
Englewood Public School 

District Social Studies 

Grade 1 

First Marking Period 
 

Unit 1 - All the Places We Can Go 
 

Overview: Students in the first grade social studies program learn about the community they live in and that people live in many different locations 

throughout the state of New Jersey and the world. Students explore the social studies topics of geography, map skills, diverse cultures, and the use of 

reference materials to identify their place in the world. 

 

Time Frame: 30-40 Days 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 Evaluate where we live influences how we live. 

 Apply geographic knowledge and processes in learning about the  

world Comprehend that places can be located on maps and on a globe. 

 
Essential Questions: 

 

Where are you in the world? 

What does your world look like? 

 

 

Standards Topics and Objectives Activities Resources Assessments 

 

6.1.4. B.1  

Compare and 

contrast the type of 

information that can be 

found on different types 

of maps and determine 

when the information is 

useful. 

 

 

 

Topics 

Geography 

Map Skills 

New Jersey Culture 

Objectives 

Students will be able to apply 

the following skills and 

strategies: 

Students will watch a 

short digital video to 

introduce map skills (My 

Map Movie Digital Story).  

 

“Where People Live”-Unit 2 

(A Child’s View). Preview 

unit vocabulary and read 

poem. (R4) 

 

Lesson 1“Where People 

Print 

A Child’s View-Unit 2 

“Where People Live” 

 

Can You Read A Map? 

Rozanne Lanczak 

Williams 

 

We Need Directions, 

Sarah De Capua 

 

Benchmark Assessments: 

• Exact Path  

 

Formative Assessments:  

    To display their                  

understanding of maps and 

direction, students will: 

 Find locations on maps. 

 Create a map of 
the 
park/playground. 



 

 

6.1.4.B.3  

Identify the 

major cities in New 

Jersey, the United 

States and in major 

world regions and 

explain how maps, 

globes and demographic 

tools can be used to 

understand tangible 

and intangible 

differences.  

 

 

 

 

6.1.4. B.4  

Explain how and when 

it is important to use 

digital geographic tools, 

political maps, and 

globes to measure 

distances and determine 

time zones and locations 

using latitude and 

longitude.  

 

 

 

6.3 Active Citizenship in 

the 21st Century:  

All students will acquire 

the skills needed to be 

active, informed citizens 

who value diversity and 

promote cultural 

 

Acquire and apply 

vocabulary associated with 

maps & map skills. 

 

Analyze core concepts such 

as: location & usage of a 

map. 

 

Evaluate how maps and 

diagrams serve as 

representations of places, 

physical features, and 

objects. 

Explore New Jersey 

Geography. 

 

Identify cardinal directions 

and apply them to maps, 

locations in the classroom, 

school, playground, and 

community. 

 

Identify symbols on maps 

that represent places and can 

be used to locate geographic 

features and physical 

characteristics. 

 

Define and locate the North 

and South Poles and The 

Equator. 

 

Define and give examples of 

a continent, mountain, river, 

lake, and ocean. 

 

Live”. After the presentation 

of the lesson and introduction 

to map and globe skills, 

students will view a globe 

and locate the continent of 

North America and the 

United States. (CRP2) 

 

Following a classroom read-

a-loud of Me on The Map, 

students will create a circular 

booklet containing a picture 

of themselves, their school, 

street, city, state, country, 

continent, and planet (Me on 

The Map). 

(RL.1.2) 

 

Students identify how maps 

can be used to understand 

location and directions 

(lessons 1-3 Daily Geography 

Practice Grades 1). 

(9.2.4.A.4) 

 

After a class read-a-loud of 

Can You Read A Map and We 

Need Directions students will 

work in small groups to 

identify and label the parts of 

a map (continents, equator, 

North Pole, South Pole, 

Ocean). (CRP4, 9.2.4.A.4) 

 

After class read-a-loud of 

Looking at Maps and Globes 

Making Maps: Where’s 

the Party? John Burstein 

Me on The Map, Joan 

Sweeny  
 

Looking at Maps and 

Globes, Daily 

Geography Practice 

Grades 1 Evan-Moor 

Educational Publishers 

 

Take It to Your Seat 

Geography Centers 

Grades 1-2, Evan-Moor 

Educational Publishers 

 

Oh, the Places You’ll 

Go! Dr. Seuss 

 

Maps and Globes 

by Jack Knowlton 

 

Web Resources:  

 

You Tube: My Map 

Movie Digital Story.wmv 

by Rachel A. Dempsey 

https://youtu.be/aNcF53A

EPeQ 

 

Map Skills for Elementary 

Students: Spatial Thinking 

in Grades Pre-K to 6: 

https://www.nationalgeogr

aphic.org/education/map-

skills-elementary-students/ 

 

 Identify and label 
the parts of a map. 

 Create a map of 
school and/or class. 

 

Students’ progress will be 

ascertained via oral and 

written class work. 

 

Students will receive a 

grade for participation in 

classroom discussions and 

activities. 

 

 

 Summative Assessments: 

Performance based evaluation 

using rubrics:  Kathy Schrock’s 

Guide to Assessment and 

Rubrics:  

 

http://www.schrockguide.net/ass

essment-and-rubrics.html 

 

Portfolio of student work 

 

Oral presentations 

 

Alternative Assessments: 

Self-evaluation, Peer evaluation 

 

Types of Assessments: 

https://www.teachthought.com/p

edagogy/6-types-assessment-

learning 

 

https://youtu.be/aNcF53AEPeQ
https://youtu.be/aNcF53AEPeQ
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/map-skills-elementary-students/
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/6-types-assessment-learning
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/6-types-assessment-learning
https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/6-types-assessment-learning


understanding by 

working collaboratively 

to address the challenges 

that are inherent in 

living in an 

interconnected world.)  
 

Identify similar and different 

cultural groups that live 

together in world 

communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students will use a digital 

atlas to find a variety of 

locations on a map. (8.1.2.E.1)  

 

Students will create a living 

compass rose in order to 

identify and use cardinal 

directions (Cardinal Corners). 

(CRP8) 

 

After class read-a-loud of 

Making Maps: Where’s the 

Party- students will work in 

small groups to create a map 

of their classroom or a map of 

their school using symbols, 

cardinal directions, and 

diagrams. (9.2.4.A.4, RL.1.2) 

 

Lesson 2 “Where People 

Live”- After the presentation 

of the lesson, students will 

take a digital field trip to the 

Great Smokey Mountains 

National Park. (8.1.2.E.1) 

 

Lesson 3“Where People 

Live”- After the presentation 

of the lesson, students will 

draw a picture of a form of 

transportation in their 

community. (RL.1.2) 

 

After reading Dr. Seuss book, 

Oh, the Places You’ll Go! 

students will create a hot-air 

balloon celebrating New 

Video: Learn About 

Maps: Symbols, map 

Keys, Compass Rose: 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=dp8VOG8Cgag 

 

Additional resources: 

 

Follow That Map! A First 

Book of Mapping Skills by 

Scot Ritchie 

 

Children’s Picture 

Atlas by Ruth 

Brocklehurst 

 

Maps by Aleksandra and 

Daniel Mizielinski  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dp8VOG8Cgag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dp8VOG8Cgag


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amistad:  

Students will gain an 

understanding of the basic 

cardinal directions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jersey and identify the key 

locations and geographic 

features of the state of New 

Jersey. (CRP6) 

 

Enrichment Activity: 

Students will work 

independently or in small 

groups to further explore the 

following concepts of 

geography: positional words, 

following directions, cardinal 

directions, compass roses, 

keys and symbols reading 

maps, grids, landforms, 

waterways, continents, 

oceans, and North America’s 

largest countries (Take It to 

Your Seat Geography Centers 

Grades 1-2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lesson:  

Cardinal Directions: 

 complete lesson under  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resource:  

NJ Amistad Commission 

Interactive Curriculum: 

Unit One, Cardinal 

Directions:  

http://www.njamistadcurric

ulum.net/history/unit/social

-studies-

skills/lesson_plan/4210/28

8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formal Assessment:  

NJ Amistad Commission 

Interactive Curriculum: 

Unit One Assessment: 

http://www.njamistadcurric

ulum.net/history/unit/social

-studies-

skills/navigations/3450 

     

http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/lesson_plan/4210/288
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/lesson_plan/4210/288
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/lesson_plan/4210/288
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/lesson_plan/4210/288
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/navigations/3450
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/navigations/3450
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/navigations/3450
http://www.njamistadcurriculum.net/history/unit/social-studies-skills/navigations/3450


 

Key Vocabulary: Nation, Globe, Geography, Communities, Diagrams, Cardinal Directions, Symbols, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, Mountain, 

River, Lake, Ocean, Continent 

Accommodations and Modifications: 

 

 Students with special needs: Support staff will be available to aid students related to IEP specifications. 504 accommodations will also be attended to 

by all instructional leaders.  Physical expectations and modifications, alternative assessments, and scaffolding strategies will be used to support this 

learning. The use of Universal Design for Learning (UDL) will be considered for all students as teaching strategies are considered.  

 

ELL/ESL students: Students will be supported according to the recommendations for “can do’s” as outlined by WIDA – 

 https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/  

 
Students at risk of school failure: Formative and summative data will be used to monitor student success at first signs of failure student work will be 

reviewed to determine support.   This may include parent consultation, basic skills review and differentiation strategies.  With considerations to UDL, 

time may be a factor in overcoming developmental considerations.   More time and will be made available with a certified instructor to aid students in 

reaching the standards. 

 

Gifted and Talented Students: Students excelling in mastery of standards will be challenged with complex, high level challenges related to the 

complexity in planning and carrying out investigations and analyzing and interpreting data.  

 

English Language Learners 

 

● Close captions for 

videos in native 

language 

● Speak and display 

terminology  

● Teacher modeling 

● Peer modeling 

● Provide ELL students 

with multiple literacy 

strategies. 

● Word walls 

● Use peer readers 

● Give page numbers to 

help the students find 

Special Education 

 

● Utilize modifications & 

accommodations delineated 

in the student’s IEP 

● Work with paraprofessional 

● Use multi-sensory teaching 

approaches.  

● Work with a partner 

● Provide concrete examples  

● Restructure lesson using 

UDL principals 

(http://www.cast.org/our-

work/about-

udl.html#.VXmoXcfD_UA). 

● Provide students with 

multiple choices for how 

At-Risk 

 

● Provide opportunities for 

review 

● Using visual demonstrations, 

illustrations, and models 

● Give directions/instructions 

verbally and in simple 

written format. Oral prompts 

can be given. 

● Peer Support 

● Increase one on one time 

● Teachers may modify 

instructions by modeling 

what the student is expected 

to do 

Gifted and Talented 

 

● William and Mary Social Studies 

curriculum for gifted learners: 

https://k12.kendallhunt.com/progr

am/william-mary-gifted-social-

studies-curriculum 

● Curriculum compacting 

● Inquiry-based instruction 

● Independent study 

● Higher order thinking skills 

● Adjusting the pace of lessons 

● Interest based content 

● Real world scenarios 

● Student Driven Instruction 

● Use project-based learning  

https://www.wida.us/standards/CAN_DOs/


answers 

● Provide a computer 

for written work 

● Provide two sets of 

textbooks, one for 

home and one for 

school 

● Provide visual aides 

● Provide additional 

time to complete a 

task 

● Use graphic 

organizers 

 

 

they can represent their 

understandings (e.g. 

multisensory techniques-

auditory/visual aids; 

pictures, illustrations, 

graphs, charts, data tables, 

multimedia, modeling).  

 

● Instructions may be printed 

out in large print and hung up 

for the student to see during 

the time of the lesson. 

● Review behavior 

expectations and make 

adjustments for personal 

space or other behaviors as 

needed. 

● Structure lessons around 

questions that are authentic, 

relate to students’ interests, 

social/family background and 

knowledge of their 

community. 

• Provide opportunities for 

students to connect with 

people of similar 

backgrounds (e.g. 

conversations via digital tool 

such as SKYPE, experts from 

the community helping with 

a project, journal articles, and 

biographies).  

 

● Structure the learning around 

explaining or solving a social or 

community-based issue. 

● Collaborate with after-school 

programs or clubs to extend 

learning opportunities. 

 

 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP4:  Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason. 

CRP6: Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

CRP8:  Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 

Integration of 21st Century Standards NJSLS 9: 

9.2.4.A.4: Explain why knowledge and skills acquired in the elementary grades lay the foundation for future academic and career success. 

Integration of Technology Standards:  

 

8.1.2.E.1: Use digital tools and online resources to explore a problem or issue. 

Interdisciplinary Connections: 



ELA-NJSLS/ELA: 

RL.1.2: Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson. 

Anchor Standard: NJSLSA R4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 

meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
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