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Important Paragraph Facts

A paragraph is a group of about 7 sentences that express one central idea.  Remember to indent!!! 
A paragraph consists of:
A topic sentence – This sentence states the central idea of the paragraph.  This is usually the first sentence of the paragraph.  This sentence must have a direct focus. 
Supporting Detail Sentences –  Usually the five sentences following the topic sentence.  These sentences make up the body of a paragraph and give facts, examples and evidence of your topic.  These sentences must deal with just your topic and their job is to develop and support your topic.  Some of these sentences may give general information about the topic, whereas others may be more specific. 
Conclusion – This is the last sentence of your paragraph and it is important in restating and summing up the main point of your topic sentence.  This sentence rewrites the topic sentence in different words.  If it is a paragraph in an essay it should outline what comes next in the essay.   
Paragraph Outline
A. Topic Sentence ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

B. Major Details – general information on topic        C) Minor Details  - further describes the 
                                                                                                                      major details. 
 1) ______________________________                   1) _________________________
     ______________________________                    ___________________________  
                                                                                     ___________________________
                                                                                     ___________________________

  2)______________________________                   2) _________________________
     ______________________________                    ___________________________  
                                                                                     ___________________________

  3)______________________________                   3) _________________________
     ______________________________                    ___________________________  
                                                                                     ___________________________
            

D) Concluding Sentence: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Directions: For each of the following paragraphs write a strong topic sentence. 

Topic Sentence: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The Ghost of Christmas Past shows Scrooge Christmases that he had forgotten about long ago.  The Ghost of Christmas Present shows him the holiday he could spend with his family and his employee’s family.  Finally, the Ghost of Christmas Future shows him a Christmas of the future if Scrooge does not change his life. 

This Sentence does not fit: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Ballads are an old tradition.  They began as poems or songs among people who could not read or write.  The stories about heroes and gods were passed on by word of mouth from one generation to the next instead of being written down.  Often these early ballads were performed with folk dances.  Modern ballads still exist today with musicians such as Loreena McKennitt and Enya.

This Sentence does not fit: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Hans Christian Anderson is one of the most famous writers of fairy tales for children, but he also wrote for adults.  He enjoyed reading to children.  He wrote many plays, novels, travel books, and an autobiography as well as literature for children.  Although his fairy tales remain popular around the world, his plays are no longer performed, and his literature for adults is not often read outside of Scandinavia.
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Directions: The following sentences are not in the correct order. Label them with the correct number sentence they should be, then rearrange them and write them in a correct paragraph below. 

_______Also, she loves music.                              
_______So if you’re looking for a cute pet, remember my ferret, Britney! 
_______If you sing, her ears will twitch happily. 
_______Sometimes I put on a slipper and (oops!) there’s a ferret inside! 
_______If ever there was an award for the cutest pet, it would have to go to my ferret, Britney. 
_______For starters, she likes to sleep inside my shoes. 



Reorganized Paragraph: 

	______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Rules for Writing Topic Sentences 

· Re-state the question to write strong focused topic sentences. Find who(or what) and why and turn it into a sentence.  

· Topic sentences are never a question.

· Always take a side.  Never sit on the fence.  Do not say it is good and bad.

· Never say, “Many reasons why” or “A lot of”.  Be specific.

· Never say “I think.”

· Only one topic per paragraph.

· A topic sentence is only one sentence.

· Usually there is no “I” allowed in a topic sentence.

· Do not announce your topic by stating “this paragraph, essay, paper will be about…” Just state the topic.  

· Be sure your topic is big enough that you have enough details but small enough that you don’t need more than a paragraph to explain. 

Directions: Look at the following topic sentences, label them: 
G - too general         E – Effective 
S - too specific          N- Incomplete
  A - an announcement

_____1. This paper will discuss the life and politics of Simón Bolívar.
_____2. Japanese culture is fascinating to study because its family traditions are so different from American traditions.
_____3. The admission test for the police academy includes vocabulary questions.
_____4. The discovery of penicillin was a great step in the advancement of modern medicine.
_____5. I will talk about the reasons for the popularity of reality television shows.
_____6. A habit leading to weight gain.
_____7. Each year Americans are the victims of more than 1 million auto thefts.
_____8. The White House has many famous rooms and an exciting history.
_____9. There are three factors to consider when buying a flat screen TV.
_____10. Iraq has a long and interesting history.


 




