
 

PS10 PTA General Meeting Minutes // June 17, 2021 

 

 

 

7:05 pm Meeting Called to Order by  Jenn Cribbs / Seconded by Jennine Carrella 

 

● Minutes from May 20th General Membership Meeting approved 

 

● Principal’s Report: Laura Scott 

○ Thank you to the PS10 community, and I hope you have a wonderful, well-

deserved summer. Everyone was bragging about PS10 and how we opened 5 

days before everyone else! It was a unified effort between parents, staff, and 

admin. We had so much support, so thanks. The smiles on the kids’ faces say 

it all! Every day is like a regular day - even mischief has returned. 

○ ELA, Math, Science Testing: Out of 420 eligible students, 117 took ELA (English 

Language Arts), 113 took Math. 25 took Science, which is representative as 

only 4th graders take the science test. It was a good practice for the kids, and 

won't be held against them or the school in any way. 

○ Covid surveillance has been going on for grades 1 - 5 and all teachers, 

between March and now they have only ID’d 3 cases. Haven't had to close, or 

be concerned about it, just a class or 2 but since then it has been smooth 

sailing at K280 and PS10. 57% of kids are attending at PS10 and 75% at K280. 

This translates to about 280 kids at K280 and 578 kids at PS10.  

○ Music is going well with Mr. Michel, kids enjoy him - he will be leading singing 

and performances at graduation and a performance on the last day of school 

with a band. He is doing 2 performances the morning of the 25th, so all the 

kids can be distanced. 

○ Science is going great with Ms Farrell, they discussed what they want to do 

next year and will discuss these ideas with the e-board. 

○ SLT continues to support us, they are talking about the CEP (Comprehensive 

Education Plan), looking at goals for ELA and Math, writing the Social 

Emotional Goals, reviewing them together and the action plan. The CEP draft 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sIsImJ6N14FlpAMNJehdwsA3GG4SzhGrNsP5BTOj1JY/edit?usp=sharing
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is due at the end of July. The SLT is also helpful in getting us to move forward 

from cohorts to 5 days, with great suggestions as to how we could move 

forward safely. They really represent the parents and staff at our school in a 

good way. 

○ 5th Grade Graduation: This has changed from being held in the street, to the 

schoolyard and now it is at K280 on Friday the 18th at 9 am. We will all be 

there, and physically distanced. There will be approximately 480 participants 

in a 1,500-capacity auditorium, less than a third filled. This was approved by 

the DOE, and translates to 130 students and 2 caregivers per child. We are 

excited to have a real graduation this year, our kids were cheated last June. 

When we got the go ahead we said we had to go back to business as usual 

and the kids were so excited. They will be marching into the hall to “What’s 

Going On” by Marvin Gaye and leaving to “Firework” by Katie Perry, with 

confetti.  

○ We put up an outdoor canopy on a stormy day and bent the window gate 

frame, so we will be looking at a better way to mount it so kids can be 

protected in all weather; we have a parent who is an architect we’re 

consulting with and will have it up in September. 

○ K280 is expanding, we have our normal 4K but not as many students, there 

will be 16-18 classes. We are initiating a new 3K program which started with 3 

classes, and has expanded to 7 to 8 classes, with enough people looking for 

spots to have 12 - 15 classes. We will cap the classes at 8 because we can’t 

accommodate more than that. Excited about the new curriculum, we had 

specialists from Central and the Gates Foundation visiting to find out why 

K280 is such a draw for parents. 

○ The Student Council is really doing well and sharing info with students, 

participating in initiatives. Some appeared on WABC 7 NY in a piece about 

the chess program. For the second year, eight of them were chosen to 

participate in the Passive House Project in partnership with the UN. 

○ Q: When will the renovations be done in the school?  

A: There are two separate projects:  

■ There is the $10M project which includes major renovations: doors, 

windows, roof, etc. and will mean the building will be shrouded this 

summer. There were lots of leaks on the 4th floor. They may also 

renovate 1 or 2 more bathrooms.  
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■ In terms of the cafeteria that’s a different grant, the children ranked 

what they wanted addressed: soundproofing, water bottle fillers, the 

PTA mentioned they wanted more handwashing stations, and new 

round tables more conducive to conversation. Will save the 

rectangular tables that are in good condition and add round tables if 

and when we resume eating in the cafeteria in Sept. 

○ Q: Will renovations be done by the first day of school?  

■ A: No, unfortunately, we will try to do work when kids are out of the 

building, such as asbestos removal over the summer, and then those 

projects that don’t interfere with health & safety will be done after 

5:00 pm and on weekends. 

○ Q: What is the timeline for kids eating lunch in the cafeteria?  

■ A: We don’t yet know the quantity of classrooms, or whether the kids 

will have to wear masks, or if they will be able to eat indoors. There is 

a budget meeting in July, so we will discuss it then. We will staff the 

classes & try to keep the class sizes lower, capping at 25 in 1st - 5th 

grade. We anticipate lots of meetings in July, like we had last year, to 

plan for the fall. Anything major, we will post on the school website, 

Konstella, and Remind. We will have a Zoom meeting at the beginning 

of September. There will also be a change in the school’s hours of 

operation; staff is selecting when they want to have Professional 

Development and time to collaborate with colleagues. PS10’s hours 

may be 8:20 am - 2:40 pm, and K280 may be 8:30 am - 2:50 pm. There 

is a vote next week on this timing. 

○ Q: Will we have Zoom meetings over the summer like we did last year?  

■ A: We can do something before school starts, and will work with the 

admin on that. 

○ FYI: The 22nd is a fully remote day. And Friday the 25th, the last day of 

school, will be a full day with dismissal at 2:00 pm. 

● Thank you to our departing E-board members: Jennine Carrella our co-president, 

Ann Gregg our co-treasurer, AnnMarie Anderson who has chaired Read-a-Thon, 

Chris Brand who helped with graphics, Christie O’Brien & Melody who ran the 

auction, Cynthia Cavaliere-Nyamekye, Farah Franqui, Carly Thomas, Kelly Ruggles, 

Ralitsa Lazarova as Co-Secretary, and Heather Volik, who has been on the E-board 

for 6 years. 
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● Welcome new e-board members: Bonnie Schwerin, Lizzie Elston, Mark-Anthony 

Agbuya, Emilie Bandy, A. Nicole Roberts, Michelle Dilello, Wendy Hernandez, and  

John Turner. 

● Upcoming Events 

○ PS10’s Summer Fun Fest FAQs (Nattallie Schiavo): Get your tickets now! 

■ We have a clown, magic shows, a DJ, bouncy slide, food trucks, it’s 

going to be awesome! 

■ Every adult and child over the age of 3 needs a ticket. We need an 

accurate head count for Covid compliance. 

■ Each child - yes, even your 5th grader - must be accompanied by an 

adult. This is not a drop-off event. 

■ If your child is in Extended Day, there will be a permission slip sent 

home asking if you consent to having your child attend the event as 

part of the Extended Day afternoon program. 

■ While the event is free to attend, there will be two (2) food trucks - a 

taco truck and a pizza truck - and an ice cream truck. Please bring 

cash to purchase food from these vendors. In addition, each child will 

be  given two (2) free tickets to purchase concessions (water, snacks, 

cotton candy bags); anything after that is $1. 

■ If you are signed up to volunteer, yes, you still need to also reserve a 

ticket for yourself, and all family members attending if you want to 

attend the event outside of your volunteer shift. 

■ If your child is attending Extended Day Outdoor Camp and you want 

to share the experience with them, you can reserve a different session 

that has tickets available. 

○ PS10’s School Photos (Felicia DeVita) - June 25th is the last day to order your 

kids photos; go to the PS10 School Photos Page to order. 

○ Brooklyn Cyclones Game (Felicia DeVita): Save the Date for our next game on 

September 19th! We will have 500 tickets set aside for PS10, and we will let 

you know when tickets are available for purchase. 

 

● Treasurers’ Report 

○ June Budget Report Presentation & Spreadsheet 

■ Final budget report of the year, income & expenses through May 30th 

■ In June we will have some expenses come in, Principal’s Fund, building 

improvements & school safety 

https://bit.ly/3giMxR6
https://iloveschoolpictures.com/PS10/4314
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12QsZu-Dp2E5Zdzn520PM3BPD27-cY8d-/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1tufaRavLS7F12pCZcYjVqjIco-aNK78O/view?usp=sharing
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○ 2021-2022 Draft Budget Spreadsheet to be voted on 

■ Details of proposed budget & expenses 

■ It is in line with 19/20 year 

■ Stories: Anticipate extra classroom support being needed, so $95K will 

come back to ensure more adults are in the classroom, support lunch 

& recess, etc. 

■ Income, corporate matches we hope to keep doing because they were 

successful this year. 

■ PTA oversees ED and K280’s budgets. Extended Day is asking us to 

approve their budget and K280 will have a carry-over of $12K. 

■ Vote on the 2021 - 2022 Budget: 25 of the attendees voted “yes”  in 

favor of the budget, no one voted “no” and there were no abstentions. 

 

● Extended Day Report 

○ Camp will be run on the 22nd on Election Day - there will be a Konstella blast 

about this. 

○ Lots of work with the K280 expansion; Lauren and Queshema are working 

hard to put the programming and logistics together, as well as staffing, and 

working with the existing vendors. 

○ We are also looking to add some intensive classes. Our enrichment classes 

usually allow kids to dabble in a wide variety of things, but we are looking 

into conducting foreign language or martial arts, music classes they can take 

for 6 years at PS10 as a K-5 track. 

○ Also working on expanding and redoing the website to incorporate K280, and 

back of house stuff with email and how they reach out to parents, during the 

slower months.  

○ Excited to have a more normal after school program in the fall. 

○ Q: Do we know what extended day will look like in the fall vs. just Outdoor 

Camp?  

■ A: We will be working this summer on the assumption that school will 

be back to normal. Will have the enrichment classes we typically offer, 

but will also find a way to have an outdoor option for parents & kids 

that choose to do this. And to offer online classes. We are expecting 

things to look more like Fall 2019. 

○ Q: Will you be allowed to operate in the school building?  

■ A: Yes we are assuming this. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1LVtK_lSnxlwsl9S11Z3BIkLCKQUkH-RlCNf8j6QFcKY/edit?usp=sharing
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○ A lot of what we are concentrating on is cleaning up, with Lauren coming in 

as our new executive director, and implementing improvements. We like the 

online programs because they can be done from anywhere. There is a 

chance that there will be an opportunity to have more outdoor-only stuff as 

well. 

○ When will parents know what choices are available?  

■ A: Mid September, essentially the first day of school. We will have a 

September Smash so there is coverage the first day of school, and you 

can sign up in advance. We won’t have our final roster of enrichment 

until mid-September.  

○ We expect a robust program at K280 and at PS10. 

 

● Community Q & A 

○ Q: Is there a concern with PS10 being able to open with 3 feet of social 

distancing and accommodate all of the families?  

■ A: Laura: I believe we can if we stay at 25 per class with no more than 

2 adults in each room. We don’t think they will ask us to adhere to the 

3 feet rule, especially since the governor has fully reopened and we 

anticipate the mayor following suit. We are concerned we may go 

back to the regular numbers of 32 in a classroom in grades 1 - 5, 

which is too much. She will keep us posted as she learns more. 

 

● 8:16 pm: Julie made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Jennine seconded. 


