
Urban Academy Charter School 

School Board Meeting 

April 19, 2021 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 

 

MINUTES 
 

Board Members:               Ex-Officio Members:             Advisory Members: 

Melissa Jensen Mongsher Ly  Luis Brown-Pena 

Tamara Mattison  Ralph Elliott 

Fong Lor   

Nancy Smith   

Caley Long   

Yu Yin Liao   

 Ronsoie Xiong   

 Chao Yang   
 

Staff and Guests Attending: 

    

    

    

   

   

   

   

 

Meeting called to order by Melissa Jensen, Board Chair at 6:03 PM via Zoom webinar 

 

Acceptance of Agenda  
Corrections made: none 

Board Motion: Approve the agenda 

Board Member motioning to approving agenda: Xiong 

Board Member seconding the motion: Lor 

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 

 

Conflict of Interest 
None to report  

 

Approval of 3.15.21 Minutes 
Board Motion: to approve the minutes 

Board Member motioning to approve the minutes: Yang 

Board Member seconding the motion: Liao 

Discussion:  none  

Unanimously approved 

 

Reports/Presentation 

 

Board Member Reports/Ex-Officio Member Presentations: 

 

Board Chair, Melissa Jensen, nothing to report 

Board Finance Chair, Dr. Tamara Mattison: reviewed last month’s Financial Snapshot for details for fund 

balances and expenditures; see attachment 



 

Superintendent, Dr. Ly: 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION, OPERATIONS and COVID-19 DISCUSSION 

 Staff continue to be tested for COVID every two weeks 

 95% approximately of staff have been vaccinated 

 No guidelines yet from MDE on new school year operations; they are watching new variants of 

the virus and are paying close attention 

 Seeking Math and Reading teachers for 8
th

 grade  

 Looking to add another Title 1 teacher to our Title 1 program  

 

FACILITY 

 All done with new expansion! Fire marshal approved new expansion, old cafeteria expansion, 7
th

 

and 8
th

 grade classrooms, and old office sealed off into a new server closet  

 

ACADEMICS: 

 Last day of school is June 11 

 Summer school starts June 21- July 15 all day and open to all students 

 MCA testing starts tomorrow as a baseline check for MDE to see where students are at 

 MAP testing starts in May as a baseline for summer school 

 Additional funding for summer school because of COVID has been approved; $100,00 for staffing 

and transportation 

 87% on parent teacher conferences  

 

BUDGET 

 UA enrolled in food benefit program, P-EBT for all students to get $50 per adult and child per 

home (each child getting close to $500 or so for food) 

 Secondary Emergency School Funds—geared to Title 1 schools to support COVID situation; we 

still have $100,000 left which will likely be allocated for summer school; phase 2 is $600,000, 

phase 3 will likely bring in another $600,000 or so to spend on anything that will ameliorate 

COVID learning needs. We have until 2023 to spend. $1.2 million of extra funding overall for our 

students.  

 We were also approved for Pre-K program funding for an additional $90,000 allocated in two 

chunks to build out our Pre-K programming 

 Draft budget is ready and will be sent out to board for a preliminary look; we’re ending with a 

$2.8 million fund balance which is 45% of budget (well beyond minimum required) 

 2022 we are projecting a $3.5 million fund balance  

 Last week we were awarded our $450K line of credit renewal with the bank 

 

COMMUNITY: 

 Recruitment continues during the summer. We’ve had good success online for enrollment with an 

application for parents to fill out the application. 

 Securian tennis has been put on hold due to COVID to resume in the fall   

 Lumen Christi still supporting with food but there is still a huge need for food for our families 

 Dr. Ly will continue to forward legislative opportunities for the board to weigh in on as part of his 

participation on Governance Committee 

 Superintendent evaluation coming soon from Liz—look for that and please fill out 

 

Motion: to approve the board member reports  

Board member motioning to approve the board member reports: Lor 

Board member seconding the motion: Liao 

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 



Board Consent Agenda:  

Motion: to approve the board consent agenda  

Board member motioning to approve the board consent agenda: Mattison 

Board member seconding the motion: Lor 

Discussion: none 

Unanimously approved 

Old Business:  

 None 

 

New Business: 

 Board retreat has been postponed to August 20-22, 2021 due to COVID-19. Please plan on 

attending! 

 

Open Public Comments (Limited to 2 minutes) 

 None 

 

Board Motion: To adjourn the meeting at 6:32 PM  

Board Member motioning to approve to adjourn the meeting: Lor 

Board member seconding the motion: Yang 

Unanimously approved 

Meeting adjourned at 6:32 PM  

 

Next board meeting May 17, 2021 at 6:00 p.m.  


