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Students Show School Spirit  

New Champions Crowned in the Battle of the Shops
Students model new varsity jackets that arrived just in time for spirit week.
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Ms. Ramdeo’s junior class smiles after emerging victorious from hard-fought competition.

by Pedro Bonilla

Queens Voc students 
participated in spirit week by 
dressing up according to the 
day’s theme.  The themes were 
determined by students in 
leadership and the SO.

Spirit week, which ran from 
Feb. 23 to Feb. 27, included two 
new themes: formal day and 
flashback Friday.  The leadership 
class and SO members developed 
the themes.  “We threw in a new 
idea such as formal day and 
flashback Friday,” said Zinniah.  
We considered the business kids 
from SES and remembered how 
sharp our seniors looked on 
picture day for yearbook.”  

Mr. Vega, the coordinator of 
school activities, said that spirit 
week was for everyone, especially 
the seniors who wanted their 
pictures taken for the yearbook.  

Monday was pajama day.  

Some students wore their pajamas 
to school, but other students 
packed their pajamas and changed 
in school because of the cold 
temperature.  “Since Monday 
was very cold, I just brought my 
pajamas and changed in school,” 
said Marc Dutan.  “I felt very 
comfortable and it was fun to be 
dressed like if I was going to go to 
sleep in school,” he said.

Tuesday was twin day.  Pairs 
of students dressed alike.  Zinniah 
Munoz, however, used a seven-
year-old portrait of herself as her 
twin.  Zinniah wore same colored 
clothes to as she wore in the 
picture. 

On Wednesday many students 
dressed up professionally by 
wearing a suit or a dress.  “It gives 
us the opportunity to see how we 
all professionally look like,” said 
Emely Perez.  

Thursday was nerd day.  
Some students dressed up as 
nerds by simply wearing glasses 
and putting on makeup.  Ashley 
Fernandez said she “dressed up 

by Alexis Nieves

Students and staff from 
Queens Voc collected 1,500 
pounds of food in the annual 
food drive, according to the 
calculations made by City 
Harvest, which runs the food drive 
citywide.  Queens Voc received a 
certificate of acknowledgement 
for its contributions.

The results were five hundred 
pounds lower than the previous 
year.  “I believe they made a 
mistake and I will call to verify,” 
said Mr. Vega, “because I feel like 
we raised at least 3,000 pounds 
worth of food.”

City Harvest works to end 
hunger throughout New York City 
by helping feed more than 1.4 
million New Yorkers by collecting 
50 million pounds of excess food 
each year.  Many public schools 
in New York City participate in 
the food drive to provide food to 
local food pantries and churches, 
which distribute the food to those 
in need.

Mr. Vega and the leadership 
class invited CTE classes from all 
grades to be part of this mission.  
Only cans were counted to 

determine a winner for the Queens 
Voc competition.  Ms. Ramdeo’s 
junior class donated the highest 
number of cans, 836, and won 
an ice-skating trip to City Ice 
Pavilion.  Mr. David’s junior class 
took second place with 700 cans.

Ms. Ramdeo took her class 
ice-skating on Feb. 24.  “It was fun 
and we all had a good time,” she 

said.  “We wished we could have 
stayed longer.”  She said that Mr. 
Vega organized everything well 
and had pizza with toppings ready 
for the class when they arrived. 

“Students don’t really 
understand the issues people living 
in hunger face,” said Mr. Bowen.  
“So they lack motivation to bring 

Wins For FBLA 
by Pedro Bonilla

Queens Voc’s Future Business 
Leaders of America chapter has 
announced the winners of seven 
business competitions held at the 
spring district meeting on Feb. 12 
in the Queens Voc library.  

The winners will compete at 
the state level in Rochester, NY, 
April 15-17.

Queens Voc Chapter President 
Emely Perez, who is also state 
vice president of District 2, said, 
“In this meeting, FBLA members 
from schools throughout NYC 
came to Queens Voc to compete 
in competitions such as job 
interview, accounting, computer 
application, etc.” 

Besides Queens Voc, four other 
schools—Business Computer 
Application and Entrepreneurship 
High School, Tri/Community 
Junior High School at the Laurelton 
School, Benjamin N. Cardozo 
High School, and Cathedral High 
School—competed.  

Six Queens Voc students 
placed first and received plaques 
and four Queens Voc students 
who placed second received 
certificates.  The following are the 
Queens Voc winners:
Accounting 

Gabriel Miller - 1st Place
Basic Decision Making

Annahi Rafael - 1st Place
Flor Amigon - 2nd Place

Business Law
Breanna Losak - 1st Place

Client Services
Mukta Roy - 1st Place

Computer Application
Anahi Rafael - 1st Place
Flor Amigon - 2nd Place

STAR Wins 
Advertising Competition

by Mir Raonaq

STAR, a Virtual Enterprise 
firm in Queens Voc, won first place 
in the annual Advertising Futures 
Competition on Oct 1.  Mentored 
by kbs+, a global advertising 
agency, STAR impressed the 
judges with a campaign that 
included an advertisement and 
a slogan, “Shelter Swag.”  The 
judges called the campaign 
“original, creative, and playful” 
during the award ceremony.  
Second place was awarded to 
Brandmark from Edward Murrow 
and third place awarded to Infinite 
Investment Solutions from 
Academy of Finance & Enterprise.

Five other Virtual Enterprise 

firms programs in New York 
City competed: Versorna from 
Manhattan Business Academy, 
T-Squared from Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis, Nuapps from 
Francis Lewis, Vigor Boot Camp 
from HS for Arts & Technology, 
and LIFE from HS for Economics 
and Finance. 

The firms and their agencies 
were given a task to develop a 
campaign to support Shelter Pet 
Adoption. “This initiative aims to 
build social awareness about the 
importance of finding a pet through 
shelters and rescue groups,” 
according to veinternational.org

The competition pairs ad 

continued on page 2
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like a nerd by wearing my pants 
high to my stomach with fake 
glasses and used my make up to 
make freckles.”  Others dressed 
up like an ideal nerd from the 
movies.  Karina Astudillo said that 
she wore suspenders, glasses, and 
had a bowtie to make her look like 
a nerd. 

On flashback Friday, students 
dressed up as if they were in 

Students Show School Spirit 

in food.  This year the shop classes 
stepped up and proved otherwise.” 

Mr. Vega said “I’m extremely 
content with other shop teachers 
stepping up, representing and 
motivating their students to bring 
in food, because at the end we all 
did it for the same cause.”

Battle of the Shops

agency mentors with teams of 
students to create an ad campaign.  
The competition took place at 
Microsoft in New York City.  
Chris Lexis, Alexander Pena, 
Jason Sinchi, Aline Torres, Mark 
Vazquez, and Fatima Veras 
presented the advertisement they 
had developed.  

The group met on Wednesdays 
for three weeks prior to the 
competition, which took place 
Oct. 1.

The group was set to 
brainstorm ideas for a slogan and 

STAR Wins Competition

Economics
Breanna Losak - 1st Place
Farhan Zaman - 2nd Place

Future Business Leader
Mariam Abbasi - 1st Place

Job Interview
Farhan Zaman - 1st Place
Jesus Espinal - 2nd Place
Eudeirys Espinal - 3rd Place
Upasana Tyagi placed 5th 

for job interview but she will be 
going upstate to compete because 
the first, second, third, and fourth 
place winners are unable to go.  

Because the Networking 
Concepts competition was 
not held, Kelvin Chabla will 
automatically compete on the 

Wins For FBLA 

continued from page 1 previous decade.  “I thought it 
was one of the biggest turnouts 
of spirit week.  I enjoyed seeing 
the different interpretations of past 
decades,” said Jasmine Torres.  

“Spirit week is intended 
to show school pride through 
participation in events.  It 
demonstrates our ‘togetherness,’ 
for lack of a better word.  And it’s 
always fun to see wacky outfits for 
days like flashback Friday,” said 
Zinniah.

state level. 
To help pay for the cost of the 

trip, the FBLA chapter held a coin 
challenge.  The coin challenge is 
a donation from each chapter  in 
NY.  

“Members collected change 
and sent it to the NYS FBLA 
foundation, which distributed the 
money equally to the schools that 
participated,” said Vice President 
Breanna Losak.  Treasurer Mariam 
Abassi said, “We raised $44.89.”

“If members win in their 
competition at a states level,” 
Secretary Upasana Tyagi said, 
“they will go to nationals from 
June 29 to July 2.”  The nationals 
will be held in Chicago IL, said 
Ms. Mitchell.   

Chris was the one to come up with 
the slogan “Shelter Swag.”  “The 
coordinators in charge wanted us 
to have free write thinking only 
about shelter pets and how they 
can be beneficial.  So anything we 
thought of we had to write down 
on paper.  I realized that the word 
swag can be applied to pets as well 
as humans,” said Chris. 

“The ad agencies were a big 
part of putting the presentation 
together.  kbs+ provided us with 
materials we needed for the 
presentation, also gave us a lot of 
confidence on public speaking,” 
said Mark.

continued from page 1

Last year, Mr. Vega’s junior 
class came in first place.  They 
brought in 576 cans and Mr. Yu’s 
class who came in second place 
brought in 150 cans.  This is a 
huge difference from the top two 
classes this year. This year the top 
two classes altogether brought in 
810 more cans than last year.

continued from page 1

continued from page 1

by Jacob Sobilo
 

Queens Voc business students 
sure get around.

Students Breanna Losak and 
Emely Perez traveled to Germany 
to participate in a trade fair in mid- 
November to represent Diverse 
City Wear, Queens Voc’s VE 
clothing firm.  

Students Farhan Zaman 
and Daniela Ortiz traveled to 
California in early December to 
represent Queens Voc’s VE firm, 
Special Thanks and Recognition, 
commonly referred to as STAR.  
STAR sells employee recognition 
products such as holiday gift 
baskets, electronics, employee 
certificates, novelty gifts, and 
trophies. 

Breanna and Emely were in 
Germany from Nov. 14 to Nov. 
21.  The fair was two full days 
and was, Breanna said, a great 
success.  “Many people from other 
firms were interested primarily 
because we were from New York.  
We managed to make a lot of 
sales and business connections 
in terms of contacts and business 
partnerships.”  

Breanna and Emely made 
$56,000 in virtual enterprise sales 
at the trade fair. 

Despite not having much 
time to visit due to hard work, 
students were able to get one visit 
in. “We had very little time to see 
everything we wanted because 
we were basically working a lot, 

 VE Students travel to California and Germany 
however we did get to see a coal 
mine museum,” Ms. Mitchell said.  
Despite the workload, Emely 
enjoyed the trip.  “Germany is like 
a whole new world, it was great to 
experience all that new culture,” 
she said. 

Farhan and Daniela attended 
the Bakersfield Trade Show in 
California from Dec. 1 to Dec. 
5.  Ms. Mitchell was unable to go 
to California because there was a 
business plan competition coming 
up.  The first competition was an 
elevator pitch, which required a 
70-second pitch to investors about 
why to invest in the company.  
Farhan took 3rd place in his group.  
The second competition was a 
sales presentation, which included 
a brief overview of the company.  

The primary purpose of a 
sales presentation is to persuade 
investors to purchase products.  

“We got to show what selling a 
product really is like.  To persuade 
customers to buy your products, 
you give them a good reason to 
buy and make your product stand 
out.  We had to outshine other VE 
firms that sell similar products,” 
he said.  Daniela Ortiz and her 
group members placed 2nd in a 
team apprenticeship competition.  
The goal was to create a business 
company logo, slogan and website. 

When they were not 
competing, Daniela and Farhan 
went sightseeing to Hollywood 
Blvd, Hollywood Hills, Rodeo 
Drive, and Santa Monica Beach 
Piers.  “I got a real feel for Los 
Angeles and gained exposure to 
the culture over there,” Farhan 
said.  “It was a great experience,” 
Daniela said.  “It was like a whole 
new world.  It reminded me of 
paradise; it was truly beautiful.”

Breanna, left, and Emely, center, take time to eat and chat.

by Alexis Nieves

Alicia Lucero was selected as 
one of nine New York City high 
school students to be part of a job 
shadow experience. 

Alicia was selected for 
her essay in the Dream Job 
competition promoted by Visual 
Enterprise.  Students entering 
the contest had to write an essay 
about a career they are interested 
in pursuing.

Alicia Lucero chose homicide 

Alicia Lucero’s Dream Job Essay is a Winner
investigator as her career.  “This 
field has always interested me 
because I grew up watching 
shows like ‘Criminal Minds’ and 
‘48 Hours.’ and I enjoyed that the 
investigators would do anything 
possible to solve crimes and 
protect citizens,” she said.  

All junior business students 
were part of the competition and 
submitted essays to their business 
teachers.  “I was surprised I won 
because there were many good 
writers that submitted essays as 

well,” Alicia said, “but I tried my 
best and the fact that I was chosen 
is an honor and I’m grateful.” 

Alicia will be notified 
when she will be mentored by 

a homicide investigator in the 
International Trade Show on April 
15.  She said, “This is a great 
opportunity for me to learn from 
a professional and get some great 
first-hand experience.”  

“Queens Voc has been 
involved in this competition for 
years and has had winners,” said 
Ms. Newman.  “It is a prestigious 
award and I am happy with our 
students putting their time and 
effort to write great essays,” she 
said.  Teachers had their students 
begin writing essays in November 
although the essay was not due 
until January.  “Many teachers felt 
it was essential for the kids to get a 
head start and have time to revise 
and produce good quality essays,” 
said Ms. Newman.

Future business leaders at spring district meeting in QV.

Future Investigator?

The nerds turned out in force for spirit week.

Giselle Garcia and Sandra Quizhpi pack donated food.
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Seniors Raise $2,200 
in Food Festival 

coordinator of student activities, 
the January food festival was 
successful because of the help 
from the participants such as the 
senior officers who spread the 
word and got people involved.  

Mr. Vega said that 65 people, 
including students and school 
staff, brought in food.  Mr. 
Maloney, an electrical installation 
teacher, brought in his famous 
homemade meatballs.  

New Gamers Club
Holds Tournament

Yearbook is Back on Track

The money will be used to 
reduce the cost of the prom.  

There might be another food 
festival, but Mr. Vega said he is 
not so confident.  “I want more 
students to participate because 
the ones who already participated 
might not want to do it again.  We 
need to get more of our seniors 
involved in these activities and 
make sure they are committed,” 
he said. 

by Arman Khan

Calling all gamers.  A new 
club has begun at Queens Voc 
and Brandon Castro from SCEET 
has already distinguished himself 
by coming in first out of 32 
participants in Super Smash Bros. 
played on the Wii U.  The gamer’s 
tournament took place on Feb. 23.  

 Despite there being no prize 
for first, Brandon said that he 
“felt good winning.  I wasn’t 
expecting to win but I did.  I 
am mainly good at one vs. one 
matches.”  According to Brandon, 
the tournament difficulty was 
mediocre up until the last match, 
when he had some trouble against 
his opponent Hasan Chisty. 

Hasan, the runner-up of the 
gamer’s tournament, said he 
could have won “if I only choose 
my preferable character Shulk 
against Brandon.”  Hasan was not 
happy about second place.  “Next 
tournament I’m in it to win it,” he 
said.

The tournament was held 
in room 416 after tenth period.  
Matches were set on random draw 
based selection.

Mr. Yu, the advisor, said that 
the club meets every Monday 
after school from 4:30pm to 6pm 
in room 416, and said the club is 
looking for more students who 
are interested in gaming.  “This 
club is where students who have 
the passion for gaming can play, 

by Andres Ng

The yearbook committee 
has caught up with its deadlines 
because of an increase in the 
number of members. “We got a 
few new additions, which happens 
when SAT prep and college 
classes end,” said Ms. DeCarlo, 
the yearbook advisor.  At the 
beginning of the year, a lack of 
members led to the committee 
missing its first deadline of Dec. 8.

The yearbook cover is 
also finished, according to 
Ms. DeCarlo. “We had two 
submissions that we liked so we 
asked a 10th grade student from 
Graphic Arts, Pamela Sherpa, 
to combine the two submissions 
for us, with the guidance of Ms. 
Ogunka.”

The senior personalities pages 
are the next to be done.  The 
personalities seniors will choose 
are: Most Athletic, Most Likely 
to Succeed, Cutest Couple, Best 
Personality, Biggest Flirt, Best 
Dressed, Class Clown, Best 
Looking, Most Shy/Quiet, Most 
Dramatic, Most School Spirit, 
Class Sweetheart/Nicest to 
Know, Most Fun to Be With, and 
Dynamic Duo.  To celebrate the 
selections, Oscar Night will be 
held on April 17.

This year the yearbook 
committee had four deadlines, 
Dec. 8, Feb. 23, March 16, and 
April 27. For each of the first 

two deadlines, the yearbook 
committee was supposed to 
submit the layout of 32 pages.  
The remaining deadlines require 
the submission of 16 pages of 
the yearbook. “They lay-out 
small sections and then put it all 
together at the end because the 
yearbook company, Jostens, does 
not want all of the high schools 
that it works with to send in their 
pictures all at once and overwhelm 
them,” said Ms. DeCarlo. “We do 
have some wiggle room for some 
of the deadlines. The company 
understands that teachers and 
students are busy.”

All of the pictures except 
for the yearbook portraits are 
taken by students. “We get a lot 
of pictures of the same people,” 
Ms. DeCarlo said. “We need 
pictures of a variety of people 
and groups in order to represent 
the entire school.” Seniors can 
help by submitting pictures 
through replayit.com or by using 
the replayit app. The yearbook 
committee can add submitted 
pictures to the yearbook.

The layout is expected to be 
finished by the end of April. “I 
usually have to push the deadlines 
back because spring sports and 
spring events haven’t even started 
yet,” said Ms. DeCarlo. “The one 
deadline that we really don’t want 
to miss is the last one because that 
delays shipping and the yearbooks 
won’t come on time.”  

by Christopher Ruiz

Queens Voc seniors raised 
$2,200 from their first food festival 
of the year, held in the auditorium 
lobby on Thursday, Jan. 8, during 
all five lunch periods.

Originally scheduled for 
Thursday, Oct. 30, the first food 
festival was postponed because 
there were not enough participants.  

According to Mr. Vega, 

interact with others, and have 
group discussions about the games 
they like,” he said.  Mr. Yu said he 
intends to have the club play more 
team-oriented games to help build 
their teamwork and unity amongst 
the members.                                                                                                        

Disorn Kwunchaithanya went 
to Mr. Yu to start the club.  “We 
have a good community of gamers 
who enjoy the gathering we have 
and try to involve themselves as 
much as possible,” he said.

About 40 members 
consistently attend club meetings.  
Yu-Gi-Oh, an online trading card 
game, is the most popular game 
in the club as of now, said Jasmin 
Mrkulic, one of the few seniors in 
the club.  The club consists mainly 
of sophomores and juniors.  
Jasmin said he “enjoys being in 
the club.  It’s like a reward for 
enduring school.”  

Goodwill Industries 
Expands its Programs

by Breanna Losak

Located in room 417, 
Goodwill Industries Community 
School is directed by Theresa 
McCoy. She says “Goodwill 
Industries Community School is 
not a program, rather it is a place 
where people foster relationships.  
Goodwill Industries tries to create 
an atmosphere where the students 
and staff know that they are being 
supported.”   Four Goodwill staff 
members, Theresa McCoy, Brian 
Nwoke, Starie Weldon, and Nicole 
Grandchamps, work with Queens 
Voc. students in areas ranging 
from algebra to rugby. 

Goodwill Industries provides 

many services such as academic 
support, tutoring, college 
readiness, mentorships, and 
counseling.  “This room is always 
open, and I want it to become a 
place where students will be able 
to come and talk openly,” said 
Ms. McCoy.  Tutoring is offered 
from Monday to Thursday during 
lunch periods.  The staff can help 
with college readiness, student 
leadership, and Algebra 1 and 2.

Ms. McCoy is involved in the 
Parent Association and tries to 
bring as many resources into the 
school as possible.  For example 
Ms. McCoy plans to bring eye 
examinations to the school, and 
students will be charged with 

a slight fee if they don’t have 
medical insurance. 

At the beginning of the school 
year, Ms. McCoy got in touch 
with Ms. Mitchell’s Diverse City 
Wear Virtual Enterprise class to 
share with students gifts such 
as basketballs, shoes, cardigans, 
books, and gift cards.  The gifts 
were from New York Cares winter 
wishes and were given out the 
day before winter break. Erika 
Juarez said, “It really made my 
day because I forgot about the 
requests and didn’t expect to 
receive presents that day.”

Goodwill Industries also 
started a rugby team in the school 
this year.  The team meets every 

Wednesday at 6pm and plans to 
participate in future games.  There 
are currently 15 students on the 
team.  While the team is open to 
all members, there are currently 
no girls on the team.  Ms. McCoy 
says that she “envisions the 
players to become successful, 
because if they enjoy what they 
are doing than they will triumph!”

In the future, Ms. McCoy 
expects Goodwill Community 

Rugby team members practice Wednesdays at 6:30pm.

School to have a mentorship 
program.  The aim of this is to 
help fill out their application and 
organize college tour.  

Ms. McCoy said that “the 
Goodwill community school also 
plans to have seniors help other 
students with the process since 
they are already familiar with 
the application process. The Peer 
support is always empowering for 
both.” 

Ms. DeCarlo and her volunteers review page layouts.

The food festivals are traditionally big fundraisers for the senior class.
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by Valentin Martinez

Only 51 percent of the clocks 
in Queens Voc keep accurate 
time.  Of the 110 clocks Voc 
Voice staff found, 56 work 
properly.  Rooms that were 
inaccessible to students were not 
included in data.

Of 48 clocks in the new wing, 
19 are functioning properly.  The 
old wing has 37 functioning 
clocks out of 59.  The percentage 
dips to 50 percent for classroom 
clocks.

The third floor has the highest 
number of non-working clocks.  
The clock in the Cosmetology 
Lab 321/323 “hasn’t been 
working for four years,” said Ms. 
Lingstuyl, a cosmo teacher.

“The clocks aren’t priority,” 
said Mrs. Marcia Jarrett Holland, 
head custodian engineer of 
Queens Voc and building 
manager.  Mrs. Holland said 
that if the PA system and bell 
schedule function properly, 
clocks shouldn’t be a main 
concern because they have other 
pending issues in the building.  
“Everyone usually has a watch or 
a gadget and manages time from 
there, so it isn’t a big issue,” said 
Ms. Holland.

But not everyone agrees.  
“The clocks are essential to 
our school,” said Mr. Raynor, a 
math teacher.  “A working clock 
doesn’t only help manage our 
classes, but working clocks say 
a lot about our school.  They 
should be fixed to maintain a 
good image and environment.”

Junior Daisy Urgiles said 
that “the broken clocks are 
not convenient for teachers or 
students because you can’t pace 
yourself.  Students and teachers 
still look at the clocks even if 
they’re not working.”  

Senior Gerardo Amigon said, 
“You get used to it.  After three 
years in Queens Voc, I’ve heard 
many complaints from students 
and teachers.”

Mrs. Holland pointed out that 
people who want work done are 
supposed to put in work requests.  
“No one has complained so far, 
you’re the first student who 
asked about clocks in Queens 
Voc.  There’s nothing in writing,” 
she said.

What Time is it? Who Knows!

All pictures were taken at noon.

by Nicole Caicedo

Last year, Queens Voc senior 
Valentin Martinez wrote an 
article titled “What time is it? 
Who Knows!” for the school 
newspaper.  The article earned 
second place for best school news 
in the “Newsies!” contest of New 
York City high school newspapers.

Valentin wrote that 56 out of 
110 clocks in the school work 
properly.  He reported that in 
the new wing, 19 of 48 clocks 
function correctly, and in the old 
wing, 37 out of 69 work properly. 

The article began as discussion 

VocVoice Writer Wins Award 
for Broken Clocks Article

between Valentin and Mr. 
Schimenz, the journalism teacher.  
“I mentioned how bad the clocks 
in this school are,” Valentin said, 
“and later that week Mr. Schimenz 
came to me and persuaded me to 
write an article about the clocks.”  

Valentin didn’t expect to be 
runner up in the citywide contest.  
“I thought I was one of the bad 
writers in that class, so I didn’t 
expect to win an award.”  

Mr. Schimenz thought 
otherwise.  “I knew it was a solid 
article.  It was factual, pointed out 
a problem in the school, and it was 
well-researched.”  Mr. Schimenz 
said he kept pushing Valentin.  
“He worked hard on it and didn't 
give up,” Mr. Schimenz said. 

When Valentin heard his 
article had taken second place, 
he was excited.  “Receiving 
recognition for your work is an 
amazing feeling because it makes 
your effort worth it,” he said.

The clocks still have not been 
fixed.

by Eudeirys Espinal

 Battle of the Kings is a 
2D animation currently being 
developed by the animation club. 

The club is creating short films 
and has a long-term goal to create 
a 30-minute animation film with 
a story line, not just character 
movements, said Luis Lopez, a 
junior and founding member of 
the club.  

The club allows students to 
utilize their skills and work with 
others to create short animation 
films, said Tysain Shand, also a 
founding member.  

The animation club began 
in November 2013 by four 
sophomores and has grown to 12 
members, said Tysain.

Tyrek Rollings, another 
founding member, said that the 
club “got new software such Anime 
Studio Pro and Adobe Illustrator, 
which is a lot easier to work with 
and less time consuming.”  With 
steady members in the club, 
students know what to do, said 
Ms. Ogunka.  Tyrek, Tysain, Luis, 
and Anthony Pippis, who is also 
a founding member, attended 
the Sony Wonders program in 
December of 2013.  According 
to Tysain and Luis, the program 
taught them how to do frame by 
frame animation.  The program 
also introduced dialog into the 
animation, Tysain said. 

According to Tyrek Rollings, 
Ms. Ogunka agreed to supervise 
the newly established club in the 
fall of 2013. 

“The club was started because 
the four founding members shared 
a passion for animation. I watch 
animations shows so I wanted 

to learn how they were made,” 
Tysain said.  Luis said he wanted 
to learn more and go into the “bare 
bones of animation.”

The first year was rough.  “The 
club was a mess and hard to get 
anything done,” Tysain said.  One 
of the problems was promoting 
the club and getting people to 
come, he added.  Getting a regular 
schedule was another problem.  
The club met Fridays last year and 
some students were not able to 
meet.  This year the schedule was 
changed to Monday during 10th 
period. 

Alejandro Ouvina, a ninth 
grader in graphic arts, is in the 
animation club.  He said he joined 
to further his studies in graphic 
arts.  “I am really into animating 
and art, and it seemed like a fun 
after school activity where I can 
interact with others,” Alejandro 
said.  Alejandro is currently 
working with Animo Studios, 
a program used in animating 
stories, and recording the voices 
using a program called Audacity.  
Alejandro said he goes online to 
learn more about the programs 
and how to better use the features. 

Over the course of the next 
year, the club plans to work with 
computer-generated images to 
develop 3D animation films, Luis 
said.

According to Ms. Ogunka, the 
official club members are:  Rene 
Espiritu, Jhun Rhenz Martinez, 
Tyrek Rollings, Tysain Shand, 
Naomi Spells, and Andrea 
Zaavedra; and the unofficial 
members are: Mohammad Islam, 
Luis Lopez, Alejandro Ouvina, 
Gabriella Paz, Anthony Pippis, 
and Masoud Shairzadeh.

Animators Get Latest Software

by Ashley Carvajal

Queens Voc held its first blood 
drive of the year on Monday Dec. 
15, from 9:45am to 2pm.  Sixty 
students and 14 staff members 
donated blood.

“The goal was to reach 50 
pints of blood, and Queens Voc 
collected 59 pints of blood.” said 
Shantal Teran, who along with Mr. 
Vega was in charge of the Blood 
Drive.  

Seventy two people signed 
up to donate.  Donors have to be 
at least 110 pounds and 17 years 
of age.  Some students were not 
allowed to donate blood because 

their blood was low in iron, their 
height and weight didn’t meet 
standards, they had been out of 
the country recently, and/ or they 
recently got tattoos or piercings.

Senior Lesley Pimentel said 
she donated blood because “past 
relatives of mine have lost blood, 
and no one was there to donate, 
which is why I chose to donate 
blood.  I want to help save lives.”   

Senior Xavier Rios, who also 
donated blood, said, “Although 
I was dizzy, I felt really good 
donating blood.  It’s good to help 
those in need, and if I ever have 
the opportunity to help someone, I 
would do it.”

Queens Voc Saves Lives
Bryan Anguiano donates blood for the cause.

Valentin’s hard-hitting report  
earned him a Newsie! medal.

Valentin’s article 
from the summer 

edition of 
Vocational Voice 

is reprinted
 at right.

Vocational Voice invites readers to suggest articles they would like to 
appear in the school newspaper.  Email us at Editor@VocVoice.org.
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by James Pinos

Mr. Vega, senior advisor, and 
90 Queens Voc seniors went on 
the annual senior trip in January.  

According to Jacob Sobilo, the 
trip went smoothly and the seniors 
had a good time despite the 
cancelation of the paintball event, 
which many of the seniors were 
looking forward to.  The seniors 
lost their chance to fire paintballs 
at their friends and classmates 
because of the heavy rain.

The Honor’s Haven Resort 
and Spa in the Catskills has been 
chosen to be the location of the 
Queens Voc Senior Trip for the last 
few years because it is “the best all 
inclusive trip,” according to Mr. 
Vega.  Mr. Vega also stated that 
even before the Honor’s Haven 
Resort and Spa, the senior trip was 
always somewhere upstate.  The 
trip was later changed to Honor’s 
Haven from its previous locations 

because they were “dumpy and 
cheesy,” while the current location 
is newly renovated.  He also said 
he liked the fact that the snack 
bar was good and open most of 
the time with burgers, chicken 
tenders, fries, and other snacks 
in case someone didn't eat or was 
still hungry. 

The trip cost $295, or $335 
with the Senior Spirit Pack which 
included the 2015 senior hoodie 
and sweatpants.

Tommy Puebla said that 
“the food was decent,” and Vita 
Guiffrida said “to [her] opinion it 
was ok, it wasn’t the best.”  Some 
seniors got a little sick, she added, 
but many enjoyed it.  Tommy also 
questioned the variety of food.  
Natalia Rios, however, said “the 
food was good and there was 
always something to eat.” 

Tommy and his friends 
brought along their Xbox One that 
they used to play video games and 

Nearly 100 Seniors 
Head Upstate

watch Netflix.  “The rooms were 
a bit too small for the amount of 
people to a room,” Tommy said, 
but other seniors felt comfortable.  
Natalia said, “the rooms were 
spacious.”

Vita, Tommy, and Natalia 
agreed that the trip was packed 

with activities.  The main attraction 
was skiing and snowboarding, 
but even those who didn’t do this 
event had something to do back at 
the resort.  Basketball, volleyball, 
ping-pong, tennis, and attending 
the pool and Jacuzzi were some of 
the activities included, they said.  

“Every time you felt you had 
some free time, you didn’t.  There 
was always something for us to 
do,” Vita said.

Because paintballing was 
canceled, Mr. Vega is planning 
to schedule a trip for seniors later 
this year.

by Carla Ordonez

At the start of the school 
year, Queens Voc started hearing 
voices.  New voices that is.  

Freshmen Jose Batista, 
Jose Guerrero, Vatsal Patel, 
and Daneillia Wright, who 
characterize themselves as the 
Queens Voc announcements 
family, began making the morning 
announcements.

“I always thought students 
should make the morning 
announcements.  I only started 
making them because Mr. 
Vega was teaching during 
announcement time and no one 
was saying the Pledge or making 
regular announcements,” Mr. 
Schimenz said.

For the past few years, it was 
tough getting students to make 
announcements, Mr. Schimenz 
said.  “I knew Jose Batista from 
baseball tryouts and asked him 
to help.  Jose has a good, strong 
voice, speaks clearly, and I knew 
he would be great for the morning 
announcements,” he said.

Jose agreed and encouraged 
his classmate, Vatsal, to 
join him.  Vatsal said he had 
experienced saying the morning 
announcements in his middle 
school and thought it would be 

cool to do the same at Queens Voc.  
Daneillia volunteered after 

her teacher, Ms. Wilson, asked 
her third period class if any girls 
wanted to join the announcements 
family, and Jose G. asked Mr. 
Schimenz if he could participate.  

All four students take U.S. 
History with Ms. Wilson in room 
302.  

“Ms. Wilson is very cooperative 
in allowing the students leave 
class to make announcements,” 
said Mr. Schimenz, who believes 
that students should continue 
making announcements “forever.” 

“We teach students to be 
responsible by giving them 
responsibilities,” he said.

The students take turns with 
the announcements they consider 
to be most important, and Daneillia 
recites the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Principal Burg agrees with 
Mr. Schimenz.  “Students should 
get more involved and it should 
be the students making the 
announcements.  I don’t know 
why I never thought of something 
like this before.  Sometimes we 
get stuck doing the same thing.”  

Ms. Burg encourages  
students to continue doing the 
announcements and for other 
students to find ways to get more 
involved with the school.  

Almost a third of the senior class attended the senior trip and had fun indoors and out.  

Students Take Over 
Morning Announcements

Vatsal, Daneillia, Jose B., and Jose G. are the voice of QV.

by Andres Ng

Edgard Gomez and David 
Valenzuela took the top spots 
in an in-school Startup Tech 
competition coordinated by Ms. 
Ogunka.

The competition, held on 
Jan. 21 in the auditorium during 
second and third period, was 
for students in Ms. Ogunka’s 
Digital Marketing and Web 
Designing class for juniors, run in 
conjunction with the Network for 

Business Students Develop Innovative Ideas
for Startup Tech Competition

by Alexander Pena

Queens Voc’s MOUSE Squad 
has reimaged the computers in the 
library and room 411, removing 
their old software and starting 
from scratch to update to a newer 
one. 

Before mid-winter recess, the 
MOUSE Squad began gathering 
the new software.  But what 
MOUSE Squad coordinator Mr. 
Valdez presumed to be a quick 
job turned out to be much more 
time-consuming than he expected.  
“I downloaded the software on a 
virtual computer within an actual 
computer,” he said.  Hyper-V is 

an application on his computer 
that, when opened, acts as a 
separate operating system that 
lets him download and upload 
the components needed to build 
the new software.  Mr. Valdez 
said, “I take everything I have on 
this application and put it onto a 
server that the other computers are 
connected to so that they can copy 
the software.  The booting-up 
process took a lot longer than we 
expected.”  Nolett Ahmed, a junior 
in the MOUSE Squad said, “It was 
very annoying and difficult to get 
everything onto the same network.  
I had to ask a lot of questions 
because I don’t get things easily.”  

Alejandro Coyotl works to solve computer problems.

The project was delayed until the 
Monday after mid-winter recess, 
when they were able to resume the 
rebooting process.  Helen Eng, a 
member of the MOUSE Squad, 
said “I remember staying in the 
library until 7pm, just waiting.”

Mr. Valdez assigns tickets 
to his squad.  The tickets can be 
found on the computers when the 
students log in.  Each ticket has 
a description of the problem that 
a computer has.  It is the job of 
whichever student who receives 
the ticket to fix the problem.  “I 
just plan it out.  The students do 
everything,” said Mr. Valdez.  “I 
only do the more complicated 
things that the students can’t,” he 
added. 

Andy Velez, a member of the 
MOUSE Squad, said “it is a great 
experience.  I learn a lot.  The only 
problem is that we don’t get paid.”  
In past years, some MOUSE squad 
members were paid.  But students 
who are members of the MOUSE 
Squad still gain the hands-on 
experience that can help move 
their education to the next level.

Staff members who 
experiencing problems with 
school computers or peripherals, 
can go to http://mousesquad.org/
squad/qvmousesquad to report the 
problem.  This link can also be 
found on the Quick Links section 
of the school website, queensvoc.
org. 

Teaching Entrepreneurship.
Edgard came in first place for 

his idea to refill MetroCards using 
smartphones.  “The competition 
was challenging because other 
students had great ideas too,” 
he said.  David Valenzuela was 
the runner-up.  David’s idea was 
to create a soccer simulator app 
that collects in-game data.  David 
said the competition was “a great 
experience because I’d finally be 
able to put my ideas out there.”   

AP Newman, Mr. Mugan, Ms. 

Mitchell, Ms. Mitchell’s Virtual 
Enterprise class, and Ms. Ogunka 
were the judges.  

“The goal was to present 
business ideas that would be 
useful in today’s economy,” said 
Ms. Ogunka.  The presentations 
were made via a slideshow.

Edgard and David will go on 
to represent Queens Voc in the 
citywide Startup Tech competition 
sponsored by Microsoft and held 
at Microsoft’s office in Manhattan 
on March 5.

It’s MOUSE Squad 
to the Rescue!

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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by Mauricio Bustamante

Meztli Cardoso is a quiet 
young lady on track to graduate 
this June.  But she’s not always 
so quiet, especially in her role of 
coxswain on a Row New York 
crew team.  

In that position, she said, she is 
“the person in charge of the boat.  
I steer the boat and help rowers 
with their technique on and off 

by Htet N. Aung

Senior James Pinos competed 
in the Taekwondo National 
Championship in San Jose, 
California this past summer. 

James placed third in the 
New Jersey State competition in 
March 2014, earning him a spot to 
compete at the national level. 

Currently a trainer at Unit-
ed Taekwondo Center-Jackson 
Heights, James has been prac-
ticing Taekwondo since he was 
eight.  “I’d been attracted to mar-
tial arts, and when a Taekwondo 
school opened up by my home, 
I was the happiest eight-year-old 
alive,” said James.  

His parents then enrolled 
him in a Taekwondo class.  
“After learning the basics and 
as my ranking got higher, I was 
introduced to sparring, a friendly 
fight.  From then on, I just 

James works hard at Taekwondo and says he wants to open his own school.

Row, Row, Row Your Boat

Meztli, pictured facing forward, works with her team of rowers to direct the boat.

the water, and I’m in charge of 
running drills.”

Row New York has a 
team that teaches youngsters 
competitive rowing and the 
values of teamwork, tenacity, and 
commitment to self.  Row New 
York also provides academic 
tutoring to motivate students in 
school. 

Meztli heard about Row New 
York when she was in 7th grade.  

“My assistant principal had an 
assembly and Row New York put 
on a presentation about the Learn 
How to Row Summer Program,” 
she said.  “I decided to join the 
team because I had nothing to do 
that summer and it seemed like 
it was something different,” she 
said.  

“If I don’t do my best and 
show up to practice, my position 
will be taken from me.  It’s like 

wanted to compete in Taekwondo 
tournaments,” James said. 

James has been trained by 
many masters in his Taekwondo 
career.  After succeeding in his first 
tournament, Champions Open, in 
2006, he wanted to compete in 
more tournaments, with guidance 
from his masters.  

His current master is Mr. 
Harpreet Singh, an instructor at 
United Taekwondo.  “My job isn’t 
just to teach kids how to kick, but 
to make their dreams come true.... 
I teach everyone, and specifically 
James, that with hard work, they 
can make it,” said Mr. Singh.  
James, he said, “has this fire inside 
him that doesn’t seem to ever go 
out; it’s a fire that’s going to stick 
with him his whole life.  Through 
the good times and bad, the fire 
will be burning brighter and 
brighter because he will always 
find a way,” Mr. Singh said. 

“I have two goals,” James said.  
“My short-term goal is to make it 
to the US national team and my 
ultimate goal is to compete at 
the Olympic Games wearing the 

being the captain of a team.  A 
person who doesn’t show up to 
practice or do things right won’t 
be a captain, only the ones who do 
their best and show up every day 
become one,” she said,  “I fight to 
be on the fastest boat.  I’ve been in 
the best boat for three years.” 

Meztli said she enjoys rowing 
because it keeps her relaxed.  “I 
forget all about what’s going on 
outside of rowing that could be 
bothering me and I focus on being 
the best I can be on the boat.  It 
makes me very competitive, too.  
Also, I enjoy seeing how the 
people on the boat improve.”  It’s 
not always fun, she said.  “I dislike 
being on the boat for three hours 
with non-stop rain.  The rowers 
get frustrated and it’s hard to see 
when we try to get back to the 
dock.  We can’t do much but learn 
to cope with it, and even though 
I’ve been involved with this sport 
for four years, I don’t like to sit 
in a boat and have rain fill up my 
seat,” she said.  

“The team practices a lot after 
school on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays, 
and Saturday mornings.  On 
Wednesdays, instead of practicing, 
we have tutoring for SATs and we 
get homework help,” she said.

Meztli’s team came in second 
place in the 2014 New York State 

Scholastic Championships held 
in Saratoga, in May.  “First, we 
had to row 1,500 meters with the 
fastest time possible.  After that, 
the results were analyzed and we 
saw what place we came in.  The 
top 10 teams go to the finals the 
next day and race to see which 
boat is the fastest,” she said, “and 
we came in second place.” 

Meztli said her role model 
is Mary Whipple.  “She is the 
coxswain for the U.S. Women’s 
Eight, a boat that has eight 
rowers and a coxswain.  She has 
two Olympic gold medals and 
one silver, and one gold world 
championship medal,” she said.  

Meztli said she is talking to 
college coaches in hopes of being 
recruited.  “I want to continue, 
either in a club or in a division 
when I’m in college,” she said.  
“I don’t know if I’ll make it to a 
professional level, it depends on 
how I feel when I’m in college,” 
she said, “and I would have to 
connect with a lot of coaches.  It’s 
hard to get the coxswain position 
since there is only one per boat 
unlike the position of a rower, 
which is easier to get.  If I don’t 
get the coxswain position, I would 
try out as a rower because I feel 
productive and I get to be part of 
a team with people who support 
each other on and off the water.”

Chasing an Olympic Dream

USA uniform.”  He added that in 
addition to competing in every 
tournament he was informed of, 
he is also planning to open up a 
school for Taekwondo.  “I believe 

no talent should be wasted,” said 
James, “and I believe opening 
a school will give others the 
opportunity to discover the same 
passion as I have.” 

by Carla Ordonez

“Students only think on a day-
to-day basis, they think the future 
is two days from now, and all they 
think about is getting a passing 
grade,” said Mr. Papadopol, a 
Physics teacher at Queens Voc, 
who believes the reason students 
copy homework is to get by with 
doing minimal amount of work in 
class.

Mr. Papadopol said he can 
easily determine if his students 
have copied work from other 
classmates or the internet.  “I 
know how my students speak, 
think, and write.  When the 
language they write assignments 
with is more advanced, I notice 

Teachers Copped the Copiers
the difference.” 

Each teacher has his or her 
own policy when students are 
caught copying homework.  Mr. 
Papadopol has a system that he 
believes prevents cheating on 
tests and copying homework or 
classwork.  “I take the highest 
grade of the students who cheated 
or copied, then I divide it by the 
number of students who disobeyed 
my rule.”  In other words, if two 
students copied each other’s 
homework and the highest a grade 
was a 100, both students would 
receive a grade of a 50. 

In some classrooms, copying 
homework isn’t an issue.  Mr. 
Vega, an electrical installation 
teacher, has his own techniques 

to prevent this issue.  “I warn my 
students in the beginning of the 
year of my policy.  When caught 
copying homework, both students 
will get a zero for that assignment.”  
Although Mr. Vega’s technique 
has prevented homework copying, 
Mr. Vega admits it is hard to tell 
if students copy returned graded 
homework. 

“You can’t scheme a 
schemer,” Mrs. Gonzalez, 
senior cosmetology teacher, 
said as she explained her policy 
for homework copiers.  “I set 
classroom rules in the beginning 
and my students know I don’t 
play.”  Mrs. Gonzalez gives no 
credit to students who copy and 
she speaks to them privately to 
prevent students from making the 
same mistake. 

One way a teacher can spot 

copied homework is checking 
for similarly misspelled words.  
Ms. Karcher, a Spanish teacher, 
says that when students misspell 
Spanish words and allow other 
students to copy, she gives no 
credit to the students.  “I won’t 
decide on who copied whom.” 

Many students admit to 
copying homework but few 
would allow Voc Voice to quote 
them.  Hamza Naseer, a senior, 
says the majority of his homework 
is copied.  “I never get caught 
copying homework because I 
reword the sentences, change 
some ideas, and rephrase the work 
into my own words.”  

Isis Flores, a freshman, says 
she copies homework when she 
forgets to do the assignment at 
home.  She also tries to help others.  
“At times, I let my classmates 

copy my homework when they 
needed help or forgot to do it.”  
Although Isis admits to copying 
in homework in her classes, she 
doesn’t copy any homework for 
her English class.   “We all have 
different opinions and I can’t copy 
someone’s opinion and call it my 
own.” 

Some students agree that 
copying homework isn’t the way 
to get higher grades in a class. 
Omar Nooristani, a junior, says he 
has a unique voice and does not 
copy homework.  “It’s better for 
my voice to be heard than to use 
someone else’s.  

Salma Rivera, a sophomore, 
doesn’t copy homework either.  
“If I copy homework I would be 
cheating myself.”  Salma said she 
does not allow her classmates  to 
copy from her, either. 

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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Calendar of Events
compiled by Farhan Zaman

March 13: Marking Period 1 ends 
March 18: National Honors Society Induction, 5pm Auditorium
March 19: School Leadership Team Mtg, Library - 4:30pm to 6pm
March 26: Parent-Teacher Conferences, 5pm to 8pm
March 27: Parent-Teacher Conferences, 12:30pm to 2:30pm
April 3: School closed for Spring Recess
April 13: School resumes
April 15: Progress Reports due
April 16: School Leadership Team Mtg, Library - 4:30pm to 6pm
April 27: Quality Review / School Safety Committee meeting
May 1: Marking Period 2 ends
May 21: School Leadership Team Mtg, Library - 4:30pm to 6pm
May 27: Memorial Day- School closed

by Meztli Cardoso

During the holiday season, 
Queens Voc’s Leadership class 
and staff participated in Operation 
Santa Claus, a program run by 
the United States Postal Service.  
According to OperationSanta.
com, “Each year kind-hearted 
people bring Operation Santa 
Claus to life by answering “Dear 
Santa” letters from needy children 
who would otherwise have no 
Christmas at all.”

On Dec. 11, the Leadership 
class went to the United States 
Post Office on 33rd St and 8th Ave 
in midtown Manhattan to pick 

up Operation Santa Claus letters.  
“The leadership class picked 
up 15 letters,” said leadership 
teacher Mr. Vega.  The Leadership 
class read numerous letters.  “We 
selected the most humbling 
letters.  For example, a girl 
asked for a coat for her mother.  
Another letter was written by a 
grandmother who asked for toys 
for her grandchildren.  She was 
laid off because she has HIV and 
was unable to afford a Christmas 
present for her grandchildren,” 
said leadership student Vita 
Giuffida. 

 Leadership students worked 
in pairs to fulfill the requests.  “We 

originally planned to fundraise 
money for the gifts, but some 
ended up paying for the gifts on 
their own,” said leadership student 
Denny Tavarez.

The Leadership class 
participated in Operation Santa 
from Dec. 11 to Dec. 19.  The 
most requested items were clothes 
and toys. 

On Dec. 19, the leadership 
class returned to the United States 
Postal Service Office to drop off 
the gifts.  The United States Postal 
Service was in charge of sending 
the gifts to the kids.  

“It felt great being able to help 
kids during the holiday season,” 
said leadership student Dakota 
Elbettah. 

by Aylin Ramirez

Ten students attended the GSA 
club’s interest meeting on Dec. 
17, but the GSA club has not had 
any meetings since and future 
meetings have not been scheduled.

GSA members still plan to 
conduct workshops with Live 
Out Loud, an organization that 
“empowers and inspires LGBT 
youth,” create a time capsule to 
show future club members what 
the club members before them 
were like, make bracelets as a 
form of bonding, and organize 
fundraisers.  The club members 
say they will donate the money 
to organizations such as AIDS 
service organizations.  

The club plans to participate 
in the AIDS walk on May 17 in 
Central Park, and to go on a trip 
to the Broadway play “Kinky 
Boots.”  

The planning for events, 

however, is done at meetings 
which haven’t been held as 
frequently as Ms. Elbettah, the 
advisor, hoped.  Ms. Elbettah 
wants to run meetings that are 
student directed.  “It’s all about 
what the students want to do and 
talk about,” she said.  She hopes to 
have the members discuss topics 
such as bullying, acceptance of 
sexuality, respect for all, and 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, 
Transgender) issues.

“The students should basically 
run the meeting,” said Ms. 
Elbettah, who wants the students 
to have a place to go and someone 
to talk to.  Whatever is said in 
the club is confidential, such as 
expressing their true emotions 
about their sexuality, but with 
issues that involve abuse, for 
example, the advisor is mandated 
to report it.

Dakota Elbettah, a member of 
GSA for the past two years, said 

compiled by Shantal Teran 

According to school records, 
the following students earned a 
90 or higher average for the first 
term:

Abbasi, Mariam
Abiad, Batool

Acosta, Lissette
Alam, Saaif

Alatorre, Emily
Alonzo, Vielka
Amigon, Flor

Angeles, Argelia
Anwar, Purnata

Astudillo, Karina
Aucapina, Joselyne
Aung, Htet Naing

Bakth, Marjan
Baque, Paulette

Barnaby, Mariyah
Bonilla, Pedro
Bravo, Gisselle

Bustamante, Mauricio
Butt, Hajrah

Cai, Xiao Wen
Candelario, Nicole

Canlobo, Kate Leslie
Cantos, Stephanie

Carbo, Melissa
Castro, Beatriz

Ceron Soledad, Jailene
Chabla, Kelvin

Chauca Cambi, Anthony
Chen, Saite

Chisty, Hasan
Chumber, Pinki
Coneo, Anthony

Coyago, Jonathan
Coyago, Katerin

Coyotl, Alejandro
Cruz, Jocelyn

Cuellar, Vanessa
Dawa, Ngawang

Deb, Shourov
Dolma, Passang

Dutan, Marc
Elbettah, Sarah

Eng, Helen
Espinoza, Odalis

Espiritu, Rene
Flores, Betsy
Flores, Isabel

Gonzalez, Luis
Gonzalez, Monica

Goro, Ilia
Grajales Bedoya, Nathalia

Guaman, Brian
Guanga, Ashley
Guerrero, Lesley

Guerrero, Victoria
Guillen, Jackeline

Henao, Kevin
Hernandez, Jonathan

Herrera, Jessica
Hossain, Mohammed

Jewell, Catrell
Juarez, Evelyn

Kazi, Brian
Ke, Peter

Kenawy, Adham
Kwunchaithanya, Disorn

Laszczych, Daniel
Loja, Cynthia
Loor, Alice

Losak, Breanna
Lucero, Jessica

Maldonado, Kimberly
Martinez, Jhun Rhenz

Mexca, Jose
Milland, Celinda
Montes, Oscar

Munoz, Zinniah
Myroniuk, Vanessa

Ng, Andres
Ngitit, Vince Allen

Ordonez, Carla
Ospina, Nicole
Padilla, Caitlyn
Palacios, Paul

Papaccio, Philip
Patel, Nehal
Patel, Vikas

Perez, Emely
Perez, Marcos

Perez, Samantha
Pineda, Nicole

Puthenkalam, Udayan
Quiroz, Raymond
Quizhpi, Sandra
Rafael, Anahi
Ramirez, Ryan
Raonaq, Mir
Rios, Natalia

Rivera Ruiz, Salma
Rivera, Alissa

Rodriguez, Jossy
Rodriguez, Tatiana
Rojas, Stephanie
Sanchez, Giselle

Sanchez, Kimberly
Saquipulla, Henrry
Sewlochan, Cindy

Shand, Tysain
Shi, Anthony

Singh, Jaskaran
Singh, Tia
Sosa, Kate

Suciu, Toma
Tan, Bruce

Tanio, Andrea
Tejada, Clariza
Thomas, Lucas
Toohey, Derek
Torres, Jasmine
Traill, Cheyanne
Tsao, Shih Bin
Urbina, Lucas
Valerio, Yulia

Villanueva, Johnpitzjerald
Villashanay, Jhenifer

Wang, Xiaoping
Wohab, Warin

Yu, Qingsi
Zabrocki, Bartlomiej

Zheng, Na
Zheng, Xi

Zumba, Erika

she really enjoys being part of the 
club.  “The club helps you meet 
people who are like you,” she said, 
“you also don’t have to be gay to 
be in the club, you just have to be 
accepting.  If you meet the people 
in the club you will see there is no 
difference between everyone.”

Mauricio Gomez is a new 
member of GSA.  He attended 
the interest meeting.  He said he 
believes “Everyone should be 
equal and have respect for each 
other.”  Mauricio said he wants to 
prove that point by joining.  

Amanda Hess has been a 
member of GSA for two years.  
She said “The club makes me feel 
open about things and lets me talk 
about my feelings.”  Amanda said 
“I have made friends in the club 
and the meetings really bring us 
close.”  She plans to attend the 
Gay Pride parade in Manhattan on 
June 28 with other members from 
GSA.

Despite Slow Start, GSA Plans Activities 

Leaders are Secret Santas
132 Achieve Honor Roll

by Julisa Tufino-Santos

Common Core is a set of 
standards focused on getting 
students college and career ready, 
according to CoreStandards.
org.  The standards were created 
by state education chiefs and 
governors.   The standards cover 
lessons from kindergarten through 
12th grade.

“Different states have different 

standards and that’s where 
Common Core comes into play,” 
stated Ms. Burg.  Common Core 
sets standards on what teachers 
should teach so that students are 
being taught at the same level 
throughout the nation. 

Ms. Burg said that Common 
Core also requires teachers to 
teach in ways their students 
lead to think for themselves and 
expand their mind.  Teachers are 

supposed to use Common Core 
as a guideline to teach students to 
be problem solvers because that’s 
what most modern jobs require.  

“We’ve become so used to 
teaching students to do things a 
certain way that they’ve lost the 
ability to solve problems,” Ms. 
Burg said.

According to CoreStandards.
org teachers are given goals for 
students to meet.  The standards 

provide the opportunity for 
teachers to collaborate with other 
teachers across the United States.  
Teachers from different states 
establish what teaching materials 
are to be used with students.  This 
helps teachers better prepare the 
students of tomorrow by sharing 
ideas.   

According to CoreStandards.O\
org, along with the new Common 
Core standards come Common 
Core Regents as well.  English 
Language Arts Common Core 
Regents and Algebra Common 
Core Regents began to be 
administrated in the Spring of 

2014.  ELA Common Core 
Regents requires more critical 
thinking and reading complex 
literature.  The mathematics 
Common Core Regents vary by 
grade. In Algebra 1 for example, 
students should expect to work 
more with equations, while in 
Geometry, students will work 
more with expressing geometric 
properties with equations.

The whole point of the 
Common Core Regents is to make 
students put into use what they 
learned in class and their own 
knowledge to work on solving 
complicated problems. 

What is Common Core?  
Part 1: An Overview

VOCATIONAL VOICE

Santa’s helpers really do bring joy to many little children, and have fun doing so.

Congratulations to all Queens Voc honor roll students!
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compiled by Eudeirys Espinal 

According to attendance office 
records, the following students 
attended school every day for the 
first semester:

Ninth Grade:
Ashley Acevedo 

Jaemy Avalos 
Hajrah Butt 

Michelle Cardoso
Michael Carneo
Henry Carpio

Vanessa Cuellar
Jessica Perez Espinoza 

Gabriel Gomez
Alexandra Perez Gonon

Lesley Guerrero
Andrea Gusqui
Erwin Jablonski
Franklin Jarama
Daniel Jardinez
Sergio Jimenez

Rejon Cargle Johnson
Kaur Manmeet

Jubair Khan
Daniel Laszczych

Joonho Lim
Densel Lopez
Edgar Lopez

Piere Jean Lucano
Jason Macancela

Jose Mexca
Oscar Montes

Vanessa Myroniuk
Shusei Naito
Ivan Ossorio

Elizabeth Pacheco
John Peralta
Johan Perez
Juan Prieto

Evelyn Puma
Raymond Quiroz

Karla Rodas
Lucio Rodriguez

Matthew Rodriguez
Bhemol Samaroo
Gabriela Sanchez

Maxavier Stansberry
Hajab Syedan
Andrea Tanio

Jonathan Tenesaca
Kunsang Tenzin

Keyla Timbi
Ana Tudor

Azrielle Urena
Aggelos Varvatsoulis

Arely Velazquez
Johnpitzjerald Villanueva
Villavicencio Kimberly

Charles Wong
David Wu

Fernando Yascaribay
Peter Ke

Kevin Paguay
Cristian Quizhpi

Gabriel Vaca

Tenth Grade:
Flor Amigon
Jordi Anaya

Bernie Argudo
Ali Askar

Emma Blanco
Anthony Cabrera
Elias Candelario

Rebecca Carroscio
Brandon Castro
Omar Contreras

Lisseth Cordero Cuenca
Ngawang Dawa
Franshesca Diaz

Jovany Juan San Flores 

by Jasmin Mrkulic

Thirty-seven students from Mr. 
Davidson’s Honors Government 
class participated in the We the 
People competition at Martin 
Luther King, Jr. High School on 
Saturday, Dec. 13.  

The Unit 4 group, comprised 
of Azra Hoxha, Breanna Losak, 
Alexis Nieves, Carla Ordonez, 
Natalia Rios, and Muhammad 
Usmani, won first place for best 
presentation of their topic: How 
have the Values and Principles 
Embodied in the Constitution 
Shaped American Institutions and 
Practices?

Queens Voc placed fourth of 
the five schools that participated 
in the competition.  Other schools 
didn’t compete because “the 
schools were too afraid to go 
against us,” said Mr. Davidson. 

Breanna Losak, group leader 

of Unit 4, said she was satisfied 
with the presentation her group 
gave, although she was surprised 
at her group’s victory in their unit.  
During the preparation time, her 
group members cooperated well 
with each other and understood 
the material, she said.

Kelvin Chabla, group leader 
of Unit 2: How Did the Framers 
Create the Constitution?, said he 
was confident that his group knew 
the material, but other schools’ 
presentations were likely more 
appealing than their presentation.  
“I was so sure and confident that 
my group would win because, to 
me, our presentation was the best 
that it could be,” he said.

The We the People competition 
began in 1987 to commemorate 
the 200th anniversary of the 
Constitution, and Queens Voc has 
participated in this competition 
every year since, said Mr. 

Davidson.  The competition 
has students demonstrate their 
knowledge of the United States 
Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.  Students are in a mock 
Congressional hearing based on 
the units of the We the People 
textbook.  Mr. Davidson said the 
participating students are expected 
to be experts on their research 
and be able to testify in front of a 
congressional committee. 

Mr. Davidson said he 
divided the class into six units 
to complement the units in the 
textbook.  The groups were given 
two questions based on their units 
and had to create a presentation 
no longer than four minutes for 
each presentation.  After the 
presentations, the judges had six 
minutes to ask follow-up questions 
based on the questions asked. 

Mr. Davidson said he was 
pleased with the presentations, 
which the students practiced for 
days prior to the event.  After each 
group presented, he gave advice 
to the groups to improve their 
presentations.  That Saturday, the 
groups followed Mr. Davidson’s 
advice and enriched their 
presentations, moving the judges, 
he said. 

According to Mr. Davidson, 
participating in this competition 
helps students gain confidence 
in their work, and improved on 
skills such as working with others 
and public speaking, and be able 
to adjust to situations rapidly and 
effectively.

Giancarlo Galvez
Nicolas Garcia
Brenda Grande
Brian Guaman

Derrick Huertas
Luis Jimenez
Laboni Konok

Yiannis Koutsoumbaris
Andy Lema

Kevin Li
Richard Martinez

Enzo Mateos
Krizon Maynard
Gilmar Melendez
Lisette Moscoso

Giselle Niola
Yariel Ortega
Daisy Paguay
Lesly Pavon
Marcos Perez

Emmanuel Point Du Jour
Ambar Pucha
Dario Quito
Anahi Rafael
Erika Ramirez

Maricarmen Ramirez
Karen Rodriguez
Kyle Rodriguez
Shanto Sarker
Perla Solano

Kate Sosa
Kevin Tenempaguay

Alberto Torres
Duncan Vernon

Jeffrey Rivera Vijay 
Jhenifer Villashanay

Michael Vivar
Dominique Jean Wong 

Katherine Carchi
Abel Peralta
Dora Salazar
Daisy Sinchi
Faith Stevens

Eleventh Grade:
Nolett Ahmed

Stephani Alvarez
Johnell Artis

Paulette Baque
Joana Benavides

Luis Bruno
Mauricio Bustamante

Eric Cabarcas
Cindy Caranqui
Jessica Cardoso

Maritza Avila Cardoso
Beatriz Castro

Eduardo Cedeno
Zitlali Ceron

Leonel Chapero
Anthony Cambi Chauca 

Catherine Tahay Coj
Edwin Diaz

Passang Dolma
Brian Dominguez
Gabriela Reis Dos
Adalid Enriquez
Angel Escalante

Genisis Fernandez
Ariz Flores
Betsy Flores
Kevin Henao

Daniela Hernandez
Lizbeth Paleta Huitzil--

Baharul Md Islam 
Shaikh Islam
Triston James

Constantine Kaltsas
Brian Kazi

Adham Kenawy
Pawel Kowal

Disorn Kwunchaithanya
Tony Lin

Jose Hernandez-Lopez
Jhun Rhenz Martinez

Ismael Miranda
Luis Angel Miranda 

Jacek Mrozek
Samuel Obregon
Caitlyn Padilla

Michelle Paguay
Nehal Patel

Kevin Payano
Johnny Quizhpi
Jossy Rodriguez
Malcom Romero

Jason Seino
Anthony Shi

Tia Singh
Bruce Sorrosa
Lincoln Speer

Andrew Brian Tanio 
Derek Toohey

Luis Toro
Cheyanne Traill

Jaelene Valladolid
Dante Vanderpool

Andy Velez
Wilfrido Villalba
Sanjidah Wahid
Edison Yaguana

Andrea Zaavedra
Zafer Rukhsana

Xi Zheng
Luis Lopez
Saul Matias

Kelvin Quizhpe
Fabian Segarra
Alex Segundo
Annabel Urena
Mabel Urena
Joseline Yauri

Twelfth Grade:
Sharon Angamarca
Joselyne Aucapina
Htet Naing Aung 
Jordan Balcacer
Karen Barreto
Frank Bordais
Melissa Carbo
Karen Carrasco

Ashley Cabrer Carvajal 
Kelvin Chabla

Eric Diaz
Giselle Flores

Jonathan Hernandez
Robert Hernandez

Jih Wei Lee
Breanna Losak

Andres Ng
Mir Raonaq

Ashley Reyes
Yunior Reyes

Christopher Ruiz
Kimberly Sinche
Jasmine Torres
Alexis Villalvir

Kevin Choque-Villca
Xiaoping Wang

Qingsi Yu
Na Zheng

Erika Zumba

For decades, Mr. Davidson has taught that America has a government of laws, not men.

 Hundreds 
Achieve 

Perfect Attendance

Mr. Davidson’s Class Excels in Values and Principles  
Unit 4 Takes First Place in Constitution Contest 

We the People pictured above understand the Constitution.
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by Breanna Losak

SkillsUSA held CTE week 
Feb. 6 through Feb. 13, for CTE 
month.  Each day was themed 
around a different shop, and there 
were organized activities that 
reflected the skills of the shop 
during their lunch period.  

Monday was SED day, and 
SkillsUSA officers in the school 
quizzed students about Queens 
Voc trivia.  Sandra Benavidez, 
a SkillsUSA officer, said that 
“she was really surprised with 
how much the freshmen knew 
about Queens Voc.”  On Tuesday, 
SSBT had a competition between 
electrical installation and plumbing 
students to see who could put on 
a safety harness the fastest.  On 
Wednesday, SES had cosmetology 
students paint the nails of business 
students.  On Thursday, 10th 
grade SCEET students competed 
in breadboard wiring, and 11th 
and 12th grade students competed 
in terminating UTP wiring.  On 
Friday students showed their shop 
pride by wearing red, the color of 
SkillsUSA. 

Bruce Sorrosa went to 
Syracuse to qualify for candidacy 
of a NYS officer position on Feb. 6 
and 7.  Mariam Abbasi, Area Five 
chapter treasurer, went as Bruce’s 
manager.  At the hotel there was an 
interview, and Bruce was approved 
to become a candidate and would 
return to compete on April 22-24.  
“While there he met competing 
candidates,” Mariam said.  “I have 
never experienced something like 
this before, so I wasn’t sure how 
things would play out, but am glad 
I did well on the interview,” Bruce 
said.

CTE Week, Skills Competitions Keep Chapter in Overdrive 

On Chancellor’s Conference 
Day Feb. 2, Area Five NYC 
SkillsUSA city officers presented 
a summary of their organization 
at the UFT building in Manhattan, 
to give teachers insight on 
SkillsUSA’s purpose and its role 
on the schools community.  The 
teachers that attended were mostly 
shop teachers from Queens 
Voc.  Mariam Abbassi, NYC and 
NYS SkillsUSA treasurer, and 
Mohammed Hossain, Queens Voc 
chapter president, represented 
Queens Voc as the second group 
presentation of that day. 

“The purpose of the 
presentation was to make sure that 
the teachers were informed about 
SkillsUSA and how it impacts 
the life of students, because 
SkillsUSA is really important to 

students like me.  The city officers 
grow closer at every meeting 
and each one of them has made 
a memory in my heart that I will 
never forget,” Mariam said. 

The SkillsUSA members 
raised money to help pay for their 
trip upstate by selling candy canes 
for a dollar.  The candy canes were 
personalized with a message and 
were delivered to students Dec. 
22 and 23.  SkillsUSA has been 
running the Candy Cane Express 
in Queens Voc for two years.  This 
year, they raised $341 with this 
fundraiser.

SkillsUSA also collected 
eight big boxes of animal clothes, 
bedding, and food for the ASPCA.  
They distributed boxes to different 
classes taught by Mr. Ali, Mr. 
Bahrenburg, Ms. D’Onofrio, 

Mr. Elfreich, Ms. Gonzales, 
Ms. Gross, Mr. Maloney, Mr. 
McCarthy, Mr. Mendez, Ms. 
Nunez, Mr. Petrilli/Mr. Garcia, 
Mr. Raushan, Ms. Rejalaga, Mr. 
Vega, and Mr. Zagada.  

SkillsUSA members learned of 
this program through Erika Jara, 
a cosmo student who volunteers 
in this program as a level 1 cat 
socializer.  “In this program I 
interact with cats to help get them 
become more comfortable with 
people, which makes them more 
adoptable.  I wanted to introduce 
this program to SkillsUSA 
because we were looking for an 
organization to support, and our 
participation benefits both ASPCA 
and SkillsUSA,” she said.  Ms. 
Ramdeo’s junior Pre-engineering 
class won this competition, 

collecting around 80 items.  Their 
prize was a pizza party.  

SkillsUSA members attended 
a NYC Area Five meeting with 
students from 18 other chapters in 
NYC to discuss upcoming events, 
such as the citywide SkillsUSA 
ice-skating trip scheduled for 
Dec. 23.  At the meeting students 
were involved in a fun challenge 
that involved figuring out which 
football team was being hinted at.  
“Emely Perez, a senior business 
student, was presented with an 
award for the challenge from the 
last meeting, which was a selfie 
challenge” said Marie Vargas. 

“During the ice-skating trip, 
members from all five boroughs 
came together, which allowed us 
to become closer to other members 
in the Area Five community,” 
said Queens Voc chapter reporter, 
Emely Perez.   

SkillsUSA coordinators Ms. 
Ramdeo and Mr. Rivera went to 
Cypress Hills Cemetery on Dec. 
13 to place wreathes on the graves 
of former soldiers.   “There was a 
ceremony presented by veterans 
and current military members.  
Students from Aviation High 
School were the color guards, and 
each branch of the military was 
presented with a wreath,” Ms. 
Ramdeo said.  

SkillsUSA members raised 
$110 by asking teachers to help 
support the organization Wreaths 
Across America.  The Area Five 
chapters raised over $1,000.  “The 
organization was able to buy 
approximately 1,000 wreathes, 
and participants were given 
multiple wreathes to distribute on 
each of the veterans tombstone,” 
Ms. Ramdeo said.  

The following students took top spots in the New York City SkillsUSA championships that 
took place on Saturday, March 7, at Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical High School:

Winners of the in-house competitions received their certificates at an award ceremony.

Electrical Construction Wiring
1st Place – William De Los Angeles

3rd Place – Carmen Morel

Internetworking 
3rd Place – Hasan Chisty

Plumbing 
1st Place – Eryk Rogulski

2nd Place – Brayan Guanga
3rd Place – Jared Martinez

Cosmetolgy - 11th Grade
2nd Place – Anika Isaac

Cosmetology - 12th Grade
1st Place – Zinniah Munoz
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by Jesus Espinal

Queens Voc cosmetologists 
have been providing free services 
to the elderly and to the less 
fortunate. 

Since December, a group 
of senior cosmetologists have 
been visiting the New York City 
Housing Authority Ravenswood 
Senior Center in Astoria to provide 
free haircuts, facials, and blow-
drying to the elderly residents.  

The seniors and their teacher, 
Ms. Gonzales, attend the senior 
center on a monthly basis. 

“These events help the students 
complete their work-based hours, 
give back to the community, and 
provide the students with hands-on 
experience,” said Ms. Gonzales.  

by Mark Vazquez

Queens Voc’s mock trial team 
lost to Holy Cross High School 
in the first round.  The trial took 
place in Queens Criminal Court 
on Thursday, Feb. 26.  

Students Wendy Camacho, 
Ashley Carvajal, and Serenity 
Gonzalez acted as witnesses, and 
Mohammed Hossain, Xiao Wen 
Cai, and Vasiki Konneh acted as 
lawyers in the first of two rounds 
the team is guaranteed to compete 
in.  

To guarantee advancing in the 
tournament, schools must win the 
first two rounds.  If Queens Voc 
wins the next round the team may 
advance but this is dependent on 
the final scoring of other schools 
that also have one win and one 
loss. 

The second round was 
scheduled to take place on 
Thursday, March 5, against John 
Adams High School, but because 
of weather conditions it was 
rescheduled to Monday, March 
9.  The students scheduled to take 
part in the competition are Diana 
Diyarza, Mohammed Hossain, 
Vasiki Konneh, Zinniah Munoz, 
Carla Ordonez, and Deepan Rajau.

The New York State Bar 
Association organizes the mock 
trial, a competition where students 
learn about law and what happens 
in a trial.  In a mock trial, students 
act out certain positions that a real 

“It feels great to make the 
ladies feel beautiful, how every 
boy and girl feels after getting a 
service done,” said Melissa Carbo. 

“Our visits bring joy to the 
elderly because not many people 
go and visit them.  The fact that 
they trust us to provide them 
with these services gives us more 
confidence,” said Zinniah Munoz.

Another group of senior 
cosmetologists has been visiting 
the Jacob A. Riis Neighborhood 
Settlement House in Long Island 
City on a monthly basis.  The 
students and Ms. Quartuccio 
provide manicures, facials, and 
haircuts to the elderly residents.  

 “I gave back to the community 
and at the same time applied 
my cosmo skills,” said Giselle 

Martinez.
Liz Gutierrez said, “I felt 

that I did a great job and the best 
part of it was putting a smile on 
someone’s face.”                   

On Dec. 13, nine juniors 
visited the United Federation of 
Teachers (UFT) building in lower 
Manhattan to provide services 
such as manicures and face 
painting to a group of children, 
ages four through 16, who live in 
homeless shelters. 

“I felt good because I was 
doing something good for other 
people,” said Heydi Mendez.

The juniors expect to attend 
another trip in May around 
Mother’s Day.  They will be 
assisting women who have been 
through domestic violence. 

Cosmo Students Learn the 
Value of Helping Others

Doing good by doing well, students experience real work on real people.

court trial would have.  The mock 
trial is presented in front of an 
actual judge in an actual court.  

According to Mr. Davidson, 
mock trial competitions have been 
going on for over 30 years.

This year the court case is 
a civil case.  A non-profit club, 
designed to raise money for 
school activities is in the process 
of suing the treasurer of the club 
because the club believes that that 
individual stole money from them, 
especially since the treasurer just 
bought a new expensive car.  

The mock trial team met 
Mondays and Thursdays in 
January, and Mondays, Thursdays, 
and Fridays in February, according 
to Mr. Davidson.  

Mohammed Hossain said he is 
the “lawyer to expert witness Dr. 
Jesse James [Ashley Carvajal]” in 
the case for 2015.  He describes his 
experience in the trial “definitely 
a life changing experience.”  Part 
of Mohammed’s decision to join 
the mock trial team would be his 
interest in the TV series Law and 
Order SVU.  This was his second 
year on the mock trial team.  

Ashley Carvajal joined the 
mock trial team because of her 
interest in law and the process 
of trials.  Despite this being her 
second year participating Ashley 
describes her experience as “nerve 
wracking at first, but then exciting 
and competitive, because all you 
want to do is win.”

Students go to Court 
Over Stolen Funds

compiled by Aline Torres

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
stay in school.”     – Maria Forero 

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
start a boys’ varsity volleyball 
team in this school.”    

– Ms. Schimizu 

“I want to pass my Living 
Environment Regents so I can 
graduate this year.” 

– Jessica Quito 

“My New Year’s resolution 
is to start doing my English 

homework.”            – Jason Sinchi 

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
do more acting and dancing.” 

– Yesenia Lucero 

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
be happy.” – Junior Sandy Cordero 

“This year I want to be a better 
performer.”       – Daisy Sucuzhanay 

 “I want to expand my vocabulary.”         
– Xavier Rios 

“My New Year’s resolution is to be 
better in school and stop spending 
money without the consent of my 
parents.”    – David Bassat 

“I want to get tatted and 
graduate.”    
             – Christopher Fnu

“I want to be more productive.”      
              – Jessica Picharo 

“To find a job in the engineering 
field.”                       – Andres Inga 

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
get fit and finish all my tattoos.”                             
                  – Cristan Pineda 

“This year I want to be more 
organized.”    –  Jaquelinne Urvano 

“My New Year’s resolution is to 
pass my Global Regents.” 
    – Tyrek Ahmed 

ADAPTABLE                    

AMBITIOUS  
COMMUNICATION           
CONFIDENCE    
CONSISTENT                       
CREATIVITY     
DETERMINATION               
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HONESTY                     

INITIATIVE
INSPIRES                             
MANAGEMENT

POSITIVE                          
RESOURCEFUL 

RESPECTFUL
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Word Bank
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Resolutions
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Tapping into the 
Taste of Water

The New Phone Policy in Practice
by Jesus Espinal

by Meztli Cardoso

Can you tell the difference 
between tap water and bottled 
water?  

The Journalism class and 
Ms. Moreau conducted a water 
taste test on Friday, Feb. 27, 
to see if students could taste a 
difference between tap water 
and bottled water.  The water 
taste test was performed using 
tap water, Poland Spring water, 
and store brand water from 
Stop and Shop.  

The taste test was performed 
during fifth, sixth, and seventh 
periods in the cafeteria.  About 
90 students participated in the 
water taste test. 

Nearly half of the students 
said their favorite water sample 
was sample C, which was the 
tap water.  The students’ least 
favorite sample was sample 
A, the Poland Spring bottled 
water.  

Thirty-seven of the 90 
students guessed which was 
the tap water, yet nearly as 
many, 32, thought the Poland 
Spring water was tap water.   

Students participating were 
asked to fill out a pre-taste test 
questions sheet that included 
questions such as “How often 
do you drink bottled water?” 
“How often do you drink NYC 
tap water?” and “Do you like 
the taste of tap water?”  

When the students finished 
the questions, they were able 
to taste the three samples.  
Students were interviewed 
after they tasted the samples.  
Students were asked which 
sample was their favorite, 
which one was their least 
favorite, and which sample did 
they think was the tap water, 
store brand water, and the 
brand name water.

Sample A was brand name 
water (Poland Spring), sample 
B was store brand water (Stop 
and Shop), and sample C was 
tap water.  

The water taste test was 
conducted as part of a video 
project that is being produced 
and submitted for a Young 

Reporters for the Environment 
contest.   Principal Burg 
suggested to Mr. Schimenz 
that the Journalism class might 
be interested in entering the 
contest, and Mr. Schimenz 
contacted Ms. Moreau, whom 
he called “the environmental 
conscience of the school.”  
Karen Alsen of Solar One, who 
has worked with Ms. Moreau 
in the past, also helped with the 
taste test.

The Journalism students 
interviewed and video recorded 
students before, during, and 
after tasting the water samples.  
Tanvir Toy, a 2003 Queens Voc 
graduate and professional video 
producer and editor, is leading 
the effort with the journalists to 
produce the three-minute video 
for the contest.

“The video will highlight 
the enormous pollution from 
empty plastic water bottles,” 
Ms. Moreau said.  
 “Young Reporters for the 
Environment (YRE) is a 
network of international youth 
engaged in environmental 
journalism and Education 
for Sustainable Development 
and is coordinated by the 
Foundation for Environmental 
Education (FEE) and operates 
in more than 25 countries,” 
according to youngreporters.
org. 

Water taste test demonstrates “tap is where it’s at.”

Is it really almost spring?  I began writing this as 
another several inches of snow falls on the ground.  Now 
it is a warmer, sunnier Sunday afternoon. I know that it 
may seem hard to believe that the end of the school year 
is coming, but before you know it will be June. Just like 
many of us do spring cleaning in our homes, we need 
to do a personal spring-cleaning as well.  Brush the salt 
from the bottom of our boots, pull out our sneakers, and 
get ready for the dash to the finish line.  

What do you need to take care of to finish out the 
school year strong?  Maybe you have lagged in doing 
your homework or class assignments.  Maybe you have 
had a hard time waking up in the morning.  It’s time to 
move to the next season, don’t get left behind!  I know I 
have been falling behind with some of the things I need 
to do…writing this letter being one of them.  I got a 
“gentle reminder” to get this done even though it was 
due a few days ago.  We all need to push ourselves to be 
the best we can be at every given moment.

Spring is often used as a symbol for renewal.  Flowers 
begin to bloom, grass becomes green again, and trees 
get their new leaves.  Its time for us to wake up from 
our winter cocoon, put the winter woes away and get 
moving.  Before you know it, we will be complaining 
that it’s too hot!

VOCATIONAL VOICE
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by Htet N. Aung
 

Can you unscramble these words that relate to what we do in the 
shop classes?  

TRADSMOROEBH

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

WSISCERVDERR

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

OILESGNRD 

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

HM’OS  WAL

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

TEENHRET 

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

OTUERRS

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  

YRREDS 

__  __  __  __  __  __

SCSIORSS

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

XLCEE

__  __  __  __  __

LUATLISRROT 

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

OSTHHOOPP

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

CKWSSHAA

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

SIPEP

__  __  __  __  __  

LRPISE

__  __  __  __  __  __

WNRHSEEC

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  

AETFYS  EOGGSGL

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

ESCLNIRECTO

__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

GESOVL

__  __  __  __  __  __  

Word Scramble 

by Dalia Ibarra

Gone Girl
by Gillian Flynn

One summer morning in 
Missouri, Nick and Amy Dunne 
are celebrating their fifth wedding 
anniversary.  Suddenly, Amy 
disappears from the luxurious 
house they rented near the 
Mississippi River and all fingers are 
pointed towards Nick.  Just before 
this incident, Nick increased her 
life insurance.  Then, the police 
found violent tapes, which Nick 
denied owning, in his twin sister 
Margo’s woodshed.  In addition, 
Nick started a bar business with 
her trust fund, and showed a lack 
of emotion on camera when he 
was interviewed about his missing 
wife.  Margo stands by his side as 
he pleads his innocence, but the 
rest of the town is convinced he 
took part in her disappearance.

Flynn does a stupendous job in 
providing the reader with enough 
suspense as they soon realize just 
how deranged Amy Dune really 
was, and how the state of Nick 
and Amy’s marriage had crumbled 
over the years.  This thriller novel 
was also made into a film by the 
same title in 2014.

Book Reviews

Across
3. “May the odds be ever in your favor.”
4. “Oh, no, it wasn’t the airplanes.  It was beauty killed the 
beast.”
5. “Toto, I’ve got a feeling were not in Kansas anymore.”
6. “Mike, this isn’t boos door.”
9. “Boy that escalated quickly...  I mean, that really got out 
of hand fast.”
10. “That’s so fetch.”
13. “May the force be with you.”

Crossword Puzzle: Name That Movie!

MOTHERBOARD 
SCREWDRIVERS

SOLDERING 
OHM’S  LAW 
ETHERNET 
ROUTERS
DRYERS 

SCISSORS 
EXCEL

ILLUSTRATOR 
PHOTOSHOP
HACKSAW

PIPE
PLIERS

WRENCHES
SAFETY  GOGGLES

PLIERS
ELECTRONICS 

GLOVESAnswers: 

Down
1. “I’ll be back.”
2. “I shall call him squishy and he shall be 
mine.  He shall be my squishy.  Come here 
Squishy.”
7. “With great power comes great 
responsibility.”
8. “What’s your favorite scary movie?”
11. “Say hello to my little friend.”
12. “I want to play a game.”

One Day
by David Nicholls

Every June 15 for two decades, 
the story follows the lives of 
Dexter, an arrogant young man 
with aspiring dreams of becoming 
a producer, and Emma, a talented 
young writer who believes she is 
inadequate.  

They first meet on July 15, 
1988, the day they graduate 
from university.  At first, the 
two are immediately attracted to 
each other.  However, they try to 
maintain a platonic relationship 
for the next twenty years, whilst 
denying they are anything more 
than friends.  Dexter becomes a 
TV presenter and his life spins 
out of control as he sleeps around, 
drinks, and meddles with drugs.  
Emma lives a dull life, working 
her way through mediocre jobs 
before she becomes a successful 
author of children and young 
adult books.  They both have 
other lovers and spouses, but in 
truth, they can’t deny that they’re 
strictly just close friends.

This novel provides an inside 
look into the lives of two young 
people who go through different 
burdensome paths before they 
realize they bring out the best 
in each other.  The hopeless 
romantic who enjoys watching 
two opposites attract will enjoy 
this book.

The Girl on the Train
by Paula Hawkins

Rachel Watson has trouble 
dealing with the separation from 
her now ex-husband, who is 
happily remarried and father of 
a baby.  Rachel is an alcoholic, 
unemployed commuter who 
rides the train every day from her 
home in Ashbury, Oxfordshire, to 
London.  There, she passes by the 
home she used to share with her 
ex-husband, making it even harder 
for her to leave the past behind.  
On her daily commute, Rachel 
watches a seemingly perfect 
couple having breakfast on the 
front porch of their home, a couple 
of doors down from Rachel’s old 
house.  Rachel nicknames them 
“Jess and Jason.”  To Rachel, the 
couple seems content, but when 
the wife, whose name is actually 
Megan, disappears, Rachel offers 
any information she can, however, 
the police consider her information 
useless because Rachel is prone to 
alcoholic blackouts, making her an 
unreliable narrator.  Nonetheless, 
Rachel becomes involved with the 
lives of this “perfect” couple, and 
creates instability between her ex-
husband Tom, and his wife Anna.

Hawkins creates a suspenseful 
novel similar to Gone Girl, where 
the unstable and compulsive 
narrator who constantly throws 
caution to the wind. Each page is 
successful in leaving the readers at 
the edge of their seats.

by Ashley Carvajal
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“Not all readers are leaders, 
but all leaders are readers.” 

 - Harry S. Truman
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by Liliana Fernandez
 

“So my friend took me to the 
Museum of Natural History for 
my birthday.  We noticed that there 
was this cute guy sitting by himself 
drawing.  When he looked up we 
noticed that he was one of the 
Sprouse brothers from the Disney 
show, The Suite Life of Zack and 
Cody.  We started panicking so we 
ran out and started screaming.  We 
went back inside and we stayed in 
same area as him, circling around.  
We were about to go ask him if we 
could take a picture but a little girl 
beat us to it.  We went up to him 
and said, ‘Oh my God it’s you.’  
He said, ‘I know, I saw you guys 
circling multiple times.’  We kept 
on calling him Cole but later on 
we realized it was his twin brother 
Dylan.”      - Almadely Leal, senior

“Me and my friend were on the 
train.  Our other group of friends 
were on another car.  I put my 
head out to call for them.  I didn’t 
notice that the doors closed until 
my head was out of the train 
so all you could see if you were 
standing on the platform was my 
head sticking out the train.  My 

E m b a r r a s s i n g  S t o r i e s

by James Pinos

Five popular apps in the App 
Store for the iPhone, iPod, and 
iPad. 

Jelly Jump
Jelly Jump is a game that 

challenges one’s timing.  It 
involves a jelly cube-like icon 
that needs to jump its way up 
from one bridge to another.  The 
bridges have a small opening that 
begins to close and the objective 
is get the jelly cube through the 
opening onto the bridge and after 
losing, continue doing the same 
repeatedly for a high score.  As the 
player moves the jelly cube from 
one bridge to another the bridges 
get closer to each other and the 
time that the opening takes to 
close is much quicker.  This is a 
game that tests one’s timing and 
reaction. 

Trivia Crack
Trivia crack is a trivia game 

involving science, geography, 
history, sports, and entertainment.  

App 
Reviews 

by Liliana Fernandez

“Take Me to Church”
by Hozier

Hoizer born Andrew Hozier-
Byrne is an Irish breakthrough 
artist who broke charts with the 
song “Take Me to Church.”  His 
genre includes from indie rock, 
blues, and soul music.  In 2013 
Hozier released his debut EP, 
which features the hit single 
“Take Me to Church.”  Hozier’s 
debut studio album, Hozier, was 
released in Ireland in September 
2014 and released globally in the 
following month.  The song “Take 
Me to Church” was nominated 
as the song of the year in the 
2015 Grammy’s.  Although he 
didn’t win, his song peaked at 
number two in the U.S. charts. 

Music 
Reviews

by Mir Raonaq

50 Shades of Grey

50 Shades of Grey has a very 
sexual story line, because of this 
it is not a family movie.  Some 
say that it’s all about the sex, but 
in reality it is telling a story about 
how a man overcomes his fears 
and turns his attention to a woman 
whom he falls in love with at first 
sight.  The movie 50 Shades of 
Grey was based on the book of the 
same name, but so many details 
from the book were not included 
in the movie, lots of small but 
important details were missing.  

It’s not easy understanding 
the story line without reading the 
book, which will leave viewers 
confused about what the movie is 
trying to portray. 

Movie 
Reviews

Hoziers unique voice has broken 
charts with the single “Take Me 
to Church.”  He’s now starting 
his own headlining tour named 
Hozier all over the U.S.

“Earned It”
by The Weeknd

The Weeknd consists of one 
person, Abel Tesfaye.  Abel is a 
Canadian recording artist who 
uploaded various videos on 
YouTube under the name The 
Weeknd.  He then released his 
album Trilogy consisting of studio 
versions of the mix tapes he 
released on YouTube.  He has also 
released his album Kissland.  His 
song “Earned It” is featured in the 
Fifty Shades Of Grey (Original 
Motion Picture Soundtrack) 
including various other artists such 
as Beyoncé and Ellie Goulding.  
“Earned It” was released as a 
single and has been listed for 58 
weeks in 17 different countries.  
Abel’s soulful voice and amazing 

friend was trying to pull me in but 
my head was stuck in the doors.  
When I got pulled in, everyone on 
the train was just staring at me.”

                  - Tania Jerez, senior

 “I was walking out of the shower 
and I realized that the floor was 
slippery so I decided to do the 
moon walk.  As I’m doing the 
moon walk, I slipped and fell on 
the floor.”

           - Maria Martinez, senior

“I went to Splish Splash and my 
cousin made me go under that huge 
bucket with him.  The water was 
so freaking strong that my bathing 
suit bottom was about to slide off 
and it was really embarrassing.”

       - Tatiana Rodriguez, senior

“Freshman year when I was 
walking out of Spanish class there 
was water on the floor and I didn’t 
notice.  I was running out of class 
to go to my next class.  I slipped 
and fell down three steps.  I didn’t 
think anybody noticed until I 
turned around and this group of 
seniors was laughing at me.  I just 
ran to my next class.”

        - Paulina Siavichay, junior

In trivia crack, the game begins 
with a spin wheel that lands on 
a category.  As questions are 
answered correctly, the game goes 
on and the questions get more 
difficult.  The game, much like the 
Candy Crush game app, requires 
you to share the game on social 
media such as Facebook to gain 
more lives after answering various 
questions wrong.  Again, like 
Candy Crush, there is the option 
of purchasing more lives.  This 
game is a game for people who 
wish to increase their knowledge 
a bit by learning new facts in 
various categories. 

YouTube Kids
YouTube Kids, an app 

specially designed for children, 
makes finding age appropriate 
shows or videos for children 
much easier.  The app has four 
suggestions in the top center:  
shows, music, learning, and 
explore.  The only videos shown 
on this app are videos appropriate 
for children to watch.  Popular TV 
shows such as Sesame Street and 
Thomas & Friends are one of the 
first to appear on the app. 

Thumbtack 
Thumbtack is an app for the 

website thumbtack.com, where 
people can offer services or create 

a profile listing what type of jobs 
people are able to do.  When 
establishing the account, the 
users choose categories that best 
match their skill set, write a brief 
description of what they have 
to offer, and add their contact 
information. 

Thumbtack isn’t only used for 
people who want to offer services, 
but also for those who are in need 
of a service. In that case, when the 
request is submitted, thumbtack 
sends an alert or message to those 
who match what the customer is 
looking for.  The thumbtack app 
makes it easy for people to request 
what they need and also for those 
who need to reply to their potential 
customers. 

TuneIn Radio
TuneIn Radio is an 

entertainment app that allows 
people to listen to live radio 
broadcasts without actually 
using a radio.  Unlike car radios 
or portable radios, the TuneIn 
Radio app allows listeners to get 
a broadcast from any station, 
not just those broadcast within a 
listening area.  Along with music, 
listeners can access live sport, 
news, talk shows, and podcasts.  
This is a great app for those who 
enjoy listening to live radio feeds 
and also enjoy variety. 

Paddington

Bear movies are the best 
movies, and Paddington proves it.  
This is a great movie for any age 
group but mostly recommended 
for children.  This movie is cute, 
fuzzy, funny, and makes viewers 
feel tingly inside.  It puts a special 
place in your heart for bears.  
Paddington tells the story of a 
young Peruvian bear who travels 
to the city in search of a home.  
Finding himself lost and alone, 
he begins to realize that city 
life is not all he had imagined.  
Everything changes when he 
meets the Brown family.  They 
find Paddington the bear with a 
label that reads “Please look after 
this bear.  Thank you.”  As time 
goes on, Paddington gets used 
to living in a family household, 
but things start to change when a 
museum taxidermist starts to hunt 
him down.  

Overall, this movie brings a lot 
of emotions into viewers’ hearts.

rifts have gotten him where he is 
today.  He ended his mini headline 
tour across America, King of the 
Fall in October 2014. 

“FourFiveSeconds”
by Rihanna and Kanye West and 

Paul McCartney

“FourFiveSeconds” is a song 
that was released on Jan. 24.  
Rihanna, Kanye West, and Paul 
McCartney joined forces to create 
a pop song with country and folk 
music influences.  Rihanna and 
Kanye West provide the vocals 
while Paul McCartney plays 
guitar.  Paul McCartney was a part 
of the British band The Beatles.  
It’s a different style compared to 
what Kanye West usually sticks 
to.  Kanye West’s genre usually 
includes hip hop.  Although the 
song is not what Kanye usually 
does, it shows a whole different 
side of him.  Rihanna’s voice 
complements the song although it 
is a genre that she does not do.

by Meztli Cardoso

Aries
(March 21-April 19)

You may be bored with your 
current daily routine.  Recently 
you’ve been tempted to try 
something new.  While you may 
be resistant, but do not let the 
opportunity go to waste.  It is 
time to release attachments that 
are preventing you from moving 
forward.

Taurus
(April 20-May 20)

 It’s time for you to break out of 
your shell and let the world hear 
your voice.  You have more power 
than you think you do.  Don’t 
let the doubtful voice inside you 
stop you from reaching your 

goals.  You don’t need to convince 
anyone else to believe in you; just 
value yourself as you are.

Gemini
(May 21-June 20)

It’s time to lead the way instead 
of following from behind.  You 
must learn to speak for yourself 
instead of others speaking for you.  
Don’t let a situation stop you from 
speaking your mind.

Cancer
(June 21-July 22)

You are entering a period of 
prosperity, abundance, and 
auspicious opportunities.  Your 
focus will be primarily on the 
betterment of your lifestyle.  You 
may have recently even come to a 
point where you have emotionally 
giving up on some of your goals 
because good fortune didn’t seem 
to be in the cards for you.  It is, 
though, and you will see the signs 

very soon.
Leo

(July 23-Aug. 22)
You are experiencing a lot of 
stress right now.  This may be 
because you are trying to do many 
things at once.  You may be trying 
to manage a personal problem that 
may seem out of your control.   
The outcome may be unclear to 
you now but will come soon and 
will be satisfying.  Continue to 
take it one step at a time.

Virgo
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22)

You have too much on your plate 
currently.  Virgo you are a multi- 
tasker but don’t let it get to you.  
You will become overwhelmed 
and be unable to handle the simple 
tasks.  Take things slowly and do 
one project at a time.  Your best 
effort is when you give it your all.

Libra

(Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
You are currently missing out on a 
special love interest you have your 
eyes set on.  Libra, you are a very 
determined person but don’t let 
the fear of rejection stop you from 
pursuing love.  The outcome is in 
your favor. 

Scorpio
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21)

You have lost your focus on 
goal.  You may have lost some 
enthusiasm for that goal that had 
been important to you.   You may 
think that you have lost your edge 
but you haven’t changed.  The 
only recent change is your outlook 
and expectation.  Return to your 
old ways of expecting the best.

Sagittarius
(Nov. 22-Dec. 21)

Life has been going well for you 
recently.  You have been staying 
positive and letting go of the past.  

Don’t let the past catch up with 
you and ruin your happiness.  

Capricorn
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19)

Many people resent you for your 
current success.  Don’t let their 
jealousy towards you stop you 
from continuing this success.  
Stay strong and courageous. 

Aquarius
(Jan. 20-Feb. 18)

A new challenge may come 
your way that can change your 
perspective of your future.  No 
matter what the situation is, remain 
calm and alert.  The event will 
help you grow as an individual.

Pisces
(Feb. 19-March 20)

A group of people may see your 
humbleness as weakness.  Be 
cautious of the people you are 
currently surrounding yourself 
with.

Horoscopes
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Juan Diaz

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 3

“Great improvement since the 
year he joined.” - Sahoniel Batista

“I was very impressed with 
his last match.  He has grown 
and developed throughout the 
seasons.”                 - Coach Boyle 

Michael Badia

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 1

“Shows commitment and 
improves every time on the 
mat.”                - Sahoniel Batista 

“Michael is injured and will not 
be able to finish the season.” 

- Coach Boyle

Jasmine Torres (Co-captain)

Girls’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 4

“She’s a really good rebounder, 
very helpful, and nice.” 

- Kate Canlieo

“The glue to our defense.  Great 
shot blocker, rebounder, and also 
a captain of the team.” 

- Coach Devaux

Jose Martinez

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 1

“Jose is a good wrestler.  He 
should have joined earlier.” 

- Sahoniel Batista

“Jose had a late start but has 
good outcomes in wrestling.” 

- Coach Boyle

Christopher Lexis

Boys’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 2

“He’s a good basketball player 
and is very motivational, but his 
emotions get the most of him.” 

- Andrew Garcia 

“Our big man, who has 
tremendous potential.  I would’ve 
liked him one more year.” 

- Coach Maloney Catrell Jewell (Co-captain)

Boys’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 2

“He’s fun to play with and a 
good player.  He also has good 
sportsmanship.” 

- Charles Urena

“He is as cool as a cucumber.  
My nickname for him is ‘three’ 
because he’s good at three-
pointers.”           - Coach Maloney 

Anthony Angel

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 2

“One of the hardest working 
player on the team.  He is very 
focused and determined.” 

- Sahoniel Batista 

“Started late in the season.  But 
he comes around and is practical.

             - Coach Boyle

Azra Hoxha

Girls’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 1

“She’s a good teammate.  Makes 
nice shots and openly expresses 
her ideas with the team.” 

- Samantha Perez 

“I wish she join the team earlier.  
A good shooter and needs work 
on becoming a better defender.”

- Coach Devaux

Eddie Quiles

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 2

“An awesome competitor and 
very skillful.  He is quick on 
learning new things.” 

- Marc Borrayo 

“Eddie is consistent and 
hardworking.  He had two tough 
matches recently that hurt him.”

- Coach Boyle

Dexter Moy

Boys’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 1

“It’s fun being with him at 
practice.  He is also very good at 
doing the scoreboard.” 

- Andrew Garcia

“Mr. Dependent, Dexter is 
always at practice and always 
ready to play.” - Coach Maloney 

Karen Carrasco

Girls’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 2

“Had good sportsmanship and 
has made a big improvement.  
She is a big support to the team.” 

- Samantha Perez

“She has shown a great 
improvement from last year.  A 
good shooter and a great team 
player. Who also works very 
hard.”                 - Coach Devaux

Mahbub Ali

Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
Years on team: 2

“He is an underrated point 
guard.  He’s an all-around 
scorer and has a good court 
vision.  He may not score as 
much as he expects but he gives 
the ball to the  players in need 
and that’s what we need him to 
do.”           - Lincoln Speer 

“He is starting to became a 
better player and I would like 
to see a lot more playing time.”

 - Coach Maloney 

Na Zheng (Co-captain)

Girls’ Varsity Basketball
Years on team: 4

“She’s really good and her shots 
are accurate.  She helps us and 
tells us what to do to improve.” 

- Kate Canlieo

“She’s a great player. Has a 
great understanding of the game, 
physically and mentally.  A great 
leader of the team, that’s why 
she’s one of the captains.” 

- Coach Devaux

Jordan Balcacer (Captain)

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 3

“He wrestles his heart out and 
is a great captain, motivating us 
all.”                - Anthony Pippis 

“Jordan is hardworking and a 
good team mate.”   - Coach Boyle 

Sports

Senior Sports Profiles
by Shantal Teran
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Jeffrey Guevara

Boys’ Varsity Wrestling
Years on team: 1

“Great improvement since the 
year he joined.  Works hard and 
is great at low-level singles.” 

- Sahoniel Batista

“Jeffrey had a late start.  He 
helps out in his weight class and 
is positive for the team.”

- Coach Boyle

Please support Queens Voc sports teams.  
Readers can find team information 
and schedules at PSAL.org.  Search 
on Schools tab or go directly to http://
www.psal.org/profiles/school-profile.
aspx#24539 to access the Queens Voc 
page.

“Teamwork is the fuel that allows 
common people attain uncommon 
results.”            - Andrew Carnegie 
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and that is how I succeeded,” Na 
said.

The team members this year 
were: Kate Canlobo,  Karen 

continued from back page

Fit Girl Club Gets a Workout

 Girls’ Basketball:
Good Attitude / Good Skills

Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
Struggles in the A Division

continued from back page
to their roles of being an influence 
offensively and defensively.”

Captain Catrell Jewell believes 
that the team didn’t have the talent 
to do well in the A division.  “We 
were missing important pieces 
that make a basketball team, he 
said.  

“We lacked in the number of 
players by not having enough 
reserves to replace our starting 
five so they could rest, and we 
didn’t have the talent to win in 
the A division because of injuries 
and people not being dedicated.”    
One example of the lack of 
dedication, Catrell said, was that 
“some players didn’t go to games 
because they didn’t want to.”  

The second-year varsity player 

expressed his frustration, saying 
the team seemed like a “park 
squad because of empty practices 
and excessive absences.  Nobody 
would show up to practice and the 
gym would be empty.  Also, we had 
players with a lack of basketball 
knowledge and experience, and 
we had no big man, so we couldn’t 
make any plays during games.”  

“I hope the new players from 
JV can step up their game and 
play at A division level,” said Mr. 
Maloney, who has been coaching 
varsity basketball over 20 years.  

“The experience the returning 
players gained from playing in the 
A division this year will help them 
next year, but they have to become 
stronger and more confident to do 
well in the A division,” he said. 

Coach Maloney encourages his team: it will take time to adjust to the higher division.

JV Basketball 

Ms. Poltawsky said that this 
has been a great success.  She said 
that the girls are enthusiastic and 
continue to show interest. 

She said that the number of 
girls that showed up the first 
day was overwhelming.  Vita 
Giuffrida, the founder of the club 
also believes that this club is a 
success as the girls continue to 
show improvement. Vita said that 
she came up with the idea because 
she wanted to start working out 
on her own, but after a discussion 
with her friends she decided to 
approach Ms. Poltawsky her 
softball coach.  

Vita said she believed the best 
time for the workouts would be 
in school after the school day so 
she could work out with friends.  

Ms. Poltawsky liked the idea and 
said “let’s do it.”   Together they 
pitched it to Mr. Alikakos who 
made it happen.  

Vita said she would like to 
“get fit, eat right, and look good.”  
She added that being in the club 
is challenging because Ms. 
Poltawsky pushes them to a level 
they believe isn’t possible and 
makes them question themselves.  
She also said that although they 
recently started the club she does 
believe that in the long run the 
girls can form a special bond. 

Ms. Poltawsky said she was 
encouraged to start the fit girl club 
because a few girls approached 
her and asked about fitness and 
how to stay in shape.  She wanted 
to share her knowledge and love 
of fitness and encourage the girls 
to work out, and ultimately have 

this “bleed over into other aspects 
of the girls’ lives.”  

This is the first year a single 
sex-based club has existed in the 
school which makes it unique.  In 
the past, there have been fitness 
clubs but they were co-ed. Ms. 
Poltawsky wants the girls to feel 
comfortable while working out, as 
well as confident with themselves.

The club is not only about 
the workout.  The girls also have 
discussions about nutrition and 
healthy eating.  Ms. Poltawsky 
also said she developed a package 
of materials to reach the goals.  

Senior Lesley Pimentel said 
she joined to prepare for life after  
high school.  Lesley said she was 
content with the club, although 
she would like the club to be more 
days and earlier she is aware that 
it won’t be possible.  Lesley could 
no longer participate in the club 
because of the days and time the 
girls met.     
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MLB Players Attend Tigers 
Baseball Clinic

said Mr. Schimenz.
Principal Burg attended the 

clinic to watch the high school 
students work with the elementary 
school children and the pros.  “It 
was really enjoyable to watch,” 
she said.  “The Queens Voc 
students were so good with the 
little children, and at the same 
time were clearly excited working 

continued from back page alongside big name baseball 
players, the principal said.  “The 
professional baseball players were 
so nice and down to earth,” she 
added.  The players spent hours 
with the students in the gym.

“The clinic was a benefit for 
everyone involved: our students 
who got to give back, the young 
students who came to the clinic, 
and our school that got to support 
such a wonderful event.  It was so 

much fun to see everyone around 
me have so much fun!” she said

The varsity baseball team 
participates in numerous activities 
each year.  The team members 
participate in parks days, and 
volunteer at community centers in 
Astoria and College Point.

Mr. Schimenz was glad when 
it was over.  “It was a herculean 
task planning and coordinating, 
and trying to keep everyone 
happy.  He attributed the success 
to Mauricio, who, he said, 
“really worked hard to make this 
event a fun, enjoyable event for 
everyone.”  But it wasn’t just 

Mauricio and the varsity baseball 
team that get the credit.  “It was 
a typical Queens Voc family 
effort, from the custodial staff 
which wonderfully cooperative, 
to Ms. Burg, Mr. Alikakos, and 
Mr. Maloney, who paved  the way 
for the event to take place,” Mr. 
Schimenz said.

In February, the baseball coach 
said, he spoke about the clinic and 
other community service projects 
at the PSAL Queens coaches 
meeting to encourage more high 
school coaches and players to run 
community service programs in 
their schools.

Ms. Poltawsky instructs girls in a relaxed setting and pushes them to believe in themselves.

Raheem, double-teamed, goes in for the shot.
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Carrasco, Victoria Guerrero, 
Azra Hoxha, Vanessa Myronuik, 
Jordalin Ortega, Samantha Perez, 
Tatyanna Redillo, Amber Rivera, 
Katelynn Santiago, Jasmine 
Torres, Na Zheng, and Xi Zheng.

Giancarlo Stanton and 
Mauricio Bustamante.

Jovanny Rodriguez led the charge.  
“Scoring helps out the team but it 
doesn’t matter unless we get the 
win,” said Raheem. 

“From the beginning of the 
year to now, we’ve improved 
our chemistry by practicing and 
playing as a team,” said Malcolm, 
“and personally Coach Karcher 
has helped improve my character 
and made me more humble.”  

Raheem said the coach “helped 

improve my attention span and 
ability to work with a team.”  

Malcom credited the coach 
with the team’s success.  “Ms. 
Karcher helped us build team 
chemistry which led to us 
winning,” he said.

Agent Stevens, the coach said, 
plays a pivotal role in coaching the 
team.  “Stevens is the motivator, 
he gets everybody pumped for 
the game because basketball is 
a mental and emotional game as 
well,” Ms. Karcher.



 Girls’ Basketball Attitude and Skills 
Help Them Make Playoffs Again
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MLB Players Attend Tigers 
Baseball Clinic

Action Team members unite to teach children baseball.
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JV Basketball Team Finishes 
with a Winning Record

Finishing second in their division, the girls say it’s all about family.

by Farhan Zaman

The girls’ varsity basketball 
team finished the regular season 
with a record of 14 wins and 4 
losses.  The team came in second 
place in the Queens B2 West 
division.  They made it to the 
first round of the playoffs, losing 
to Bard High School for Early 
College by a score of 48 to 30.

According to Coach Devaux, 
“The veterans help the younger 

girls on the team. It’s kind of like 
an ongoing culture.”  The players 
agree.  “We’re not just a team, 
we’re a family.  The culture we 
have is astounding,” said Azra 
Hoxha.

Coach Devaux also said that 
the team's chemistry and the ability 
to play as a team has led them to 
win games.  He also said that with 
the support from one another, the 
players show a strong dedication 
to come back next season and win 

the championship.
Na Zheng, the top scorer 

on the team, scored 410 points 
in 17 games.  She came in 4th 
place in points scored in the 
PSAL.  Averaging 24 points, 
three rebounds, and four assists 
per game, statistically, she has 
carried the team for the past three 
seasons.  “I step on the court with 
the mindset that I’m going to give 
it my all and try my absolute best,  

by Chris Lexis

JV basketball team captains 
Malcolm Abney and Jovanny 
Rodriguez has led their team from 
last in the six team division to 
third.

Queens Voc beat Aviation in 
their final game of the season and 
finished with a record of 7-5.  The 
team said they won because “we 
moved the ball around and then 
hit the wings for open shots,” 
said Tyheim Kennedy.  Raheem 
Brinson attributes the win to the 

coach.  “Karcher was in the game, 
she rotated our minutes well and 
set up great plays for us.”

This was Ms. Karcher’s first 
year as Queens Voc’s junior 
varsity basketball coach and her 
play style, she said is defense.  
“Our focus is defense because 
eventually our defense will 
become our offense, and that’s my 
philosophy.”

The Tigers started the season 
by losing four straight games, 
three of which were at home. 
"Some guys are on some nights 

and some guys are off others,” 
said Ms. Karcher at the time.  
But the Tigers managed to stay 
competitive and win four straight 
games, three of which were away. 
The Tigers then lost to Maspeth, 
the number one team in the 
division.  Soon after, Queens Voc 
went on a three-game win streak 
to end the season.

According to PSAL.org, the 
team’s leading scorers are Tyheim 
Kennedy and Raheem Brinson. 
Tyheim averages 14 points and 
9 rebounds, Raheem averages 
14 points and 3 assists.  Team 
captains Malcolm Abney and

continued on page 15 

by Mauricio Bustamante

The boys’ varsity basketball 
team finished the season 4-12, 
second to last in its debut season 
in the Queens A West division.

To compound the move to a 
better division, during the season, 
the team lost veteran Chris Lexis 
to an injury, and rookie Marcos 
Casado, who averaged 10 points 
per game in JV last year, who 
became ineligible.  Veteran Jacob 
Sobilo also left the team. 

“We were at a disadvantage in 
regards to height and we couldn’t 
handle the speed of really good 
teams such as Francis Lewis and 
Forest Hills,” said Mr. Maloney, 
the coach.  “The game was a 
different style of play.  It was too 
fast for us, which caused some of 

the players’ confidence in playing 
basketball to drop.”

Despite the team’s struggles, 
Coach Maloney thought the team 
showed signs of courage.  “We 
went out and played hard in every 
game, and our outside shooting 
kept us in a lot of the games,” he 
said.   

Captain Alexis Nieves believes 
that the team could have improved 
its performance throughout the 
season.  “We were in a slump 
and we needed to come together 
and try to pull out some wins,” 
he said, and “we needed to make 
adjustments to our lineup, but 
people lacked initiative and effort 
to step up, and inconsistency 
made it hard for players to adjust 

Boys’ Varsity Basketball 
Struggles in the A Division
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by Angelica Campos

Over a hundred girls have 
signed up for the fit girl club and 
in every session another girl has 
shown up to join.  But with limited 
room available in the weight 
training room, Ms. Poltawsky 
the club advisor and Phys. Ed. 
teacher has had to get creative.  
Ms. Poltawsky uses the whole 
school including staircases and 
hallways and sets up circuits so 
that every girl can rotate and have 
a full workout.  The club meets 

Mondays and Wednesdays from 
4:15pm to 6pm, with over 80 girls 
attending each session, according 
to Ms. Poltawsky.

Ms. Poltawsky met with 
the girls before the sessions 
commenced and talked about 
what they wanted to accomplish 
by the end of the year.  She then 
incorporated the steps to reach 
those goals into the workout.    

Every girl has a personal goal 
to reach, said Ms. Poltawsky.   “I 
want the result to be that the girls 
reach those goals, are happy 

Fit Girl Club Members Get the 
Workout of Their Lives

with themselves, and are more 
motivated for Phys. Ed.,” she said.   

Ms. Poltawsky said she 
doesn’t follow the same exercise 
routine in every session because 
she is aware that every girl has a 
different goal and body type.   She 
also said she doesn’t want it to 
become boring and wants the girls 
to continue to be motivated.  

Every session is cross training 
in which she incorporates 
calisthenics, weights, and cardio, 
the girls do squats, push-ups, 
sit-ups, and planks, work with 
weights and the bikes in the 
weight training room, and run 
around the school.  

continued on page 15

by Meztli Cardoso

Chris Capuano of the New 
York Yankees and Giancarlo 
Stanton of the Miami Marlins 
joined the Queens Voc Action 
Team at an indoor baseball clinic 
on Saturday, Jan. 24.

The clinic for boys and girls 
from PS 199 was organized by the 
varsity baseball team and held in 
the school gym.

The event will be highlighted 
in a public service announcement 
(PSA) produced by the Action 
Team, a national youth volunteer 
program created by the Volunteers 
of America and the Major League 
Baseball Players Association.  
The PSA is expected to air in the 
spring.

“It was intense,” said Mauricio 
Bustamante, who helped plan and 
coordinate the clinic.  “Not only 
did we have a clinic to plan and 
run but there were camera crews 
we had to work with,” he said.  
The varsity baseball captain said 

he had fun working with the 
elementary school children and 
having the opportunity to meet 
and speak with the pros.

Queens Voc became an 
Action Team in the fall of 2007, 
According to Mr. Schimenz, when 
Ms. Vittor, the principal, received a 
letter about Action Teams forming 
in New York City.  Knowing the 
baseball team was participating 
in community service projects, 
she passed the information to Mr. 
Schimenz, the varsity baseball 
coach.

As part of the PSA, Mr. 
Schimenz had three of the school’s 
founding Action Team captains, 
Armando Avila (’11), Steve 
D’Elena (’08), and Angel Tejada 
(’08), participate in the clinic.  
The entire varsity baseball team 
as well as Action Team members 
from as far as Virginia helped.

“It was exciting for the high 
school students to be working 
alongside two Major Leaguers,” 

continued on page 15
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