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The 

Treatonian 

Our Principal’s Message 

Dear Parents/Guardians:  

The Principal’s Message page is being dedicated to the class of 2012 and their parents. 
In lieu of my message I asked the students to write one or two sentences that summarize their feelings 
about their experience at the Academy.   
I want each and every one of them to know my life has been so enriched for having known them. 
To the parents, I thank you for sending your children to us.  You have raised amazing children. 
         Sincerely, 
 
     
          
         Theresa Adubato, Principal 
 
“After 9 years of being in RTA, I can honestly say that I’ve made some of my greatest friends, learned 
from some of my greatest mentors, and enjoyed some of my greatest days in this building.  I’ll never 
forget this place and all of the amazing people who influenced me.  CLASS OF 2012 FOREVER!!!!” 
          Nicholas Scott-Hearn 
 
“My times at RTA are memories that will go with me wherever I go. I’ve learned so much in my time 
here and I would never forget the valuable lessons that I’ve experienced.  I love you, Ms. Adubato!  
Thank you for so much! 
          Angelee C. 

 
“Being at Robert Treat Academy has been such an experience. I will never forget my time here.  I love 
all the teachers and staff members who have pushed me to succeed.  I love all of you guys and you’ll 
always have a place in my heart.” 
          Ashley Pena 

 
“You made me strive until the end and never doubted or gave up on me.  I will never forget the memo-
ries I had with you in seventh grade, and I just want to say I’m grateful for you and I love you, Ms. Bur-
gos.” 
          Kiara Rodriguez 
 
“I had a fun time at the Academy and this school was an amazing experience for me. “ 
          Johnathan Morales 
 



Page 2 

“I am going to miss this school because I have been here for a long time.  I will miss everyone because 
they are my family.”          Edgardo Hernandez 
 
“It has been a long 9 years at Robert Treat Academy; and my class has gone through a lot and I will miss 
them deep in my heart. “        Siraj Raheem 
 
“The time I spent at Robert Treat Academy provided me with limitless opportunities and showed me that 
my footprints are capable of reaching the moon. “    Angelica Maury 
 
“I’ve been here for 3 ½ years and I feel like I’ve been here for 9.  When I leave I hope I am remembered 
for my responsible actions and serious expressions. “    Lenin Cruz 
 
“I love RTA not only for what they’ve done for me but what they did to benefit my future.”  
           Christopher Cardona 
 
“Robert Treat is like a home to me; I have been here for 9 years.  I’ve been through the good and the 
bad.  I’m going to miss this school a lot.  I have so many memories here. “ 
           Adrian Mejia 
 
“With all my ridiculous moments and embarrassing times, I can be annoying, but as much as I was a pain 
to my teachers they still loved me. “      Andrew Vazquez 
 
“I hope that when I leave here I will be remembered for my humor, and determination because I would 
remember all of my teachers as great helpers through my nine years here. “ 
           Fernando Hernandez 
 
“Nine years in RTA has made a huge impact in my life.  This school has given me so many beneficial op-
portunities.”          Mina Lanzot 
 
“Our class is best known for singing and we are some pretty good singers.” Joshua Pujols 
 
“Robert Treat Academy was the best experience in my life.  I’ve met great teachers and made long last-
ing friends.  If it wasn’t for this school, I would have never understood the greatness of education as 
much and about the bonds between friends. “     Enmanuel Thomas 
 
“My time at Robert Treat Academy has been a rollercoaster.  I’ve had my ups and downs in this school.  
Overall, I appreciate what the whole staff has done. “    Pedro Santos 
 
“My time at RTA has been enjoyable and the most amazing I could ever imagine to experience. I am go-
ing to miss RTA and my friends and teachers.”     Anabelle Rodrigues 
 
“I’ve had a great nine years here that I will never forget.  I’ve met some wonderful people and have had 
amazing friends.  It’s going to be very difficult to leave everyone, especially my best friend that I love so 
very much.  Everyone here has influenced me in the best possible ways and I thank everyone who has 
been a part of my life for the past nine years.”     Tara Rojas Scott 
 
“It’s all said and done, it’s real, and it’s been fun.”  Being in this school has had its ups and downs, most-
ly ups, which I’ve learned from and I will miss you, Ms. Adubato.”  Emmanuel-Perez 
 
“I have enjoyed these past nine years a lot and am going to look forward to seeing everybody real soon. 
Hope the staff and students have a fantastic summer. “    Nicholas Ayala 
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“The people at RTA were so nice to me for the past nine years and I am glad to have met them. I would 
also like to thank the teachers at RTA who have supported me throughout my journey here.” 
           Briana Martinez 
 
“Life wouldn’t be the same without you and all the memories you have given me.” Here at Robert Treat 
Academy, I have gained great experiences and friends along with memories, and all these will never be 
forgotten. “          Daniel Gomes 
 
“It’s time to say goodbye to all of our good times and bad times we have had at RTA. Throughout all  
these years this school has been considered our home. I want to give a shout out to Jenilee, Asia, Kate-
lynn, Briana, Josue, Edwin, Anabelle, Mina, and Jaylin and everyone else in the eighth grade. “ 
           Nia Tendencia-Correa 
 
“RTA has given me everything and more to prepare for the future, and I will never forget everyone and 
everything, even when I got in trouble.”      Isaiah Corchado 
 
“How lucky I am to have known people who are so hard to say goodbye to.” Brandon Caceres 
 
“RTA is our home; take care of it forever. Keep our school safe and clean, and keep up our good reputa-
tion and a shout out to Jaylin, Asia, Katelynn, Moe, Josue, Edwin, Briana, Nia, Kaylah, Nicholas, and the 
rest of eighth grade. I’M GOING TO MISS YOU ALL!!!! “    Jenilee Jaquez 
 
“Why does it take a minute to say hello and forever to say goodbye.” A big shout out to Ms. Adubato and 
all my friends here at RTA.”        Edwin Ramirez 
 
“I’d like to say thank you for all of the opportunities that Robert Treat Academy gave me and thank all 
the staff for nurturing me for nine years. I want to wish the underclassmen the best and leave my 
memory behind with this, “You all need to be leaders because they are the only people who go far.” 
           Asia Moore 
 
“I would like to thank all the teachers for their support for the past nine years here; they have helped me 
become a better student academically. “      Matthew Aquino 
 
“Even though my time in RTA is ending I’m still going to miss everybody especially all of Mr. Peguero’s 
lectures. Having to sit in the multipurpose room every morning singing the school song is what I’m defi-
nitely going to miss especially talking during morning announcements and getting in trouble for it. “ 
           Krystal Feliciano 
 
“I would like to thank the teachers for helping me through all my years in RTA. I have learned a lot along 
the years, and that will help me succeed in life. I will always have this school in my heart, and will never 
forget my experience in RTA.”       Yaskary Rodriguez 
 
“Robert Treat Academy was the best 9 years of my life; I made amazing bonds with most of the teachers 
and students of all grades. I’m going to miss everyone here and all the morals and life lessons I learned 
from all the experiences that took place here; nothing could have been better than my RTA!” 
           Kaylah Lee 
 
“Robert Treat Academy is a great school; I will miss the school lunch so much! I wish I could take it with 
me.”            Rafael Munoz 
 
“RTA is like a home to me! I had a great experience being in this school. Unfortunately, it will be time to 
go in a couple of days and I will miss everybody in our school, especially, Ms. Adubato, Mr. Trillo, and my 
eighth grade friends. To end, I will never forget you guys.”  Christian Marsette 
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“Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile because it happened.” –Dr. Seuss Katelynn Rodriguez 
 
“I would like to thank the teachers in this school for supporting me. But, I would also like to thank you 
the most Ms. Adubato because if it wasn’t for you we wouldn’t be in this school learning all that  you 
provide for us.”        Josue Solorzano 
 
“I would like to thank the teachers for all of their support and for never giving up on us.”  
          Devin Nunez 
 
“Robert Treat Academy has brought a lot of hard work, stress, and exhaustion through the past nine 
years. However, it has taught me one thing that I feel no other elementary school could have taught 
me, family. Nine years have passed and now the Class of 2012 has been perfected with teachers that 
care about the students and their futures, principals that will never give up on us, and classmates that 
can get along. Everyone in this grade feels like a family member to me, including the ones I may not 
get along with as well as others, whether they’re like a sister, brother, or distant cousin, I love them 
all and it will be hard to leave them; goodbye RTA.”   Maurice Ware 
 
“A black rose in a blue sky signals all goodbyes encumbered in a sky of hellos. Shout out to Asia, Je-
nilee, Katelynn, Edwin, Nicholas, Christian, Josue, Briana, Maurice, and Nia. “J 
          Jaylin Lugardo 
 
“True goodbyes are the ones never said or explained.”    Eric Vega 
 
“Been a good run. Sometimes had fun. But now my time here is done. So goodbye, so long, GOTTA 
RUN.”           Jay Skillern 
 
“Why is it so easy to say hello and almost impossible to say Goodbye?  The answer to this is that when 
you say goodbye, you may never see them again.”   Daniel Shipman 
 
“Transferring here in fourth grade I didn’t know what to expect. Thankfully Robert Treat welcomed me 
with open arms and made me the person I am now. That’s why I’m so grateful for the opportunity to 
have attended this prestigious school. “     Henry Negron Jr. 

 
“The school has prepared me in many ways and when I do get the chance, I would like to visit to see if 
anything has changed.  I would like to give a shout out to people I would, Pedro, Maurice, Gomes, Ms. 
Nardone, and Mr. G my Civics teacher.”     Christian Molina 
 
“These nine years at RTA have been the greatest experience in my life.  I will never forget the friends 
I’ve made and some of the best teachers I’ve met through the year’s” 
          Ahjoni Wilson 
 
“My years at RTA have been a wonderful experience.  My wonderful teachers have guided me the 
whole way.”         Kevin Millan 
 
“My experience here at Robert Treat Academy has been phenomenal.  I will never forget the friend-
ships I’ve made.  I’m leaving here with a lot of wonderful memories.”     
          Raquel Rodriguez 
 

 
-     



June Students of  the Month 
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Anabelle Rodrigues 104 Tiana Barkley 207 Angela Blair 308 

Christian Molina 107 Nicolas Ginorio  208 Dylan Mejia 310 

Mya Andino 201 Nasir Martinez 210 Christopher Cardona Art 

Balthazar Sheehan 202 Briana Washington 301 Kendra Harrel Music 

David Cueva 203 Massa Godbold 302 Calvin Mott Phy.Ed. 

Raphael Castillo 204 Andrew Herrera 303 Katherine Ramos Science 

Sebastian Santiago 205 Jolie Richards 304 Yaskary Rodriguez Tech-
nology 

Rose Martinez 206 Zariah Middleton 306   

North Campus Students of the Month 

Bottom Row:  Andrew 
Herrera, Briana 
Washington, Calvin 
Mott, Angela Blair, 
Dylan Majia and 
Kendra Harel 
 
2nd Row:  Rose 
Martinez, Nicolas 
Ginorio, Tiana 
Barkley, Chriatian 
Molina, Katherine 
Ramos, Sebastian 
Santiago and Mya 
Andino 
 
3rd Row:  Raphael 
Castillo, Yaskary 
Rodriguez, Nasir 
Martinez, Anabelle 
Rodrigues and 
Christopher Cardona 
 
Top Row:  Jolie 
Richards, Balthazar 
Sheehan, Massa 
Godbold, David Cueva 
and Zariah MIddleton 
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Central Campus Students of the Month 
Chukwuemeka  

Ezeonu 
12 Regina Inweh 13 Mia Smith 14 

Isaiah Ahmed 15 Zion Ruffin Music Isamar Martinez Phy. 
Ed. 

Skylar Motley Tech     

Central Connection 
for select students in the 1st – 3rd grades.  Finally, 
we cannot forget Founder’s Day at the end of the 
month.  We look forward to joining the rest of the 
RTA family at the North Ward Center for a fun-filled 
day in honor of the man who made this all possible, 
‘Big Steve”. 
 As the end of the school year approaches, I 
want you to know how rewarding it has been to 
work the parents and students at the Central Cam-
pus.  They have worked hard and demonstrated a 
zest for life and school.  I have witnessed a signifi-
cant amount of maturity in many of our students.  
This will serve them well as they progress onto 
higher grades. 

 Submitted by Mr. Parada, TA and 
Physical Education Teacher 

 The month of June at 
RTA was filled with many excit-
ing activities.  Our first through 
third grade classes have just 
completed the swim program at 
NJIT.  This experience was very 
fulfilling for our students.  On 
June 1st, we traveled over to 
the North Campus to participate 

in Jump Rope for Heart and the Book Fair.  Some 
other interesting news during June includes the 
“Stand and Deliver” program that we are piloting 

 

Bottom Row:   Skylar Motley, Mia 
Smith, Isamar Martinez and 
Regina Inweh 
 
Top Row:  Isaiah Ahmed, 
Chukwuemeka Ezeonu and Zion 
Ruffin 



News from the Art Room 
Submitted by Ms. Winter, North Campus Art Teacher 

 I hope that you attended our Annual Art Show which was held on May 31st. The hallways have 
been decorated with artwork, with art from grades K-3 on the first floor, and grades 4-8 on the stairwell 
and upper floor. This year the major theme for the art show is CHINESE ART. Students from grades 3-8 
learned how to do Chinese style watercolor paintings, and each grade had a different motif. Grades 3 and 
4 painted Carp swimming under Wisteria, which symbolizes wealth, longevity and a successful marriage. 
5th graders painted Panda Bears, which symbolize happiness. Sixth, seventh and eighth graders created 
beautiful hanging scroll landscape paintings, mounted on rice paper and hanging from wooden dowels. 
Another major theme this year for 7th and 8th grade involved learning about graphic design. Students 
learned about various fonts, and designed their own room signs, bookmarks, company logos, radial sym-
metry designs, and more.  
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Spring Concert 
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Submitted by Ms. Corey, North Campus Music Teacher 
 Sincere thanks to all the parents who attended the Spring Concert.  I would also like to thank the 
students who participate in the chorus, band, and jazz band.  The fine work of our students proved to be 
very entertaining as well as enlightening.  Our students do have talent.  Please enjoy the pictures below! 

“We hit the sunny beaches where we occupy 
ourselves keeping the sun off our skin, the 
saltwater off our bodies, and the sand out of 
our belongings. “                                                                   
          Erma Bombeck 
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Jump Rope for Heart 
Submitted by Mr. Ontel, North Campus Physical Education Teacher 

Our 2011-2012 Jump Rope for Heart event was a huge success this year. Between North and Central campus-
es, we raised a record setting $800.00 to help fight heart disease! All of our students fundraising efforts paid off with a 
beautiful day of exercise, music, and fun. This upcoming week, the middle grades will also get to experience Hoops for 
Heart, which involves various Basketball activities. The American Heart Association is extremely proud and appreciative 
of our desire and effort to be "heart heroes".  
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Parent Council Meeting Attendance 
Central and North Campuses 
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Room # AUG. SEPT. OCT. NOV. DEC.  JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY 

301 84% 76% P 36% 64% 68% 56% P 76% 60% 

303 96% 76% a 60% 56% 48% 76% a 52% 88% 

308 84% 89% r 65% 62% 69% 69% r 56% 62% 

310 88% 96% e 65% 66% 64% 72% e 60% 56% 

304 100% 76% n 76% 56% 35% 73% n 58% 65% 

306 83% 79% t 52% 63% 48% 70% t 63% 63% 

302 88% 77%   60% 77% 50% 65%   62% 65% 

203 96% 73% C 60% 73% 65% 56% C 63% 63% 

201 92% 72% o 52% 64% 48% 64% o 68% 56% 

202 83% 79% n 58% 71% 79% 75% n 76% 72% 

205 88% 73% f 96% 54% 44% 56% f 52% 44% 

208 84% 48% e 100% 60% 52% 60% e 44% 68% 

204 66% 54% r 52% 56% 48% 70% r 48% 70% 

206 73% 73% e 21% 63% 50% 46% e 50% 42% 

207 84% 40% n 44% 68% 40% 60% n 60% 80% 

210 60% 48% c 52% 52% 40% 44% c 52% 52% 

104 79% 63% e 50% 42% 52% 57% e 52% 43% 

107 92% 68% s 40% 56% 48% 52% s 40% 60% 

C-13 92% 88%   76% 48% 76% 64%   68% 72% 

C-12 100% 96%   100% 84% 88% 64%   92% 88% 

C-14 92% 86%   76% 72% 88% 80%   88% 76% 

C-15 88% 100%   64% 72% 76% 68%   88% 76% 

                   

                     

Cumulative to Date 86% 74% 100% 62% 63% 57% 63% 100% 62% 65% 



Sixth-grade Jewish Studies Conclude  

Submitted by the Sixth Grade Team 
 Sixth-graders concluded their Jewish studies 
as special guests at a Leadership Symposium held 
at the Metro West Jewish Community Center in 
Whippany. It was sponsored by the Morris Rubell 
Foundation, the same organization that invited us to 
tour the National Holocaust Museum and visit other 
important landmarks in Washington, D.C. back in 
November. 
 Mr. Michael Rubell, director of the foundation 
that bears his father’s name, was so impressed with 
their knowledge and interest in Jewish studies — 
and maturity on that trip — that he invited them to 
participate among an array of high school students. 
Morris Rubell was a Holocaust survivor and the 
foundation was established in his memory to “foster 
tolerance by teaching the lessons of the Holocaust 
through school trips and educational opportunities 
for young people of all races and religions.” 
 The symposium featured detailed and heart-
rending survivor accounts and even a live stage per-
formance based on one survivor’s escape from the 
Nazis.  
 One speaker, John Parker, an officer at a 
maximum security prison, shared with the audience 

how the horror of the Holocaust inspired him to 
try to humanize the prison system to help turn 
inmates away from prejudice, hate, and violence. 
Mr. Parker, also an ironworker and mason by 
trade, devised a way to create cement castings of 
the handprints of Holocaust survivors as a way to 
preserve their memory and provide a way for fu-
ture generations to literally be “in touch” with 
them. 
 The question, “could the Holocaust happen 
again,” was raised and discussed with thoughtful 
input by numerous RTA students. All students in 
attendance vowed they would do their part as an 
“upstander” and defend any oppressed people to 
prevent future genocides or holocausts. 
 The overall experience clearly had an im-
pact on participants. “What the Nazis did (to the 
Jews) was wrong,” said Arthur Shipman, Room 
206. “We should do whatever we can to stop the 
Holocaust from happening again.” 
 “I learned a lot at the Leadership Symposi-
um,” said Desiree Calderon, Room 204. “I liked 
hearing the survivors’ stories and learning from 
them.” 

Sixth grade students, Emmanuel Uzeta, 
Lauren Pannullo, and Jason Alvarado en-
joy a dramatic presentation of the life of 
Holocaust survivor Gina Lanceter, seated 
with them. 
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Jazz Workshop 
Submitted by Ms. Corey, North Campus 

Music Teacher 
 During the months of spring, the fifth and 
sixth grade students were enthusiastically studying 
blues and improvisation at the piano in their music 
classes. Knowledge of basic chord patterns and 
scales enabled them to participate in an interactive 
workshop called Generations of Jazz. Led by vocal-
ist Pam Purvis of the New Jersey Jazz Society, this 

workshop enlightened our students with a history of 
jazz from the heyday of spirituals to modern times. 
Students not only embraced new songs, but also 
rediscovered old ones; many were shocked to find, 
for example, that childhood favorites such as the 
theme song from Sesame Street and "When the 
Saints Go Marchin' In" are jazz examples. Some 
even danced, sang, and played piano onstage! 
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Important Reminder 

  

On June 28th, 2012, our last day of school, we will hold our 

eighth grade commencement at the Sacred Heart Basilica. 

We have always wanted our student body to be part of this most joyous cele-
bration but past venues did not have the seating capacity. 

I am most pleased to announce all of our students from our North and Central 
campuses will take part in this event.  I cannot think of a better way to end 

the school year! 

Out of respect for the graduates, on that day all students will be required to 
wear their full uniform. 

If you have not already done so, please complete the permission slip and return 
it as soon as possible. 

Name Some Famous Inventors! 
Submitted by Ms. Kelley-Kemple,  

Science Teacher 
 The students in grade seven just completed 
a unit on Famous Inventors. Each of the students 
had to complete a research project on an  unusual 
inventor. The students had to create a Power Point 
presentation filled with interesting and fun infor-
mation about an inventor. We learned about people 
who made the first recipe for ice cream, the man 
who invented the escalator, and a woman who in-
vented the windshield wipers. There were 50 
presentations in all. We learned that all of the in-
ventors were curious people who weren't afraid to 
fail. The students completed the project by design-

ing their own in-
ventions. We 
have a lot of clev-
er, creative in-
ventions in grade 
seven. Several of 
the posters are 
displayed outside 
of the science 
room.   

    

Jesse Reno 

invented the 
escalator. 

 

Mary Ander-
son invented 
windshield 
wipers. 



 Submitted by the North Campus 
Fourth Grade Team 

 After working so 
very hard to prepare for 
the NJ Ask 4 math test, 
Ms. Salamone decided 
that her fourth graders 
needed a good laugh.  
So, she asked each of 
her students to submit 
a list of his/her three 
favorite jokes.   She 
chose the top eight 
jokes and read  them to 
the math classes.  Us-

ing a humor index, students rated each joke on a 
scale of zero to ten.  Each student then created a 
bar graph to display the results of the joke survey. 
The top eight jokes are listed in the next column: 

What’s So Funny?    Grade 4 Math Class Conducts a Joke Survey 
1.  Q - Why can’t the music teacher get into the 
classroom?   
A – She left her keys on the piano. 
2. Q -  Why does a golfer bring an extra pair of 
pants to the golf course?  A – In case he gets a 
hole-in-one.  
3.  Q- Why did the cookie go to the doctor?   
A – Because he was feeling kind of crumby. 
4.  Q – What did the judge say when the skunk 
walked into the courtroom?   
A – Odor in the court! 
5.  Q – What do elves do after school?  A – Their 
gnomework. 
6.  Q – How do crazy people go through the forest?  
A – They take the psycho path! 
7.  Q – Why didn’t the skeleton cross the road?  A – 
Because he didn’t have the guts to do it. 
8.  Q – What do you call a fairy that never show-
ers?  A - Stinkerbell 

Rhyme and Rhythm? 
 Submitted by the North Campus 

Third Grade Team 
 The third graders at the North Campus are 
filling their minds with rhyme and rhythm.  Our 
study of poetry has us thinking, laughing, clapping, 
counting, and using our imaginations.  The stu-
dents have been writing various types of poetry 
such as haikus, picture poems, quatrains, couplets, 
and limericks.  Limericks are five-line poems that 
follow a pattern of the rhyme a-a-b-b-a. In other 
words, lines 1, 2, and 5 contain three beats that 
rhyme, and lines 3 and 4 contain two beats that 
rhyme. Since poetry is read differently from ordi-

nary text, the students 
are learning to read 
with both the eye and 
the ear. The power of 
poetry has captivated 
our young poets, and 
we are enjoying devel-
oping our literacy at 
the same time!  
 

However, they look forward to these new chal-
lenges and will, of course, do their very best to 
achieve all of their goals. The Seventh Grade 
Teaching Team has worked hard to instill the val-
ues of personal responsibility and consistent ma-
turity in our students as they move forward. We 
are confident that they understand the im-
portance of these values and will continue to 
demonstrate them. They are also excited for their 
upcoming field trip to Philadelphia on June 15th, 
where they will have the opportunity to examine 
some history up close and personal such as Inde-
pendence Hall, the Liberty Bell, and the interac-
tive Constitution Center. The 7th Grade has done 
a great job! 

7th Graders Preparing to Assume Leadership Role 
 Submitted by the Seventh Grade Team 

 The seventh grade stu-
dents at Robert Treat Academy 
are wrapping up their school 
year having gained a great deal 
of knowledge, skills, and appre-
ciation for what they have 
learned. They are also excited 
to embark on their eighth grade 
school year in which they will 

assume the role of school leaders and examples to 
the rest of the student body. They know that their 
transition to 8th grade will be somewhat difficult 
with new courses to take, new topics to study, and 
the pressure of the high school placement process. 



First Grade Rocks! 
Submitted by the North Campus 

First Grade Team 
 As the year is winding down, the first grade 
reflected on their experiences. Students wrote 
about their favorite memories, new things they 
learned and what they will miss about first grade. 
Their writing was shared with the graduating kin-
dergarten students who were happy to hear about 
all the things they can expect in the upcoming 
year. Here are some examples of our work:  
 
 

First Grade Rocks! 
 First Grade 
Rocks! I like to do 
blending. It is fun 
because you can 
have fun words. It is 
so fun you will not 
believe your eyes. 
We have something 
special. Do you 
know what it is? It is 
Swimmy. He is our 
pet tadpole. The 
teacher feeds him 
and we do observa-
tions about him. We 
also do math. Did 
you know that you 

see shapes all around you? We also do spelling 

tests. You cannot look at someone ‘s paper. First 
grade is a blast.  

Angela Blair Room 308 
 
 

First Grade 
Rocks 

First grade is very 
different from 
Kindergarten. My 
favorite part in 
first grade is 
when we read 
long books. What 
I learned in first 
grade is when we 
learned about 
money because 
you can trade. A 
memory that I 
know from first 

grade is when we went on a trip Space Farm. 
When we went Space Farm we saw a duck, ox, 
alligator, and a kangaroo. First grade is wonder-
ful! 

Kimberly Figueroa Room 310 
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How Convincing Are They? 
Submitted by the Central Campus 

Third Grade Team 
 The 3rd grade students at RTA Central are 
trying their best to be persuasive. They have been 
learning about different purposes for writing. They 
understand that one great way to remember this is, 
"It's as easy as P-I-E!" (P for persuade, I for in-
form, and E to entertain) Well, this month they've 
attempted to write persuasive paragraphs and have 
succeeded in providing reasons and sharing feelings 
on various topics. The students chose their audi-
ence and topic to write about. Many were pretty 
convincing in persuading their parents to buy them 
new pets or toys, persuading the school to have 

recess and less homework, or persuading the gen-
eral public to buy products they would sell. They 
did a good job in 
providing valid argu-
ments and trying to get 
their readers to think 
similarly or to take ac-
tion. Now the question 
is, how convincing are 
they? 



“Reading Buddies” 
Submitted by the North Campus 

Second Grade Team 
Ms. Capuano and Ms. Varella’s classes have 

teamed up for an afternoon a 
week of “Reading Buddies.”  
Reading Buddies is a program 
in which two or more individu-
als read together.  A Reading 
Buddies program can help 
model good reading.  As with 
any skill, reading needs to be 
practiced on a regular basis, 
and with this practice as well 
as modeling, students can im-
prove their skills.   

A Reading Buddies Program allows older 
students the opportunity to develop fluency as well 

Page 17 
  

as a sense of pride in their ac-
complishments.  In addition, 
they often come to see the 
value of reading.  Students 
can not only promote good 
practices but gain self-esteem.  
Reading to younger students 
can help them develop a love 
of reading and a greater mo-
tivation to read.  Younger 
readers also feel a sense of 
accomplishment while they 
build fluency.  Because the program provides suc-
cess in literacy, students often become more posi-
tive about their ability to read and may also im-
prove their reading skills.  Reading Buddies also 
helps students become familiar with one another 
and nurture a mutual interest in reading. 

Andrew Herrera and 
Kamara Robinson 

Jaron Concepcion 
and 

Matthew Padilla 

Sincere Thanks 
Submitted by Mr. Peacock 

 Sincere thanks for the following wonderful parents who made our Book Fair a 
great success.  Mrs. Calderon, Ms. Godbold, Ms. Padilla, Ms. Cowart and Mr. Bryant.  
Could not have done it without them. 

RTA 2nd Graders ‘Mush to the Finish’ in Classroom Iditarod Race 
Submitted by the Central Campus 
Second Grade Team 
 Next year, RTA Central’s 2nd graders will join 
RTA’s upper grade students in running the annual 
“marathon” of preparing for the NJ ASK.  When 
they do, they’ll have a greater appreciation for the 
rigors of this long-distance race after studying an-
other grueling race, the Alaskan Iditarod, as part of 
their Unit on Courage.   
 Like American sports fans everywhere, you 
probably take pride in knowing your races: the Ken-
tucky Derby, Indianopolis 500, America’s Cup, Tour 
de France, Iron Man Triathlon, . . . But you’ve prob-
ably never heard of the “Iditarod,” not to mention 
the “mushers” who run it.  After reading the realis-
tic fiction story “Akiak: A Tale from the Iditarod,” 
our 2nd grade students could tell you all about it.  
They now know that the “Iditarod” is an annual 
1,151-mile sled dog race through the frozen forests 
and rivers of the Alaskan wilderness. Contestants 
began running it 40 years ago to commemorate the 
dog sled teams that carried mail along the race 
route. “Mushers” are the drivers crazy enough to 
race their teams of Huskies through 40 degree be-
low weather, stopping to sleep only 2-4 hours a 

night for 9-10 days, as they compete to see who’ll 
cross the finish line first.  Pack your sled with boo-
ties to protect your dogs’ feet, an axe to chop up 
fallen trees blocking the trail, a headlamp to keep 
you from getting hopelessly lost in a midnight bliz-
zard, and maybe some cheesecake to snack on, 
and you too can be a musher.  Any takers? 
 Our 2nd graders were game for a tamer 
classroom version.  The class split up into teams of 
two to see who could (1) complete a detailed, 10-
day timeline of the dramatic events that took place 
in their “Akiak” text, and (2) place stickers on a 
map marking the mandatory checkpoints where the 
main characters stopped during the course of the 
race.  Points were awarded for speed, accuracy, 
stamina, and cooperation.  Although our classroom 
version required a little less courage than the actu-
al Iditarod, it did challenge our students to visual-
ize the plot of this complicated text.  They learned 
that a timeline is a useful tool for unpacking a de-
tailed sequence of events. They also strengthened 
their knowledge of geography, and sharpened their 
inferencing skills, by plotting the race on a map of 
the actual Iditarod route, and even improved their 
ability to “pull in harness” with a teammate when 
the going gets tough. 



Fifth Graders’ Awesome Animal Projects  
Submitted by the Fifth Grade Team 

 Fifth graders in Rooms 205 and 208 
completed projects about various vertebrates 
and their structural and behavioral adaptations.  
They were required to work individually or with 
a partner to research information and create 

visual representations of their chosen animals.  Com-
pleted projects were proudly presented in class, and 
were displayed outside the classrooms.  It was truly 
an awesome effort on the part of all students to ex-
tend their learning in science class with a culminating 
activity encompassing reading, writing, technology 
and art. 

Amber Ruas Adrian White and Brianna Hawley 

Alejandro Toledo-
Navarro and Eric 

Showers 
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Acrostic Poems in the Kindergarten? 

this past year’s successful high school placement 
process.  Please remember to reach out to Mr. Trillo 
or Ms. Xanthia over the sum-
mer to schedule a meeting to 
discuss the high school op-
tions for your child.  I would 
also like to take this oppor-
tunity to remind the 7th grad-
ers that they will be taking 
the lower level SSAT test on 
Wednesday, June 20th.  There 
are no make-up dates availa-
ble for this test so please be 
sure to send your children to 
school.  Most importantly 
have a safe and pleasant summer; we’ll see every-
body on Monday, August 6th. 
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Home Sweet Home 
Submitted by the North Campus 

First Grade Team  
 The first grade students have been busy 
learning about homes.  We have been investigat-
ing why homes are important, what homes pro-
vide for us, how homes are similar, and how they 
are different.  The first story we read, Homes, 
helped us understand that homes are made from 
different materials.  People build their homes with 
the material they have at hand.  Our second story, 
Homes Around the World, took us out of the 

classroom into the 
homes of many 
countries and cul-
tures.  We learned 
that homes in far 
away places look 
different from the 
homes in our neigh-
borhoods.  We look forward to reading about the 
White House and the many homes that animals 
make.  We are even going to make a home for the 
newest members of our class….butterflies! 

Submitted by the Central and North Campus 
Kindergarten Team 

 The Kindergarten in Central and North 
Campus wrote their first acrostic poem in May. 
They really enjoyed writing a poem and did a fab-
ulous job. The kindergartens put a great deal of 
hard work into writing the best poem they could. 
They started by picking either spring or flowers to 
use as their topic word. They then watched the 
teacher model how to come up with ideas that 
reminded them of the word they chose. They 
came up with some great phrases to use for the 
letters in spring and/or flowers. Many of the chil-

dren put a lot of thought into their poem and really 
personalized it. After they chose what they wanted 
to write for each letter in the word they produced a 
"sloppy copy" of their writing piece. After they con-
ferenced with their 
teacher, they wrote 
their final copy on a 
butterfly or a flower. 
The kindergarteners 
had so much fun writing 
their poem and can't 
wait to write another 
one.  

High School Placement News 
Submitted by Mr. Trillo, V.P. 

 Before we conclude another successful 
school year at The Academy, I would like to thank 
the students, parents, and staff for all of their 
hard work and cooperation from August through 
June.  The year was filled with too many activities 
to list in this short article.  However, I believe it is 
sufficient to say that like any family we ran the 
gamut of emotions this year.  We celebrated our 
achievements both as individuals and as a collec-
tive group; we mourned together over the loss of 
our loved ones; we agreed on many debatable 
topics and at times disagreed, but through it all 
we have grown closer and therefore strengthened 
our educational family.  
 I look forward to working with the current 
7th grade families in the coming year to duplicate 

 

Have a well deserved happy and safe vacation! 



Calendar of Events 
June 22  Friday  Founder’s Day 
      Eighth Grade trip to Dorney Park 
 
June 27  Wednesday  Kindergarten  Promotional Ceremony  at 9:00 AM 
      Eighth Grade Awards Assembly at 1:30 PM 
 
June 28  Thursday  Eighth Grade Graduation at Sacred Heart Basilica at 12 
      noon 
      Last Day of School 
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                                                             SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR 

SCHOOL CLOSING             2012‐2013                             # OF DAYS 

           DATES          2012                                STUDENTS/TEACHERS 

August   3  ORGANIZATION DAY – All Staff Members Report  (8 am) 

    6  School Year Begins for grades 1 through 8 

    13  School Year Begins for Kindergarten Students 

    17  School Closed              

    24‐31  School Closed – End of Summer Recess               13 / 14 

September  1 – 3  School Closed ‐ Labor Day 

    4  School Reopens              19 / 19 

October  8  School Closed – Columbus Day          22 / 22 

November  6  School Closed – Presiden al Elec on 

    15  School Closed – Veteran’s Day 

    16  School Closed – Puerto Rico Discovery Day 

    22‐23  School Closed – Thanksgiving Recess         17 / 17 

December  24 – 31 School Closed – Winter Recess          15 / 15 

2013 

 

January  1  School Closed – New Year’s Day 

2  School Reopens 

    21  School Closed – Dr. Mar n Luther King Jr. Day    21 / 21 

February  15‐18  School Closed – President’s Day Observance       18 /18 

March    29  School Closed – Spring Recess          20 / 20 

April    1‐5  School Closed – Spring Recess 

    8  School Reopens              17 / 17 

May    27  School Closed – Memorial Day Observance        22 / 22 

June    28  Last Day of School – 8th Grade Gradua on        20 / 20  

 

  TOTAL # of Days – STUDENTS              204 

TOTAL # of Day – TEACHERS                205 


