
 
Englewood Public School District 

English Language Arts 
Grade 6 

 
Unit 3: Human Capacity 

 

Overview: The intent of this unit is to explore and examine how specific pieces of literature, both informational and fictional, address survival, 
perseverance, and coming of age. The research component of this unit will help students to gain background knowledge about survival in the most 
difficult of life’s situations. Students will create a survival guide. Throughout the unit students will respond both in writing and through discussion as 
they learn to use textual evidence to support their interpretations. 
 
Time Frame: One Marking Period  
 
Enduring Understandings: 
Survival is possible in a variety of situations and settings. 
The spirit of humankind contributes to overcoming challenges. 
Themes are treated differently depending on the author/poet or media outlet. 
 
Essential Questions: 

How can a person survive in different settings? 
What frame of mind must a person have in order to survive different challenges? 
In what ways do authors, composers, and poets express similar themes using different media? 
 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

RI.6.1. Cite textual 
evidence and make 
relevant connections to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

 
RI.6.7. Integrate 
information presented in 
different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well as 

Topics 
Overcoming Obstacles 

 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 

Students read about people 
that have overcome 
obstacles. 

Students read the article 
“When Fear Makes Us 
Superhuman” and answer 
evidence-based questions. 
(CRP4, CRP8) 
 
Students read about stories of 
kindness from around the 
world, select one example and 
summarize in a think-pair-
share. (CRP4, CRP8) 
 

Texts: 
“When Fear Makes Us 
Superhuman” 
http://www.scientificameri
can.com/article/extreme-
fear-superhuman/ 
 

“Stories of Kindness from 
Around the World” 
http://www.kindspring.org/
story/view.php?sid=24087 
 
Video: 

Benchmark Assessment: 

• Common Formative 
Assessment  

• Exact Path 
 

 
Formative Assessment: 

Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
 
Summative Assessment: 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-fear-superhuman/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-fear-superhuman/
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/extreme-fear-superhuman/
http://www.kindspring.org/story/view.php?sid=24087
http://www.kindspring.org/story/view.php?sid=24087


in words to develop a 
coherent understanding 
of a topic or issue. 
 
RI.6.10. By the end of the 
year read and 
comprehend literary 
nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as 

needed. 
 
W.6.7. Conduct short 
research projects to 
answer a question, 
drawing on several 

sources and refocusing 
the inquiry when 
appropriate. 
 

 
Students consider their 
personal strengths and 
areas of need and construct 
a plan to overcome their 
personal obstacles. 

 

Students watch the video 
“Overcoming Obstacles.” They 
consider their personal 
strengths and obstacles and 
then write a plan to overcome 
one obstacle. (CRP4, CRP8, 
CRP11, 9.2.8.B.3) 

“Overcoming Obstacles” 
by Steven Claunch 
https://youtu.be/2MGMvE
noD6U 
 
Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 
“Marian’s Revolution” by 
Sudipta Bardhan-Quallen 
https://www.commonlit.or
g/en/texts/marian-s-
revolution?search_id=4448
592 
 
“Entrepreneurs Who Are 
Deaf Overcome Obstacles 
to Own Businesses” 
https://newsela.com/read/d
eaf-bizowners 
 

Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
Evidence-Based Question 
responses. 
 
Alternative Assessments: 
Students will participate in 
a think-pair-share. 
 
Students will create and 
share a plan to overcome a 
personal obstacle. 
 
Students will give informal 
presentations on their 
personal strengths. 

RI.6.7. Integrate 
information presented 

in different media or 
formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively) as well 
as in words to develop a 
coherent understanding 
of a topic or issue. 

 
RI.6.8. Trace and 
evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a 
text, distinguishing 
claims that are 
supported by reasons 

and evidence from 
claims that are not. 
 

Topics 
 

Surviving Anything 
 

Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 
 
Student will watch several 
videos and read literature 
to better understand how to 
survive in different 
settings. 
 

Students watch two videos and 
read a list of survival tips, and 
take notes. (CRP4, CRP8) 

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/note-taking-
organizer/ 

 
Students reflect upon the 
videos using a word web and 
construct an evidence-based 
response regarding what they 
need to survive in different 
settings. (CRP4, CRP8, 
CRP11, 9.2.8.B.3) 

• http://www.eduplace.com/
graphicorganizer/pdf/cluste
r_web3.pdf 
 

Texts: 
“Ten Interesting 
Facts…Survival” by Gay 
Miller 
 
Videos: 
NBC news clip about 
survival story: 
http://www.nbcnews.com/v
ideo/nbc-
news/21150844#21150844 
 
Castaway, “Making a Fire 
Scene” 
https://youtu.be/eBoiZH8G
o4I 
 
 
Companion Texts: 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
Evidence-Based 
Responses. 
 
Alternative Assessments: 
Students will share their 
reading/viewing notes 
aloud with a partner. 
 
Students will peer review 
their evidence-based 

https://youtu.be/2MGMvEnoD6U
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https://newsela.com/read/deaf-bizowners
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RI.6.9. Compare, contrast 
and reflect on (e.g. 
practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural 

context, and background 
knowledge) one author's 
presentation of events 
with that of another (e.g., 
a memoir written by and 
a biography on the same 

person).  
 
W.6.4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, voice and 

style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and 
audience. 
 

Students will hone their 
close reading and viewing 
strategies by responding to 
evidence-based questions. 
 

Scholastic Magazine 
 
“The Lone Woman of San 
Nicolas Island” by Jessica 
McBirney 
https://www.commonlit.or
g/en/texts/the-lone-woman-
of-san-nicolas-
island?search_id=4449211 
 
“Malala Yousafzai: A 
Normal yet Powerful Girl” 
https://www.commonlit.or
g/en/texts/malala-
yousafzai-a-normal-yet-
powerful-
girl?search_id=4449211 
 

responses using the 
PARCC rubric. 
 
Students will present an 
informal presentation that 
summarizes one text. 

W.6.7. Conduct short 
research projects to 
answer a question, 

drawing on several 
sources and refocusing 
the inquiry when 
appropriate. 
 
W.6.8. Gather relevant 

information from 
multiple print and 
digital sources; assess 
the credibility of each 
source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data 
and conclusions of 

others while avoiding 
plagiarism and 
providing basic 

Topics 
Research 
 
Multimedia Presentations 
 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 
Students will conduct 
research. 
 
Students will write an 
informational essay. 

Students will research a natural 
disaster and its survivors. (MS-
ESS3-2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP7, 

CRP8, CRP11, 8.1.8.A.1) 

• https://www.educationworl
d.com/tools_templates/note
_taking.doc  

 
Students will create a 
multimedia presentation of 
their findings, focusing on 
technology that helps improve 
survival. (MS-ESS3-2, CRP4, 

CRP6, CRP7, CRP8, CRP11) 
 
Students will conduct research 
about a survival story (MS-
ESS3-2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP7, 
CRP8, CRP11, 8.1.8.A.1) 

Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 
“Winds, Fire, Floods and 
Quakes: A Nutty Run of 
Nature” 
https://newsela.com/read/el
em-nutty-nature 
 
“Quake in Southwestern 
Pakistan Kills Nearly 300; 
Death Toll May Rise” 
https://newsela.com/read/p
akistan-earthquake 
 
“Study Says More than 
4,600 Puerto Ricans Died 
Due to Hurricane Maria” 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
WebQuests. 
 
Instructors will identify 
student’s baseline strengths 
and areas of need using on-
demand writing 
assessments. 
 
Instructors and students 
will evaluate progress 
toward writing essays 
using writing checklists. 
 
Instructors will use 
exemplar pieces of student 
writing at each grade level 
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bibliographic 
information for sources. 
 
W.6.9. Draw evidence 

from literary or 
informational texts to 
support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
 

• https://www.educationworl
d.com/tools_templates/note
_taking.doc  

 
Students will write an 
informational essay in the form 
of a survival guide. (MS-

ESS3-2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP7, 
CRP8, CRP11, 8.1.8.A.1) 
 
In groups of three, students 
complete a WebQuest based 
on survival needs. Students 
must search for answers 
regarding basic needs and 
evaluate their choices. (MS-
ESS3-2, CRP4, CRP6, CRP7, 
CRP8, CRP11, 9.2.8. B.3S) 

• https://sites.google.com/sit
e/survivalwebquest/home 

 

https://newsela.com/read/h
urricane-maria-killed-
thousands-of-puerto-ricans 
 

to evaluate developmental 
needs of students. 
 
Summative Assessment: 

Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
informational essays. 
 
Alternative Assessments 
Students will share their 
research notes in small 
groups 
 
Students will illustrate their 
survival guides. 
 
Students will present their 
multimedia presentations. 
 
 

RI.6.9. Compare, contrast 
and reflect on (e.g. 

practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural 
context, and background 
knowledge) one author's 
presentation of events 
with that of another (e.g., 

a memoir written by and 
a biography on the same 
person).   
 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a 
particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or stanza 

fits into the overall 
structure of a text and 
contributes to the 

Topics 
Survival 
 
Snow and Extreme Cold 
 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 

 
Students will compare and 
contrast two authors’ 
treatment of the same 
topic. 
 

Students will read the article 
“How Humans Deal with and 
Survive Extreme Cold” and 
Emily Dickinson’s poem “The 
Snow” and take notes. (CRP4, 
CRP11) 

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/note-taking-
organizer/ 

 
Students will consider how 
each author treats the subjects 
of snow and cold weather 
through a literary response 
essay. (CRP4, CRP8, CRP11) 

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/character-compare-
contrast-graphic-organizer/ 

Texts: 
“How Humans Deal with 
and Survive Extreme Cold” 
http://www.coolantarctica.
com/Antarctica%20fact%2
0file/science/cold_humans.
htm 
 
“Snow” by Emily 
Dickenson 
http://etc.usf.edu/lit2go/11
5/the-poems-of-emily-
dickinson-series-
two/4501/nature-poem-50-
the-snow/ 
 
Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
 
Instructors will identify 
student’s baseline strengths 
and areas of need using on-
demand writing 
assessments. 
 
Instructors and students 
will evaluate progress 
toward writing essays 
using writing checklists. 
 
Instructors will use 
exemplar pieces of student 
writing at each grade level 
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development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 
 
RI.6.10. By the end of the 

year read and 
comprehend literary 
nonfiction at grade level 
text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as 
needed. 

 
 
 

“Of Feathers, Fat, and 
Freezing” by Donna 
DeVoe DiFolco 
https://www.commonlit.or
g/en/texts/of-feathers-fat-
and-
freezing?search_id=44514
23 
 
“In the Coldest Village on 
Earth, Eyelashes Freeze 
and Dinner is Frozen” 
https://newsela.com/read/el
em-siberia-coldest-village 
 

to evaluate developmental 
needs of students. 
 
Summative Assessment: 

Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
literary response essays. 
 
Alternative Assessments 
Students will share their 
literary response essays. 
 
Students will peer review 
their essays using a 
writer’s checklist. 
 
Students will have a group 
discussion incorporating 
the companion texts into 
their literary analyses. 
 

RL.6.9. Compare, 
contrast and reflect on 

(e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural 
context, and background 
knowledge) texts in 
different forms or genres 
(e.g., stories and poems; 

historical novels and 
fantasy stories) in terms 
of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics.  
 
SL.6.1. Engage 
effectively in a range of 

collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, 
in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse 

Topics 
Survival 
 
Comparing and 
Contrasting Lyrics and 
Theme 

 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 
Students will analyze lyrics 
from different songs that 
treat the same themes. 
 

Students will find similar 
themes between texts and 
different types of media using 
“Eye of the Tiger” by Survivor 
and “I’m Not Down” by the 
Clash. (CRP4, CRP8) 

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/character-compare-
contrast-graphic-organizer/ 

 
Students will participate in a 
classroom discussion 
(9.2.8.B.3, CRP4, CRP6, 
CRP8) 

• What everyday situations 
must we “survive”?  

• How do we survive them?  

Music: 
“Eye of the Tiger” Lyrics 
http://www.azlyrics.com/ly
rics/survivor/eyeofthetiger.
html 
 
“I’m Not Down” Lyrics 
http://www.azlyrics.com/ly
rics/clash/imnotdown.html  
 
Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 
“How to Find the Theme of 
a Book or Short Story” 
https://newsela.com/read/li
b-Find-Theme-plot-Book-
Short-Story 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on the correctness of their 
answers on a test on theme. 
 
Alternative Assessments: 
Student will share their 
themes in small groups. 
 
Students will create a 
group brainstorming chart 
about survival. 
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partners on grade 6 
topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ 
ideas and expressing 

their own clearly. 
 

Students will participate in 
classroom discussions. 

• Do we turn to certain 
medias, vices, people, etc.? 
Why? 

Students will role play 
survival skills. 
 

RL.6.1. Cite textual 
evidence and make 
relevant connections to 
support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly 
as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a 
theme or central idea of 

a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 
provide a summary of 
the text distinct from 
personal opinions or 
judgments. 

 
RL.6.3. Describe how a 
particular story’s or 
drama’s plot unfolds in 
a series of episodes as 
well as how the 

characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution. 
 

Topics 
Pompeii 
 
Short Stories 
 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 
Students will read and 
comprehend a short story. 
 
Students will complete 
lessons to further their 
understanding of Pompeii. 

Students will read “The Dog of 
Pompeii” and answer study 
guide questions. (CRP4, 
CRP8) 

• https://www.superteacherto
ols.us/jeopardyx/answerke
y.php?game=125461 

 
Students will complete a 
WebQuest on the history of 
Pompeii. (6.2.8.C.3.b, 
8.1.8.A.1, CRP7, CRP11) 

• http://zunal.com/webquest.
php?w=9826 
 

 
 
 

Texts: 
“The Dog of Pompeii” by 
Louis Untermeyer  
 
Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 
“Pompeii” 
https://www.history.com/to
pics/ancient-
history/pompeii 
 
“Primary Sources: The 
Volcano at Mount 
Vesuvius Destroys 
Pompeii” 
https://newsela.com/read/pr
imary-source-eruption-
vesuvius-pompeii 
 
“Ancient Rome Part Two: 
The Roman Empire” 
https://newsela.com/read/li
b-history-ancient-rome-
empire 
 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
 
Students will be evaluated 
on the correctness of a 
comprehension quiz 
 
Summative Assessment: 

Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
WebQuest responses. 
 
Alternative Assessments: 
Student will complete and 
share a KWL chart on 
Pompeii. 
 
Students will write a 
journal entry as a character 
from the story. 
 
Students will engage in a 
class discussion about the 
theme of the short story. 

RL.6.1. Cite textual 
evidence and make 

relevant connections to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly 

Topics 
Survival 
 
Gary Paulsen 
 
Realistic Fiction 

Students read the novel 
Hatchet. (CRP4)   
 
Students create a Venn 
diagram that compares Brian’s 

Text: 
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
 
“Hatchet: Construct a 
Shelter” by Standards 
Solution 

Formative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on their participation in 
group discussion. 
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as well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RL.6.2. Determine a 

theme or central idea of 
a text and how it is 
conveyed through 
particular details; 
provide a summary of 
the text distinct from 

personal opinions or 
judgments. 
 
RL.6.3. Describe how a 
particular story’s or 
drama’s plot unfolds in 

a series of episodes as 
well as how the 
characters respond or 
change as the plot 
moves toward a 
resolution. 
 

RL.6.4. Determine the 
meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used 
in a text, including 
figurative and 
connotative meanings; 

analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on 
meaning and tone. 
 
RL.6.5. Analyze how a 
particular sentence, 
chapter, scene, or 

stanza fits into the 
overall structure of a 
text and contributes to 

 
Twenty-First Century 
Themes and Skills include: 

• The Four C’s 

• Civic Literacy 

• Global Awareness 
 

Objectives 
Students will read an 
extended text. 
 
Students will compare and 
contrast two pieces of 
literature to examine 
approaches to a problem. 
 
Students will recreate the 
experiences of characters 
in a novel by building a 
shelter. 
 
Students will analyze the 
plot, themes, characters, 
and settings of a novel. 
 
 

personality traits with their 
own. (CRP4, CRP6)   

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/character-compare-
contrast-graphic-organizer/ 

 
Students will read a short 
article called “What Would 
Peter Do.” (CRP4)    
 
Students discuss the 
connection between Brian’s 
decisions and the survival 
tactics recommended in  
“What Would Peter Do?” 
(CRP4, CRP6, CRP8)   
 
Students write their reflections 
about the quality of Brian’s 
decision-making given the 
challenging setting. (CRP4, 
CRP6, CRP8, CRP11)   
 
Students will watch the 
YouTube video and while 
working in a group, construct a 
shelter using dowels and 
rubber bands. (8.1.8.A.1, 
CRP6) 
 
In a group, students will 
identify all the themes of the 
story and create a poster that 
depicts them, with text 
references to support each 
theme. (CRP4, CRP6) 

• https://www.scholastic.co
m/content/dam/teachers/bl
ogs/angela-bunyi/migrated-
files/theme_a.pdf 

 
“What Would Peter Do?” 
http://heniss.pbworks.com/
w/file/86991520/What%20
Would%20Pete%20Do%2
0article%20on%20survival
.docx 
 
Video: 
“Hatchet Audiobook,” 
Book 1 by Gary Paulsen 
https://youtu.be/k00f0hFG
Ln0 
  
“How to Make a Shelter in 
the Woods” 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=KJmYAUk5guY 
 
Companion Texts: 
Scholastic Magazine 
 
“To Build a Fire” by Jack 
London 
https://www.commonlit.or
g/en/texts/to-build-a-
fire?search_id=4451936 
 

Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
writing reflections. 
 
Students will be evaluated 
on the quality of their 
posters. 
 
Summative Assessment: 
Students will be evaluated 
on the correctness of their 
answers on a 
comprehension test. 
 
Alternative Assessments: 
Students select a character 
and create a Paper-Bag-
Character where they 
include a picture and 
information to describe the 
character. Inside the bag 
they put pertinent artifacts. 
http://www.rundesroom.co
m/2012/04/paper-bag-
characterization.html 
 
In groups of 3 to 5, 
students identify the items 
that they would need to 
survive in a forest 
overnight, but only have 
one small backpack to 
store the items.  Students 
fill their backpacks and 
present their rationale to 
the class.  
 
Students use a manila 
folder and 3x6 inch paper 
to write chapter 

https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/angela-bunyi/migrated-files/theme_a.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/angela-bunyi/migrated-files/theme_a.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/angela-bunyi/migrated-files/theme_a.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/content/dam/teachers/blogs/angela-bunyi/migrated-files/theme_a.pdf
http://heniss.pbworks.com/w/file/86991520/What%20Would%20Pete%20Do%20article%20on%20survival.docx
http://heniss.pbworks.com/w/file/86991520/What%20Would%20Pete%20Do%20article%20on%20survival.docx
http://heniss.pbworks.com/w/file/86991520/What%20Would%20Pete%20Do%20article%20on%20survival.docx
http://heniss.pbworks.com/w/file/86991520/What%20Would%20Pete%20Do%20article%20on%20survival.docx
http://heniss.pbworks.com/w/file/86991520/What%20Would%20Pete%20Do%20article%20on%20survival.docx
https://youtu.be/k00f0hFGLn0
https://youtu.be/k00f0hFGLn0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJmYAUk5guY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KJmYAUk5guY
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/to-build-a-fire?search_id=4451936
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/to-build-a-fire?search_id=4451936
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/to-build-a-fire?search_id=4451936
http://www.rundesroom.com/2012/04/paper-bag-characterization.html
http://www.rundesroom.com/2012/04/paper-bag-characterization.html
http://www.rundesroom.com/2012/04/paper-bag-characterization.html


the development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 
 
RL.6.6. Explain how an 

author develops the 
point of view of the 
narrator or speaker in a 
text. 
 
RL.6.7. Compare and 

contrast the experience 
of reading a story, 
drama, or poem to 
listening to or viewing 
an audio, video, or live 
version of the text, 

including contrasting 
what they “see” and 
“hear” when reading 
the text to what they 
perceive when they 
listen or watch. 
 

RL.6.9. Compare, 
contrast and reflect on 
(e.g. practical 
knowledge, 
historical/cultural 
context, and 

background knowledge) 
texts in different forms 
or genres (e.g., stories 
and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy 
stories) in terms of their 
approaches to similar 

themes and topics.  
 

 
Students listen to the first 
chapter of the novel Hatchet 
and consider how the audio 
version compares to the 
written version of the text. 
(CRP4, CRP6) 

• https://freeology.com/grap
hicorgs/character-compare-
contrast-graphic-organizer/ 
 

 

summaries. The cover and 
back of the folder are 
illustrated as if they were 
book covers. 
http://www.gottoteach.com
/2015/04/matchbook-
chapter-summaries-for-
novel.html?m=1 
 
Students create a flipbook 
of all the ways that Brian 
survived.  Topics should 
include: Brian’s mistakes, 
shelter, equipment, distress 
call, water, attitude, food 
and fire. 
 
Students will share their 
journal entries aloud. 
 
Students will engage in 
large group discussion 
about their Venn diagrams. 

W.6.2. Write 
informative/explanatory 

Topics 
PARCC LATs 

Instructors will select the 
reading and writing RST 

Reading PARCC RST 
Lessons 

Reading PARCC LAT 
Lesson 8 

https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
https://freeology.com/graphicorgs/character-compare-contrast-graphic-organizer/
http://www.gottoteach.com/2015/04/matchbook-chapter-summaries-for-novel.html?m=1
http://www.gottoteach.com/2015/04/matchbook-chapter-summaries-for-novel.html?m=1
http://www.gottoteach.com/2015/04/matchbook-chapter-summaries-for-novel.html?m=1
http://www.gottoteach.com/2015/04/matchbook-chapter-summaries-for-novel.html?m=1


texts to examine a topic 
and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information 
through the selection, 

organization, and analysis 
of relevant content.  
 
W.6.4. Produce clear 
and coherent writing in 
which the development, 

organization, voice and 
style are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for 
writing types are 

defined in standards 1–
3 above.) 
 
W.6.5. With some 
guidance and support 
from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen 

writing as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach. 
 
W.6.6. Use technology, 

including the Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate 
sufficient command of 
keyboarding skills to type 

a minimum of three pages 
in a single sitting. 
 

 
Objectives 

Students will gain a better 
understanding of EBSRs 
and TECRs. 
 
Students will hone their 
understanding of literary 
elements. 
 
Students will practice 
completing LATs. 

lessons that best meets their 
students’ needs.  Research Simulation 

Tasks 

Lesson 1: Introducing the 
EBSR and TECR  

Lesson 2: Modeling the 
EBSR and TECR  

Lesson 3: Identifying the 
Main Idea  

Lesson 4: Identifying 
Supporting Details  

Lesson 5: Using Context 
Clues for the Vocabulary 
EBSR 

Lesson 6: The Evidence-
Based Selected Response  

Lesson 7: The Technology-
Enhanced Constructed 
Response  

Lesson 8: Practice 
Completing the Research 
Simulation Task  

Writing PARCC RST 
Lessons 

 Research 
Simulation Tasks 

Lesson 1: Introduction to 
the Prose Constructed 
Response on the 
Research Simulation 
Task  

 
Writing PARCC LAT 
Lesson 8 

https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/01%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/01%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/02%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%202_Modeling.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/02%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%202_Modeling.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/03%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%203_Main%20Idea.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/03%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%203_Main%20Idea.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/04%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%204_Supporting%20Details.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/04%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%204_Supporting%20Details.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/05%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%205_Vocabulary%20EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/06%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%206_EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/06%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%206_EBSR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/07%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%207_TECR.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Reading/08%20Grade%203%20-%20RST%20Reading%20Lesson%208_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/01%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/01%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/01%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/01%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/01%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%201_Introduction.pdf


Accommodations and Modifications: 

Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be attended to 
by all instructional leaders.  Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to support this 
learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered. Additional safety 
precautions will be made along with additional staff so all student can fully participate in the standards associated with this Dance curriculum. 
 
ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA - 
https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  
This particular unit has limited language barriers due to the physical nature of the curriculum. 
 
Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will be 
reviewed to determine support this may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to UDL, 
time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations.  More time and will be made available with a certified instructor to aid students in 

W.6.9-W.6.10.1. Write 
arguments to support 
claims in an analysis of 
substantive topics or 

texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence.  
 

Lesson 2: Modeling the 
Prose Constructed 
Response  

Lesson 3: Understanding 
the PCR Prompt and 
Writing an Opening 
Topic Statement  

Lesson 4: Selecting 
Textual Evidence to 
Support Reasons 

Lesson 5: Drafting the 
Prose Constructed 
Response Outline  

Lesson 6: Writing 
Quality Body Paragraphs  

Lesson 7: Practice 
Completing the Prose 
Constructed Response  

Lesson 8: Writing 
Advanced-Proficient 
Prose Constructed 
Responses  

 

 

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/02%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%202_Modeling.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/02%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%202_Modeling.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/02%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%202_Modeling.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/03%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%203_Prompt%20and%20Thesis.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/03%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%203_Prompt%20and%20Thesis.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/03%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%203_Prompt%20and%20Thesis.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/03%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%203_Prompt%20and%20Thesis.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/04%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%204_Reasons%20and%20Text%20Support.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/04%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%204_Reasons%20and%20Text%20Support.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/04%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%204_Reasons%20and%20Text%20Support.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/05%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%205_Outline.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/06%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%206_Body%20Paragraph.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/06%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%206_Body%20Paragraph.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/07%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%207_Practice%20Completing.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf
https://standardssolution.com/content/Instructional%20Materials/PARCCLessonPlans/Writing/08%20Grade%203%20RST%20Writing%20Lesson%208_Advanced%20Proficiency.pdf


reaching the standards. 
 
Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 
complexity of the reading and writing requirements.  This will include allowing more opportunities to demonstrate creativity and allow for student 
choice. 

English Language Learners 
●  Shorten assignments to 

focus on mastery of key 

concepts. 

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Develop and post routines 

● Label classroom materials 

● Word walls 

● Give directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

●  Provide audiotapes of 

textbooks and have the 

student follow the text while 

listening 

● Allow students to use a dual 

language dictionary 

Special Education 
● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations 

delineated in the student’s 

IEP 

● Work with 

paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches that provide 

helpful visual, auditory, 

and tactile reinforcement 

of ideas. 

● Work with a partner 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

● Provide extra time to 

complete assignments. 

● Adjust the pace of lessons 

 
 

At-Risk 
● Using visual 

demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give 

directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify 

instructions by modeling 

what the student is 

expected to do 

● Instructions may be printed 

out in large print and hung 

up for the student to see 

during the time of the 

lesson. 

● Review behavior 

expectations and adjust for 

personal space or other 

behaviors as needed. 

● Oral prompts can be given. 

Gifted and Talented 
● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking skills 

● Adjusting the pace of lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

 

Integration of 21st Century Standards NJSLS 9: 
9.2.8.B.3 Evaluate communication, collaboration, and leadership skills that can be developed through school, home, work, and extracurricular activities 
for use in a career. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 

Science: 
MS-ESS3-2. Analyze and interpret data on natural hazards to forecast future catastrophic events and inform the development of technologies to 
mitigate their effects 



 
Social Studies: 
6.2.8.C.3.b Explain how classical civilizations used technology and innovation to enhance agricultural/ manufacturing output and commerce, to 
expand military capabilities, to improve life in urban areas, and to allow for greater division of labor. 

Integration of Technology Standards NJSLS 8: 
8.1.8.A.1 Demonstrate knowledge of a real-world problem using digital tools.  

Career Ready Practices: 
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity. 

 

 
 
 


