
 

 

Englewood Public School District 

Social Studies 

Grade 2 

Fourth Marking Period 

 

Unit 4 - Geography and Culture 

 

Overview: Students in the second grade social studies program engage in the study of geography, global studies, and culture. In the process, students 

learn about local geography, Native Americans, diversity, and the development of American Culture. 

Time Frame: 30-40 Days 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

Different parts of New Jersey have different landforms. 

Maps and globes represent Earth in different ways and each are suited for providing different information. 

There are many different cultures within the classroom and community. 

American culture, based on specific traditions and values, has been influenced by the behaviors of different cultural groups. 

 

Essential Questions: 

What characteristics are unique to New Jersey geography? 

In what ways has the population of New Jersey changed over time? 

Why would people need to study Earth? 

What can we learn from the study of diverse global cultures? 

  

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

6.1.4.B.1 Compare and 

contrast information that 

can be found on different 

types of maps and 

determine when the 

information can be useful. 

6.1.4.B.2 Use physical and 

political maps to explain 

how the location and 

spatial relationship of 

Topics 

 

Geography 

 

Maps and Globes 

 

American Culture 

 

Diversity 

Objectives 

 

Students will watch two brief 

videos, “Two-Minute Tour of 

New Jersey: 50 States for 

Kids” and “Physical 

Geography of the United States 

(WatchKnowLearn.org) and 

preview key vocabulary. 

(8.1.2.C.1) 

Following a teacher mini-

lesson explaining the cardinal 

Literature: 

Social Studies Excursions, 

K-3 Book One by Janet 

Alleman & Jere Brophy   

Social Studies Excursions, 

K-3 Book Two by Janet 

Alleman & Jere Brophy   

Social Studies Excursions, 

K-3 Book Three by Janet 

Formative Assessments: 

Instructors will confer 

with students to 

investigate their 

knowledge (anecdotal 

records & observation).  

Students will be 

evaluated on teacher 

created quizzes. 



 

 

places in New Jersey, the 

United States, and other 

areas, worldwide have 

contributed to cultural 

diffusion and economic 

interdependence.  

6.1.4.B.3 Explain how and 

when it is important to use 

digital geographic tools, 

political maps, and globes 

to measure distances and 

to determine time zones 

and locations using 

latitude and longitude. 

6.1.4.B.10 Identify the 

major cities in New 

Jersey, the United States 

and major world regions, 

and explain how maps, 

globes, and demographic 

tools can be used to 

understand tangible and 

intangible cultural 

differences.  

6.1.4.D.11 Determine how 

local and state 

communities have 

changed over time and 

explain the reasons for 

changes. 

6.1.4.D.12 Explain how 

folklore and the actions of 

Students will apply the 

following skills and 

strategies:  

 

Compare and contrast 

information found on a map 

of New Jersey and the 

United States (e.g., 

landforms, directionality, 

climate, weather, natural 

resources).  

Assess the New Jersey 

natural resources and 

geography affecting 

settlement.  

Determine diverse methods 

for the use of natural 

resources.  

Compare and contrast how 

Englewood, NJ has changed 

over time. 

Identify major cities and 

landmarks in New Jersey 

(e.g., Trenton, Princeton, 

Morristown, Washington’s 

Crossing, Statue of Liberty).  

Define culture.  

Investigate the history of 

African-Americans in New 

Jersey. 

directions of North, South, East 

and West, students will work in 

collaborative small groups to 

learn and apply cardinal 

directions by completing 

“Royal Castle Floor Plan” and 

“Lakeside Campground Map” 

(Super Teacher Worksheets). 

(CRP2, 8.1.2.C.1)  

Following a teacher mini-

lesson on latitude and 

longitude using a United States 

map, students will work 

collaboratively to identify 

which city and state is located 

at the given coordinates, “USA 

Latitude and Longitude” 

(Super Teacher Worksheets). 

(CRP4, CRP12) 

 

Students will learn about 

landforms and bodies of water 

by watching a video 

“Exploring Landforms and 

Bodies of Water for Kids” 

(https://youtu.be/BsqKTJtK_vw

). (8.1.2.C.1) 

 

Students will view archived 

postcards of Englewood, NJ 

from 1910 “Greetings from 

Bergen County: Englewood, NJ 

Vintage Postcard Collection” 

(https://youtu.be/ZFCRUuJcgo

I) and have a class discussion 

Alleman & Jere Brophy   

Website Resources: 

 

WatchKnowLearn.org 

http://www.watchknowlearn

.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=5

7602 

 

http://www.watchknowlearn

.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=8

6 

 

Super Teacher Worksheets 

https://www.superteacherwo

rksheets.com/map-

skills.html 

 

NJ History Kids 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/

historykids/NJHistoryKids.h

tm 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/

historykids/teachersGuide.ht

m 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/

historykids/NJHistoryKids.h

tm 

 

Ducksters 

http://www.ducksters.com/g

eography/state.php?State=N

ew%20Jersey 

 

Students’ progress will 

be ascertained via oral 

and written class work.  

Students will receive a 

grade for participation in 

classroom discussions 

and activities. 

Benchmark 

Assessment: 

Exact Path 

Summative 

Assessments: 

Students’ understanding 

of concepts and 

application of content 

will be partially 

evaluated via cooperative 

learning activities. 

Students will be 

evaluated based upon 

their ability to locate 

towns using longitude 

and latitude coordinates. 

 

Students will be 

evaluated based upon the 

quality of their Tourist 

Map of New Jersey. 

 

Alternative 

Assessments: 

https://youtu.be/BsqKTJtK_vw
https://youtu.be/BsqKTJtK_vw
https://youtu.be/ZFCRUuJcgoI
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http://www.watchknowlearn.org/Video.aspx?VideoID=86
https://www.superteacherworksheets.com/map-skills.html
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http://www.ducksters.com/geography/state.php?State=New%20Jersey
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http://www.ducksters.com/geography/state.php?State=New%20Jersey


 

 

famous historical and 

fictional characters from 

New Jersey and other 

regions of the United 

States contributed to the 

American national 

heritage.  

6.1.4.D.13 Describe how 

culture is expressed 

through and influenced by 

the behavior of people  

6.1.4.D.14 Trace how the 

American identity evolved 

over time. 

 

6.1.4.D.18 Explain how 

individuals’ beliefs, 

values, and traditions may 

reflect more than one 

culture.  

6.3 Active Citizenship in 

the 21st Century: All 

students will acquire the 

skills needed to be active, 

informed citizens who 

value diversity and 

promote cultural 

understanding by working 

collaboratively to address 

the challenges that are 

inherent in living in an 

interconnected world.)  

Investigate the early natives 

of New Jersey. 

Research the customs, 

traditions, and impact of 

Native Americans in New 

jersey and the United 

States. 

Determine the changes in 

American identity over time. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

comparing 1910 Englewood to 

the Englewood of today. 

(NJSLSA.R2)  

 

After watching a documentary 

about the state of New Jersey, 

“The States-New Jersey” 

(https://youtu.be/TRHEF47yT2

A), students will research the 

top tourist sites in New Jersey 

and create a vacation map for 

tourists, highlighting the major 

regions and landmarks in the 

state of New Jersey. (8.2.2.C.1)  

 

Following a teacher 

presentation of Lesson 5 from 

chapter III “Geographic 

Influences on Family Life” 

(Social Studies Excursions, K-3 

Book Two), students will 

discuss the different places 

their families came from. 

(NJSLSA.SL1, CRP4). 

 

Following a teacher 

presentation of Lesson 6 from 

chapter III “Family 

Celebrations” (Social Studies 

Excursions, K-3 Book Two), 

students will work in 

collaborative groups to create 

a list of the different types of 

celebrations they observe. 

(NJSLSA.W2) 

Youtube 

https://youtu.be/BsqKTJtK_

vw 

 

https://youtu.be/ZFCRUuJc

goI 

 

https://youtu.be/TRHEF47y

T2A 

 

Native American tribes of 

New Jersey  

http://www.native-

languages.org/jersey.htm 

 

Student Resources 

 

New Jersey: 

https://newsela.com/read/ele

m-50-states-new-

jersey/id/31699/ 

 

Kids Discover: 

Underground Railroad: 

https://www.kidsdiscover.co

m/shop/issues/underground-

railroad-for-kids/ 

 

Immigration book list, 

Scholastic: 

https://www.scholastic.com/

teachers/lists/teaching-

content/immigration-book-

list/  

Performance based 

evaluation using rubrics 

(http://rubistar.4teachers.

org/index.php) 

 

Portfolio of student work 

 

Oral presentations 

 

Self-evaluation, Peer 

evaluation 

 

Students will respond to 

oral questioning and 

retell the events that took 

place in the videos. 

 

Reading Response Logs 

Way Summaries: 

students work in groups 

and write three different 

responses to a question: 

5-10 words long, 10-20 

words long, 20-35 words 

long 

 

Scavenger Hunt: Create 

questions based on a 

topic or a chapter.  

 

Film Project: Ask groups 

to write and film a 5-10 

minute movie based on 

the topic or subject.  
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Following a teacher 

presentation of Lesson 7 from 

chapter III “Our Family 

Ancestors: Immigrants to the 

New World” (Social Studies 

Excursions, K-3 Book Two), 

students will use a map and 

globe to identify the places 

their ancestors came from. 

(NJSLSA.R2, NJSLSA.W4, 

CRP2) 

Following a teacher 

presentation of Lesson 8 from 

chapter III “Recent immigrants 

to America and Their Family 

Practices” (Social Studies 

Excursions, K-3 Book Two), 

students will discuss and list 

the contributions immigrants 

have made to the United States. 

(8.1.2.A.4, 9.2.4.A.4) 

. (8.1.2.A.4) 

Following a teacher read-a-

loud of “A Lenape Creation 

Story”, students will work 

collaboratively to answer 

questions comparing and 

contrasting the Lenape 

creation story to other creation 

stories. 

(http://www.state.nj.us/state/his

torykids/teachersGuide.htm). 

(NJSLSA.R2, 8.1.2.C.1) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/teachersGuide.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/teachersGuide.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amistad 

Investigate the history of 

African-Americans in New 

Jersey. 

 

 

 

Students will work 

collaboratively to conduct 

research about the three main 

Delaware Native American 

Lenni Lenape tribes in New 

Jersey (http://www.native-

languages.org/jersey.htm). 

(NJSLSA.W4) 

Enrichment Activity: 

Students will build a model of a 

sustainable community. 

(8.2.2.C.1) 

 

 

Students will gain an 

understanding of the 

contributions of African-

Americans to New Jersey and 

the national heritage by taking 

a virtual field trip to The Still 

Family Reunion. During this 

digital trip students will learn 

about The Underground 

Railroad in New Jersey 

(http://www.state.nj.us/state/his

torykids/NJHistoryKids.htm) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formative Assessment: 

3-2-1 Countdown: 3 

things I didn’t know 

before, 2 things that 

surprised me, 1 thing I 

want to know more about 

 

http://www.native-languages.org/jersey.htm
http://www.native-languages.org/jersey.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm
http://www.state.nj.us/state/historykids/NJHistoryKids.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kids Discover: 

Underground Railroad: 

https://www.kidsdiscover.co

m/shop/issues/underground-

railroad-for-kids/ 

 

 

 

https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/underground-railroad-for-kids/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/underground-railroad-for-kids/
https://www.kidsdiscover.com/shop/issues/underground-railroad-for-kids/


 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Landforms, Regions, Climate, Rural, Urban, Suburban, Continents, Natural Resources, Culture, Native American, Lenape 

Accommodations and Modifications: 

 

Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be 

attended to by all instructional leaders.  Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used 

to support this learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are 

considered.  

 

ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 

 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/.   

 

Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work 

will be reviewed o determine support. This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With 

considerations to UDL, time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations. More time and will be made available with a 

certified instructor to aid students in reaching the standards. 

 

Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 

complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  

 

English Language Learners 

 

• Provide questions in advance 

of class discussion 

• Speak and display 

terminology  

• Teacher modeling 

• Peer modeling 

• Provide ELL students with 

multiple literacy strategies. 

• Word walls 

• Use peer readers 

• Give page numbers to help 

the students find answers 

Special Education 

 

• Provide questions in advance 

of class discussion 

• Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated in 

the student’s IEP 

• Work with paraprofessional 

• Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

• Work with a partner 

• Provide concrete examples  

• Restructure lesson using UDL 

principals 

(http://www.cast.org/our-

At-Risk 

 

• Provide questions in 

advance of class discussion 

• Using visual 

demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

• Give directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. Oral 

prompts can be given. 

• Peer Support 

• Increase one on one time 

• Teachers may modify 

instructions by modeling 

Gifted and Talented 

 

• Collaborate with after-school 

programs or clubs to extend  

• learning opportunities. 

• Curriculum compacting 

• Inquiry-based instruction 

• Independent study 

• Higher order thinking skills 

• Adjusting the pace of lessons 

• Interest based content 

• Real world scenarios 

• Student Driven Instruction 

• Use project-based learning  

• Structure the learning around  

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


 

 

• Provide a computer for 

written work 

• Provide two sets of textbooks, 

one for home and one for 

school 

• Provide visual aides 

• Provide additional time to 

complete a task 

• Use graphic organizers 

 

 

work/about-

udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA). 

• Provide students with 

multiple choices for how they 

can represent their 

understandings (e.g. 

multisensory techniques-

auditory/visual aids; pictures, 

illustrations, graphs, charts, 

data tables, multimedia, 

modeling).  

 

what the student is 

expected to do 

• Instructions may be printed 

out in large print and hung 

up for the student to see 

during the time of the 

lesson. 

• Review behavior 

expectations and make 

adjustments for personal 

space or other behaviors as 

needed. 

• Structure lessons around 

questions that are 

authentic, relate to 

students’ interests, 

social/family background 

and knowledge of their 

community. 

• Provide opportunities for 

students to connect with 

people of similar 

backgrounds (e.g. 

conversations via digital 

tool such as SKYPE, 

experts from the 

community helping with a 

project, journal articles, 

and biographies).  

 

• explaining or solving a social or  

• community-based issue. 

• William and Mary Social Studies 

curriculum for gifted learners: 

https://k12.kendallhunt.com/progr

am/william-mary-gifted-social-

studies-curriculum 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections: ELA - NJSLS/ELA:   

 

NJSLSA.R2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

NJSLSA.W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the 

effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 

NJSLSA.W4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 



 

 

NJSLSA.SL1: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ 

ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP2.  Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  

CRP4: Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP12: Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence.  

Integration of Technology Standards NJSLS 8: 

8.1.2.A.2: Create a document using a word processing application. 

8.1.2.A.4: Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual environments (i.e. games, museums). 

8.1.2.C.1: Interact, collaborate, and publish with peers, experts, or others by employing a variety of digital environments and media. 

Integration of 21st Century Standards NJSLS 9: 

 

9.2.4.A.4: Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success 

 

 

 


