technology,  

Engineering and Mathematics 
9 credits 

3 credits- Math  (correct to 3 credits) 

3 credits- Science 

3 STEM Electives (correct to 3 credits) 

Physical Education and Wellness 
1 credit 

Health and Safety Education 
1 credit 

World Languages 
1 credit 

Personal Financial Management and Financial Literacy 
.5 credit 

Career Pathways Senior Project and Internship Experience 
.5 credit 

Electives and Career Pathway Courses 
3 credits  

 

          In addition, the Board of Education will provide adequate student support and remedial services for 

students beginning in grade seven, which shall provide alternate means for a student to complete any of 

the high school graduation requirements, previously listed, or end of the school year examinations, if 

such student is unable to satisfactorily complete any of the required courses or exams.  Such student 

support and remedial services may include, but not be limited to: 

 

 

 allowing students to retake courses in summer school or through an online course, in 

accordance with applicable state law and/or Board policy; 
 allowing students to enroll in a class offered at a constituent unit of the state system of 

higher education 
 allowing students who received a failing score, as determined by the Commissioner of 

Education, on an end of the school year exam to take an alternate form of the exam; and 



 allowing those students whose individualized education plans state that such students are 

eligible for an alternate assessment to demonstrate competency on any of the five core 

courses through success on such alternate assessments. 
       

A student who presents written documentation from a physician or advanced practice registered 

nurse stating that participation in physical education is not advisable because of the physical 

condition of the student, shall be excused from the physical education requirement.  In such a 

case, another subject must be substituted. 

 Any student who is deaf or hearing impaired may be exempted from any world language 

graduation requirement if the student’s parent or guardian requests such exemption in writing. 

A credit is defined as not less than the equivalent of a forty (40) minute class period for each 

school day of a school year except for a credit or part of a credit toward high school graduation 

earned (1) at an institution accredited by the Board of Regents for Higher Education or Office of 

Higher Education or regionally accredited, (2) through on-line coursework that is completed 

satisfactorily in accordance with Board policy, or (3) through a demonstration of mastery based 

on competency and performance standards, in accordance with guidelines adopted by the State 

Board of Education. 

 Only courses taken in grades nine to twelve inclusive, and that are in accordance with the state-

wide subject matter content standards, adopted by the State Board of Education, shall satisfy the 

above graduation requirements, except that the Board will grant a student credit as follows:  

High school graduation credit will be granted to students upon the successful demonstration of 

mastery of subject matter achieved through educational experiences and opportunities that 

provide flexible and multiple pathways to learning, including: 

·       Cross-curricular graduation requirements, 

·       Career and technical education, 

·       Virtual learning, 

·       Work-based learning, 

·       Service learning, 

·       Dual enrollment and early college 

·       Courses taken in middle school, and 

·       Internships and student-designed independent studies; 

Provided that such demonstration of mastery is in accordance with such state-wide subject matter 

content standards.  



High school graduation credit will be granted to students for courses successfully completed with 

a [B] or better in grades seven and eight so long as the primary focus of the course corresponds 

directly to the subject matter of a specified course requirement at the high school level. 

High school graduation credit will be granted to students for World Language courses 

successfully completed with a [B] or better in grades six, seven or eight.  In addition, high school 

graduation credit will be granted to students for World Language courses successfully completed 

with a [B] or better, or its equivalent, as determined by the Superintendent or designee, through 

on-line coursework or upon achievement of a passing grade, as determined by the Superintendent 

or designee, in a course offered privately through a nonprofit provider.  

High school graduation credit will be granted to students for coursework completed during the 

school year or summer months at an institution accredited by the Board of Regents for Higher 

Education or Office of Higher Education or regionally accredited.  One three-credit semester 

course, or its equivalent, at such an institution shall equal one-half credit for purposes of this 

policy.  

High school graduation credit will be granted to students upon the successful completion of on-

line coursework in accordance with the Board’s on-line coursework policy. 

Demonstration of Proficiency in Basic Skills 

In addition to the satisfactory completion of graduation credit as specified above through 

required coursework and credit for graduation, to graduate high school, each student must 

demonstrate proficiency in the following basic skills: critical problem-solver, creative thinker, 

effective communicator, perseverant, socially aware, and responsible decision maker, as 

designated in the Westbrook Public Schools Portrait of a Graduate.  

Students may demonstrate proficiency in the basic skills described above by achieving 

satisfactory results in the following: mastery examinations designated by the State of 

Connecticut, senior project including a portfolio review, standardized testing such as AP tests, 

passing required grade 10 or 11 classes, teacher review committee of student’s body of work, 

and/or any other assessment determined by the Board of Education or Administration. 
  

FAFSA Requirement for Classes Graduating in 2025 and Thereafter 

Students graduating in 2025 and beyond are required to have satisfied one of the following prior 

to graduation: 

1. completed a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (”FAFSA”); 

2. for students without legal immigration status, completed and submitted to a public 

institution of higher education an application for institutional financial aid; or 

3. completed a waiver of completion of the FAFSA and/or financial aid application, as 

applicable, on a form prescribed by the Commissioner of Education, signed by the 

student’s  parent or guardian or signed by the student if the student is eighteen or older. 



On or after March 15 of each school year, a principal, school counselor, teacher, or other 

certified educator may complete the waiver on behalf of the student who has not satisfied the 

above requirements if such principal, school counselor, teacher, or other certified educator 

affirms that they have made a good faith effort to contact the parent/guardian or student about 

completion of such applications. 

Graduation During Period of Expulsion 

A student may graduate during an expulsion period if the Board determines that the student has 

completed the necessary credits required for graduation. 

Legal Reference: 

Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-14n 

 Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-16b 

 Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-221a 

 Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-223a 

 Public Act No. 23-21, “An Act Concerning Financial Literacy Instruction” 

Public Act No. 23-204, “An Act Concerning the State Budget for the Biennium Ending June 30, 2025, 

and Making Appropriations Therefor, and Provisions Related to Revenue and Other Items Implementing 

the State Budget” 

 Public Act No. 23-167, “An Act Concerning Transparency in Education” 

 

Policy revised: February 27, 2024 

Anticipated BOE Approval: March 12, 2024 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Enrollment 23-Sep Oct. 2023 Nov.2023 Dec.2023 Jan.2024 Feb.2024 Mar.2024 Apr.2024 24-May 24-Jun ENCLOSURE 3
PRE -K 44 45 46 48 48 48 49
KINDER. 39 39 39 39 39 39 39

1 49 49 48 48 48 48 48
2 41 41 41 41 41 41 41
3 44 45 45 46 46 46 46
4 38 39 39 39 39 39 39

TOTAL 255 258 258 261 261 261 262
5 44 43 43 43 45 45 44
6 31 31 30 30 30 30 29
7 49 49 49 50 50 50 50
8 37 37 37 38 38 37 37

TOTAL 161 160 159 161 163 162 160
9 38 39 39 38 38 38 38

10 41 41 41 42 42 42 42
11 43 42 43 43 43 43 44
12 49 48 50 50 49 50 50

TOTAL 171 170 173 173 172 173 174

In-District 587 588 590 595 596 596 596
Outplaced 3 3 3 3 4 4 5
DISTRICT
TOTAL 590 591 593 598 600 600 601
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