
MERIDIAN CUSD 101 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MINUTES 
TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 2010 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Meridian CUSD #101 Board of Education was called to order 
at 6:00 p.m. by President, Carl Riley. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present included Carl Riley- President, Jill Bosecker – Vice President, 
Warren Jackson – Secretary, Jerri Thurston, Nancy Killius, and Mike Hileman. 
George Floyd was absent. 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 6:06 P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Jill Bosecker to approve 
the agenda with the following additions: to regular session agenda Public 
Comments (Item 5) add the Proclamation for Martez J’Von Larry, add Item 5e 
(Staff Recognition) to Announcements, add Item 10.3b (Approval of 
Transportation Reimbursement for Century School District 100), add Item 10.7 
(Approval of Accountant for 2009-10 school year – FY 10), add Item 10.8 
(McDonalds Golf Scholarship Outing), add Item 10.9 (Approval of Board Policy 
Manual – First Review); add to executive session Item 1.3 (Recommendation to 
Employ), and add Item 2 (Professional Development Request). 
Member Vote:  AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Jill Bosecker, Nancy Killius, Carl Riley, 

Warren Jackson, and Jerri Thurston; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd  

MOTION CARRIED 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS, CORRESPONDENCE, ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Warren Jackson read a Thank You letter from Mr. Lynn Byrd, Cairo School 
District #1, regarding the willing participation in the Inland Waterway Industry 
Career Fair. 
 
MERIDIAN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION (MEA) 

Lawanda Green, MEA President, gave a brief reminder about the MEA/BOE Joint 
Annual Spring Meeting to be held on Thursday, May 27, 2010 from 6-9 p.m. at 
Smiles in Mounds, IL.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 6:09 P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Nancy Killius to go into 
Executive Session for the purpose of: 

Discussion of the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, 
performance, or dismissal of specific employees of the public body or legal 
counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a complaint 
lodged against an employee of the public body or against legal counsel for 
the public body to determine its validity.  (5 ILCS 120/(2)(c)(1) 

Also present for this discussion are: Erma Terry (parent) and Brent Boren (High 
School Principal). 
Member Vote:  AYES: 6 – Nancy Killius, Mike Hileman, Jill Bosecker, Carl Riley, 

Warren Jackson, and Jerri Thurston; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd  

MOTION CARRIED 



 
OPEN SESSION 6:41 P.M. 
A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Nancy Killius to reconvene 
in open session. 
Member Vote:  AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Mike Hileman, Nancy Killius, Carl Riley, 
Warren Jackson, and Jerri Thurston; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd  

MOTION CARRIED 
 

STAFF RECOGNITION  

Jerri Thurston had some good news to share with the Board of Education. Pam 
Pierce, presenter with Debbie Diller and Associates, was at the ROE in Williamson 
County for a training that Ms. Thurston attended. Mrs. Pierce had nothing but 
good things to say about the Meridian School District PreKindergarten Staff and 
their work using the Work Stations. Mrs. Pierce thinks very highly of our staff and 
students and their diligent work utilizing that program. 
 
PROCLAMATION FOR MARTEZ J’VON LARRY 

Dr. Bullock read the Proclamation for Martez J’Von Larry to the Board of 
Education and staff members present.  This proclamation will be presented to 
the family of Martez J’Von Larry on Saturday, April 24, 2010. 
 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA 7:11 P.M. 
A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Warren Jackson to 
approve the consent agenda with the following changes: remove Item 6.1 
(Approval of March 23, 2010 Special Board Meeting Minutes) and Item 6.3 
(Approval of March 16, 2010 Executive Session Meeting Minutes) for corrections 
to be presented at the May 18, 2010 board meeting.  
Member Vote:  AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Warren Jackson, Jerri Thurston, Jill 
Bosecker, Nancy Killius, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
ELEMENTARY/MIDDLE SCHOOL REPORT GIVEN BY FRANK ELLIS, 
PRINCIPAL 

Mr. Ellis gave a brief oral report about the School Improvement Grant Site Visit 
conducted on April 20, 2010 by Marti Woelfle, Illinois State Board of Education 
Representative. Mrs. Woelfle visited different classrooms in the building to see 
how the materials purchased using the School Improvement Grant is being 
utilized.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY BRENT BOREN, PRINCIPAL  

Mr. Boren gave a brief oral report about the School Improvement Grant Site Visit 
conducted on April 20, 2010 by Marti Woelfle, Illinois State Board of Education 
Representative. Mrs. Woelfle visited different classrooms in the building to see 
how the materials purchased using the School Improvement Grant is being 
utilized.  
 
 

 
 



FACILITIES ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY RANDY STARLING, 

MAINTENANCE SUPERVISOR  
Randy Starling gave a brief oral report for Facilities and Maintenance.  Mr. 
Starling reported the boilers are shut down for the summer, the concrete slab 
has been poured, and the lawn care is looking better. The lawn care company is 
getting familiar with the grounds.  
 
TRUANCY REPORT 

It was the consensus of the board to approve the recommendation of Dr. Yvonne 
Bullock, Superintendent, for the Safety Committee to draft a letter regarding 
Truancy (having students out on the street is a safety issue) to the State’s 
Attorney, Donna McCann.  
 
STATE AND FEDERAL PROGRAMS ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY ERMA 

TERRY, PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Ms. Terry gave a brief oral report on the State and Federal Programs regarding 
the Golf Saturday session being offered to the Middle School and High School 
students. There are approximately 25 students signed up.  
 
SPECIAL EDUCATION/HOMELESS ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY IWANDA 

DEBERRY, PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Ms. DeBerry gave a brief oral report on upcoming events: Family Nights on 
Thursday, April 22 and Thursday, May 13, 2010 and Special Olympics Friday, 
April 23, 2010. 
 

CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY DR. 
BULLOCK, SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Bullock gave a brief oral report for Curriculum and Instruction regarding the 
School Improvement Grant Site Visit conducted on April 20, 2010 by Marti 
Woelfle, Illinois State Board of Education Representative.  
 
SUPERINTENDENT ORAL REPORT GIVEN BY DR. BULLOCK, 

SUPERINTENDENT 
Dr. Bullock gave a brief oral report informing the board members that the School 
Improvement Day has been moved from April 28, 2010 to April 30, 2010 due to 
the PSAE testing schedule. 
 
BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 

At this time neither the Finance nor Negotiations committee has anything to 
report. The Policy committee, per Warren Jackson, has to review the updates for 
the policy manual for approval. The Curriculum Council met on March 22, 2010. 
Also in attendance for the Curriculum Council meeting were parents, Tina and 
Teddy Leek. The focus of this meeting was to discuss the grading scale. 
 
BOARD DEVELOPMENT PRESENTATION GIVEN BY JILL BOSECKER 

Jill Bosecker gave a brief board development presentation on board member 
voting and how important it is for accurate recording of member votes. Presenter 
for May will be Jerri Thurston. 
 



TAG – STUDENT LEARNING TRAINING DATE 

It was the consensus of the board to possibly have the TAG training on June 8, 
2010 at 6:00 p.m. Dr. Bullock will inform Deb Larson, Consultant for Illinois 
Association of School Boards, of the board’s decision. 
 
THE HOLLY JACK OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARD 
It was the consensus of the board to nominate Rochelle Perkins, Executive 
Assistant, for the Holly Jack Outstanding Service Award. 
 
FAMILY COUNSELING CENTER GOLF SCRAMBLE 7:50 P.M. 

A motion was made by Warren Jackson and seconded by Mike Hileman for 
Meridian School District not to participate in the Family Counseling Center 2010 
Youth Programs Golf Scramble to be held on Friday, April 30, 2010 but the board 
feels it necessary to keep an open relationship with the Family Counseling Center 
so the district will sponsor a hole at the cost of $30. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE IHSA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 7:53 P.M. 

A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Nancy Killius to approve 
the renewal of the IHSA Membership at no cost to the school district. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Nancy Killius, Mike Hileman, Jerri 

Thurston, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MARION HEARING IMPAIRED STUDENT TUITION 

FOR FEBRUARY/MARCH 2010 7:54 P.M. 
A motion was made by Warren Jackson and seconded by Jerri Thurston to 
approve the Marion Hearing Impaired Student Tuition for February/March 2010 
at a cost of $11,100. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Warren Jackson, Jerri Thurston, Jill Bosecker, Nancy 
Killius, Mike Hileman, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd  
MOTION CARRIED 

 
APPROVAL OF THE TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT FOR PARENT 

7:56 P.M. 

It was the consensus of the board to defer the discussion of this issue to 
Executive Session. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSMENT FOR CENTURY 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 100 7:58 P.M. 

A motion was made by Warren Jackson and seconded by Jerri Thurston to 
approve the Transportation Reimbursement for Century School District 100 at a 
cost of $3,409.56. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Warren Jackson, Jerri Thurston, Mike Hileman, Jill 

Bosecker, Nancy Killius, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

 

 
 

 



 

APPROVAL OF THE HAYDEN FARM SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 7:59 P.M. 
A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Warren Jackson to approve 
Nathan Pfaff as the Hayden Farm Scholarship Recipient. With the amount to be 
determined depending on fund availability. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6–   Jill Bosecker, Warren Jackson, Jerri Thurston, Mike 
Hileman, Nancy Killius, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
APPROVAL OF THE PROPOSED PUBLIC SCHOOL CALENDAR FOR  

2010-11 SCHOOL YEAR 8:03 P.M. 

A motion was made by Warren Jackson and seconded by Mike Hileman to 
approve the Proposed Public School Calendar for 2010-11 school year. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Warren Jackson, Mike Hileman, Nancy Killius, Carl 

Riley, Jill Bosecker, and Jerri Thurston; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 
MOTION CARRIED 
 

APPROVAL OF THE BONDS FOR SCHOOL TREASURER AND 
BOOKKEEPER 8:04 P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Nancy Killius to approve 
the Bond Applications for the School Treasurer, Rochelle Perkins, and 
Bookkeeper, Lori Crow. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Nancy Killius, Jerri Thurston, Warren 

Jackson, Carl Riley, Jill Bosecker; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd   
MOTION CARRIED 

 

APPROVAL OF THE SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT FOR THE 2009-10 SCHOOL 

YEAR (FY 2010) 8:06 P.M. 
A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Warren Jackson to approve 
Beussink, Hey, Roe, Seabaugh, and Stroder, L.L.C. as the school accountant firm 
for the 2009-10 school year (FY 2010). 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Warren Jackson, Mike Hileman, Nancy 

Killius, Jerri Thurston, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd   
MOTION CARRIED 
 

APPROVAL OF THE MCDONALDS GOLF SCHOLARSHIP OUTING 

8:39 P.M. 
A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Nancy Killius to approve 
the district to participate in the 9th Annual Scholarship Golf Outing to be held on 
Friday, July 30, 2010 at Hickory Ridge Golf Course in Carbondale.  The district 
will do a Gold Hole Sponsorship at a cost of $500. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Nancy Killius, Jill Bosecker, Warren 

Jackson, Jerri Thurston, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd   
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 

 
 

 

 



APPROVAL OF THE FIRST REVIEW OF THE UPDATE D BOARD POLICY 

MANUAL 8:12 P.M. 
A motion was made by Warren Jackson and seconded by Jerri Thurston to 
approve the first review of the updated Board Policy Manual. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Warren Jackson, Jerri Thurston, Mike Hileman, 
Nancy Killius, Carl Riley, Jill Bosecker; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd   
MOTION CARRIED 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 8:12 P.M. 
A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Nancy Killius to convene in 
Executive Session for the discussion of: 
1)   the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline,   
      performance or dismissal of specific employees of the public    
      body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing  
      testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the  
      public body or against legal counsel for the public body to    
      determine its validity.  (5 ILCS 120(2)(c)(1); 
Also present for Executive Session were: Randy Starling, Brent Boren, Iwanda 
DeBerry, and Erma Terry.  
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Nancy Killius, Mike Hileman, Warren 

Jackson, Carl Riley, and Jerri Thurston; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd         
MOTION CARRIED 
 
OPEN SESSION 9:59 P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Nancy Killius to 
reconvene in open session.  
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Nancy Killius, Jill Bosecker, Jerri 

Thurston, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 

 

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT THE RESIGNATION OF BEN PAKTER AS HIGH 
SCHOOL ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS TEACHER 10:01 P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Jerri Thurston to accept 
the resignation submitted by Ben Pakter, High School English Language Arts 
Teacher, effective at the conclusion of the 2009-10 school year. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Jerri Thurston, Nancy Killius, Jill 

Bosecker, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
APPROVAL OF THE EARLY RETIREMENT SEVERANCE AGREEMENT FOR 

DEBRA ALDRIDGE 10:02 P.M. 
A motion was made by Nancy Killius and seconded by Jerri Thurston to approve 
the Early Retirement Severance Agreement for Debra Aldridge with a rate to be 
determined by all JAMP Partners involved. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Nancy Killius, Jerri Thurston, Mike Hileman, Jill 

Bosecker, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 
 



APPROVAL OF THE SUPERINTENDENT’S PARTICIPATION IN THE IASA 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT AT NO COST TO THE DISTRICT 10:04 
P.M. 

A motion was made by Mike Hileman and seconded by Jerri Thurston to approve 
the Superintendent, Dr. Yvonne Bullock, to participate in the IASA Professional 
Development at no cost to the district.  
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Mike Hileman, Jerri Thurston, Nancy Killius, Jill 

Bosecker, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 
 
APPROVAL OF RECOMMENDATION TO EMPLOY CORBY HIGHT AS HIGH 

SCHOOL GUIDANCE COUNSELOR FOR THE 2010-11 SCHOOL YEAR  
10:03 P.M. 

A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Nancy Killius to approve 
the recommendation to hire Corby Hight as High School Guidance Counselor for 
the 2010-11 school year at a salary of $56,545. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Nancy Killius, Mike Hileman, Jerri 

Thurston, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 

 
APPROVAL OF THE TRANSPORTATION REIMBURSEMENT FOR PARENT 

10:05 P.M. 
A motion was made by Nancy Killius and seconded by Jerri Thurston to approve 
the transportation reimbursement for parent, Lionel Waddy, in the amount of 
$4,711. 
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Nancy Killius, Jerri Thurston, Mike Hileman, Jill 

Bosecker, Warren Jackson, and Carl Riley; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1 – George Floyd 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

ADJOURNMENT 10:06 P.M. 

A motion was made by Jill Bosecker and seconded by Nancy Killius to adjourn.  
Member Vote: AYES: 6 – Jill Bosecker, Nancy Killius, Jerri Thurston, Mike 

Hileman, Carl Riley, and Warren Jackson; NAYS: 0; ABSENT: 1- George Floyd 
MOTION CARRIED 
 
 
APPROVAL: ____________________ 
 
 
 
______________________________  ___________________________ 
President  - Carl Riley    Secretary – Warren Jackson 



 


