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All use of the Powhatan County Public Schools' computers, computer systems, and technology 
equipment shall be consistent with the School Board's goal of promoting educational excellence by 
facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication. The term computer system includes 
hardware, software, data, communication lines and devices, terminals, printers, CD-ROM devices, tape 
drives, servers, mainframe and personal computers, the Internet and any other internal or external 
network. 
 
Computer/Technology System Use - Terms and Conditions 

1. Acceptable Use. Access to the Division's computer system shall be (1) for the purposes of 
education and research and be consistent with the educational objectives of the school division or 
(2) for legitimate school business. 

2. Privilege. The use of the Division's computer system is a privilege not a right.The technology 
department has the right to request proof that any personal software or music installed on division 
owned devices has been legally obtained.  

3. Unacceptable Use. Each user is responsible for his or her actions on the computer system. 
Prohibited conduct includes: 

● using the network for any illegal activity including violation of copyright or other contracts, 
or transmitting any material in violation of any federal, state or local law. 

● sending, receiving, viewing or downloading illegal material via the computer system. 
● unauthorized or illegal downloading of software or music 
● downloading copyrighted material for unauthorized use. 
● using the computer system for private financial or commercial gain. 
● using file space for storage of personal files or images 
● gaining unauthorized access to resources or entity 
● posting materials authorized or created by another without his or her consent. 
● using the computer system for commercial or private advertising 
● submitting, posting, publishing or displaying any obscene, profane, threatening, illegal or 

other inappropriate material. 
● using the computer system while access privileges are suspended or revoked. 
● vandalizing the computer system, including destroying data by creating or spreading 

viruses by other means. 
4. Network Etiquette. Each user is expected to abide by generally accepted rules of etiquette, 

including the following 
● Be polite 
● Users shall not forge, intercept or interfere with electronic mail messages. 
● Use appropriate language. The use of obscene, lewd, profane, threatening or 

disrespectful language is prohibited. Policies prohibiting sexual harassment and 
discriminatory harassment apply to communications on school division computer 
systems. 

● Users shall not post personal contact information. 
● Users shall respect the computer system's resource limits. 
● Users shall not use the computer system to disrupt others. 
● Users shall not read, modify, or delete data owned by others. 

5. Liability - The School Board makes no warranties for the computer system it provides. The School 
Board shall not be responsible for any damages to the user from the use of the computer system 
including loss of data, non-delivery or missed delivery of information, or service interruptions. The 
School Division denies any responsibility for the accuracy or quality of information obtained 
through the computer system. The user agrees to indemnify the School Board for any losses, 
costs, or damages incurred by the School Board relating to or arising out of any violation of these 
procedures. 

6. Security. Computer system security is a high priority for the school division. if any user identifies a 
security problem, the user shall notify the building principal or system administrator immediately. 
All users shall keep their passwords confidential and shall follow virus protection procedures. 
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Users shall be held accountable for the consequences of intentional or negligent disclosure of 
password information. 

7. Vandalism. Intentional destruction of any part of the computer system through creating or 
downloading computer viruses or by any other means is prohibited. 

8. Charges. The School Division assumes no responsibility for any unauthorized charges or fees as 
a result of using the computer system. 

9. Electronic Mail. The School Division's electronic mail system is owned and controlled by the 
School Division. The School Division may provide electronic mail to aid users in fulfilling their 
duties. Electronic mail is not private. Students' electronic mail will be monitored. The electronic 
mail of staff may be monitored and accessed by the School Division. Unauthorized access to an 
electronic mail account by any student or employee is prohibited. Users shall be held personally 
liable for the content of any electronic message they create. Downloading any file attached to an 
electronic message is prohibited unless the user is certain of that message's authenticity and the 
nature of the file. 

10. Cell Phones and Electronic Devices  
Students may use privately owned electronic devices, including cell phones, for instructional 
activities as authorized by school staff. The unauthorized use of cellular phones (calling or 
texting), and other personal electronic devices during the school day is strictly prohibited.  
 
For students who are authorized to bring their own devices for instruction, the following guidelines 
must be followed: 

● Devices are brought to school at the students’ and parents’ own risk. In the event that a 
privately owned device is lost, stolen or damaged, PCPS is not responsible for any 
financial or data loss. 

● The school division assumes no responsibility for technical support.  The school division 
and school division personnel will not attempt to repair, correct, troubleshoot, or be 
responsible for malfunctioning personal hardware or software. 

● No division-owned academic or productivity software can be installed on personal 
devices. 

● Students who connect to the Internet on personal devices shall use the school’s Wi-Fi 
system only.  Students are prohibited from accessing the Internet using any external 
Internet service, including the device’s 3G or 4G capabilities. 

● No privately owned electronic device may be connected to the PCPS network by a 
network cable plugged into a data outlet. Network access is provided via Wi-Fi access 
only. 

● Student use of personally owned electronic devices during instructional time is allowed 
strictly at the teacher’s discretion. There is no blanket teacher approval for student-owned 
electronic devices; permission to use them is to be granted on a day-by-day basis by 
teachers who plan to use them for instructional purposes.  

● The use of personally owned electronic devices outside of the classroom will be 
determined at the discretion of the Superintendent and School Board. 

● The privately owned electronic device owner is the only person allowed to use the device. 
● The student is expected to come to school each day with their personal device charged 

and ready to use.  The student will not be allowed to charge their device at school. 
● Voice, video, and image capture applications may only be used with teacher or 

administrator permission. 
● Violation of school or division policies, local, state and/or federal laws while using a 

personal electronic device on the PCPS wireless network will result in appropriate 
disciplinary and/or legal action as specified in the Student Handbook and Code of 
Student Conduct, School Board policy as well as by local, state and/or federal law. 

11. Enforcement. Software will be installed on the division's computers having Internet access to filter 
or block Internet access through such computers to child pornography and obscenity. The online 
activities of minors may also be monitored manually. Any violation of these regulations shall result 
in loss of computer system privileges and may also result in appropriate disciplinary action, as 
determined by School Board policy, or legal action.  
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Users will be personally liable for damage caused by intentional misuse of computer equipment. 
Damage caused by intentional misuse of equipment will be charged to the user. 

 
 
Technology Acceptable Use Agreement 
I understand and agree to abide by the Powhatan County Schools' Technology Acceptable Use 
Policy and Regulation. I understand that the School Division may access and monitor my use of 
the computer system including my use of the Internet, e-mail, and downloaded material without 
prior notice to me. I further understand that should I violate the Technology Acceptable Use 
Policy or Regulation, my computer system privileges may be revoked and disciplinary action 
and/or legal action may be taken against me. 
 
 
�� Student �� Staff 

 

�� PHS  �� PJHS  �� PMS  �� FRES  �� 

POCES �� POWES 

 
_________________________________________________________     ____________ 
Signature                 Date 
 
_________________________________________________________ 
Printed Name 
 
 


	Date: 
	Printed Name: 


