
DMHS/Department of English 
2018 Summer Assignment World Literature II 

Incoming Seniors - Grade 12 College Prep 
 
This summer, you will be reading The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, by Mark Haddon.  
In the novel, fifteen-year-old Christopher, a boy with an autism spectrum condition, stumbles on the dead 
body of his neighbor's poodle, impaled by a pitchfork, and he decides to investigate. Unfortunately, 
Christopher doesn't realize until too late, that the clues of the murder point toward his own house and a 
more devastating mystery.  

-Adapted from The New Yorker, 2005.  
 
The assignment for the summer reading is as follows: 
 

1. Prior to reading The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, visit 
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/topics/autism-spectrum-disorders-asd/index.shtml 
and read about Autism Spectrum Disorder. 
 

2. After reading the website, pick two personality traits of a person with an autism spectrum 
condition.  Write one paragraph for each trait. Each paragraph should explain the trait and 
discuss how the trait can impact the life of the person. 
 

3. Read the novel, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. 
 

4. After reading the book, pick ONE (1) essay from the options below and write a two (2) 
page response.  Your essay must be typed.  Please use Times New Roman 1” margins, 12 
size font type.  Please use MLA citations where appropriate and include a works cited 
page.  

 
5. The two paragraphs and the typed essay are due the second day of class. 

 
 

Essay Prompts- Select ONE 
Prompt 1:  Discuss the ways in which personal limitations affect Christopher, his father and his 
mother.  Cite examples from the story to support your response. 

 
Prompt 2: Evaluate Mr. Boone as a father.  Cite examples from the story to support your 
response.  Consider the following factors in your evaluation. 

• how Christopher reacts to him 
• the challenges of living with an autistic child 
• the complicated nature of his marriage 
• whether his relationship with Christopher is functional or dysfunctional 
• his strengths and weaknesses as a father 


