What are the Requirements of WISE?

1. Students must devote 150 volunteer hours to WISE

· Hours can include all activities associated with the project such as time spent at and traveling to an internship, attending meetings, writing in the journal, reading material for the annotated bibliography, preparing for the presentation, etc.

2. Students must meet with their mentors frequently (as detailed below) and attend all mandatory WISE workshops.

· A minimum of three mentor meetings must occur and be documented by the mentor before February vacation.  If these meetings do not occur, the teacher may recommend that the student be dropped from WISE.

· Three additional meetings must occur and be documented by the mentor by March 29. If these meetings do not occur, the mentor will have the option of withdrawing his/her sponsorship and the student will fail WISE. 
· Students will continue to meet frequently with their mentors on a mutually agreed upon schedule.

· The W.I.S.E. coordinator will conduct mandatory bi-weekly meetings/workshops with students on topics such as appropriate work place behavior and attire, self-advocacy in the workplace, journaling, presentation skills, etc.

3. Students must create a literate, informative, and introspective journal.

· A minimum of four entries must be submitted to the mentor before February vacation.  The first entry will be the project proposal.

· A minimum of eight additional entries must be submitted to the mentor before March 29.
· Students must submit a revised journal (based on mentor comments) with a minimum of six additional entries to the mentor by April 30.

· Final journals must include a reflective concluding entry that responds to the introductory proposal.  Students must edit all journals and submit them to mentors two weeks before the final presentation.

· Journals must be word-processed, unless otherwise approved.

· Mentors will have the option of withdrawing sponsorship of students who do not adhere to these deadlines.  This will result in the student failing WISE.  

4. Students must do sufficient research so as to complete an annotated bibliography

· A minimum of eight entries is required in proper bibliographic form.

· The bibliography may include appropriate videos, interviews, web sites as well as books, magazine articles, etc.

5. Students will share their projects in a final presentation in May.

· A team consisting of two students, a community representative and a faculty member will evaluate each presentation.

· Students will select a time for their presentation at the Mandatory Presentation Workshop.  The mentor must be able to attend the presentation.

· Students will provide each member of the evaluation team with a copy of the journal at least one week before the presentation.  Each journal must have a cover page stating the student’s name, project title, and the time, date and location of the presentation.

· Students will provide each presentation attendee a handout consisting of a cover page (the same one as on the journal), an outline of the presentation, and an annotated bibliography.

· If the student fails to complete these requirements to the satisfaction of the mentor and the WISE coordinator, the student will not be allowed to give a final presentation.  The student will fail WISE.

What credit does a student earn for WISE?

Counselors will add WISE to the student’s transcript once they receive the drop/add form from the student.  WISE may replace senior English and/or Social Studies courses; students must pursue rigorous work as detailed in the requirements and rubric in order to receive credit.
