
Definitions of Student Services 

 
RESPONSE TO INTERVENTION (RTI) 

 A 3-tiered system that serves two purposes: 

 To provide strategies and targeted instruction/intervention which aim to close achievement gaps for 
all students and 

 To help determine if students who do not respond to intervention should be referred to the CSE. 

 ENRICHMENT – Tier I 

 Intended for all students in the general education setting, as needed; also used to provide “extra 
hands on activities” for advanced students 

 Additional instruction that supplements the general education curriculum   
Examples:  homework assistance, assistance during after school study hall, Regents review classes, 

study sessions, activities to enrich the curriculum, differentiated instruction, hands on activities 

provided by related arts teachers when possible  

 Teachers should keep their own data on each session or activity.   

 This data will not necessarily be reported.  However, the collected data could lead to relevant 

information to begin the RTI process. 

 If a student or parent requests extra assistance, it would fall under this category until enough 

data is collected to show more assistance may be needed. 
 ACADEMIC INTERVENTION SERVICES (AIS) – Tier II 

 Slightly more intensive instruction that focuses on students’ areas of weakness 
Examples:  pre-teaching, re-teaching, small group instruction, OT, speech improvement  

 Can be provided by classroom teacher, content area teacher, related service provider, or special 

education teacher (depending on need) 

 Can be in general education class (leveled grouping) 

 Can be push in or pull out (or a combination); at least 2 times per week; minimum of 20 minute 
sessions 

 Students may move up or down a tier 

 Concerning NYS testing in grades 3-12: 
o Students who score below a level 3 on a state exam or fail a Regents exam will automatically 

be placed in AIS. 

o In this case, the classroom teacher or content area teacher will be responsible for teaching 

this class. 

o Teachers need to progress monitor every 2 weeks and keep data of each session.   

NOTE:  If a student is also receiving Special Education or RTI Tier III services for 

academics, the provider will conduct progress monitoring. 

o Teachers will fill out progress reports every 5 weeks to be sent home. 

o Students in grades 4-8 will have the opportunity to “test out” of AIS through the use of 

Benchmarking in September and January.  In 9
th

 grade, if students do not reach a high 

enough level to “test out” in September, they will need to remain in AIS for the year. 

 Concerning Benchmarking:   
o All students in grades K-8 will be benchmarked three times a year using AIMSweb 

(September, January, & May).   

o In order for students to “test out” of AIS, they must meet the following percentiles (compared 

to national norms):   

 September – at or above the 50
th

 percentile 

 January – at or above the 60
th

 percentile 

o Benchmarking meetings will be held with classroom teachers/AIS providers, the RTI/AIS 

coordinator, school psychologist, and superintendent/principal to discuss the following: 



 Inform the AIS provider if a student has “tested out.”  Depending on the situation, a CST 

meeting and/or parent meeting may also be scheduled to discuss the best options for the 

student. 

 Discuss students who scored “low” and what may be the cause of this.  If an ongoing 

concern, discuss the possibility of beginning the RTI process.    

 

 INTENSIVE TUTORIAL – Tier III 

 Highly intensive, individualized instruction that focuses on a student’s areas of weakness 

 Provided by a special education teacher or related service provider 

 Pull out; at least 4 times per week; minimum of 30 minute sessions (or an equivalent of 120 minutes) 

 Providers need to progress monitor every 2 weeks and keep data of each session. 

 Providers will fill out progress reports every 5 weeks to be sent home. 

 Students may either move down a tier or be referred to CSE (see below). 

 RELATED SERVICES (includes Speech & Language, Occupational Therapy (OT), Physical Therapy 

(PT), & Counseling): 

 The service is considered Tier I if it is provided to the whole class due to the majority of students 
being “low.”  If the service is offered on a yearly basis as part of the curriculum, it is not considered 

part of RTI. 

 Tier II – push in services provided to individual/small groups of students (may also be a combination 
of push in and pull out) 

 Tier III – pull out services provided to individual students (no more than 2 students in a group) 

 

RTI/AIS Coordinator:  Megan Nevins  

 

COMMITTEE OF SPECIAL EDUCATION (CSE) 

 There are three ways students can be classified as a student with a disability: 

 A student can become classified under the Committee of Preschool Special Education (CPSE) when 
they turn 3-years-old. 

 A student can have a medical diagnosis, which may qualify them for special education services. 

 A student can go through all three tiers in the RTI process and still be struggling academically and/or 

behaviorally. 
 A student with a disability may have a section 504 plan or an Individualized Education Program (IEP).   

o Section 504 plan: 

 Usually for students who have medical needs, only testing accommodations, and/or 

transitioning from an IEP.  (Although, there are some instances where none of this 

applies.) 

o Individualized Education Program (IEP): 

 From least restrictive to most restrictive, the following special education services are 
offered: 

 Consultant Teacher services (indirect) – the special education teacher meets with 

the general education teacher to assist with modifying assignments/tests, modified 

grading, teaching strategies, etc. 

 Consultant Teacher services (direct) – the special education teacher assists 

individual students in the classroom. 

 Integrated Co-teaching – the special education teacher and the general education 

teacher teach a subject together providing a wide array of differentiated instruction to 

meet students’ needs. 

 Resource Room Program – supplemental and additional instruction that is guided 

by a student’s annual goals on their IEP as well as the classroom curriculum.   

 Special Class – specially designed instruction guided by a student’s goals on their 

IEP as well as the Common Core State Standards in a specific class.  The special 



education teacher is generally listed on the report card and 5-week progress report as 

the teacher for that subject. 

 

 Progress Reports for annual goals on a student’s IEP are filled out by the provider every 10 weeks and 

sent home to parents. 

 

 


