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Quarterly Independent Reading Project 

Independent reading enriches your abilities in English class by strengthening your reading comprehension, knowledge of  vocabulary, writing  skills, and much more! 

Independent Reading Quarterly Process 

Week 1:
At the beginning of each quarter we will spend at least one class day finding a book. You will be able to choose from the library, my classroom collection, or you may bring in a book from home. When you choose your independent book, you must see me so I can approve the book. You are encouraged to choose a book that is on or above your reading level. You must have a book by the end of the first week of each quarter. If you cannot choose a book within that time frame, I will choose one for you. 

Weeks 2-4: 
Read! You will have some class time to get into your book during these weeks. However, if you don’t read outside of class you will not be able to read your book all the way through within 9-10 weeks. Create positive work habits by setting aside time every day to read. 

Week 5: 
At the five week mark you will have a reading quiz. You will be required to write one paragraph about your book. This can include a summary of the book so far, your reaction to the book, connections you find with other books, and anything else you want to tell me about what you are reading. 




Weeks 6-9:
Keep reading! When you finish your book you can go onto your independent reading project. During this time, we will also complete book talks in class. Your book talk is part of your participation and engagement grade. 

Week 10:
Your independent reading project is due! You can choose to complete a two to three summary and reaction to your book or a slideshow using my template. If you have a fun idea for a creative project, please let me know! I’m always happy to discuss your ideas with you. 

Project Requirements:

· Summary of the book (without giving away the ending or other surprises/twists).  You must include:
· Setting – where and when 
· Main character(s) – description that includes physical and personality info
· Genre – action/adventure, fantasy, science fiction, realistic fiction, romance, mystery/suspense, historical fiction, biography, autobiography, informational
· Your rating and reaction to the book

*A Slideshow template and project examples can be found in Google Classroom. 











	Rubric
	5-Mastery
100-95
	4-Advanced
94-90
	3-Proficient
89-80
	2-Emerging
79-65
	1-Developing 
65-Below

	Response 


	-Response is skillfully written; sentence structure is varied. 

-Response provides a detailed, and thorough description of the setting, plot,conflict, solution,theme, and characters.

-Little or no spelling, grammar and mechanical errors. 

	-Response is well written; most sentences are well constructed. 

-Response includes a detailed and accurate description of the setting, plot, conflict, solution, theme, and characters. 

-A few spelling, grammatical and/or mechanical errors that do not hinder comprehension. 
	-Response is composed on grade-level; Sentences may be constructed without error but follow the same format.   

-Response includes a complete  description of the setting, plot, conflict, solution, theme, and characters. 

-Some spelling, grammatical and/or mechanical errors. 
	-Response is approaching grade level writing. Sentence structure and format contains occasional errors. 

-Response includes a description of the setting, plot, conflict, solution, theme, and characters with some inaccuracies. 

-Several spelling, grammatical and/or mechanical errors. 








	-Writing is below grade level. 

-Response is missing one or more of the following: setting, plot, and characters. 

-Spelling, grammatical and mechanical errors make the response difficult to read. 

	Rubric
	5-Mastery
100-95
	4-Advanced
94-90
	3-Proficient
89-80
	2-Emerging
79-65
	1-Developing 
65-Below

	Book Talk 
	-All elements of the book are thoroughly communicated. 

-Speaker communicates clearly and distinctly with appropriate body language, eye contact and enthusiasm. 
	-All elements of the book talk are communicated. 

-Speaker communicates clearly with appropriate body language, eye contact and enthusiasm.  
	-Most elements of the book talk are clearly communicated. A few elements are confusing. 

-Speaker communicates clearly most of the time. Speaker makes an effort to use appropriate body language, eye contact and enthusiasm. 
	-Several elements of the book talk are confusing or missing. 

-Speaker has difficulty communicating effectively.  Speaker makes little effort to use appropriate body language, eye contact, and enthusiasm. 
	-Many elements of the book talk are missing. 


-Presenter struggles to communicate effectively. 

	
	
	
	
	
	





















	Rubric
	5-Mastery
100-95
	4-Advanced
94-90
	3-Proficient
89-80
	2-Emerging
79-65
	1-Developing 
65-Below

	Reading Quiz  
	-The reader begins the response with the book title (in italics), author, and genre.   




-The reader shows thorough evidence of reading in providing concrete details regarding character development, emerging conflicts, and plot specifics. 



–Response includes proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics are used throughout the response. 
	-The reader begins the response with the book title, author, and genre. 




-The reader shows substantial evidence  of reading in providing details regarding character development, emerging conflicts, and plot details. 


-Response includes proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics are used throughout the response (One-two mistakes may be made that do not hinder comprehension)
	-The reader begins the response with the book title, author, and genre (one element may be missing).  


-The reader shows evidence of reading by providing character names, ideas regarding conflict, and some plot specifics. 





-Response includes proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics are used throughout the response (Two to three mistakes mistakes may be made)
	-The reader begins the response with the book title, author, and genre (two or more elements may be missing). 

-The reader shows evidence of reading by providing character names and some plot details.  







–Response includes mostly proper spelling, grammar, and mechanics. Some mistakes may hinder comprehension.
	-The reader does not begin the response with the required elements. 




-The reader shows little evidence of reading. Character names, conflict, and plot details are missing.  






-Response includes spelling, grammar, and mechanical mistakes. 












Common Questions: 

Q: What if I don’t like the book I am reading, can I switch?
A: While I do not advise this, you may choose to switch your book with my approval before the 5 week mark during the marking period. 

Q: Can I read a book that I have read before? 
A: Yes! You may choose to reread a book however make sure that the lexile rating matches your grade level.  You may not reread a book that you have previously completed for independent reading. 

Q: What about graphic novels? 
A: You can read one graphic novel per year. You will not earn more than 3 reading points for reading a graphic novel. 
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