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Web Accessibility 
By law, all DOE websites must be 

accessible by certain deadlines. All 

pages on the main DOE sites and 

the InfoHub must be accessible by 

December 31, 2019. School 

websites must show progress 

toward accessibility by December 

31, 2020. 

A recent DOE Accessibility Report 

showed 33 District 75 Schools with 

websites averaging 24 errors/

alerts per page for an accessibility 

score of C. That’s better than most 

in the DOE but still well below where 

it should be. 

Here is some more info on web 

accessibility to get busy making it 

better. Check out the NYCDOE Web 

Accessibility Info Page for a broad 

overview of what’s necessary. The 

2019 City of New York Digital 

Accessibility Report will let you know 

where we stand. 

EVENTS & TRAINING 
• Website Accessibility Summit - 

various platform providers 

demonstrate what they provide - 

Nov 5th (Election Day), Wagner 

Middle School (registration) 

• DigIn Camps - working sessions 

on multiple evenings in Oct., Nov., 

or Dec., check out the agendas, 

slides, & resources. 

• Microsoft: Empower Classroom 
Accessibility & Equity - Oct. 18th, 

Nov. 14th, and Dec. 13th 

For more information contact 

DigitalAccessibility@schools.nyc.gov 
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P3 /RASPBERRY PI 

Learn about computer 
science through building your 
own computer systems with 
students.

P3 / STEM CALENDAR 

See what is going on in the 
world of STEM education.

P4/ D75 SUBSCRIPTIONS  

You have access to a number 
of resources, but did you 
know it?.

P2 / ISTE STANDARDS 

How can we best impact 
student needs?

STEMConnect
District 75
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Skill of the Month 
ISTE Standards 
The International Society for 

Technology Educators (ISTE) just put 

out their new Standards for 

Coaches which makes this the right 

time to go over all the new ISTE 

standards. Their standards for 

students, educators, coaches, and 

administrators have become 

adopted by every U.S. state with 

several already adopting the new 

standards beginning in 2016. So 

let’s dig in. 

STUDENTS 

The Student Standards reflect the 

need to prepare modern students 

and empower their voices to thrive 

in what is now the conceptual age. 

The standards, seen to the right 

cover being an empowered learner, 

digital citizen, knowledge 

constructor, innovative designer, 

creative communicator, and global 

collaborator. You can learn how to 

use the standards in the classroom 

with the ISTE Standards for 

Students ebook. 

EDUCATORS 

To help students become those 

empowered learners, teachers can 

check out the educator standards. 

Educators should be effective 

learners, leaders, citizens, 

collaborators, designers, facilitators, 

and analysts. New professional 

development resources are 

available. 

COACHES 

These updated coaching standards 

reflect the pivotal role that coaches 

play as they work with educators 

and leaders to transform learning 

and teaching. The new standards 

include the concepts of change 

agent, connected learner, 

collaborator, learning designer, 

professional learning facilitator, 

data-driven decision-maker, and 

digital citizen advocate. 

EDUCATION LEADERS 

The education leader, formerly 

administrator, standards are 

updated to recognize the variety of 

leadership roles to guide and 

empower teachers and create 

meaningful opportunities for student 

learning. 

They’re 

focused 

on some 

equity and 

citizenship 

advocacy, 

visionary planning, 

empowering leadership, systems 

design, and connected learning. 

FURTHER LEARNING 

They are also working with CSTA to 

create new standards for computer 

science educators as well. You can 

connect with other educators in the 

ISTE Standards Community or delve 

further in their online Digital 

Learning Pathways which will give 

you lesson plans, walk you through 

scenarios, help you build 

implementation plans. If you feel like 

you are strongly demonstrating the 

standards in your classroom already 

you can seek to become an ISTE 

Certified Educator including 

opportunities in New York City in 

December and Februrary. 
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App of the Month 
OYOclass is an online computer science and STEM 

program that offers several programs for youth 

professional development including KidOYO. That system has 

become massively popular across Long Island helping students who 

learn to code develop valuable problem-solving skills that can help 

them later in life. 

The Key to its success is that provides computer science 

instruction across a broad range of levels with unlimited feedback from live mentors. You can guide students through 

complete courses or individual challenges where they earn badges as they go and receive help we needed even if you 

can’t provide it. Students can learn basic coding, advanced CS skills, and game development across 6 learning paths, 

50+ courses, 120+ challenges and over 100 badges that allow for interactive peer learning.

https://kidoyo.com
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-students
https://id.iste.org/connected/resources/product?ID=4073&ChildProduct=4074
https://id.iste.org/connected/resources/product?ID=4073&ChildProduct=4074
https://id.iste.org/connected/resources/product?ID=4073&ChildProduct=4074
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-educators
https://info.iste.org/iste-digital-learning-pathways?_ga=2.223710751.580475716.1545445923-735773490.1545445923
https://info.iste.org/iste-digital-learning-pathways?_ga=2.223710751.580475716.1545445923-735773490.1545445923
https://info.iste.org/iste-digital-learning-pathways?_ga=2.223710751.580475716.1545445923-735773490.1545445923
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-coaches
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-education-leaders
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-education-leaders
https://www.iste.org/standards/for-education-leaders
https://www.iste.org/standards/computer-science-standards-update
https://www.iste.org/standards/computer-science-standards-update
https://www.iste.org/standards/computer-science-standards-update
http://community.iste.org/communities/community-home?CommunityKey=cab064c9-11bd-4e9f-a89c-1cda5754da9a&_ga=2.187907631.60774128.1539677361-833016173.1539677361
https://info.iste.org/iste-digital-learning-pathways?cta=home-1&amp;_ga=2.252129743.717035344.1539859488-1849148269.1539859488&_ga=2.173143715.1891607276.1571833908-1329499484.1544205597
https://info.iste.org/iste-digital-learning-pathways?cta=home-1&amp;_ga=2.252129743.717035344.1539859488-1849148269.1539859488&_ga=2.173143715.1891607276.1571833908-1329499484.1544205597
https://www.iste.org/learn/iste-certification
https://www.iste.org/learn/iste-certification
http://www.nyscate.org/about-us/iste-certification-program
mailto:sarnold2@schools.nyc.gov?subject=
https://kidoyo.com
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Raspberry Pi Computers 
The Raspberry Pi is an inexpensive 

micro computer that can plug 

into a monitor or TV. It is a 

pretty capable device in a tiny 

package that really lets techies 

young and old dig into the real 

hardware of computing. But their 

new Raspberry Pi 4 takes it even 

further more RAM, more ports, and 

more capabilities for less than $40! 

But if that seems like too open and 

complicated, there are Raspberry Pi 

based laptop kits that will take you 

through a whole series of related 

activities and 

lessons with 

you and your 

students. 

Here are two 

we’ve used. 

Pi-Top 
The pi-top [3] is 

a constructible 

modular laptop that allows people to 

learn to code, build devices, and 

create their own digital world. It 

comes with an Inventor’s Kit filled 

with a breadboard and related 

components to let students invent 

robots, music, and more. 

The Polaris OS links creators 

to all the other apps. The 

pi-topCODER allows 

students to delve into 

coding projects from basic 

lighting of an LED to full on 

application building. For those not 

quite at that level they can code with 

Scratch. 

For even more fun kids can play in 

the CEEDuniverse to solve puzzles 

that teach programming skills which 

can ultimately even be converted to 

Python code. And a personal 

favorite is Minecraft PI Edition 

where students can learn inside of 

Minecraft to write Python code and 

build with their breadboard through 

Minecraft visualizations of the 

project. All of it can be controlled 

through the pi-topCLASSROOM 

management system. 

There is also the pi-topCEED 

which is a smaller less expensive 

option, and they also have a brand 

new pi-top [4] set to be released in 

December  with a set of 14 

programmable components. 

Kano 
Kano also has their own Raspberry 

Pi based Computer Kit that 

students can build, code, and create 

with. It is geared towards younger 

students with a more permanent 

build kit and begins automatically 

with Scratch based coding. They 

have a wide variety of playful apps 

that include digital painting, music 

making, scientific tracking, video 

game creation, and Minecraft 

challenges also.  

Their free community, 

Kano World, gives 

children place to 

find inspiration and 

remix other 

ideas. They 

also have 

touch-screen 

options, Windows 10 

PCs, and playful versions with Harry 

Potter, Star Wars, or Frozen games 

powered by Kano OS and apps. They 

also have expandable devices like a 

Pixel Kit and a Motion Sensor Kit. 
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Oct. 26th 

CS4All Hispanic Heritage Celebration 

————————————— 

Oct. 28th, Nov. 18th, 20th 

DigIn Camp 

————————————— 

October 29th 

Teq Digital Teacher Certification 

————————————— 

October 29th 

Apple After Hours 

————————————— 

October 30th 

Google Education Group Meetup  

————————————— 

October 30th 

 Citizenship in the Digital Age 

————————————— 

November 1st 
Math for Living, Learning, & Earning 

————————————— 

November 2nd 
CSEd Week Training 

————————————— 

November 4th 
Smartboard Refresher 

————————————— 

November 5th 
Website Accessibility Summit 

————————————— 

November 5th 
iZone/iLearn Innovation Institute I 

————————————— 

November 5th 
Expore + Tour STEM Connections 

————————————— 

November 6th 
Digital Without Borders: A11y 

————————————— 

November 8th 
BrainPOP Digital Citizenship 

————————————— 

November 13th 
Everyone Can Code 

————————————— 

November 16th 
Pond Ecology, NGSS, & Beyond 

————————————— 

November 20th & December 6th 
Ready Player One: Digital GBL

CalendarSTEM
District  75
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https://iteachnyc.net/2019/10/18/chancellors-pd-day-explore-tour-stem-connections-in-object-conservation/
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Skill of the Month 
District Subscriptions 
District 75 has subscriptions to 

several digital resources. Here is a 

brief overview of those provided by 

the STEM Department.  

BRAINPOP 

You may know BrainPOP as the fun 

robot movie site, and it is an 

amazing way to introduce a student 

to or further their understanding of 

a variety of topics. It is capable of so 

much more though. Students can 

create their own visualizations, 

movies, and begin coding. Not of 

that or even individualizing quizzes 

and differentiating material is 

possible without an 

individual account 

Schools that have a 

subscription to 

BrainPOP also get a 

special code for 

teachers to set up a MyBrainPOP 

individual account. The codes are 

individual per schools. If you don’t 

know that info, reach out to your 

tech person or to the STEM 

Department. contact BrainPOP to 

get it. Once you have that code and 

are ready to get started you can set 

up classes, connect student 

accounts, create assignments, 

make assessments, save your 

creations, make unique quizzes, 

enable ESL placement tests, and 

track student progress (i.e. grades). 

You can access BrainPOP’s training 

materials and BrainPOP 101 

provides a personalized online 

training. For more information look 

at what’s new with BrainPOP. 

DISCOVERY EDUCATION 

Discovery Education offers a variety 

of resources for science, social 
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https://www.brainpop.com/
https://educators.brainpop.com/contact-us/
https://educators.brainpop.com/tools-on-brainpop/getting-started-with-my-brainpop/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/brainpop-setting-class/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/brainpop-setting-class/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/assessment-with-my-brainpop-for-brainpop-jr/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/creating-assignments-brainpop/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/creating-assignments-brainpop/
https://educators.brainpop.com/video/tracking-student-activity-brainpop/
https://educators.brainpop.com/giving-a-workshop/
https://educators.brainpop.com/giving-a-workshop/
https://www.brainpop.com/brainpop101/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/07/24/whats-new-at-brainpop/
https://www.discoveryeducation.com
mailto:sarnold2@schools.nyc.gov?subject=
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studies, and now math and literacy 

as well. There are the videos, digital 

textbooks, interactive games, virtual 

field trips, virtual labs, and project-

based learning activities designed to 

help you dive deeper into a topic. 

When you’re ready, head to the site 

type in the code 7793-1C66. You 

can also use the Discovery 

Education’s Slides to help train your 

staff.  

FLOCABULARY 

Flocabulary added several new 

features last year and redesigned 

their instruction process. Now 

they’re redesigning the look of their 

sight and added a few more details 

to make it even more user-friendly. 

We’ve shared before how they are a 

great site that uses hip-hop music 

to teach content and why music 

instruction is so crucial. One of our 

favorite things about Flocabulary, 

apart from the sick beats, is their 

commitment to built-in accessibility 

features on their site to make it 

worthwhile for all learners. 

You can learn more information or 

sign up with this link. Here also are a 

few Flocabulary side decks you can 

utilize for training. 

NOTEBOOK 

For all the schools that participated 

in the district purchase there are 

Notebook licenses available. We 

won’t go into all the compelling and 

powerful ways Notebook can be 

used with students, but you can 

learn a great deal more online with 

Teq’s OTIS platform. 

To start here is a link to download 

the new version of Notebook to help 

make your lessons more interactive 

using the boards in the rooms. You 

can find lessons and Notebook files 

at the Smart Exchange. If you feel 

your school was part of the 

purchase and didn’t receive the 

code, please reach out. And if you 

wish to be part of it this coming 

year, please make sure 

to set aside the funds.

INFO & QUESTIONS: SARNOLD2@SCHOOLS.NYC.GOV PAGE  OF 5 5

TECHConnect
District 75

APP/SKILL OF THE MONTH 

We’ll give an overview of an app and 
teach you about a basic tech skill. 

● 

DIGITAL ASSESSMENT 

There are a number of new options 
available to users.

Next Issue
STEM

District  75

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/Generic-Tool-Kit/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/Generic-Tool-Kit/
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/Generic-Tool-Kit/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/08/20/break-it-down-into-manageable-educational-elements/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/08/20/break-it-down-into-manageable-educational-elements/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/08/20/break-it-down-into-manageable-educational-elements/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/12/07/why-schools-need-music/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2017/12/07/why-schools-need-music/
https://braveintheattempt.com/2018/09/16/edtech-updates-2018-a-fresh-face-for-flocabulary/
http://flocabulary.com/access-group-activation/nyc-special-schools-district-75-2
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1t0FATtwEvyFaj2RtpM-pb5kfTpaSwAk_?usp=sharing
https://otis.teq.com
https://education.smarttech.com/products/notebook/download#students
http://exchange.smarttech.com/#tab=0
mailto:sarnold2@schools.nyc.gov?subject=
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