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MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

  REGULAR MEETING  

EDGEMONT UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Edgemont Junior-Senior High School LGI 

June 28, 2016 

8:00 A.M. 

                                                     

Board vice-president Anish Nanavaty, Board members, David Chao, Jennifer Darger, 

Jonathan Faust, and Brian Yarrington were present.  Superintendent Victoria S. Kniewel, 

Assistant Superintendent Susan Shirken and District Clerk Rosemary DeVito also 

attended.  There were four community members present.  Board president  

David M. C. Stern and Board member Michael Bianchi were unable to attend.  

 

I. CALL TO ORDER               

Board vice-president Anish Nanavaty called the meeting to order at 8:01 A.M.  

 

At 8:08 A.M. David Chao made a motion to adjourn the public meeting and to 

begin Executive Session to discuss negotiations and personnel matters.   

Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

At 8:21 A.M. Jennifer Darger made a motion to readjourn to public session.   

Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

At 8:24 A.M. Jennifer Darger made a motion to adjourn the public meeting and to 

return to Executive Session to discuss personnel matters.  Jonathan Faust 

seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

At 8:30 A.M. Jonathan Faust made a motion to readjourn to public session.  

Jennifer Darger seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve the Regular Meeting minutes for  

June 14, 2016 and the Regular Meeting minutes for June 21, 2016 respectively.  

Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

III. APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT 

Brian Yarrington made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for  

May 2016.  Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved 

unanimously. 

 

IV. RECOGNITION OF COMMUNITY 

Anish Nanavaty welcomed community member Lisa Wexler and newly-elected 

Board members, Ken Orce, Alec Clarke, and Judy Seiff to this morning’s 

meeting. 
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V. ACCEPTANCE OF GIFTS 

Victoria Kniewel asked the board to accept the monetary gifts from the Edgemont 

PTSA, the Edgemont PTA, and an Anonymous Donor as listed with gratitude and 

appreciation. 

 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to accept the gifts as listed by the Superintendent 

of Schools with gratitude and appreciation.  Jonathan Faust seconded the motion 

and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 Edgemont PTA (Total Gift $1,690.26) 

o Requested for Wall Maps, a Flat Screen TV, Caring Citizens Coupons, 

a Replacement Refrigerator for a kindergarten classroom and a File 

Cabinet 

Seely Place School 

RESOLUTION 

15-587 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts, with great appreciation, a gift in the amount of 

$1,690.26 from the Edgemont PTA requested for wall maps, a flat screen TV, 

Caring Citizens Coupons, a replacement refrigerator for a kindergarten classroom 

and a file cabinet, Seely Place School. 

 

 Edgemont PTSA (Total Gift $5,155.00) 

o $1,675.00 Requested for Robotics—activities support 

Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School 

o $3,480.00 Requested for Customized Planners-Seventh and Eighth 

Grades 

Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School 

RESOLUTION 

15-588 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts, with great appreciation, a gift in the amount of 

$1,675.00 from the Edgemont PTSA requested for Robotics—activities support 

and $3,480.00 from the PTSA requested for Customized Planners for the seventh 

and eighth grades, Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School. 

 

 Anonymous Donor 

o $500 Requested for the benefit of students in 

Seely Place School 

RESOLUTION 

15-589 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education accepts, with great appreciation, a donation in the amount 

of $500.00 Requested to be used for the benefit of students in Seely Place School. 
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VI.    SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

None  

 

Jonathan Faust made a motion to approve the Personnel Items as listed by the 

Superintendent of Schools save Personnel Item A. 1.4 which was motioned 

separately and all Student Services Items as listed by the Director of Pupil 

Personnel Services and all Business Items as listed.  Jennifer Darger seconded the 

motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

VII. NEW BUSINESS   

A. Personnel 

1.   Appointments 

1.1 Marisa Bertone, Probationary Elementary Teacher,  

Seely Place School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-590 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the probationary appointment of Marisa Bertone 

as follows: 

 

 Tenure Area:   Elementary Teacher 

 Date of Commencement: September 1, 2016 

 Date of Expiration:  June 30, 2020 

 Certification:   Childhood Education (Grades 1-6) 

Salary for 2016-2017 M, Step 1 (Amount to be determined due to 

contract negotiations) 

   

1.2 Naoko Wach, Leave Replacement Teacher,  

Seely Place School 

RESOLUTION 

15-591 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of Naoko Wach, 

Leave-Replacement Teacher, at a salary of M, Step 1 (exact salary amount to be 

determined due to contract negotiations), effective September 1, 2016 through  

June 30, 2017. 
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1.3 Senior Options Mentors,   

Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School 

RESOLUTION 

15-592 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of the following individuals as 

additional Senior Options Mentors, for the 2015-2016 school year, at the 

contractually approved per-period rate:   

 

 Art Nelson (1) 

 Brian Rappelfeld (1) 

 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve the summer school appointments for 

the Intensive Communication Achievement Program (ICAP) as listed.  

Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

1.4 Summer School Appointments, Intensive Communication Achievement 

Program, (ICAP)  

RESOLUTION 

15-593 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of the following personnel for 

the Intensive Communication Achievement Program (ICAP) for the period of  

July 1, 2016 through August 11, 2016 from 8:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. at the stipends 

as listed:  

  Brooke Schulthess (Teacher)   $17,970.72 

  Laura Rhuda (Teacher)   $  9,284.06 

  Maria McKee (Teacher Assistant)  $  4,707.43 

  Elizabeth Paese (Teacher Assistant)  $  4,521.97 

  Nicole Gannon (Teacher Aide) 

  Ailin Walsh (Teacher Aide) 

  Michele Morgese (Teacher Aide) 

 

o Nicole Gannon will receive an hourly rate of pay at Step 9, $21.24 plus a 

special education stipend of $3.57 per hour. 

o Ailin Walsh (Teacher Aide) 

Ailin Walsh will receive an hourly rate of pay at Step 2, $17.02 plus a 

special education stipend of $3.57 per hour. 

o Michele Morgese (Teacher Aide) 

Michele Morgese will receive an hourly rate of pay at Step 2, $17.02 plus 

a special education stipend of $3.57 per hour.  
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1.5 Regina DeNatale, Sixth Grade Camp Co-Director, 

(Retroactive Appointment) 

Greenville School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-594 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education retroactively approves the appointment of Regina 

DeNatale as the 2015-2016 Sixth Grade Camp co-director at a stipend of 

$1,904.50.   

 

1.6 Julia Giustiani, Change in Appointment, Four-Day Substitute Teacher 

Seely Place School 

RESOLVED 

15-595 

RESOLUTION: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves a change in assignment for Julia Giustiani from  

Four-Day Substitute Teacher to per diem Substitute Teacher, at the per diem rate 

of $100 for each day worked, effective September 7, 2016 through December 15, 

2016.     

 

1.7 Extracurricular Dance Club Advisor Position (Correction),  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-596 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the superintendent of schools, 

the Board of Education approves the following correction for the extra-curricular 

Dance Club advisor position to reflect shared responsibilities.  The stipends for 

this position are as follows: 

 

  Lauren Moore (50%)  $669 

  Danielle Schaare (50%) $669  

 

1.8 Matthew Butterworth, Head Custodial Worker, (Permanent Appointment),  

Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School  

RESOLUTION 

15-597 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of Mathew Butterworth as a 

Permanent Head Custodial Worker (EHS), at a salary of $62,889 (Step 6), 

effective July 1, 2016, subject to successful completion of a twelve month 

probationary period.   
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1.9 Roberto Principe, Special Projects,   

Edgemont Jr./Sr. High School (Summer Appointment) 

RESOLUTION 

15-598 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the summer appointment of Roberto Principe for 

special projects, at a salary of $23.50 per hour, effective July 5, 2016 through  

September 2, 2016. 

 

2. Resignation  

2.1 Stefanie Blanco, Speech-Language Pathologist 

 Greenville School 
 

RESOLUTION 

15-599 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the resignation of Stefanie Blanco, Speech-

Language Pathologist, Greenville School, effective June 30, 2016.    
 

3.  Part-Time Bus Drivers: 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-600 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of Ennio Ranallo and Teresa 

Roane as Part-Time Bus Drivers, effective July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, at 

a salary of $22.50 per hour, with a two-hour minimum of time earned for each 

appearance to drive the district school bus. 

 

4. Back-up Responders: 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-601 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education appoints Danny Macchia and Joseph Cipriano as Back-up 

Responders, for the period of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 at a stipend of 

$3,000 each.   
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5. Back-up Bus Drivers: 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-602 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education appoints Joseph Cipriano and Andrea Falco as Back-up 

Bus Drivers, for the period of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 at a stipend of 

$2,100 each.  

 

6.  District Vehicles and Small Engine Repairers: 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-603 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education appoints Jaime Flores, Gerardo Santiago, Andrea Falco, 

and Joel Delgado as District Vehicles and Small Engine Repairers, for the period 

of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017 at a stipend of $1,500 each. 

 

7.  Summer Substitute Cleaners 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-604 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointments of Marc Ficuciello, Corey 

Cooper, Nathaniel Acevedo, Chang Young Kim, Nicolas Langiulli, and Luis 

Reyes Torres as Summer Substitute Cleaners, at a salary of $13.75 per hour, 

effective July 5, 2016 through September 2, 2016. 

 

Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve an additional summer school 

appointment for the Intensive Communication Achievement Program (ICAP).  

Jonathan Faust seconded the motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Walk-In-Item 

8.  Matthew Muranelli, Teacher Aide, Intensive Communication 

Achievement Program (ICAP) Summer Program 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-605 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the appointment of Matthew Muranelli, Teacher 

Aide, Intensive Communication Achievement Program (ICAP), effective 

July 1, 2016 through August 11, 2016 from 8:30 A.M. to 1:30 P.M. with the 

stipend as listed: 

 

o Matthew Muranelli will receive an hourly rate of pay at Step 1, plus a 

special education stipend of $3.57 per hour. 
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Jennifer Darger made a motion to approve the retroactive appointment of 

Lori Hudson, Teacher Aide, Seely Place School.  Jonathan Faust seconded the 

motion and the motion was approved unanimously. 

 

9.  Lori Hudson, Teacher Aide, (Retroactive Appointment) 

 Seely Place School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-606 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

The Board of Education approves the retroactive appointment of Lori Hudson, 

Teacher Aide, Seely Place School.  Lori was asked to work one hour each school 

day as a special education aide that began on October 1, 2015 to June 23, 2016.  

The special education stipend per hour is $3.57. 

 

B. Students 

1. Programs/Services for nine (9) CPSE students and sixty (60) CSE  

 students (CPSE and CSE meetings held between April and June 2016) 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-607 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Committee on Preschool 

Special Education/Committee on Special Education, the Board of Education 

arranges for the programs and services as recommended for the nine (9) CPSE 

students and sixty (60) CSE students for meetings held between April and 

June 2016. 
 

 C.   Business 

1. Approval of New Textbook, SCIENCE EXPLORER-Cells and Heredity, 

Prentice Hall Donald Cronkite, Ph.D. 

Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-608 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the use of the following textbook: 

 

 Title:  SCIENCE EXPLORER-Cells and Heredity 

 Author(s): Donald Cronkite, Ph.D., Prentice Hall 
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2. Authorization to dispose of Broken Equipment (printers)  

Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-609 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education authorizes the disposal of broken equipment as listed 

below.  The cost for repair and service for the equipment exceeds the cost of 

replacement.  
 

Printers (Photo Room) 
MANUFACTURER MODEL # CONDITION EHS TAG 

Epson Printer Stylus 1400 Broken 13933 

 

Epson Printer Stylus 1400 Broken 14298 

 

3. Authorization to dispose of Broken Equipment (high jump mats)  

Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-610 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education authorizes the disposal of high jump mats.  Due to age and 

exposure, these mats have degraded beyond repair and can no longer be 

recommended for safe use. 
 

4. Approval of Contract for Health and Related Services for  

Private School Students  Public School of the Tarrytowns 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-611 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the 2015-2016 Contract for Health and Welfare 

Services with the Tarrytown School District for seven (7) Edgemont resident 

students attending The Hackley School or Transfiguration School in Tarrytown at 

a total cost of $4,607.19. 
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5. Authorization to Enter into Contract with The Chinese School of 

Southern Westchester for 2016-2017 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-612 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education authorizes Victoria S. Kniewel as Superintendent of the 

Edgemont Union Free School District to sign the contract with the Chinese 

School of Southern Westchester at a fee of $23,458 for the 2016-2017 fiscal year. 
 

6. Approval of Transfer of Funds to the Certiorari Reserve  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-613 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education hereby appropriates a sum not to exceed $900,000 to be 

transferred from the General Fund to the Certiorari Reserve following receipt of 

the audit for the year ending June 30, 2016. 
 

7. Approval of Transfer of Funds to the Employees’ Retirement Reserve  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-614 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education hereby appropriates a sum not to exceed $900,000 to be 

transferred from the General Fund to the Reserve for the Employees’ Retirement 

System following receipt of the audit for the year ending June 30, 2016. 
 

8. Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with the  

Teacher Aide Unit 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-615 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Edgemont Teacher Aide Unit of the Civil Service Employees Association Inc., 

Local 1000 AFSCME, AFL-CIO (“CSEA”) and the Edgemont Union Free School 

District as documented. 
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9. Adoption of Purchasing Policy  

 

RESOLUTION 

15-616 

RESOLVED: That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the adoption of the Purchasing Policy as 

presented at the  June 14, 2016 (first reading), June 21, 2016 (second reading), 

and the June 28, 2016 (third reading) public board meetings. 
 

10. Approval of Budget Transfers 

 

RESOLUTION 

15-617 

RESOLVED:  That upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, 

the Board of Education approves the following budget transfer(s): 

 

FROM TO AMOUNT 

1 A2110 120 03 0000 A2110 140 01 0000 $27,000 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 SP Sub Teachers EHS 

 

    2 A2110 120 03 0000 A2110 140 02 0000 $9,800 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 SP Sub Teachers GR 

 

    3 A2110 120 03 0000 A2110 140 03 0000 $24,000 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 SP Sub Teachers SP 

 

    4 A2110 120 03 0000 A2110 130 01 0000 $20,000 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 SP Instr. Salaries EHS 

 

    5 A1620 165 02 0000 A1620 166 00 0000 $2,400 

 

Custodian OT GR Student Services . 

    6 A2110 120 02 0000 A2850 150 03 0000 $15,000 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 GR Instr. Salaries 
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7 A2110 120 02 0000 A2850 150 01 0000 $33,000 

 

Instr. Salaries 1-6 GR  Instr. Salaries 

 
    8 A9060 800 00 0000 A1380 400 00 0000 $30,000 

 

Health Ins. Program Fiscal Agent Fees 

 

    9 A9060 800 00 0000 A2010 405 00 0000 $3,000 

 

Health Ins. Program Consultants 

 

    10 A9060 800 00 0000 A2010 490 00 0000 $6,000 

 

Health Ins. Program BOCES Services Coser 

 

    11 A2255 150 02 0000 A2255 150 01 0000 $4,000 

 

Inst. Service Resource Room GR Inst. Service Resource Room HS 

 

    12 A2255 150 02 0000 A2255 160 00 0000 $4,000 

 

Inst. Service Resource Room GR Teacher Aides DW 

 

    13 A5540 452 00 0000 A5510 160 00 0000 $2,000 

 

Trans-Private Regular Ed Non-Instructional Salaries 

 

    14 A9060 802 00 0000 A9065 801 00 0000 $3,500 

 

Health Ins, Admin. Medicare Reimbursement Admin. 

 
    15 A1620 401 01 0000 A1620 491 00 0000 $33,000 

 

Rpr & Ser Contracts EHS BOCES DW Security Cameras 

     16 A1620 401 02 0000 A1620 491 00 0000 $17,000 

 

Rpr & Ser Contracts GR BOCES DW Security Cameras 
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    17 A1620 202 00 0000 A1620 491 00 0000 $50,000 

 

Equip DW BOCES DW Security Cameras 

 

    18 A1620 401 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $7,000.00 

 

Rpr & Ser Contracts GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    19 A1620 401 03 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $3,000.00 

 

Rpr & Ser Contracts SP Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    20 A1620 420  01 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $8,350.20 

 

Natural Gas-EHS Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    21 A1620 420 03 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $6,611.01 

 

Natural Gas SP Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    22 A1620 420 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $25,967.62 

 

Natural Gas-GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    23 A1620 421 01 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $109,632.81 

 

Fuel Oil EHS Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    24 A1620 421 03 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $22,896.10 

 

Fuel Oil SP Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    25 A1620 421 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $8,040.61 

 

Fuel Oil GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 
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26 A1620 424 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $3,742.20 

 

Water GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    27 A1620 430 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $1,500.00 

 

Grounds Impr GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    28 A1620 423 01 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $40,000.00 

 

Electricity EHS Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    29 A1620 423 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $17,700.00 

 

Electricity GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    30 A1620 423 03 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $18,200.00 

 

Electricity SP Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    31 A1620 425 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $15,589.12 

 

Telephone DW Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    32 A1620 427 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $26,079.30 

 

A & E Services Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    33 A1620 431 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $4,000.00 

 

Trash Removal DW Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    34 A1620 431 01 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $4,000.00 

 

Trash Removal EHS Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 35 A1620 431 02 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $8,670.00 

 

Trash Removal GR Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 
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    36 A1620 431 03 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $4,470.00 

 

Trash Removal SP Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    37 A1620 432 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $5,854.00 

 

Roofing Improvements Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    38 A1620 525 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $5,674.76 

 

Electrical Supplies Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    39 A1620 529 00 0000 A1620 401 00 0000 $4,055.67 

 

Vehicle Supplies Rpr & Serv Contracts DW 

 

    40 A1620 526 00 0000 A1620 521 00 0000 $3,248.69 

 

Plumbing Supplies Building Supplies 

 

    41 A1620 202 00 0000 A1620 523 00 0000 $3,000.00 

 Equipment DW Sanitary Supplies  
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Anish Nanavaty announced the next regular board meeting to be held on  

Tuesday, July 5
th

 together with the Reorganization Meeting.   

 

 

VIII. SCHEDULE OF MEETING  

 

     07/05/16 Board of Education Reorganization and Regular Meeting 7:00 P.M.* 

   Executive Session before Regular Meeting 

   Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School LGI 

 

 

*Please note that all regularly scheduled evening Board meetings will be called to 

order at 7 P.M. in the Edgemont Jr.-Sr. High School Library.  There will then be 

an immediate adjournment to Executive Session with a readjournment to public 

session in the LGI at 8:15 P.M. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




